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08:00 – 9:00 Company Registration: UCD Astra Hall
09:00 – 09.50 Official Opening: UCD FitzGerald Debating Chamber

 Welcome: 
 Professor Alex Evans, Dean of Agriculture, 
 UCD School of Agriculture and Food Science

 Chairperson:
 Ms Aoife Bergin, Auditor AgSoc

 Keynote Addresses
 Mr Richard Kennedy, CEO Devenish Nutrition
 Mr Seamus O’Mahony, ASA President
 Mr Owen Cashman, UCD AgSoc Careers Chairperson 19/20

09:50 – 10:00 Stage 4 Photograph: UCD Student Centre 

10:00 – 13:00 UCD Agriculture, Food Science & Human Nutrition Careers Fair 
 UCD Astra Hall

 Discussion Session
 Companies/potential employers meet final year students 
 in an informal setting, also a chance to submit CVs.

11:00 – 12:30 Company Presentations: Blue Room, UCD Student Centre
 A selection of companies will provide short presentations on 
 their graduate programmes, positions, training, etc.

 Discussion session in Astra Hall will be ongoing

13:00 Careers Fair Event Close

13:00 Lunch: The Clubhouse Bar and/or Poolside Café
 Complimentary lunch for exhibitors and 
 members of the AgSoc Careers Committee

UCD Agriculture,
Food Science and Human Nutrition 
Careers Day
Wednesday, 12th February 2020
UCD Student Centre

Agenda
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Foreword from the Dean of Agriculture

Another year has passed, our students continue to succeed in their 
studies, and it is time to reflect on the prospects for those graduating 
from the UCD School of Agriculture & Food Science in 2020. The 
agriculture and food industry in Ireland continues to be strong and 
vibrant, employing about 173,000 people (7.7% of the work force) and 
continuing to increase in value. The 2019 out-turn shows that the total 
food and non-food exports in the sector increased again to €14.5 billion 
with dairy, meat and prepared foods continuing to lead the way (in 
that order). Our products continue to be sold in nearly every country 
around the world, and there was a continued decrease in exports to the 

UK and increase in exports to EU and other international markets. 

These successes are not without their challenges and, while 2019 was a good year for grass growth 
(certainly compared to the droughts of 2018), severe weather and climate change are increasingly 
challenging and will now clearly shape the future of agriculture and land use in Ireland. Brexit is set to 
occur on 31 January 2020 with the challenging ambition of having a trade agreement in place by the end 
of 2020. Brexit has dominated trade issue in agriculture for several years and, while many businesses 
have made great strides in preparing for change, there is still uncertainty and many challenges lie 
ahead. The past year has also been a year when it has been made increasingly clear that farm incomes 
and the viability of some farms is under threat as they continue to be paid an increasingly small 
proportion of the final consumer price for their products. 

Our education programmes in UCD are designed to equip our graduates with the scientific background 
and the applied knowledge, not only to understand the situations and challenges described above, but 
to solve both the known and the unknown problems of the future. The annual Agriculture, Food 
Science & Human Nutrition Careers Day is an important part of our calendar and I am pleased to 
be able to welcome employers of our graduates (including UCD alumni) and the final year students 
themselves to the event. My congratulations to Owen Cashman and his committee for preparing this 
book and for organising the event, and also my thanks to the employers for giving freely of their time 
and expertise (and job offers) to make the Careers Day a success.

Finally, I wish our soon-to-be graduates the very best for their careers and encourage them to make 
the best of the many opportunities that will come their way. The UCD community is proud of your 
achievements and we encourage you to make the biggest impact possible, to continue learning and 
also to engage with what you enjoy.

 Professor Alexander Evans
Dean of Agricultural Sciences

January 2020



Foreword from Chairperson 
It is my great honour to welcome you all here today to the UCD  School 
of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Careers Day 2020. On behalf of the 
Careers Committee for 2019/20 we hope you find the event worthwhile 
and enjoyable. To say that an event like this is student run and organised 
by members of the Ag Soc committee is something I am very proud of. 
The work undertaken to create this event reflects the cohesion that exists 
between all members of the School of Agriculture and Food Science  in 
UCD, whether you are staff or student. We are renowned on this campus 
for embodying the community spirit that many of us were born into, in a 
setting where that sense of comradery could easily be lost. 

Agriculture and food, as our largest indigenous industry is a medley of constant changes and 
challenges. What is essential to the sustainability of our industry are the people within it. The Agri 
food industry accounts for approximately 7.7% of national employment in this country. We have a 
community that is excited to learn, adapt and take on new challenges. This is a wonderful thing to be 
able to say about the environment you work in. Recent increases in social pressures on the industry, 
emphasise the importance of the perception we give of ourselves to the consumers who purchase our 
produce. Despite being an export focused industry our resilience begins at home. We must maintain 
our social licence to farm, while balancing the plates of environmental and economic sustainability. 
Sustainability has become the buzz word that threatens to lose meaning with overuse, we as members 
of the Agriculture and Food industry must work to keep it relevant. This is something that everyone 
can do, no matter what their role is in the complex set of cogs that make up the sector. To strive 
for an industry that reaches economic, social and environmental sustainability our adaptability is of 
paramount importance. 
I believe that the courses in UCD fully equip graduates to cater and serve the variety of needs the 
industry demands. This is reflected in the continued success of the UCD AG Soc careers fair. The 
event has become one of huge significance to employers. UCD has consistently ranked very high in the 
world rankings of Agricultural Science and Food Science Schools. The most recent ranking has UCD 
at 19th in the world and 5th in Europe for agricultural sciences. Having the University recognised for 
the high standard of education it provides is testament to the lecturers and other staff members who 
facilitate our learning. 
 As careers chair and on behalf of the committee I want to thank all the people who have contributed 
to the success of careers day 2020. Firstly, to FRS Recruitment for their continued sponsorship of 
the careers fair. Secondly, to our speakers; To our keynote speaker Richard Kennedy, a passionate 
advocate of the Agricultural Science degree and an example of inspiring work and innovation, to 
Seamus O’Mahony, ASA president who has been a constant supporter of career development in his 
role throughout the year. To the Dean of the School of Agriculture and Food Science, Professor Alex 
Evans who gives up time every year to attend careers day. To my own committee, I wish to thank you 
for your help in putting together this booklet and all your other assistance over the past few weeks.
A special mention goes to Damien Dempsey and Valerie Abbott, our school marketing team. Damien 
and Valerie were on hand every step of the way.  Their work for careers events throughout the year 
does not go unnoticed by students of the school. 
Finally, I wish all my peers the very best in your future careers. It has been a fantastic four years here 
in UCD with you all. I have met hard working and wonderful people during my time here in UCD. I 
hope I did you all justice as careers chair for the 2019 / 2020 academic year and I cannot wait for what 
the future holds for us all. 

Le Meas,
Owen Cashman,

Careers committee chairperson 
Agricultural Science Society 2019/20

UCD 2020
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Careers Committee

Left to Right:
Niall Hurson Animal Science
Clem Rossiter Animal Science 

Zoe Newenham Dairy Business 
Clodagh Pierce Food Science 

Owen Cashman Animal and Crop Production (Careers Committee Chair)
Tommy Meade Food and Agri Business Management
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Aoife Bergin
Cloonagh, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary. 
Mobile; 0857199595 Email; berginaoife1@gmail.com
A highly ambitious, reliable and enthusiastic individual with a drive to succeed. A passion for the beef 
industry and animal nutrition. Auditor for Agricultural Science Society 2019/20 which has enabled 
me to exhibit and assert my leadership skills whilst developing my communication, co-operative and 
decisive qualities. Highly proficient, organised team-player with a grá to take on new challenges. PWE 
has given me inside knowledge to the production systems ranging from lambing 500 ewes outdoors, 
operating a 1000 sow pig unit, working in K.I Samen milking farm/ international bull stud in Holland, 
factory work on the line and feedlot, to conducting crop disease trials. PWE has given me a sense of 
self-motivation and a proud work ethic. Applying the theoretical to the practical has made me highly 
adaptable to the fast paced, ever-growing, exciting Irish Agri-Food industry.

Catherine Brennan
Bawnmore, Clara, County Kilkenny
Phone: 086 0377333 Email: catherine.brennan1@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a tillage farm has certainly given me a special understanding of the importance of 
performing well under time pressure. It has shaped me into the positive, independent and resilient 
person that I am today. I am especially interested in the management techniques involved in growing 
top quality crops and have spent two summers working for a Boortmalt grain intake lab. As a Peer 
Mentor and a member of UCD Agsoc Committee, I have developed both my leadership and teamwork 
skills. During my PWE, I travelled to New Zealand and thoroughly enjoyed working on a 700-cow 
dairy farm. I also took part crop trials back home in Ireland. I gained valuable experience and I look 
forward to further expanding my skills through a career in the agricultural sector at home or abroad. 

Geoff Brennan
Cloghala, Dungarvan, Gowran, Co. Kilkenny 
Phone: 0857421115                     Email: geoff.brennan@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a dairy, beef and tillage farm, I have always had a strong passion for agriculture. This 
passion has only developed further during my time in UCD. I am ambitious, enthusiastic, hard-working 
and reliable. I am a good team player but also capable of working on my own initiative. During my time 
spent on PWE, I have gained invaluable experience in all sectors from working on a sheep farm lambing 
800 ewes to working in Chancellors Mills for 6 months. Through studying ACP, I have acquired valuable 
knowledge and skills that will equip me for a career in the ever-evolving Ag sector. 

Leyla Byrne
Burgage Mór, Blessington, Co.Wicklow
leyla.byrne@ucdconnect.ie,  Moblie: 0862560865 
My interest in farming started at a very young age having grown up on a beef farm run by my Grandad. 
Combining my studies in UCD with my travels on my PWE has intensified that passion for all thing’s 
agriculture. As a winner of the ASA/Irish Farmers Journal PWE Bursary I travelled to New Zealand 
where I got to see farm to fork, working on a dairy farm, a large beef and sheep station and finally 
an abattoir. On my return I worked with a PhD student in Lyons estate on a Nutrigen trial which 
opened my eyes to the world of research. I am hard working and determined to constantly improve 
my knowledge and experience in the Agri-sector. 

Eoghan Callaghan 
Cadamstown, Birr, Co. Offaly
Phone 0834044618 Email: eoghancallaghan13@gmail.com
Growing up on a beef farm I’ve had an interest in agriculture from a young age. I am an enthusiastic, 
motivated individual and my time in UCD has afforded me the opportunity to work with like minded 
people. During my PWE placement in Teagasc I gained invaluable experience through observing and 
interacting with groups and individuals. This has enhanced my interpersonal and communication 
skills and has reinforced the importance of being a team player when dealing with both clients and 
colleagues. 

Animal and Crop Production
This programme gives an in-depth technical knowledge on how to produce and manage the major economic crops 
and animals (dairy, beef, sheep, pigs and poultry), as well as building business and communication skills.



James Campbell
Lurgangreen, Dundalk, Co.Louth.
Phone: 0874592366 Email: james.campbell2@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, motivated and success driven individual who is diligent in every aspect of my work. 
I have a huge passion for agriculture which has stemmed from a young age. My interest started initially 
at home, growing up on a suckler calf-to-beef farm, and was furthered through summer and weekend 
work with a local tillage and beef farmer. During my time in UCD, I was afforded the opportunity to gain 
invaluable experience across pig, sheep, dairy, beef and tillage enterprises, through my PWE. I achieved a 
distinction in my PWE, which shows my capabilities out in the workforce. I enjoy challenging myself and 
pushing my boundaries and I look forward to growing my skills and knowledge of the Agricultural sector, 
be that at home here in Ireland or further afield. 

Padraig Carew
Rossmore, Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0879737013 Email: Padraig.carew@ucdconnect.ie
I am a technically minded individual aiming to succeed in a rapidly changing agricultural sector. My dairy 
farming background and experiences have taught me the value of working hard, consistently, to achieve 
an end goal. My PWE ranged from research with Crop Research Ltd, practical on farm experience, supply 
chain, marketing and sales of products with Eurogene A.I. Services and advisory services with Teagasc. I 
have demonstrated my ability and willingness to learn through my academic studies. I am enthusiastic and 
results driven which can be seen in my involvement with Clonoulty-Rossmore GAA. Being a member of 
the AgSoc Committee has enhanced my collaboration skills along with my friendly, outgoing nature.

Owen Cashman
Tel. 0862152458 E-mail  owen.cashman@ucdconnect.ie, ocman1312@gmail.com 
I have a passion for the agricultural industry that developed fully after starting my under grad with 
UCD. I began building my experience by completing internships in Teagasc Moorepark and the Irish 
Farmers Journal. I then travelled abroad to Missouri for PWE to work on large scale grass based dairy 
farms. I am conscious of the importance of challenging myself as a graduate of UCD. I apply myself to 
my work with heart. I am a principled person who believes we have an industry built on people and 
respect. My interest spans across all aspects of agriculture but my strongest skills and true passion 
revolve around the dairy industry. 

Michael Cody
Dunnamaggin, Co. Kikenny
Phone: 0851168453 Email: michael.cody1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a very ambitious, enthusiastic and hard-working individual who strives to do the best in all that 
I do and with a very strong passion for agriculture. During my PWE I have gained an insight into five 
of the main agricultural industries here in Ireland, having spent time on a 500 -cow dairy farming and 
working with the DAFM on the recommended list for 2019. My time spent on PWE has furthered my 
academic and practical knowledge in a wide variety of areas within the agricultural industry. Outside 
of Agriculture I am very passionate about the GAA having been involved with coaching and playing 
at several different levels. 

Christy Conlon
Cloonlee, Knock, Claremorris, Co. Mayo
Mobile 0871362136 Email Christy.conlon@ucdconnect.ie
I consider myself a hard-working, down to earth, ambitious student who loves to learn and has a keen 
interest in sport. From as long as I can remember I’ve had an interest in Agriculture, stemming from 
being brought up on a small beef and sheep enterprise in Knock, Co. Mayo and I knew I always wanted 
a career in the sector. An exciting sector, full of opportunities and challenges which I can’t wait to take 
on. From my PWE, I believe I have a good knowledge of each area, having completed periods in swine, 
dairy, sheep, trial-based crop work and a stint in DAFM in the poultry and feed division in which I 
received a distinction grade.

Rossa Doyle
Phone: 0879507497  Email:rossa.doyle@ucdconnect.ie
A competent, reliable, trustworthy and ambitious individual with exceptional interpersonal and 
communication skills. Hailing from a beef and tillage background with a strong interest in all aspects of the 
agricultural industry. I have always had a profound interest in agriculture from helping on my home farm to 
having part time jobs on dairy and sheep farms. My knowledge and experience of the agriculture industry 
was further enhanced through various different placements during my professional work experience both 
in Ireland and further afield in the UK and USA. I am excited to join this ever expanding Industry and to 
take on both the challenges and opportunities it has to offer me. 
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Shane Duffy 
Donaghmoyne, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan                                                                                          
Phone: 0872859595          Email: sha.duffy@gmx.com
An honest, highly motivated, reliable and hard working individual determined to succeed in the agricultural 
industry. Having grown up on a beef enterprise it has instilled the quality of a strong work ethic and 
developed my keen interest in rural affairs and passion for agriculture. During my 30 week PWE placement 
for which I obtained a distinction, I gained an invaluable experience working on dairy, sheep, tillage and pig 
enterprises. I benefited immensely from an outstanding placement working as part of a team for Lakeland 
Dairies Member Relations Programme, and had the pleasure of working on Wesley Browne’s farm (BETTER 
Beef Programme). Driven, goal orientated and eager to constantly improve, I am an ambitious individual 
looking forward to enhancing my skills working in the Agri Industry.   

Chloe Dwyer
Broomfields, Donard, Co. Wicklow 
Mobile: 087 1525401                 email: chloedwyer156@gmail.com
Hailing from a Beef farm in Co. Wicklow, Agriculture has dominated my interests from a young age 
which has blossomed since studying in UCD. However, my background does not limit my interests 
with gaining Dairy experience on an Irish platform and in Missouri, USA as well as acquiring skills in 
the tillage sector working with Teagasc. I have keen interest in majority of agricultural areas as well as 
research, development and the ever-evolving industry nationally and internationally. As an adaptable 
and productive individual, I have the hunger to add value to the industry by putting my skills acquired 
to date into practice, whilst tackling new challenges head on and developing further. I am looking 
forward to future endeavours on my career path.

Sean Fanning
Gaile, Thurles, Co.Tipperary.
Phone: 0862412472     Email: sean.fanning1@ucdconnect.ie
During my time in UCD I have gained valuable insight into the agricultural industry across all sectors. 
I’ve had a huge passion for both animal and crop productions systems coming from a dairy and beef 
farm at home. During my PWE I worked on a large scale intensive dairy farm in Missouri USA. 
This really broadened my mind and greatly aided my practical and theoretical knowledge. Through 
working in Co-Op Superstores I have greatly improved my interpersonal and communication skills. I 
have the ability to work on my own initiative and excel working as part of a team.

David Farrell 
david.farrell@ucdconnect.ie
I credit my drive, determination to succeed, and positive work ethic to my upbringing on a suckler beef 
farm. My farming roots awoke a passion for agriculture, which I have been able to exploit during my 
time in UCD. During my PWE I travelled to a 1000-cow, grass-based dairy farm in Missouri, USA. 
This experience, along with time spent on a confinement dairy farm in the UK, has allowed me to 
expand my dairy knowledge. I have also spent a summer working for Charles R Wynne, leaving me 
with a diverse insight into both the agricultural industry and grass root farming. I am looking forward 
to a challenging yet rewarding career in agriculture.

Darragh Flynn
The Downs, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
Phone: 0873672758      Email: Darragh.flynn@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a beef and tillage farm, my passion for agriculture started at an early age. In third year, 
I completed 30 weeks of professional work experience. As part of my PWE, I worked on dairy, sheep 
and pig farms and I also worked for Drummonds. Working as part of a team on a large dairy farm 
allowed me to develop my teamwork and communication skills. I also gained experience in dealing 
with and advising customers while working for Drummonds. I have a keen interest in animal nutrition 
and dairying. I am looking forward to expanding my knowledge of the agricultural sector. 

Clodagh Forbes
Kilmore West, Tallow, Co. Waterford
Phone Number: 087 4667524 Email: clodagh.forbes@ucdconnect.ie
I am self-motivated, hard-working and enjoy working with a team and alone. This has been instilled in me 
from a young age growing up as the eldest of 4 on our dairy farm. My 4 years in UCD has helped broaden 
my knowledge and passion for the farming industry through academic coursework and my PWE which I 
earned a distinction in. I gained valuable experience both at home and in New Zealand. I am an honest and 
reliable person with excellent communication and organisational skills and a drive to succeed.
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Penny Gavin
Dalystown, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath. 
Mobile: 0870651479 Email: pennygavin7@gmail.com
Being brought up on a dairy farm instilled an interest in the agricultural sector in me from a young 
age. I am an enthusiastic, hard-working individual with excellent professional experience gained in a 
variety of roles within the dairy, beef, sheep, tillage and pig sectors. Through availing of the opportunity 
to study abroad in Purdue University last year, I gained a fantastic insight into agriculture in the US. 
I am able to work to a high standard on my own initiative and also enjoy being part of a highly 
productive team thriving in operating and challenging environments. 

Marty Hayes
Two-Mile-Borris, Thurles, Co. Tipperary.
Phone: 0868897371 Email: martin.hayes@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hardworking and versatile student from a beef and sheep background, which 
instilled my passion for agriculture. Studying in UCD has progressed my knowledge particularly 
during my exceptional PWE where I worked with Eurogene AI Services Ltd, Germinal Ireland, one of 
Ireland’s largest ewe flocks and indoor finishing systems, an integrated pig unit and a large-scale dairy, 
beef and tillage farm. From my involvement in clubs and working as part of teams during my PWE, 
I have enhanced and developed my interpersonal and communication skills. I have a willingness to 
adapt, to learn and have consistently delivered academically. I relish the opportunity to contribute to 
the challenging and evolving agricultural sector.

John Joe Hussey
Maharees, Castlegregory, Co. Kerry
E-mail: john.hussey@ucdconnect.ie       Tel: 087-2236088
Efficiency, attention to detail and working as part of a team are just some of the skills I learned growing 
up on a vegetable and beef farm. I have experience on all sides of the retail industry as I have been 
working for a fruit & veg business for the past four years. These environments have shown me the 
importance of producing and supplying high-quality products to the customer. I am passionate about 
producing quality products for the market and have a keen interest in agronomy. I have gained a 
greater understanding of the agricultural sector while studying in UCD and on PWE and look forward 
to a challenging career in the industry.

Jack Jameson
Coolastingan, Arklow, Co. Wicklow.
Phone: 0831916749  Email: jack.jameson@ucdconnect.ie
Having been raised on a mixed farm, I am a hardworking and ambitious person with a passion for 
food production. I have experience working in both New Zealand and Australia on large dairy farms 
and rural sheep and beef stations. Having studied in Purdue University in the USA, I have had my eyes 
opened to many different ways of doing things. I have demonstrated my academic ability and work 
ethic through winning the FBD Trust’s Health, Welfare and Safety award as well as receiving the stage 
3 and study abroad scholarships.

Gary Kavanagh
Knockinglass, Killenaule, Thurles Co Tipperary
Phone: 086 340 7747  Email: gary.kavanagh@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from mixed farming background of both dairy and beef my interest in Irish agriculture was 
from a very young age. I’m a hard-working motivated individual and work well as part of a team. I 
balance my studies with a busy sporting lifestyle playing rugby at interprovincial level. I also have a 
huge interest in the bloodstock industry with mares and foals a huge part of my life growing up. I aim 
to pursue a challenging and rewarding career in the rapidly growing Agri-sector. I am willing to travel 
to develop my career.

Donal Kealey
Aghagurty, Clareen, Birr, Co. Offaly
Phone: 086 2411294 Email: donalkealey97@gmail.com
Unlike most of my peers I was not reared on a farm, but, with 4 of my uncles farming I have gained 
loads of experience. I also worked for my neighbour. Between them all I have gained experience in beef, 
sheep and dairy farming and as a result of this I grew a passion for farming, especially dairying, and 
hence opted to pursue a degree in Agriculture. I am a hardworking, reliable and diligent in everything 
I do. I gained invaluable experience on my PWE especially with pigs and tillage in which I had no prior 
experience. I look forward to working in the rapidly changing agricultural industry.
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Emer Keane
Cornfield, Hollymount, Co. Mayo. 
0877436877 emerkeane1@gmail.com 
Throughout my years in UCD, I have developed a strong passion for Irish agriculture and the industry. This 
interest was furthered through my PWE, for which I obtained a distinction, where I spent 4 months in New 
Zealand on an 800 cow dairy farm. I gained invaluable practical experience and expanded on my academic 
knowledge. I also worked with Teagasc Grange and Athenry, and with a crop trials company, which gave 
me a great insight into research and the different farm enterprises in Ireland. I am dedicated, ambitious, and 
enjoy challenging myself. I am self motivated, however I also thrive working as part of a team. 

Michael Kennedy 
Skeheenarinky, Co.Tipperary 
Tel: 087-1478029
Agricultural Science has always been a passion and career of choice from a young age. I started my 
career growing up on a farm on the foot of the Galtee Mountains. I invested in my future in the 
industry studying at UCD. I broadened my studies by taking part in the exchange program at Purdue 
University, USA. Achieving a distinction in my PWE let me put my skills and knowledge to use 
working in various enterprises. I gained valuable knowledge from progressive commercial farms such 
as Crosse Sheep Milk Ltd, O’Keefe’s Piggery and O’Farrell Dairy Farm Ltd. I also got the opportunity 
to compete internships in research enterprises such as Teagasc Moorepark under Dr. Frank Buckley 
and Crop Research Ltd for Dr. Tom McCabe and agronomist John Tobin. I look forward to working in 
the challenging, innovative, ever changing agricultural industry. 

Lucy Kent
Phone: 0862210842     Email: lucy.kent@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a strong farming background, my passion for agriculture started at a young age. I gained 
extensive knowledge during my PWE, in which I received a distinction. During my placement, I gained 
invaluable practical experience in many sectors across the agricultural industry including pigs, dairy, 
sheep, beef and tillage. During my time in UCD, I have had the opportunity to deepen my knowledge 
of the industry, with a keen interest in animal nutrition, and a passion for our dairy industry here in 
Ireland. I look forward to a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural industry. 

Conor Lavery
Cloonaghduff, Claremore's, Co. Mayo
Tel.: 0864063531 Email: conor.lavery@ucdconnect.ie
In my time in UCD a gained a huge amount of knowledge in all sectors of agriculture. During my PWE I got 
to hone my knowledge while working on technically efficient dairy, pig, beef and tillage farms. I also worked 
with Teagasc on the sheep research farm in Athenry where I gained knowledge of the research side of the 
agricultural sector. Being from a beef background I have a huge passion for livestock production. I possess 
exceptional interpersonal and communication skills and I am self-motivated and highly driven, I work well 
on my own initiative or as part of a team. I am a reliable, enthusiastic and punctual person. I look forward 
to pursuing a career in the agricultural sector and overcoming any challenges which I may encounter. 

Paul Maher
Clonaheen, Rosenallis, Co.Laois
Phone: 0876662929  Email: paul.maher1@ucdconnect.ie
Hailing from a suckler to beef background, my passion for agriculture grew from an early age. My time 
in UCD has given me the opportunity to grow my knowledge of the sector. As part of PWE, I travelled to 
Emerald Dairies in Missouri, USA. I further increased my knowledge of the dairy sector when I worked with 
the Teagasc Farm Expansion service on how the dairy industry can sustainably expand. Over these phases 
of placement, I developed my teamwork skills, learned what is key to good leadership and the importance 
of looking from different perspectives. In 4th year, I became part of the Ag Soc committee, creating and 
fulfilling a position to help 1st and 2nd year students find accommodation for the following year. 

David McKearney
Drumleek North, Castleblayney, County Monaghan
Phone: 0863776267   Email: David.mckearney@ucdconnect.ie
Hailing from a modest family farm in County Monaghan I’ve had a passion for agriculture instilled in me 
for as long as I can remember. I am hardworking, motivated and organised as demonstrated through my 
ability to uphold two part-time jobs as well as my full-time college work. I commit myself to everything I do, 
seeing it through to the highest standard. During my PWE in which I obtained a distinction, I completed 32 
weeks of placement which included a 12-week internship in the Teagasc advisory office. During this time, I 
developed and learned invaluable skills that I hope will stand to me in the times ahead. I’m excited for what 
the future holds for me and I look forward to a rewarding career within the agricultural sector.
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Ana Mooney
Templederry, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0860591478 Email: anamooney@ucdconnect.ie
Enthusiastic, reliable and competent individual with a strong work ethic and a passion for progressing. 
Along with completing my degree I am actively involved in the home dairy enterprise. I have gained 
valuable knowledge on farms in Ireland and America as well as in the agricultural industry with 
companies such as Liffey Mills and Grass Tec as part of my professional work experience, in which I 
received a distinction. My goal is to implement and expand the knowledge and skills I have gained in 
my future career.

Caoimhe Murphy
Banse, Kilmanagh, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 0868610933 Email: caoimhe.murphy1@ucdconnect.ie
Having grown up on a dairy and beef farm in County Kilkenny, my interest and passion for agriculture 
began from an early age. I am an ambitious, hard-working and reliable individual that’s always willing 
to learn. During my Professional Work Experience, I travelled to New Zealand where I worked on a 
600 cow farm. I benefited hugely from this by pushing myself out of my comfort zone and I gained 
invaluable experience in working as part of a team. My passion for sports such as camogie and golf has 
greatly impacted my work ethic, competitiveness and drive to generate results. I am looking forward 
to a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural sector. 

Seán Murray
Killaghaun, Castleblakeney, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
0879349055 sean.murray2@ucdconnect.ie
Dedicated, reliable and proud agricultural graduate from rural East Galway. During my four years 
of study, I have involved myself in GAA and Societies in UCD. Along the way I have won an All-
Ireland and been elected as sports rep for Ag Soc, learning new skills outside of my course of study. I 
have gained global work experience in Dairying in south west Missouri and in tillage in East Anglia, 
UK. I pair this also with a love of home in Ireland and a fondness of her people first-hand in retail 
experience. With my continuous work ethic and trust in challenging myself I look forward to a career 
in agriculture wherever the opportunity arises.

Shane Newett
Dromin, Dunleer, Co. Louth 
087 7210523 E-mail: shane.newett@gmail.com   
An enthusiastic, energetic and adaptable individual with a strong work ethic and a passion for 
progression. I come from a mixed farm enterprise consisting of mainly tillage but also a dairy and 
beef enterprise. I strive to continually implement new methods and technologies to aid in improving 
all aspects of an enterprise. I engaged in the Study Abroad programme, where I fulfilled one of 
personal goals of studying in the USA. I attended Texas A&M, one of the most recognised agricultural 
universities in the USA, while in the USA, I  travelled to a tillage farm, where I saw an American’s 
approach to crop production. I also have positive and ambitious attitude

Michael O Dwyer
Coolbawn, Doon Co. Limerick
Phone 0862388284 Email: mikeodwyer97@gmail.com
Since I began my studies in UCD I have gained a vast amount of knowledge and experience. This was 
done both in the lecture hall and on a farm level during my professional work experience. During this 
period I spent time actively working on pig, dairy, tillage and sheep farms while also spending time 
working in industry with an agricultural advisor. I am from a dairy and beef background and obtained 
a strong work ethic growing up in this environment.  I wish to continue learning and adding to my 
current knowledge and skill set with future involvement in the Irish agricultural sector. 

Micheal O’Mahony
Barley Hill, Rosscarbery, Co.Cork
Phone: 0860857970 Email: micheal.omahony@icloud.com
A driven student with a passion for the agricultural sector developed throughout my lifetime while growing 
up on my progressive family farm which has dairy, beef and pig enterprises. From a young age it clasped my 
interest and has had a pronounced effect on my education choices and hence studied agricultural science in 
UCD. A self-motivated student and I’m keen to make an imprint. Skill sets and knowledge gathered from 
home and abroad throughout my 30 week PWE placement. I get my hard-working ethic from the home 
farm where my opinions are listened to and I have a say in the future of the business. I have great interests 
in GAA where hard-work and team leadership skills were further developed.
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Stephen O’Neill
Newline, Caherlistrane, Co. Galway
087-1207790 stephenoneill14@gmail.com
I am an ambitious, hard-working and trustworthy individual with a passion for all things agriculture 
related. Farming a suckler-beef enterprise at home has instilled in me a strong work ethic and a love 
for agriculture. My time on PWE involved working with Teagasc and farms all over Ireland and has 
broadened my knowledge of agriculture and the ag industry. I believe that I have a lot to contribute 
to the agri sector and my main ambition is to pursue a challenging yet highly rewarding career 
within the industry.

Gavin Rafter
Shroughmore, Ballindaggin, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0851067399  Email: gavin.rafter@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a sheep and tillage background near the foot of Mount Leinster. I earned a distinction 
for completing my PWE in third year. Dairy was my favourite enterprise, gaining a great deal of 
knowledge by practical means. I worked with 160 milking cows during the springtime on a farm 
just outside of Enniscorthy. I am extremely fortunate to have held a part-time job with Glanbia 
Agribusiness in Clonroche since March 2016, prior to beginning my college studies. I hope this 
experience can act as an opening to future career opportunities in the agriculture sector, in addition 
to my qualification. I have a full, clean driving license.

Eugene Russell
Corcreagh, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 0872837434 Email: eugene.russell@ucdconnect.ie
Agriculture has been at the centre of my life from a very young age. I have gained valuable knowledge 
of the sector at home through our pedigree sheep and beef farm, and while on PWE when I worked 
with Teagasc, Manor Farm, on a large tillage farm in England and also with other farm enterprises 
in Ireland which were part of Sheep Ireland and the Better Farm Beef Programme. I am a dedicated, 
hard-working person capable of working independently or as part of a team, something I have 
learned through playing with my local GAA club. I have a strong interest in politics and rural affairs 
and also keep in touch with my local farming community through local discussion groups. I am 
always keen to learn, and I look forward  to working in a challenging and changing Agriculture 
industry in Ireland in the future.

Cliona Ryan 
Aglish, Cappoquin, Co. Waterford 
Phone: 087 1195382  Email: Cliona.ryan@ucdconnect.ie 
Growing up on a beef farm, I was always interested in Agriculture, and it was an easy decision 
for me to choose to study Agricultural Science in UCD. I spent the whole of Semester One of 
third year studying in Iowa State University, where I also worked on their soyabean research farm 
which gave me an invaluable insight into crop production in the US. I am very hardworking and 
motivated, which is reflected in my winning several awards recently in UCD, namely the PWE 
award of Excellence, the Paul Mulhere award, the university exchange scholarship and the fourth 
year university scholarship.

Jack Salley
Knockfadda, Roundwood, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 086 3971794               Email: jsalley27@gmail.com
I am a motivated, diligent, hard-working and ambitious individual, with a strong interest in the 
agricultural industry. My strong interest in agriculture stems from growing up on a mixed farm 
of dairy, sucklers, tillage and poultry. I have experience of working on large scale farms in Ireland, 
the U.K and the U.S.A. As part of my PWE programme I travelled to Missouri, where I worked on 
an 800 cow, grass-based dairy farm. I also worked on crop trials in Teagasc, Oakpark and on other 
farms in Ireland. I have excellent communication and leadership skills and work well in a team 
environment. I deal well with responsibility and take pride in my work. I look forward to building 
my career, in an exciting agricultural industry.
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Conor Sampson
Syngefield, Birr, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0876497798 
Email: conor.sampson@ucdconnect.ie
An enthusiastic, hard-working and ambitious individual, with a strong work ethic. I am positive 
and outgoing, with excellent interpersonal skills. During PWE, I gained invaluable knowledge 
and experience working in various agricultural operations, including the Irish Farmers Journal, 
Tullamore Farm and Glanbia, along with dairy and pig enterprises. 
While my background is in sheep farming, through my course I have had the opportunity to 
broaden my knowledge of all aspects of agriculture. My passion for team sports, particularly 
rowing with UCD, have enhanced my teamwork and time management skills. Any task I undertake 
receives my full dedication and commitment, essential qualities in any work environment.

Jody Sweeney    
E-mail: jody.sweeney@ucdconnect.ie
Donegal ACP student, Beef & Sheep farmer. Completed my PWE across three different continents. 
Studying at UCD and at Purdue University has allowed me to recognise where I want to be in 
the future. Next step forward is completing my masters degree in Tissue Mobilisation in Early 
Lactation Dairy Cows at Purdue University. I see myself becoming a Dairy specialist, a Dairy 
advisor or a farm manager of a large-scale high input high out farm. I really enjoyed my time 
spent at UCD. It was very practical and I have made friends for life. ‘’There’s no growth in the 
comfort zone and there’s no comfort in the growth zone’’

Luke Thornton      
E-mail: luke.thornton@ucdconnect.ie
A hard worker, with a passion to succeed within the Irish agri-food industry. Particularly 
interested in agronomy, and the tillage sector. Extensive knowledge gained in both areas from 
continued involvement in the home farm, and PWE on a large tillage and co-op enterprise in 
Co.Wexford. Also completed part of PWE on a dairy farm in Missouri USA. I believe there is 
a huge opportunity and importance for all farming enterprises to compliment each other going 
forward.
Agriculture will face national and global challenges in the future and I hope to make a positive impact 
while pursuing a rewarding career in this industry. 

Matthew Walsh
Killenaule, Thurles, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0871428180 Email: matthew.walsh@ucdconnect.ie
An ambitious, hardworking, honest individual with a passion for progression in agriculture. I 
have the willingness to learn and can work efficiently on my own or in a team environment. My 
background is in the beef and dairy sectors, which I have a great interest in. My studies in ACP 
have allowed me to gain a wealth of knowledge on all aspects of agriculture. I am involved in 
rugby and hurling which contribute to my desire to succeed. I recognise this is both an exciting 
and challenging time to work in agriculture, but I look forward the opportunities ahead. 
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Conor Doran
Kilcloran, Camolin, Co. Wexford 
 086 2400841 conor.doran1@ucdconnnect.ie
I’m an enthusiastic, hard-working and determined person who has always had a passion for agricultural 
machinery. Growing up, I could always be found on the farm and learned a strong work ethos from 
that. Through my placements, I’ve improved some of my best attributes, namely communication and 
teamwork. Coming from a tillage background, it’s ingrained in me to stop when the work is done, not 
at 5 pm. During my time in college and on placement, I have strived to keep up with and push on with 
the new technologies in farming, especially GPS as I see this as the way forward. I spent time with 
UCDSU as environmental coordinator but now can be found more often doing boxing or surfing.

Oisín Gryson
Cornstown House, Ashbourne, Co. Meath
(083)3695973 oising97@gmail.com
I am a hard-working, reliable and honest person. Throughout my life, I have been able to gain 
experience across a multitude of different sectors, including agriculture, renewable energy and 
hospitality. I currently am a Shift Manager in McDonald's and this has enhanced my knowledge of 
how a business is run and how to deal with people regarding a multitude of different subjects. I look 
to move back into the renewable energy sector once I have graduated from college as this is a sector 
which I am very passionate about. I know due to my confidence, experience and work ethic I will be 
successful in any work environment.

Iarla Hughes
Summerhill, Co. Meath  
0857826362 iarla.hughes@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, efficient and reliable person, capable of working as part of a team or on my own. 
Throughout my time at UCD, I have studied a broad range of subjects giving me extensive knowledge 
and a skill-base to address the complexities of developing, deploying and managing technology for the 
agricultural sector. Having grown up on a dairy farm, I have experienced first-hand how technology 
can positively affect farming and food production through efficient computer systems. I have a keen 
interest in sustainability, and I find the renewable energy sector very appealing. With the projected 
growth of technology affecting agriculture, I look forward to pursuing a career in this thriving sector.

Conall McGrath
Ashbourne, Co. Meath
(086) 086 8629 cmcgrath235@gmail.com
Coming from a non-agricultural background, this course has helped me combine both my agricultural 
and engineering interests. From an early age, I began collecting agricultural equipment and went on 
to grow a small business selling in excess of 5000 small square bales of hay and straw a year. Recently 
I’ve been involved with our newly launched family business developing environmental processing 
equipment for the US market.  AST has given me an interest in the technological aspect of agriculture. 
It has also developed my knowledge of 3D design software through a PWE in equipment design.  I 
hope to combine and further develop these strengths, experiences and skills in my future roles in 
either the Engineering or Agricultural sectors.

Philip O’Donnell
Bramblestown, Gowran, Co.Kilkenny
(087)1608538 philipaodonnell@gmail.com
Coming from tillage, equine and sheep background. I have chosen to spend my last for years in UCD 
learning to Integrate technology with agriculture, with aspirations to work in this developing field. 
I have a super work ethic, demonstrating this when receiving the Grant Thornton award for PWE 
excellence. While on my PWE, I played a critical role in reviewing all submissions for the Nitrates 
Derogation Review for DAFM, as well as working on crop research in Oakpark. I have excellent 
teamwork and leadership skills and look forward to the challenges that lie ahead.
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Gráinne Ashe
Glen Minard, Lispole, Co. Kerry
Phone: 085-8251186 Email: grainne.ashe@ucdconnect.ie
Hailing from a dairy farm in Kerry, I have always had a grá for agriculture from a young age. This 
inspired me to study Animal Science at UCD to further my knowledge in all aspects of agriculture. I 
am a very hard-working, passionate and motivated individual. This has been reflected in my PWE for 
which I received a distinction. During this time, I gained invaluable knowledge and experience in all 
sectors; sheep, dairy, beef and pigs. This enabled me to put theory into practice which was extremely 
rewarding. Work placement has been the highlight of my time at UCD.

Lisa Begley     
Email: lisa.begley@ucdconnect.ie
During my time in UCD, I have acquired extensive knowledge of the expanding Agricultural industry 
and research skills. Coming from a sheep and suckler background has enabled me to develop rational 
thinking and a drive to excel at the job at hand. In completing my PWE, I worked in Teagasc Grange 
which gave me an increased appetite to work in this progressive industry. As a committee member 
of the Agricultural Society in UCD, my team work and organisational skills have progressed through 
engaging with a team to meet a common goal. 

Jennifer Bracken
Killoughey, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0860610470 Email: jennifer.bracken@ucdconnect.ie
My career path in Agriculture was mapped out from an early age, mainly from growing up on a dairy 
and beef enterprise. I believe this is what provides the foundation for my strong work ethic, passion 
for the agricultural industry and my ability to accept and overcome various challenges. During my 
PWE, I gained invaluable insight into research at UCD Lyons Research Farm on trials relating to 
dairy and sheep nutrition. Along with that, I also completed research on sow welfare and behaviour 
in Minnesota University, USA. Having also travelled to Denmark to work on a large scale sheep farm, 
displays my willingness to travel and an ability to efficiently settle into different work environments/
cultures. I look forward to a rewarding and challenging career in the agricultural sector. 

Caoimhe Brady
Kill, Co.Kildare
Phone: 085-1331766    Email:Caoimhe.brady@ucdconnect.ie
My interest in farming stemmed from working on a beef and sheep farm at young age. I gained invaluable 
experience whilst on placement and spread my time over beef, sheep, dairy and pig enterprises as well 
as spending two months in a grain in-take.I work in a sales role in a well known Agri-Business, whilst 
working here in conjunction with my studies I have gained a well rounded view of the agricultural 
sector. I have proven myself to be a diligent worker with customer relations and customer satisfaction a 
top priority of mine. I have developed a keen interest in animal health and welfare. I am eager to learn 
while developing my skill set and ready to undertake a career where I can progress. 

Aaron Casey
Kilmogar, Clara, Co.Kilkenny 
Phone: 0851236854 Email: Aaron.casey@ucdconnect.ie LinkedIn: aaron-casey-936792158/
Growing up on a dairy farm in Co.Kilkenny has taught me to appreciate the value of hard work. I 
have developed a passion for our dairy industry here in Ireland and possess a strong work ethic and 
a desire to achieve the best results. By studying Agricultural Science in UCD I have the opportunity 
now to take my interests in agriculture further afield. I greatly enjoyed my time spent on Professional 
Work Experience, it gave me an appreciation for all sectors of the agricultural industry, and a practical 
experience that will help me throughout my career. I have a firm interest in animal nutrition and health 
and how these traits affect performance. Always looking to improve, learn and apply my knowledge to 
the agri-food sector. I aspire to travel with the desire to take on new challenges and thrive for success 
and hope to build a career in the global Agricultural Industry.

Animal Science
The Animal Science programme concentrates on the single most important sector of the agriculture industry. 
Students undertake areas of study covering nutrition and feed formulation, physiology, genetics, reproduction, as 
well as business, agricultural policy and communications.



Ruth Connolly                                                                                   
Moyne, Headford, Co. Galway
Phone:087-6229309 Email: ruth.connolly@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up in a farming area, combined with my background in forestry has led to my keen interest in 
the many aspects of the agricultural sector.  I have a love of working with animals. I gathered valuable 
experience on my PWE which I completed on a combination of local farms and a 5,000-cow dairy 
farm in South Dakota, USA. I received both a distinction and an excellence award in recognition of 
my placement. I look forward to entering this exciting sector head-on and leaving my mark on what I 
believe is one of the most challenging and rewarding areas to work in. 

Sophie Cross 
Phone: 0873456844 Email: sophiecross98@gmail.com
I am an enthusiastic, ambitious, positive and hardworking individual with a passion to succeed in the 
agriculture industry. My PWE, for which I received a distinction, has further developed my passion 
and desire to work in this area. As part of my PWE, I spent some time abroad in England and Germany 
where I gained invaluable experience seeing other countries agricultural sectors, I hope to use and 
expand on this experience further through my future employment whether this in Ireland or abroad. 
In addition, I have had employment outside of the Agri-Food industry which I believe gives me a more 
rounded approach when dealing with problems and/or clients. I'm passionate about Irish agriculture 
and I look forward to pursuing a challenging yet highly rewarding career within the industry.

Alan Crowe
Killeen Road, Dunsany, Co. Meath, C15 F6D2
Phone: 0857784875 E-mail: crowead@gmail.com
I am hardworking, ambitious and have a passion for agriculture and a desire to positively impact the 
industry. I see a bright future for the Irish agri-food industry. I live on a sheep farm and have experience 
with Glanbia, Alltech and working on beef, dairy and tillage farms. I play rugby and captained my 
school’s senior team. I work well in a team environment and am a strong leader. Attending Texas A&M 
University, USA, for one semester, I experienced international agriculture, travel and other cultures, 
and gained valuable interpersonal skills.

Eimear Doherty
Slane, Co.Meath
Phone: 083 1660436 Email: eimear.doherty@ucdconnect.ie
The academic structure of my degree coupled with the practical aspect of PWE has given me the 
confidence to pursue and achieve opportunities within the equine industry. Experience working part-
time jobs and partaking in extracurricular activities, has equipped me with practical horsemanship 
skills as well as management and leadership skills. For my placement, I travelled to Australia to work 
for Gai Waterhouse and Adrian Bott Racing, one of the most prestigious yards in Australia. Whilst 
working abroad, I was exposed to and gained an in-depth knowledge of the international Thoroughbred 
industry. Since working within the sector, I have developed strong interpersonal and communication 
skills, which are pivotal when working with people of different cultural and ethnic backgrounds.

Anthony Doyle
Rahard lower, Barntown, Co.Wexford
Phone: 086 4020930                  Email: antod4102@gmail.com
My interest in agriculture began before I can remember, growing up on a suckler and sheep farm has 
led to me becoming the man I am today. I am a self-motivated, highly driven individual with a hunger 
to succeed and I am in pursuit of a career that is challenging, diverse and rewarding. I feel like I can 
bring a lot to the table having previous experience in many different areas. I received a distinction in 
my PWE, which I thoroughly enjoyed on beef, dairy sheep and pig farms in Ireland and Germany. 
I look forward to new opportunities and challenges, my ambition is to be able travel to enhance my 
learning in the rapidly growing and developing Agricultural industry worldwide.

Lucy Egan
Straduff, Ballinahown, Athlone, Co. Westmeath
Phone: 086 3327505     Email: lucyegan75@gmail.com
Coming from a Dairy background I have always had a passion for agriculture. I completed a Level 
5 Science Certificate in Cavan Institute to pursue my goal of studying Animal Science in UCD. My 
professional work experience took me to Germany for two months, where I gained extensive knowledge 
of dairying. I am a dedicated, hard-working and driven individual who is no stranger to working with 
people. I enjoy balancing my studies, part-time job and GAA commitments. I look forward to utilising 
my skills and knowledge I have acquired in the agricultural industry.
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Lorna Fay
Donabate, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0870962342   Email: lorna.fay@ucdconnect.ie
I am an effective worker with a “can do” attitude towards assigned tasks, with ability to work positively, 
efficiently and with creativity. I was awarded distinction for my 5-month placement with Coolmore 
America, where I gained a valuable introduction to the global equine industry. My time spent at 
university has equipped me with time management and organizational skills, where I have adapted 
to work effectively under pressure. I am eager to secure a role in an exciting agricultural industry, 
contributing to its progression in an ever-changing world. 

Evelyn Fenlon
The Still, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Phone: 086 8874720    Email: evelyn.fenlon@ucdconnect.ie
I am a reliable, hardworking and ambitious individual with a keen interest in the Agricultural industry. 
I am a great team player having played both club and intervarsity rugby, honing my leadership skills 
as Captain of my local club. Through working part time in my family’s rural pub, I developed both 
communication and organisational skills which led me to join the Agricultural Science Society. 
During my PWE, I further fuelled my passion for agriculture working both in Ireland and in Germany. 
I consider myself determined to further develop my knowledge and experience within the rapidly 
growing Irish Agricultural industry.

Ciara Fitzpatrick      
Drumavaddy, Belturbet, Co. Cavan 
Phone: 0894995488                    Email: ciara.fitzpatrick@ucdconnect.ie     
My passion for animals, wildlife and the agricultural industry from a young age has really helped 
me to immerse myself in and enjoy studying the Animal Science course in UCD.  The 18 weeks of 
professional work experience I completed emboldened this passion even further and I am now excited 
to progress in the agricultural field.  I was awarded a distinction in my PWE which included two 
months of placement in Germany.  I balance study, Gaelic football and a part-time job throughout the 
year, proving I am motivated, reliable and a hard-worker. 

Seamus Fox
Commane, Castletownroche, Mallow, Co.Cork.
Phone: 0872694571                    Email: seamus.fox@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a mixed farm that includes horses, beef and sheep enterprises, has ingrained in me the 
ethos of hard work, reliability and has accustomed me with a passion for agriculture. I have gained 
valuable experience not only in my studies but also through PWE where I worked on a 350-cow dairy 
farm and at Teagasc Moorepark which gave me a brilliant insight into the dairy industry. I am a great 
team player having won multiple competitions with UCD and at home while also captaining my home 
team to success. As the sports representative of the Agricultural Society 2019/20 I have developed my 
communication and organisation skills extensively. I am open to learning new skills and look forward 
to a challenging career in the agricultural sector.

Sinead Gallagher 
The Downs, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath 
Phone: 087 6553179 Email:  sinead.gallagher1@ucdconnect.ie 
A driven, hard working individual with a great passion for agriculture. I am an honest person, with excellent 
communication and interpersonal skills, which I have gained from my part time job working in customer 
service. I have always had a keen interest in Agriculture and have gained valuable experience on my PWE 
placement (receiving a distinction). In my time at UCD, I have been heavily involved with the Women’s 
Rugby Club (as Treasurer 2018/19) and with the Agricultural Society (as the Class Representative, 2019). I 
enjoy working as part of a team and using my skill set to achieve an end goal. I am excited to begin working 
in agriculture, as an ever changing industry.

Christopher Heffernan 
e-mail: chris.heffernan@ucdconnect.ie 
An enthusiastic and highly motivated student with a passion for animal nutrition. I am committed to 
pursuing a career in the advisory industry. Open to all opportunities presented to me, I recently completed 
a semester abroad in Cornell University, New York.  This allowed me to develop a greater understanding 
of the global agricultural industry and the huge potential that Irish Agriculture has as a key stakeholder. 
While in America I completed part of my PWE on the Cornell Research Farm and also worked on the 2018 
USA Innovative Farm of the year, Shracks Dairy Farm, Pennsylvania. I am eager to learn about all aspects 
of agriculture and have developed many transferable skills while completing my PWE with Roches Feeds, 
Kerry AgriBusiness, R & H Halls, Teagasc Athenry and Philip O’Dwyer Advisory Services. I have a keen 
interest in Livestock Agriculture and have represented Ireland on behalf of the IHFA stock judging team.
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Niall Hurson
Smithborough, Co. Monaghan
Mobile: 083 191 8325 Email: niall.hurson1@gmail.com
My industry knowledge and passion for the Irish agri-food sector is second to none. I have written 
over 200 articles for the Irish Farmers Journal during time spent as an editorial intern. I continue to 
write for the paper as a contributor. On my return to UCD for my final year of Animal Science I have 
taken up the role of Agriculture & Rural Affairs Editor with The University Observer. I embrace a 
challenge and for this reason I ran my first Dublin Marathon in October 2019. As a member of this 
year’s careers committee I have enjoyed assisting classmates in their search for employment post-
graduation. My interests include animals, people, places and their stories.

Matthew Kehoe
High Grove, Glen Richards, Courtown, Gorey, Co. Wexford.
Phone: 00353871699845 Email: matthew.r.kehoe@gmail.com
An ambitious final year Animal Science student with a passion for livestock, agriculture and 
conservation. In an effort to broaden my knowledge I studied abroad at Purdue University for a 
semester where I attended classes, livestock exhibitions and toured some incredible farms across the 
Midwest. During my PWE I worked on a diverse range of operations both in Ireland and on the 
continent for which I received a distinction. At home I manage a small pedigree sheep flock and enjoy 
opportunities to judge Jacob sheep in Ireland and the UK.

Lauren Kenny
Quay road, Ballina, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0872717188                  Email: lauren.kenny@ucdconnect.ie
A competent, diligent and reliable individual who strives for success in everything I put my mind to. 
Growing up on a suckler farm, my work ethic and passion for all things farming, has been instilled 
in me from the very beginning. Through my time in UCD I have further refined my knowledge of 
the agricultural sector through PWE and working for local farmers, while also developing excellent 
communication skills. I have proven myself to be a team player and have the ability to work off my 
own initiative. With the ever changing times in agriculture, I look forward to overcoming the future 
challenges in the industry and embracing every opportunity that comes my way. 

Katie Kilmartin 
Churchgate Farm, Killucan, Co.Westmeath
Phone: 0863322823 
Email: Catherine.kilmartin@ucdconnect.ie
Having been brought up on a beef suckler and sheep farm, I developed a passion for farming from an 
early age.  I have learnt the importance of hard work, self-motivation and initiative.  These qualities can 
be demonstrated by my long-standing part-time work in a veterinary practice, sow breeding unit and 
a rapidly expanding dairy farm.  My PWE in Gigginstown Stud (Beef and Equine) and Miller Wilson’s 
Canada (internationally renowned Angus breeders), taught me the importance of animal health, 
nutrition and genetics. I am keen to expand my knowledge and progress within the agricultural sector.

Sean Maher
0879970649 
sean.maher1@ucdconnect.ie
Choosing to study Animal Science in UCD has been one of the best decisions I’ve ever made. I have 
been given the opportunity to gain knowledge from industry leaders about all things related to the 
Agri sector. I have a keen interest in ruminant nutrition and animal breeding with a devotion to the 
beef industry. Receiving a distinction for my PWE I developed a deeper acumen in all things agri 
related. In particular to the research sector, where I spent time at both Tully Test Centre and Teagasc 
Grange. Outside of college, I spend a lot of my Summers showing pedigree Limousin cattle.

Patrick McCarron
0863209296 
patrick.mccarron1@ucdconnect.ie
An ambitious, hard-working and motivated individual with ample experience in various sectors of the 
agricultural industry through both my PWE and previous employment. I was awarded a distinction 
for my PWE which I did in Ireland, Scotland and England. I am a driven, passionate individual and 
always pride myself in putting the best effort into every aspect of my work. During my time at UCD 
and through my various employments I have learned the importance of working as part of a team as 
well as vital leadership skills.
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Eileen McGarry
Newtownforbes, Co. Longford 
Phone: 086 2366655   Email:  ehmcgarry@gmail.com  LinkedIn:  eileen-mcgarry123/  
An ambitious, hard-working, reliable individual with a suckler beef background. Having been involved 
in agricultural shows from a young age, I have a natural ease with handling livestock. I’m a well-
rounded person, with a pro-active, positive attitude having been elected class rep in my third year of 
UCD, and a committee member of AgSoc this year. Recently, I received an award of excellence for my 
PWE, which has strengthened my desire to go out into the industry and meet new challenges. 

Aisling McGreal
Corbeagh House, Ballinalee, Co. Longford
Phone: 0871514818 Email: aislingmcg5997@gmail.com
I’ve been involved in our dairy farm and horses in particular from a young age; this has taught me 
patience and persistence and how to use my own initiative. My interest in agriculture is animal focussed- 
nutrition and welfare in particular. During my PWE, I spent some time in Kiernan Milling and it has 
furthered my interest in the sector. I also have a number of years of experience working for the RDS 
equestrian department; organising events, working as part of a team and dealing with competitors and 
queries. I look forward to using these skills in perusing my career in the agricultural sector.

Rachel Moloney
Robeen, Hollymount, Co. Mayo
Phone: 087-9131951  Email: rachelmoloney1697@gmail.com
Coming from a farming background, my interest in agriculture has been cemented from an early age. 
Through PWE, for which I was awarded a distinction, I gained a comprehensive understanding of the 
sheep, beef and pig industries here in Ireland, while also completing a 3-month internship on a large 
scale dairy farm in South Dakota, USA.  As a driven, enthusiastic individual with a strong ethic of hard 
work, I aim to put my practical experience and theoretical knowledge acquired these past 4 years to 
good use. I would relish the opportunity to contribute positively to this rapidly expanding industry in 
the years to come.

Glenn Moran
Abbeyknockmoy, Co. Galway
Phone: 0873257587                                        Email: glenn.moran1@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hardworking, enthusiastic and a driven individual that works well as part of a team 
or on my own initiative. I come from a strong beef background with a keen interest in all aspects of 
Agriculture. Having gained invaluable experience through my PWE, I aim to implement & expand 
this knowledge in my future career. Part of my PWE was spent with The Massmore Herd, one of the 
top performing dairy herds in the country. I gained hands on experience with Teagasc, in both Grange 
and Athenry. I also got the chance to work with a large scale pedigree Charolais herd and on an intensive 
pig farm. I look forward to a long and rewarding career in an exciting and rapidly developing sector. 

Doireann Mulhall
Clannrí, Danville, Kilkenny
Phone: 0873600712   Email: doireann.mulhall@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a dairy farm outside Kilkenny City, my interest in agriculture began from an early age. 
I am an enthusiastic, ambitious and extremely hard-working individual with a passion to succeed in 
the agricultural industry. I have gained great practical experience during my PWE in Ireland & also 
spending a number of weeks working on a dairy farm in the Netherlands. I am strongly involved in 
the Young Members Association within IHFA and I am going in to my second year of term as National 
Chairperson on the National YMA committee. This position has given me invaluable experience 
working with people and organising and running events. I look forward to the challenges, as well as 
the opportunities work in the agricultural sector provides.

Liam Nolan
086 8782568
liam.nolan@ucdconnect.ie
I broadened my knowledge and interest in all sectors of agriculture through both my studies and 
practical experience. Growing up on my family's beef farm in Co.Galway. UCD was the perfect fit as 
it has provided me with a solid foundation that will enable me to process in the Agri-Food industry. A 
highlight of my time in UCD was my professional work experience spent on progressive farms in Ireland 
and the UK, for which I received a distinction. I look forward to encountering the challenges that come 
with a career in the Agri-Food sector but also the undoubted opportunities that this will provide.
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Killian O'Dwyer
Athgoe, Newcastle, Co Dublin
Phone: 083 8011828 
Email: killian.odwyer@ucdconnect.ie
I have gained a wealth of knowledge and experience in the agricultural sector during my time in 
UCD because of the variety of subjects in this degree. The focal point of this being, my time spent on 
Professional Work Experience (PWE), as I have a keen interest in animal health and welfare which 
stemmed from an early age. Whilst on PWE I demonstrated my passion for this area and reliable work 
ethic. Along with this, I possess excellent interpersonal and team skills. I have learnt the importance 
of asking questions and I am aware of my competencies and their limits and do not hesitate to access 
additional guidance, knowledge and support as appropriate.

John Francis O’ Grady
Gurrane East, Killorglin, Co. Kerry
0838853291 
Johnog101@gmail.com
The B.AgrSc (Animal Science) has certainly uncovered & exposed my key skills an individual. My 
ability to drive towards excellence is underpinned by the grades I have achieved (Currently on a 1:1 
and previously being awarded the UCD entrance scholarship, the B.AgrSc Stage 2, 3, & 4 scholarships 
as well the Fertiliser Association of Ireland Award and the Ian Gordon medal for excellence in Animal 
Reproduction. My ability to lead, delegate and communicate is evident in my participation as Treasurer 
in “UCD Ag Soc” and as Captain of the UCD SAFS debating team. I have a keen interest in all things 
genetics and have been accepted to study an MSc in “Biomedical Genomics” at NUIG this coming fall.

Ronan Reel
Silverbridge, Newry, Co Down
Phone: 00447999208382           
Email: ronan.reel@ucdconnect.ie
My interest and passion for farming sparked from being raised on a dairy farm in rural South Armagh. 
During my professional work experience, I worked on a technically efficient well run, spring calving, 
400 cow herd as part of a dairy farm partnership in Scotland. This enhanced my knowledge of dairy 
farming learning how a large scale operation is run. 
I’m employed part-time on a suckler to beef enterprise which also has a poultry unit, fattening 16,000 
ducks as a contract grower, this has given me a solid background in different production systems 
which I wish to apply in the industry. I know the value of teamwork from playing football for my local 
GAA team and from taking part in fundraising events at home and at college.

Emily Roskam
Callaghy, Tuamgraney, Co Clare
Phone: 087 9464675 
Email: emily.roskam@ucdconnect.ie
I grew up on a dairy farm; from a young age I showed a keen interest in agriculture and never shied 
from hard work. I spent my PWE on a dairy research farm in Normandie, France where I perfected 
my French; I also spent time on a mixed beef and sheep enterprise and a pig farm as well as going to 
Manor Farm and Roches Feeds where I gained invaluable experience especially in animal nutrition. 
I am a very ambitious, courageous, studious and determined individual who is eager to delve into new 
territory once I finish university.

Clem Rossiter
Grange, Bannow, Co. Wexford
Phone: 087 9613297
Email: clement.rossiter@ucdconnect.ie
My interest in the Animal Science degree was nurtured at a young age, growing up on a mixed farm 
consisting of cattle, sheep, and horses. I have a keen interest in animal reproduction which stems from 
my time spent as an AI technician with Eurogene. During my time on PWE I gained an invaluable 
insight into methods of research, working with UCD Lyons Farm, Teagasc Grange and Teagasc 
Athenry. I assisted in trials relating to dairy, grassland management, and sheep. Currently, I am a 
member of the careers committee which has given me the opportunity to display my willingness to 
work hard while helping my fellow classmates. 
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Mark Sugrue
Aghatubrid, Caherciveen, Co. Kerry.
Phone: 0870954558             Email: mark.sugrue@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a sheep farm in the south of Kerry, Agriculture took a focal point in my life from a very 
early age. Coming to UCD has really helped me develop my knowledge and gain some invaluable 
experience through my PWE module in third year. In this module I spent time in Denmark on sheep 
placement, and in different parts of Ireland completing my dairy, beef and pig placements which I feel 
has given me an excellent opportunity to experience new working environments both at home and 
abroad that I would not have the opportunity to experience ordinarily. I am a hard-working, diligent 
person and I enjoy working in a team environment. I am not afraid to step outside of my comfort 
zone to gain knowledge and experience and I believe I have good communication skills that help me 
develop good relationships with my colleagues. I actively seek new challenges and look forward to the 
opportunities that await in the future.

Daniel Toal
Annamartin, Smithboro, Co.Monaghan.
Phone: 0871345590  Email: daniel.toal@ucdconnect.ie
I am an eager, ambitious and dedicated worker who has a strong passion for agriculture. I developed 
this passion from a young age growing up on a dairy farm at home, though I have broadened my 
knowledge through my college degree in UCD. I broadened my experience in the industry through 
PWE. I believe my problem-solving abilities and team-working skills are traits of great value to any 
employer. I am eager to see what the future has to offer me personally and what path the agricultural 
industry will take.

Orla Walsh
Killusty South, Fethard, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 086 2599772  Email: orla.walsh1@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a sheep and suckler beef farm is where my love of animals and agriculture stems from, 
instilling my hard-working nature and desire to succeed.  PWE, for which I received a distinction, 
enhanced my passion and desire to work in the resilient agricultural industry, as it continues to 
develop, adapt and progress. During PWE, I completed 10 weeks in Teagasc Advisory Offices which 
enabled me to utilise my strengths of problem solving and using initiative. A highly motivated and 
dedicated young woman, evident by my involvement in the peer mentor programme and Clonmel 
Agricultural Show. I strive for academic and professional excellence and was awarded FBD ‘Champion 
for Change’ award. I hope to further my education in the areas of Walsh Fellowship in Agricultural 
Innovation or Agricultural Extension. 

Sarah Woodmartin         
Phone: 087 9747444
sarah.wood-martin@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a driven individual with a keen interest in the rapidly growing agricultural sector. Growing up 
on a sheep, suckler and poultry farm I have been taught the importance of hard work, passion and 
determination from a young age. I have experienced a whole different perspective on agriculture when 
I travelled to Australia in 2016. I completed my PWE (in which I was awarded a distinction) with 
highlights of being placed in Teagasc, Manor Farm, Aurivo and Emerald Irish Pork in Germany. I am 
an avid sports person as well as being a member of the ag soc committee where I further progressed 
my leadership and interpersonal skills.

UCD 2020

25

Animal Science



UCD 2020 Animal Science - Equine

26

Orla Byrne
Hacketstown, Co.Carlow
0873285717 
orla.byrne1@ucdconnect.ie  
I am a keen people person, with an aptitude for a challenging intellectual workplace. During college, 
I have undertaken the HRI internship, QQI Event Management, representative for My Racing 25 and 
have been on both AgSoc and the Horse Racing Society committees. I am an active outdoor person 
who has grown up on a mixed beef farm. I have worked as an exercise racehorse rider and racecourse 
winning connections liaison for the past five years. I am a positive, inventive worker who is open to 
innovation within many agricultural sectors.

Kate Foley
kate.foley@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a hardworking, reliable and driven individual with a passion for the equine industry, having 
grown up with a strong interest in hunting and the point-to-point scene. Having a solid  work ethic 
has been critical over the past 4 years.  This work ethic was evident when I was awarded the certificate 
of excellence for the animal science – equine degree programme for my PWE which I spent gaining 
work experience both with an equine specialised vet and with Glanbia and Gain feeds. I believe every 
day brings new opportunities and I am ready to grasp them.  

Animal Science – Equine
This programme is designed to equip you with knowledge and skills necessary to provide professional leadership 
and technical support for the dynamic equine industry. The programme offers modules that focus on applied 
sciences that underpin animal and veterinary biosciences, with a particular emphasis on the horse. 



Sarah Carney
Stillorgan, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0896113635  Email: sarah.carney@ucdconnect.ie
I am a dedicated, hard-working, driven individual with a strong interest for nutrition and its application 
to human health and disease. Being diagnosed as a type one diabetic when I was younger, it created 
an interest to find out more about how nutrition can affect my condition as well as learning about 
other health concerns such as obesity. As part of my degree I completed my 10-month PWE at CHI 
at Crumlin. Working there offered me a number of opportunities such as shadowing dietitians on the 
wards and clinics, delivering presentations on healthy eating which enhanced my public speaking 
skills and also conducting a research project which allowed me to develop my critical thinking skills 
as well perfecting my skills in Excel and SPSS. I possess leadership qualities from my time spent as a 
prefect in school, and mesh well into any group or team. As part of my final year project I am looking 
at how social media can influence young people’s food choice. After graduating, I aspire to complete 
my masters in Clinical Nutrition and Dietetics.

Sarah Kiernan
Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
Phone: 0894160424 Email: sarahkiernan789@gmail.com
An ambitious, enthusiastic and hardworking individual. I choose to study Human Nutrition in UCD 
because I have always had a substantial interest and strong aptitude for both nutrition and science. 
My PWE at Tallaght University Hospital allowed me to use and develop some of the key skills I 
attained throughout the course. Alongside intensive study, I have been able to balance a part time job 
in hospitality and been an active member of the UCD voluntary SVP society. All three of these areas 
showcase my excellent interpersonal skills and ability to work both individually and in a team.  

Meabh Lane
Co. Wexford
Phone: 0871528877 Email: meabh.lane@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a small farm in Wexford, I have always had a passion for food, which blossomed into an 
interest in nutrition and food-related health. Learning how to cook and bake from a young age highly 
inspired my interest in this area. I completed my Professional Work Experience in DCU in the area of 
folate metabolism, gaining invaluable research experience in both a desk and lab setting, for which I 
was awarded a distinction. I have a great attitude, a wide range of skills and I am eager to broaden my 
expertise. I am looking forward to applying my knowledge to a career in the area of nutrition.

Laura McBean 
Phone: 083 174 2758
Email: laura.mcbean@ucdconnect.ie
My years studying human nutrition in UCD have really solidified my passion for nutrition, food and 
health. Last year, I was able to combine my love for nutrition with my love for fitness and sports, during 
a 10-month placement in the sports department of the University of Limerick, for which I was awarded 
a distinction, a UCD certificate of excellence for PWE and the Carbery Human Nutrition Placement 
Medal. I am hardworking, highly motivated and eager to expand my knowledge and understanding of 
nutrition as much as possible. I am fluent in French from having grown up in Belgium, and would love 
the opportunity to travel and live abroad again in the future.

Human Nutrition
The Human Nutrition programme is designed to give graduating students a holistic understanding of human 
nutrition, underpinned by a strong scientific background. Students undertake studies in all aspects of nutrition 
from nutritional biochemistry to food regulation. Through the coursework and professional work experience this 
course combines the scientific and practical aspects of nutrition to ensure graduating students are equipped and 
experienced to work effectively in this field.
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Erin Crowley
Knockcroghery, Roscommon
Phone: 0862301566 Email: erincrowleyx@gmail.com
My keen interest in food and nutrition led me to a degree in Food Science. Throughout my time in 
UCD, I have gained valuable knowledge both academically and personally and have a positive attitude 
towards work. I completed my Professional Work Placement in Aurivo Dairy Ingredients which 
gave me valuable experience in production, quality control and new product development while also 
improving my IT, communication and team-work skills. I am a motivated, reliable and enthuastic 
individual with high expectations, who works well on my own initiative and as part of a team. I am 
a flexible, travel friendly person having incorporated a study abroad programme at the University of 
Maryland, USA into my degree. 

Niall Durkan 
Boardsmill, Co. Meath
Phone: 0860327610 Email: niall.durkan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a driven, enthusiastic and reliable individual with a good work ethic. During my time in UCD, 
I have developed my technical and interpersonal skillset to help for my future endeavours ahead. 
Through dedication and hard work, I have maintained a First-Class Honours since commencing the 
Food Science programme. I received a distinction grade with a further prize of receiving a Certificate 
of excellence award from UCD on completion of my PWE with Dawn Farms, where I worked in an 
operations role. I acquired a great deal of knowledge here, with experience in areas such as product 
development, supply chain, marketing, quality and production planning. I also had the opportunity 
to enhance my public speaking skills as well as managing projects. I look forward to an exciting future 
within the global food industry. 

Liu Fangfei
Dundrum, Dublin 14
Phone: 0833580278 
Email: karrie.liu1998@gmail.com
An ambitious and highly motivated individual with passion and interest in the food industry. Coming 
from China, college life in UCD has broadened my horizon and give me a deeper understanding of 
the food in Ireland. I have participated in a food research project in the UCD laboratory, exploring the 
effects of different heating devices on the mushroom. Internship related to marketing and consulting, 
as well as a volunteer programme in Colombia, gave me valuable experience in personal development. 
With the international background and language skills in both Chinese and English, I am willing to 
learn and improve myself, looking forward to engaging in the global food industry.

Rachel Feely
Elfin, Roscommon
Phone: 0868919237 
Email: rachel.feely@ucdconnect.ie
Having grown up on a multi enterprise, suckler-to-beef and sheep farm, the Agri-Food industry 
has always been an important aspect of my life. I pride myself in being a hard-working, dedicated 
individual and a team player. For my PWE placement, I was based in a QC lab with Glanbia Ireland in 
Virginia. Whilst with Glanbia, I gained excellent knowledge of the dairy processing sector itself along 
with gaining key practical experience and greatly improving my soft skills. I look forward to exercising 
these skills, in helping to improve the Irish Agri-Food industry upon graduating.

Food Science
This specialist programme is designed to build skills and knowledge for a career in one of the most important 
and exciting sectors of the economy. It combines the theoretical and practical aspects of food science with special 
modules in agriculture, food biochemistry and the major food groups (dairy, meat, etc). 



Oisin Kelly
Sligo
Phone: 0860521118  Email: oisin.kelly1@ucdconnect.ie
I have always had a keen interest in food, and this has given me the drive to pursue a career in the 
industry. My time in UCD along with a semester spent in Cornell University as part of an exchange 
programme have been extremely beneficial for me in furthering my knowledge, abilities and passion 
for food science. I am currently undertaking a thesis research project in determining unknown light 
sensitive compounds within dairy products. I completed a 24-week work placement in a brewery 
in Sligo where I was able to apply my knowledge gained in a practical setting. This placement was 
invaluable and provided a fantastic opportunity to further my personal development and to progress 
skills in teamwork and analytics. Skills I look forward to applying in the food industry going forward.

Katie Kilgannon
Sligo Phone: 0863506309
Email: katie.kilgannon@ucdconnect.ie  www.linkedin.com/in/katie-kilgannon
I am a challenge seeker, high achiever and enthusiastic learner. Growing up on a farm has made 
me a determined, creative problem solver who isn’t afraid of hard work. I have a strong academic 
background in STEM, and almost 4 years of high performance sales experience, which combined 
make me an effective communicator in a wide range of topics. Energised from a five month placement 
in the organic food industry, I am seeking work opportunities from Autumn 2020 with a particular 
interest in the premium, added value and health food markets.

WenLong Liu
Belgrove student residence, Dublin 4
Phone: 0830691938  Email: wenlong.liu@ucdconnect.ie
After completing the first two years of undergraduate education in food science and engineering at 
South China Agricultural University, I am receiving a diverse and systematic food science education at 
the UCD School of Food Science. The world population has reached 7.7 billion in May 2019, showing 
the continued growth in demand for food and the importance of the food industry. When I realize 
this, I know how lucky I am to study at UCD Food Science College because I am likely to contribute 
to the future of the food industry. At UCD Food Science, I have completed my professional work 
experience with a variety of cutting-edge food technology equipment. A variety of food courses have 
given me a deeper understanding of food science, and it is these interesting courses that keep me 
passionate about learning. My personality is friendly and sincere. With a native Chinese language and 
an excellent English level, my professional knowledge related to food science allows me to dedicate 
myself to the international food industry.

Grace O’Reilly
Stepaside, Co. Dublin 
Phone: 0879201250  Email: grace.oreilly@ucdconnect.ie 
An ambitious, confident and outgoing individual with a passion for everything food related. My time 
in UCD has provided me with an extensive background of the industry and I have particularly enjoyed 
my time spent in the area of Research and Development during my Professional Work Experience 
with Kerry in which I received a Distinction for my report. Kerry gave me the opportunity to carry out 
research as well as preparing samples and carrying out tests on samples as required by the customers. 
I spent a semester abroad studying in Cornell University, NY, an experience that I found equally 
challenging yet rewarding. I am currently carrying out a research project looking at the phytochemical 
content of microgreen plants. The research has given me the opportunity to learn even more laboratory 
practices which I can take with me in my future career in the industry. 

Jenny Olatunji 
Dublin 4
Phone: 0899655162 Email: Jennifer.olatunji@ucdconnect.ie
An assiduous student with a passion for all things Food and Technology. I am a positive team player 
which can be evident in my academia as well as my on-going work experience within the Irish Food 
Industry. I am currently The Student Brand Manager for Camile Thai here at UCD. Having completed 
a Quality internship at Ina’s Kitchen Desserts as well completing Professional Work Experience at 
Tender Meats. I feel equipped in many areas within the Food chain such as Technical, Processing, 
NPD, NPI, Marketing and Purchasing. Having studied abroad at Wageningen University & Research 
and Kansas State University presented the food sector to me in an alternative light to the one here at 
UCD. I am keen on discussing cutting edge technology and Operations.
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Clodagh Pierce
Gorey, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0838649905 Email: clodagh.pierce@ucdconnect.ie
An enthusiastic, highly motivated and ambitious student who has always had a keen interest in the 
Agri-Food industry. I completed my PWE in Musgrave, in which I undertook the role of Food Safety 
and Quality Technical Specialist. My strong work ethic is reflected upon receiving a distinction during 
my time on placement. My passion for horse-riding and the experience from both my part time job 
and working with Musgrave has allowed me to develop effective communication, leadership and team 
work skills. The opportunities in which UCD has provided over my past four years has given me the 
motivation, inspiration and confidence to develop and further my career in the Agri-Food industry.

Mary Sexton 
Rathangan Co. Kildare  
Phone: 0863777714       
Email: mary.sexton@ucdconnect.ie
Having always had a keen interest in Food and nutrition, my time in UCD, has only developed my 
passion for food even further. Having completed a 6-month placement in Glanbia Ingredients Ireland, 
I really got an insight into working for a large company within the food industry. It also developed 
further my teamwork and technical skills. I am a hardworking and highly reliable individual.  I am 
currently undertaking a research project investigating the properties of alcohol insoluble solids residues 
from selected vegetables and examining their ability to promote insulin release in rat pancreatic cells.

Cait Stafford 
Gorey, Co.Wexford
Email: cait.stafford@ucdconnect.ie 
An energetic, hardworking and diligent individual with a positive and self-motivated attitude. I can 
adapt to new jobs and situations quickly and naturally engage with people on all levels. I have over 4 
years’ experience working in the food industry as I have been working part-time as a Quality Control 
Assistant in Stafford’s Bakery in Gorey. This has given me an insight into the food industry and allowed 
me to gain excellent team working and communication skills. I have also completed an internship 
programme with Glanbia. Here I worked as a production intern and provided relief for the dispatch 
and store manager. I am keen to enhance existing skills and passionate about developing a career in 
the food science industry.



David Bolger
Email: David.bolger2@ucdconnect.ie
I have a keen interest in agriculture and business which has stemmed from growing up on a tillage 
farm while also working in my family’s feed mill. I spent two years studying agriculture in CIT before 
transferring to UCD. During my two years in CIT I had the opportunity of spending one semester 
on a tillage farm in New Zealand. On transferring to UCD I spent one year completing a fellowship 
with the innovation academy which I found educational and enjoyable. I spent my professional work 
experience with R&H Hall, working with R&H Hall gave me an insight to global agricultural markets 
something I hope will benefit me in my future career.

Corey Breen
Phone: 0877413846             
Email: coreyb1157@yahoo.ie
An ambitious and passionate student from the south-east with a keen interest in agriculture and 
business. My work experience to date includes working in the tax department in Grant Thornton for 
my PWE. I also have spent many summers and weekends working on farms in Wexford and spent 
two summers with a large landscaping company and a large events company in New York. This was 
invaluable experience to further improve my people skills and allowed me to gain valuable business 
and agricultural knowledge. I now look forward to facing and overcoming the challenges that face the 
agri-food sector in the future and also utilising the opportunities that will come with this.

Brendan Burke
Phone: 0871445410
Email: brendan.burke2@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, enthusiastic and reliable individual. Growing up on a suckler farm, I have 
always had a passion for agriculture and a strong work ethic. I am competent working as part of a team 
or on my own initiative. I gained valuable experience working with Agri Lloyd during my professional 
work experience, for which I received a distinction grade. Through working alongside their sales team 
and interacting with farmers on a daily basis, I enhanced my communication and organisational skills 
while increasing my knowledge of the industry. I am confident that the experience I have gained to 
date will positively contribute to my career in the agriculture industry.  

Emmet Burns
Email: Emmetburns173@gmail.com 
Phone: 0862122826
I am an innovative and reliable individual with excellent organisational skills. During my college 
career I have developed a strong work ethic and the ability to work well with others. I have strong 
communication and interpersonal skills that allow me to successfully complete my goals and lead a 
team. My semester abroad at Iowa State University gave me an insight into international (in particular 
American) perspectives on the Agri-Food industry. Throughout my work experience at KPMG, I 
gained valuable experience of working in an international company and developed and built upon 
my existing skillset. As a new graduate, I am excited to see where my degree takes me and what 
opportunities will arise.

Simon Byrne
Phone: 0851726955  
Email: simon.byrne1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a responsible, reliable highly motivated individual with a strong work ethic. Growing up on a beef 
and tillage farm and an interest in the Irish agri-food sector coupled with a flair for business led me 
to pursue studying Food and Agribusiness Management in UCD. I have excelled in my studies, being 
one of the recipients of the Grant Thornton award in Financial Planning and Control. I also achieved 
a distinction for my PWE with Connolly’s Red Mills. I gained invaluable knowledge of the operations 
and logistics involved in a highly successful Irish Agri company. From working on PWE, I also became 
proficient in SAP software.

Food & Agri-Business Management
This degree programme develops technical understanding of farming and the food production chain as well as 
economic analysis, business management and communication skills. 
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Aoife Carolan
Phone: 0863779251 Email: aoife.carolan1@ucdconnect.ie
My growing interest in the Agri-Food sector has expanded considerably since over my 4 years of 
studying at UCD. I am originally not from a farming background, I do however have a number of 
close relations involved in farming and have gained considerable knowledge from them and my 
peers and lecturers in college. I am a hardworking and ambitious person with strong team work and 
communication skills which I gained further confidence in when I completed my 32 week PWE in 
the Quality Control department of Total Produce. I am very interested in food and food production 
generally and I look forward to expanding my knowledge and experience in the Agri-Food sector.

Orlagh Cleary
Number: 0831122072 E-mail: orlagh.cleary@ucdconnect.ie
I am self-motivated, reliable and hardworking. I have a keen interest in business, sustainability and 
food production. I was awarded a distinction for my professional work experience which I carried out 
at McCambridge Bread. I developed valuable leadership and communication skills during my time at 
McCambridge. I organised the McCambridge stand at Bloom in the Park and I was the Project Manager 
for the LED Lighting Upgrade in the McCambridge bakeries. I balanced part-time jobs throughout 
much of my time at UCD which enabled me to develop excellent time-management and customer 
service skills. I hold a full driver’s licence. I have completed a QQI Level 5 course in Nutrition.

Donnacha Colgan
Phone: 083 431 7572 Email: donnacha.colgan@ucdconnect.ie
I am an energetic hard working individual coming from a beef and tillage enterprise. I have used 
my time in UCD to broaden my knowledge on how Irish agriculture functions. Through holding a 
variety of roles in the agri industry in recent years I understand the many complex factors influencing 
farmer attitudes and practices. Additionally I have developed sales and marketing accum through my 
recent internship with Glanbia. The diversity of the roles I have held have allowed me to gain a unique 
perspective into the Irish agri-food sector. Upon completing my degree I look forward to applying 
what I have learned and leaving my mark on this diverse and challenging industry.

Kieran Connaughton                   
Email: kieran.connaughton@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a farm and having a keen interest in business has motivated me to pursue a career 
in the agribusiness sector. My time in UCD has left me with a great insight and broad knowledge of 
business management and the Agri-food sector . I am commercially minded with a real appetite for 
agriculture, business, innovation and management. I am a self-starter who has real flexibility when it 
comes to different roles and location. I have confidence in my own ability and have proven myself to be 
reliable and hardworking through my PWE and other previous employments. My passion, work ethic 
and real understanding of agriculture & business would make me a valuable asset to your company.

Anna Daly 
Phone: 0857634836 Email: anna.daly97@gmail.com
I am a driven and responsible person with excellent communication skills. I have proven interpersonal 
skills and motivation to complete both personal and team goals.  I thrive when leading a group without 
losing my ability to work as part of a team. I perform best in a fast-paced environment which was 
proven during my PWE with Agri Aware, in which I received a distinction. My PWE gave me the 
opportunity to organise events all over Ireland, network with key industry members and provided me 
with great exposure to the agri-food sector. This exposure has left me determined to succeed in the 
agri-food sector.

Niall Diffley
Phone: 0894008938 Email: nialldiffley@outlook.com
I have always had a passion for the food and business sectors both nationally and internationally. This 
has been further enhanced by spending a semester on the Study Abroad Programme, where I attended 
Purdue University Indiana, and obtained a 4.2 GPA. I have previously worked as Project and Events 
Intern with Agri Aware during the summer following my 2nd year. I completed my PWE the ifac Food 
& Agribusiness team, providing strategic consultancy to Food and Agribusiness SMEs across Ireland, 
receiving a distinction grade.  I am the recipient of the Stage 4 scholarship for academic excellence as 
well as having previously acted as 2nd year rep for the Agricultural Science Society and taking part in 
the Great Agri-Food debate series.
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Clodagh Dolan 
Phone: 0851122942  Email: Clodagh.dolan@ucdconnect.ie 
The Irish and international food industry has always interested me. After discovering a flair for business 
while working in the marketing, logistics and sales department of our family company, I decided to 
study Food and Agricultural Business. I had the opportunity to study abroad at the University of 
Illinois where I received a Student Scholarship Award. My Professional Work Placement at Keeling’s 
Retail, allowed me to gain a real understanding of the FMCG industry. One of the many highlights of 
my internship was travelling to Holland alone to complete a project for the company. I was very pleased 
to be awarded The Grant Thornton Award for PWE Excellence for my placement. I look forward to 
pursuing a challenging and rewarding career in the food and agribusiness industry.

Kevin William Foley
Phone: 0857674475 Email: kevinwjfoley@yahoo.ie
I am a highly motivated and reliable individual with a strong work ethic. Outside of my studies, I 
am heavily involved with my local GAA club. Through my 4 years studying at UCD, I have gained 
relevant knowledge and a broad range of skills through lectures, tutorials, labs and professional work 
experience that will stand to me in my professional career. I have gained valuable experience in the 
food industry working with Dawn Farm Foods over the last 2 years. Additionally, I completed 7 
months PWE in the tax department with Grant Thornton. The experienced gained during my time in 
UCD and has equipped me with a broad variety of skills which I wish to utilise in a career in the food/
agri-business industry.

Conor Gallagher 
Phone: 0871435437 Email: conor.gallagher1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard working and self-motivated individual. I spent a semester in 2018 in Michigan State 
University.  This gave me an insight into the American Agri-Food system. I completed my professional 
work experience in KPMG Irelands CHEC Audit department. This provided me with exposure to a 
multitude of Irish companies, in addition to experience working in the UK. I received a distinction for 
my work.  These experiences have helped me develop a well-rounded, dependable, and flexible skillset 
that I hope to further in the coming years.

Ben Garrett
Mob: 087 9465964 Email: ben.garrett@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, enthusiastic and resilient individual who is able to work well both as part of a 
team and also individually. Having studied Food and Agribusiness Management in UCD for the past 
4 years I have gained invaluable knowledge of and insight into the Irish Agri- Food Industry. During 
this time, I completed an 8-month work placement at Interchem (Ireland), where I learned a lot about 
the day to day running of a business, working in sales, marketing, operations and finance. I have a very 
keen interest in sport, particularly rugby, playing for my local club Bective Rangers where I am captain 
of my team. I have a full clean drivers licence.

Mark Gordon
Phone: 0896187032 Email: mark.gordon1@ucdconnect.ie
Since a young age I’ve had a keen interest in business and the food industry, which led me to studying 
food and agribusiness. I completed my professional work experience at Dawn Meats Rathdowney 
where I worked in the technical department performing quality assurance activities. My excellent 
interpersonal and communication skills allowed me to forge productive working relationships with 
my colleagues helping me to successfully attain my learning objectives. I’ve developed knowledge of 
food safety and quality through working in the Radison Blu hotel during my studies. I’ve been part of 
UCD AFC where I demonstrate great leadership and motivation skills.

Tammy Harkin
Phone: 086 0866900  Email: tammy.harkin@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a sheep and suckler farm in Donegal, the agricultural industry has always been close 
to my heart. My passion for the industry motivated me to pursue studies in Food & Agribusiness 
Management and also to embark on a semester abroad at Iowa State University. As a result, I have 
gained an extensive knowledge of the agricultural sector at both a national and international level. 
My placement in KPMG offered me a unique insight into the financial management of agribusinesses 
across Ireland and the UK. I possess excellent interpersonal, communication and numerical skills. 
I have experience working with people in many diverse settings; Iowa State Crop Research, several 
venues in Dublin including Áras an Uachtaráin, as well as the Livestock Mart in Donegal.
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Conor Harte
Phone: 0852427828 Email: conor.harte@hotmail.com
I am a reliable,  diligent and hard-working individual with strong communication skills. I would 
consider myself to be enthusiastic, driven as well as a risk-taker. I’m attentive and cooperative with 
the ability to work as part of team. As part of my PWE I worked for Paddy Power Betfair who recently 
merged to become the biggest gambling company in the world. I worked on the Trading & Risk 
Management team. I feel the invaluable experience and knowledge gained from my PWE will stand to 
me with any future opportunities that come my way.  

Joe Heffernan 
Phone: 087-1234709 Email: josepheheffernan@gmail.com
I am an experienced, hardworking, passionate and dedicated worker. I Enjoy working as part 
of a team and am equally as capable of working autonomously under my own initiative. I am 
passionate about any task that I take on and I have an interest in continuous self-development. I 
thrive under pressure and try to excel in any task I undertake. I completed my PWE with Ornua. 
At the same time, I also founded my own coffee and confectionery business, which I continue to 
run in tandem with my college studies. I am excited to see what the future holds and am looking 
forward to all future challenges.

Michael Kennedy
Phone: 0851158459 Email: michael.kennedy3@ucdconnect.ie
Having grown up on a beef, sheep and tillage farm, an interest in agriculture was instilled in me from 
a young age. Working part time at a local agricultural machinery auctioneers, I developed an interest 
in agri-business which encouraged me to pursue Food and Agri-Business Management in UCD.  I 
completed my PWE with Glanbia Agribusiness, focusing on retail and farm advisory which gave me 
an appreciation of how large scale agribusinesses operate. A recent conversion of our home farm from 
conventional production to an organic system highlights my adaptability, an important characteristic 
in today’s dynamic food and agricultural sectors. I hope this, along with my driven, hard-working 
qualities will see me go far in the industry.

Steven Kilgallen
Phone: 0857765900
Email: stevenkilgallen@gmail.com
I am an enthusiastic, ambitious and self–motivated individual and take great pride in the work I 
produce. I am motivated towards success and seize every opportunity afforded to me. Having spent 
four months at the world renowned University of Illinois, I gained a greater understanding in my field 
of the many different point of views but all with similar motives. I am an avid sports fan and compete 
at a high level in rugby whilst also balancing my degree. I am a team player with the ability to work on 
my own initiative. I have the ability to adapt to new and challenging environments and look forward 
to pursuing my future career.

Brian McCarthy
Phone: 086-2362597 Email: brian.mccarthy@ucdconnect.ie
A motivated and ambitious individual with an in-depth knowledge of the food and agribusiness sector 
in Ireland. I have a strong work ethic stemming from an agricultural upbringing. I carried out my 
PWE in Glenilen Farm where I gained invaluable knowledge, experience and skills in food production 
and service. The ability to excel in both a team environment and working on my own initiative have 
been proven in both academic and workplace settings. I enjoy challenging myself and am eager to 
demonstrate my skills by carving a career in the food and agribusiness industry.

Thomas Meade
Phone: 0852066267 Email: thomas.meade@hotmail.com
Growing up on a family farm I have always had a huge passion for both business and the food industry 
(along with GAA and Jiving). Always looking for ambitious opportunities both on a National and 
International stage. Studying at Purdue University, USA has given me invaluable experience and building 
networks. Being a UCD F.A.M. rep and ambassador I always aim to develop invaluable connections 
whenever the opportunity arises. In everything I do performance is key; Achieving First Class Honour 
Grades, representing UCD twice in the National Great Agri Food Debate and through work with Irish 
Country Meats and the Meade Potato Company in sales, procurement and managerial divisions. I am 
willing to go above and beyond to develop my skills in both business and the food industry.



Ben Murray
Phone: 086 071 1810  Email: benjamin.murray@ucdconnect.ie
Lifelong interest in agriculture, developed growing up on a family farm. Now keen to carve out a 
successful career in the Agri-Food industry. Passionate about agri-food and possess a relentless drive 
for improvement. An ambitious, highly motivated person with particular strengths in communication 
and organisational skills. I have developed a strong ability to collaborate across a diverse stakeholder 
base, which I proved working in Ornua UK and Ornua Dublin on my internship. I am equally 
comfortable leading from the front or from behind depending on what is necessary for the group. 
Courage, Authenticity, loyalty and determination are core beliefs and characteristics which I hold very 
close to my heart.

Sophie Nash
Phone: 0867350033 Email: sophie.nash@ucdconnect.ie
A hardworking and truly motivated student with a specific interest in the future of sustainability within 
the food supply chain. My 7 month professional work experience with Erova Energy, a renewable 
energy trading company gave me a broad insight into the renewable energy industry. I was awarded a 
distinction for my time with Erova due to my conscientious work within the company. With Erova I 
gained exposure to trading strategies and attained analytic skills using Bloomberg, R-Studio, Excel and 
Python. I look forward to merging my new found skill set with my extensive knowledge of the food 
and agriculture sector. I have gained excellent communication skills after seven years of hospitality 
and customer service experience. I also have a basic fluency in French which I aim to improve.

Niamh O’Hare
Phone: 0870646127 Email: Nohare5@gmail.com
My keen interest in business and the food industry led me to study Food and Agribusiness Management. 
I am a highly motivated and focused individual which is evidenced by my consistently high results 
throughout college. I work well as part of a team and am a good communicator. I am a quick learner 
and enjoy learning new skills. I completed my work experience in KSG Catering, where most of my 
time was spent as a marketing intern. I also have experience in public relations and work in a public 
relations company which represents both Irish and global brands in the lifestyle and beauty sector part 
time. I have enjoyed all my industry experience so far and am looking to develop my knowledge going 
forward.

Michael O’Leary
Phone: 0894340697 Email: michael.oleary@ucdconnect.ie
I am hard working, trustworthy and have good attention to detail. I am always up for a challenge and 
will carry out all tasks to the best of my ability. I work well as part of a team but also can carry out 
tasks off my own initiative. I have worked in numerous businesses in the food and agribusiness sector, 
ranging from physical labour to research to sales and customer service. For my Professional Work 
Experience, I worked in The Cooney Furlong Grain Company in Caim, Co. Wexford where I gained 
great insight in to the workings of the agribusiness and the wider market.

Seán Power
Phone: 087 9200917 Email: sean.power@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking and motivated student with a strong passion for food and business. I have relevant 
business experience through completing my professional work experience in PwC and completing 
an internship in Abbott Sligo. I gained confidence and responsibility and developed valuable 
communication and organisation skills which I look forward to applying in my future career. I am a 
proven team player and leader, shown by my commitment and drive having represented and captained 
my county, club and school at various levels in Gaelic football. My experiences have given me a 
strong foundation on which to build a successful career and add value to any organisation I get the 
opportunity to join. I strive to work in a constantly changing environment which challenges me daily.

Muireann Reily
Phone: 0872878600 Email: muireann.reilly@ucdconnect.ie
I consider myself to be a hard working, positive and ambitious person. Having previously worked in 
both tightly-knit teams and independently, I have gained the ability to adjust to and thrive in diverse 
work environments. During my internship at the non-profit Agri Aware, I was given the opportunity 
to work alongside those employed in areas such as media, education and promotion, while organising 
and planning national events and programmes. This was an extremely enriching and all encompassing 
experience of the agricultural industry, for which I received a Distinction in my assessment. I am 
confident that the skills and experience I have garnered to date will be of benefit to my future career.
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Jack Ringrose
Phone 0871646879 Email: jackringrose@gmail.com
I am a hardworking, self-motivated individual with a strong determination to be successful. Through 
immersing myself in my college course and my PWE at AIB I have gathered a broad range of skills and 
knowledge. I am an outgoing person with great leadership skills and enjoy working with and being 
part of a team. I have great organisational skills as I am currently juggling work at The Olive Feed 
Corporation, playing rugby for the UCD Senior 1st team and also ensuring to maintain my excellent 
college grades. I am a very ambitious driven person who is flexible and always open to new challenges. 
I believe I would be an asset for any company.

Aoife Roche 
Email: aoife.roche@ucdconnect.ie
Phone: 0861266145
I've been interested in food and agriculture since childhood, shown when I received the award for the 
highest Ag. Science Leaving Certificate result in Ireland. Starting UCD, I had no idea what the future 
held but knew I was motivated, focused and aimed to succeed. I’ve made the most of my time studying 
FAM, becoming the first student from the school to go on exchange to New Zealand and through the 
distinction I was awarded for PWE in Accenture. My professional ambition is to pursue my passion for 
food and sustainability, to be in a position to learn constantly and expand my opportunities.

Conor Sheridan
Phone: 0877770361
Email: conor.sheridan1@ucdconnect,ie
Stemming from an agricultural background in which I have been heavily involved in our family-run 
Agricultural & Timber Contracting Company, I have gained a significant insight into the agricultural 
sector, further diversifying and developing my skillset through a series of invaluable work placements, 
most recently with Aurivo Co-Operative Society. I am keen to explore potential, adapt to change and 
challenge myself to succeed in any given environment. I am an enthusiastic, motivated and dedicated 
individual whom has developed a strong appetite for the Irish Agri-Food industry, recognising the 
unprecedented opportunities which lie ahead, and having the ambition and drive to ensure the sector 
capitalises on these future prospects.

Una Sinnott
Knockbrandon, Gorey, Co. Wexford.  
Phone:  0876252521 
E-mail:  una.sinnott@ucdconnect.ie 
I show heart, thought, vision and drive in everything I do, whether that is within academia, previous 
work with the IFA and Irish Farmers Journal, society/student union involvement or on the pitch with 
Wexford (Senior Camogie Captain 2019). Team player but also a natural leader; Claimed two best 
speaker awards at the Great Agri-Food Debating event (2017, 2018), proud UCD GAA scholar and 
UCD student ambassador. Completed a study abroad semester at Iowa State University. I am excited 
to graduate and dive into the industry I have always dreamt of promoting; Irish agriculture. Feedback 
from employers and academics identifies me as a hardworking, enthusiastic and impressive young 
woman.  

Brian Sweeney
Phone: 0868437625
Email: Brian.sweeney@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated and hardworking Food and Agri-business Management graduate with 
experience in a variety of professional environments. I hold strong teamwork and leadership 
capabilities, with a proven track record of team collaboration across my academic, professional and 
sporting background. Most recently, I received a distinction for my 8-month PWE in Agri Aware. 
During this experience I was tasked with the planning and marketing of large-scale events as well 
as the coordination of national educational programmes. I had the opportunity to harness my 
interpersonal skills and further my understanding of the agri-food industry through collaboration 
with many of Agri Aware’s patrons. As a new graduate, I am excited to see where my career takes me 
and the opportunities that await me.



Andrew Westman
Phone: 086 896 6465
Email: andrewwest212@gmail.com
I am very hard working and committed to high standard in all that I do. I have excellent interpersonal 
skills and am comfortable working towards strict deadlines. As a result of my hard work in college 
I was afforded the opportunity to study abroad in 3rd year at the University of Illinois. This was an 
incredible learning experience, on a personal and educational level. I completed my PWE in the Audit 
department of KPMG, gaining valuable business experience dealing with clients and working in 
teams. I am excited to see where my genuine interest in Agri-Business both domestically and further 
afield will take me.

David Wilson 
Phone: 087 2261197
Email: david.wilson@ucdconnect.ie
I have always been a keen learner and I work very well under pressure. Having grown up on a suckler 
beef farm, I have a strong interest in agriculture, sustainable food production and rural development. 
I achieved a distinction grade for my third year PWE, and I took this opportunity to enhance my 
communication skills and learn to work efficiently. My internships in the Irish Farmers Journal and 
Glanbia Ingredients helped me gain valuable experience and a unique perspective into all areas of the 
Irish agri-food sector. GAA plays a big part of my life and is something that has hugely contributed to 
my leadership and team working attributes. I look forward to pursuing a challenging and rewarding 
career in the food and agribusiness industry.
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Mark Collins
Harleypark House, Callan, Co. Kilkenny 
Phone: 086 3175718 Email: mark.collins1@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hardworking and enthusiastic individual. I grew up on a progressive and expanding 
dairy farm, which I have always been heavily involved in. I have a keen interest in dairy and am always 
looking to improve my knowledge and gain experience. I am also an active member of Macra. During 
my time in UCD I spent six months in New Zealand where I worked on 800 cow dairy farm. I also 
spent a semester in Moorepark, attending seminars and field trips with some of the industries top 
researchers and experts. I look forward to the next step in my career where I can learn and progress. 

Kieran Cummins
Two Mile Borris, Thurles, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 087-3462685 Email: kierancummins@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, hardworking, ambitious and reliable person. I am very driven and pride myself on 
my ability to work as part of a team, a skill developed from my participation in the local GAA club 
for many years. Brought up on a split calving dairy farm I have developed an extensive knowledge of 
dairy production, compounding each year. I have broadened my horizons to New Zealand on PWE, 
experiencing first-hand dairy production on a monumental scale. Being afforded the opportunity 
to learn from world leading researchers while studying in Teagasc Moorepark has given me the 
confidence to strive to contributing to the dairy industry in the future.

Brian Daly
Cullenagh, Ballylinan, Co.Laois
Phone: 0858472987 Email: briandaly53@gmail.com
I believe myself to be a good hard worker who can work well in groups or by myself. Being heavily 
involved in GAA for the most of my life I believe it has equipped me with he tools to be a successful 
leader when it comes to all parts of life, along with this, my time in UCD  has given me a huge amount 
of knowledge on the dairy sector. Having spent a semester down in Teagasc Moore park it gave me 
an opportunity to learn from the leaders in the field of dairying which I believe is priceless as they 
continue to lead the way in the industry. Leaving UCD at this moment in time proves to be a nervous 
yet exciting time as the dairy sector in Ireland is ever growing in worth and importance to or economy.

Mark Dolan
Kilkerrin road, Glenamaddy, Co. Galway
Phone: 0863581322 Email: Markdolan98@live.ie    
I am a hardworking, enthusiastic and entrepreneurial individual with a genuine passion for agriculture and the 
agricultural industry. Although I come from on a non-farming background, I established my own Pedigree 
multi-breed sheep enterprise in 2014. I am a sporty person where I am heavily involved with my local GAA 
club. I was honoured to receive a distinction for my PWE which I completed in Mid-Canterbury, New Zealand 
on a 2000 cow dairy farm. The highlight of my time in Dairy Business was the semester spent in Teagasc 
Moorepark which offered me extravagant experience and knowledge in the most imperative areas associated 
to dairy farming whilst also obtaining one of the best dairy farmers in the country as a mentor. I look forward 
to furthering my career contributing to our exciting and opportunistic Irish dairy industry.

Liam Dunphy
Bunlacken, Cullohill, Portlaoise, Co Laois
Phone: 087 1479138
I am a hardworking, driven and self-motivated person. My passion for agriculture has developed from 
my experience of growing up on a mixed beef and dairy farm. Studying Dairy Business in UCD has 
given me an excellent knowledge of the core scientific and business elements of farming. I was fortunate 
enough to carry out my PWE in New Zealand working on a 2400 cow farm. This experience increased 
my knowledge of the key skills for dairy. Spending a further semester in the world class facility that is 
Teagasc Moorepark, I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to study under the countries leading 
dairy researchers. Here I could further develop the skills I learned in both UCD and New Zealand. I 
am very fortunate to be graduating at such an exciting time for the dairy industry in Ireland.

Dairy Business
The Dairy Business programme was designed to provide students entering the dairy industry (dairy farming 
or supporting industries) with a high level of scientific, technical and business skills in conjunction with strong 
communication skills.
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David Fennelly
Tinnakill, Portarlington, Co. Laois
Phone: 086 121 6071 E-mail: david.fennelly@ucdconnect.ie
From a farm in Co. Laois, it is here I accredit my hard-working nature and interest in farming. I’m well 
organised by nature, and work well within, and leading teams be it in the fields of GAA, or work. My 
time at UCD has coined my natural ability with excellent communication skills, achieving outstanding 
grades along the way. Sponsored by the Irish Farmers Journal, I earned a travel bursary which took me 
to New Zealand. I was honoured to receive a distinction and be awarded the certificate of excellence in 
Professional Work Experience. Completing the remainder of 3rd year in Moorepark further enhanced 
my technical ability, which I look forward to expressing and building upon in the future.

Eoin Heffernan 
Kearney Bay, Glenmore, Co. Kilkenny                                                                     
Phone: 087-3533844 Email: eoin.heffernan@ucdconnect.ie
Converting from a mixed enterprise of beef, tillage and dairy to a dairy only, grass focused unit has exposed 
me to a wider scope of agriculture than just dairy alone. I am an ambitious, interactive, forward thinker who 
likes to set goals, working under my own initiative and as part of a team. I enjoy problem solving and being 
asked to overcome a challenge. During my PWE, I spent five months on a large-scale dairy farm in New 
Zealand which allowed the invaluable development of furthering my knowledge in grassland, livestock and 
labour management. This helped grow my communication skills. I further harnessed these in my time in 
Teagasc Moorepark. I look forward to the next step in my career and hope to make a positive contribution 
to the Irish Agricultural industry of the future.

Patrick Horgan
Muff, Nobber, Co. Meath
Phone: 087-4179528 Email: patrickghorgan@gmail.com
Growing up on a mixed farming enterprise in North Meath I always enjoyed doing the variety of 
tasks on a farm. Dairying became my main focus and I have worked many parts of the sector. Indoor 
systems (UK), Outdoor Systems (NZ) and in a processing plant. Dairying has helped me to see other 
countries and meet many new people. Similarly, Playing the Harp and Piano as hobbies have added 
much to my character. I have enjoyed and excelled at all parts of my studies and was delighted to 
receive the Paddy O’ Keefe medal from Moorepark for a dairy project last year. Going forward I hope 
to see more of the world through dairying and contribute to the industry as I go.

Hannah Irish
Mount Swan, Nicholastown, Slieverue, Co. Kilkenny
Phone:  0851398989 Email:  hannah.irish@ucdconnect.ie
Farming has been a huge part of my life from a very young age. I have had fantastic opportunities since 
coming to UCD, from working in New Zealand with over 800 cows to studying in Teagasc Moorepark. 
This has developed my skills and confidence greatly. On my home farm, I work alongside my father where 
we are making improvements in such areas as animal breeding, grassland management, herd health and 
milk quality. I am a dependable hardworking person who is highly motivated at any given task . Second 
to Agriculture camogie would be my biggest passion. I play with my local club and the UCD senior team. 
Through this I have learned valuable skills such as leadership, communication and team work.

Diarmuid Kiely
Belgooly , Co. Cork
Phone: 083 1112107 Email: diarmuid.kiely@ucdconnect.ie
I would like to think of myself as an enthusiastic, driven and reliable individual. I come from a dairy farming 
background and am no stranger to hard work. I thoroughly enjoy both the farming itself and the theory 
aspect behind farming and the agricultural industry as a whole. Being part of a GAA team and powerlifting 
in my spare time also reinforce these qualities. But I am always looking to further increase my skillset. My 
PWE experience in New Zealand was an eye opening experience for me and something I feel will stand 
to me in the future. I am very hopeful for the future of the agricultural industry of Ireland and am looking 
forward to being part of the imminent changes that are to come in the next number of years. 

Tomás Lacey
Milltown House, Milltown, Ballylinan, Co. Laois. 
Phone: 085 112 3961    Email: tlacey111@hotmail.com
Growing up on a dairy farm in County Laois meant that from a young age I appreciated the value of a good 
work ethic. Today I am a hardworking, motivated and high achieving student. Having worked on farms 
in England, Ireland and New Zealand (PWE), I am leaving UCD with a broad knowledge of the Dairy 
Industry. Along with working with an auctioneer in Laois and a role in hospitality in America, I believe 
I could add value to any organisation or team I might work with in the future. Having gained so much 
experience from travelling abroad already, I would be interested in a role that involves travelling again. 
Outside of agriculture, I have great passion for sport, playing both soccer and GAA for my local clubs.
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Daniel McHugh
Brianstown House, Co. Longford
Phone: 086 0393156 Email: daniel.mchugh@ucdconnect.ie            
I would consider myself to be an extremely hardworking, punctual and reliable person. I am affable 
and work well in team environments. I am organized and have good attention to detail. I grew up 
on a dairy farm which has given me a passion from a young age to work in agriculture.  Through 
my background in dairy farming and playing sports, I understand the importance of dedication and 
perseverance. I have developed strong leadership qualities though captaining various rugby and Gaelic 
football teams growing up and rely on good communication skills to achieve group goals. I carried 
out PWE on a 750-cow dairy farm in New Zealand where I furthered my practical skills alongside my 
interpersonal skills with a large staff network. I am excited for my future in the agricultural industry.

Ryan Meegan
Knockbridge, Dundalk, Co. Louth
Phone: 0834896197 Email: ryanmeegan@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, reliable and hardworking individual with a passion for agriculture. I have grown 
up on a dairy farm, providing me with skills which I have further developed during my time in 
UCD. I spent 6 months working on a 1,000-cow dairy-herd in Canterbury, New Zealand, receiving a 
distinction for my PWE. As part of the dairy business course I spent a semester studying in Moorepark 
in which I thoroughly enjoyed learning from some of the leading researchers within the industry. I 
hope to pursue a challenging and rewarding career in the rapidly growing dairy sector. 

Zoe Newenham 
Coolmore, Carrigaline, Co. Cork 
Phone: 0862359949 Email: zoe.newenham@ucdconnect.ie 
I have grown up on a progressive pasture based dairy farm which has given me a strong work ethic and the 
ambition to improve both myself and my family farm. In 2019, Sponsored by The Irish Farmers Journal I 
received a travel bursary which took me to New Zealand for my PWE. Here, I developed invaluable hands-
on experience working on spring calving farms. It has shown me the importance of efficiency, management 
of both animals and people, and the importance of sustainable farming going forward. As well as this, I have 
gained teamwork and leadership skills throughout my life by participating in team sports such as rowing 
and hockey. One of the most enjoyable experiences was the semester I spent in Moorepark which gave me 
the opportunity to learn from the leading researchers and farmers in the dairy industry.

Robert O’Leary
Belrose, Innishannon, Co.Cork
Phone 0861259862 Email robertoleary98@gmail.com
Having grown up on a dairy farm in Cork, studying Dairy business in UCD has allowed me to develop 
the knowledge and skills required for a successful career in the industry. I have spent time working 
on a large scale dairy unit in New Zealand as part of my professional work placement. Last summer I 
also availed of the opportunity to work on an organic dairy beef and tillage enterprise in France. I am 
a hardworking honest individual and I look forward dealing with the challenges faced in our industry 
as I graduate from UCD.  

Robert Wade
Thomastown, Golden, Cashel, Co. Tipperary 
Phone: 0838211011 Email: robert.wade@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard working, ambitious and self motivated young person, with a keen interest in the dairy industry. 
Growing up on a progressive dairy farm, which I credit for my interest and knowledge of the dairy industry, 
agriculture was embedded in me. My time in UCD which was spent at Moorepark and six months in New 
Zealand working alongside and learning from the best people in the dairy industry thought me a lot about 
and gave me massive experience in grassland production and labour management. I have also worked with 
Tipperary Coop for a summer. Working on milk intake which showed me a completely different side of 
the dairy industry that was very beneficial and which I was able to apply to many areas of my course. I am 
looking forward on making a positive contribution in the rapidly growing dairy sector in Ireland.

Evan Walsh
Ardbash House, Edenderry, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0857548035 Email: evan.walsh@ucdconnect.ie
I am from a split calving holstein farm at home. I used my PWE to spend time on a robotic dairy farm 
in the Netherlands. This gave me a great chance to see the importance of hygiene and efficiency as 
part of a team. Following this I spent a semester in Moorpark and worked with a spring calving, grass 
based dairy farm. This contrast in systems helped to understand the differences and similarities that 
exist in the dairy sector.
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Agri-Environmental Science
The main focus of this programme is the complex interactions between how land is used and natural environment. 
Skills are developed in integrated agricultural management, landscape, flora and fauna conservation, and 
environmental planning and assessment.

Jack Brennan
Threemilehouse, Co. Monaghan
Mobile: 0858698996 Email: jack.brennan1@ucdconnect.ie
I grew up spending most of my time on my grandfather’s dairy farm, milking 100 cows in the drumlins 
of Monaghan. For this reason, I knew that agriculture was something I wanted to pursue in my career. 
With all the talk around climate I knew agri-environmental science was the degree for the future. I 
have experienced different sides of the industry doing my PWE in both the Monaghan county council 
environment section and Teagasc, both of which I gained valuable experience from.

Mary Cleary
Clonard, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0863774412 Email:marycleary16@outlook.com 
A reliable, enthusiastic and hardworking individual with a passion for agriculture and the environment. 
Coming from a dairy farm background, I was introduced to agriculture at an early age and developed 
an interest in the sector. I believe the future of agriculture is dependent on our ability to adapt and 
understand the critical challenges faced in achieving the balance between farm productivity and 
environmental sustainability. That of which I have learned through the Agri-Environmental Sciences 
programme. I have gained valuable experience on my PWE working with Teagasc in Johnstown Castle, 
Environmental Research Centre, Wexford.

Laura Hynes
Lucan, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0870630160 Email: laura.hynes@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, highly reliable and positive individual. My keen interest in sustainability 
and the ever-changing environment is what led me to pursue a degree in Agri-Environmental 
sciences. I have gained invaluable experience during my PWE placement based in the Crop Variety 
Evaluation and Seed Certification Division in DAFM. Scoring various diseases amongst crops and 
analysing grain quality significantly increased my understanding of crops in Ireland. I aspire to use 
the skills and knowledge I have required throughout my time at UCD in future roles in the Agri- 
Environmental sector.

Hugo Marchal 
Aix en Provence, France / Dooks, Co. Kerry 
Phone: 0870939117 E-mail : hugo.machal@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up bi-national and bilingual has always made me aware of diversity and the global nature of 
the world we live in.  I am an enthusiastic and motivated student that is always keen to learn more and 
thrives on new experiences. Playing with one of the UCD rugby team and being on the French society 
committee has taught me the value of team work. My PWE working in the Department of Agriculture 
in Johnstown Castle on the “GLAS” scheme and on a vineyard in the south of France has deepened 
my knowledge of both production and policies. I have always been interested and worked in the food 
science sector since a very young age and chose to study agri-environmental sciences to further my 
knowledge of the impact of food and agriculture on the environment. I am looking forward to working 
in the food and agricultural sector to improve and showcase my skillset.

Christian McKenna
Email: Christian.mckenna@ucdconnect.ie
I grew up with a passion for sustainability, both in terms of our food and environmental resources, and 
my four years in Agri-Environmental Science has only accentuated that. I spent my PWE exploring 
both of these aspects with 16 weeks at DAFM working on GLAS and several weeks on a dairy farm. I 
also gained insight into the more business-oriented side of Agriculture with a 10-week internship at 
Westland Milk Products in New Zealand. I believe I am a bright and perceptive individual and that I 
have the capacity to work both alone or in a group.



Micheal Mooney
Email: micheal.mooney@ucdconnect.ie
I’m an enthusiastic, reliable and hardworking individual with a keen interest in agricultural and 
environmental science. I’ve great communication skills and can aptly work as part of a team or on my own. 
I’m a positive person and display a great attitude. During my PWE I gained invaluable experience with 
Teagasc along with working with a dairy enterprise. I am excited to use the skills I have learned as well as 
developing more knowledge and aim to pursue a challenging and rewarding advisory career in the rapidly 
growing area of environmental agriculture.

Jack O’Connor 
Dunmain, Gusserane, New Ross, County Wexford
Phone: 086-1218538 Email:  jack.o-connor.2@ucdconnect.ie
I have a keen interest in how the agricultural sector can affect the environment. I gained invaluable 
experience while working with the EPA during my PWE which then extended into a summer internship, 
where I received a holistic insight into how law regulates environmental affairs in Ireland. I also worked on 
a dairy farm during my placement which was vital for me to see the practical side of an agricultural working 
environment, as I feel one of the major challenges moving forward is to get integration with policy makers 
and the practical farming environment. I have worked in retail for 6 years where I feel I developed excellent 
inter-personal skills, and won several customer service awards. I am looking to continue growing my skills 
and knowledge of the Agri-Environmental sector and helping to solve the problems that it faces.

Mark Ronan
Gainstown, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
Phone: 087 3575966 Email: mark.ronan1@ucdconnect.ie
Hailing from a large suckler farm in the midlands, agriculture has always been my predominant interest 
in life. I am a reliable and ambitious individual, who thrives working in both the office environment and 
manually out in the field. Having completed a sub three-hour marathon, I mastered the art of discipline and 
dedication whilst maintaining a healthy work-life balance. Through the PWE component of the course, I 
gained invaluable experience through Teagasc advisory and through working on highly respected farms in 
Ireland and the UK in which I received an excellence award.  I look forward to a career engaging with many 
aspects of the agricultural industry as we strive for greater productivity whilst minimizing environmental 
impact as we enter the next generation of farming. I have a full clean drivers’ licence and willing to travel.

Lauren Stanley 
Donaughmore, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 087-9370475 Email: Lauren.stanley@ucdconnect.ie 
I am an ambitious, hardworking and enthusiastic person and consider myself a motivated and dedicated 
individual. Growing up on a sheep and tillage farm, as well as agricultural contractors, has accredited my 
strong work ethic, determination and flexibility. I am a sporty person and I am involved in my local GAA 
club. I was honoured to receive a distinction for my work experience which I completed with Boortmalt 
and on a progressive dairy farm, which afforded me the opportunity to continue working part-time. I 
have gained valuable insights into both the agricultural and environmental industries. With a passion for 
agriculture, I look forward to a being a part of and contributing to the agricultural sector. 

Henry Tennyson
Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny 
Phone: (086)2596054  Email: henry.tennyson@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from an agricultural background and throughout the course of my degree, I found AES well suited 
to my interests as it combined key factors, issues and benefits of the relationship between the environment 
and agriculture both in Ireland and further abroad. During my third year in AES, I was fortunate to have 
gained a large amount of experience through completing my PWE with the Organics Unit in the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and in an environmental consultancy firm where I worked part of the 
soil science team. During my time in college, I have also worked part time as a trainee geoscientist and with 
an agricultural consultant. My experience to date has helped me to develop my traits as a hardworking, 
diligent and ambitious individual. I have obtained through my work experiences, a strong understanding of 
workplace practices and I have learned to work as a team member.

Martin Walsh
martin.walsh1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, motivated and energetic student with keen interests in agri-environmental issues, 
sustainable farming methods and biodiversity. I spent PWE on a busy mixed dairy & beef farm in the 
midlands and also with the Climate Change & Bioenergy Policy Division within The Department of 
Agriculture, Food & The Marine. Having received a distinction for PWE, the invaluable experience gained 
proved how passionate I am about my degree programme. I balance my studies while holding a part-time 
job throughout my college degree. I have a full clean driver’s licence. I look forward to putting into practice 
the knowledge and skills I have gained from my college degree and work placement into my future career. 
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Evan Eivers 
Mullingar Co. Westmeath
Phone: 0866677447 
Email: evan.eivers@ucdconnect.ie
I’m a positive, enthusiastic and highly resilient individual with an immense passion for all aspects 
of agriculture. From a young age I have immersed myself in a wide range of agricultural sectors. 
Through this exposure I gained an appreciation for the importance of renewable resources and how 
these could benefit and increase profits for the major agricultural operations carried out in Ireland. 
The combined knowledge from my studies at UCD and the summers spent working with leading 
agricultural practitioners has enabled me to interpret the diverse range of forestry opportunities 
available in Ireland. I look forward to putting this wealth of knowledge, enthusiasm and ideas to work 
for the benefit of your enterprise.

Patrick Flynn 
Farrel mac Farrell, Dromore West, Co Sligo
Phone: 0871662052 
Email: patrick.flynn@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard working individual with a keen interest in forestry. Growing up and working on our family 
run agricultural supplies business gave me a great background in all aspects of agriculture. Having 
forestry and a farm encouraged my interest the industry and influenced me to pursue a career in this 
sector. I spent the majority of my PWE with the Western Forestry Co-op and enjoyed this experience 
which allowed me to gain valuable knowledge on the forest sector. I look forward to graduating at such 
an exciting time in Irish forestry.

Michael Smith
Bray, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 0867923408 
Email: michael.smith1@ucdconnect.ie
I’ve always had a passion for the outdoors and throughout my undergraduate program at UCD, I have 
studied many aspects of Forestry which has prompted my aspiration to work in the Forestry sector. I 
have gained profuse interest in all things forestry related during my studies, particularly mycology and 
forest protection. During my PWE, I experienced a good mix of aspects within the Forestry industry. 
I gained practical experience working with the Icelandic Forest Service for 10 weeks and research 
and surveying based experience working on a Continuous Cover Forestry (CCF) PhD project with 
Teagasc. My work experience placement gave me the opportunity to draw valuable understanding 
of the Forestry industry. I suit well in a team as I’m competent, reliable and willing to work hard. I 
am keen and excited to move forward with my career and am eagerly anticipating the opportunity to 
expand my skill-set and knowledge of the Forestry industry.

Forestry

Forestry
Graduates from this programme will have the knowledge and skills to manage and advise on timber production, 
sustainable forest management and forest related businesses. The programme consists of a mix of biological, 
production and business modules. 
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Mark Murphy 
Cordevlish, Stranooden, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 087 3590237
Email: mark.murphy2@ucdconnect.ie
I am  a  committed,  ambitious  and highly motivated  individual with a drive to succeed in the 
horticulture sector.  Coming from a beef and sheep background, my interest and knowledge in 
agriculture extends beyond my horticulture degree in UCD. The broad range of modules  in which 
I studied provided me with  an  extensive knowledge of many areas of the horticultural industry. I 
earned months of hands-on experience during my time with  Football Association of Ireland  on 
my professional work experience. In 2019, I was awarded a Certificate of Excellence for my professional 
work experience the Horticulture, Landscape and Sportsturf Management programme. I look forward 
to furthering my knowledge and experience in a growing horticultural sector.

Charlie Staunton
Quarryland Batterstown, Co. Meath
Phone: 0868100504                    
Email: stauntoncharlie@gmail.com
I picked Horticulture and Sports turf Management as I believe I would be able to excel in any sector of 
this industry. I completed my placement in sports turf construction building artificial and grass pitches 
around Ireland and have  received excellent reference from my employer  who’s  one of the  leading 
companies in the industry. I am an early riser who enjoys hard work and the sense of achievement of 
having the job well done. I am very disciplined individual and will always give my best.

Horticulture, Landscape & Sports Turf Management
This programme develops expertise and skills for a wide range of careers in fresh food production, quality assurance, 
nursery and ornamental plant production, garden centre management, sports turf (golf courses, playing fields, etc) 
and landscape management. 
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Flexible on-farm �ork

Weekend �ork

Upskill training

Experience on various farm enterprises

Competitive rates - paid through F��

Local Work

Graduate opportunities available

GET HANDS-ON SKILLS &

EXPAND YOUR CAREER

POTENTIAL WITH FRS

 

Visit: www.frsfarmrelief.ie/careers

Or Call: 1890 790 890



WISHES ALL UCD STUDENTS 
THE BEST IN THEIR STUDIES 
& FUTURE EXAMS

For further information or if you wish to apply 
please send CV and Cover letter to careersdg@dairygoldagri.ie

Check out www.dairygold.ie for all our exciting career opportunities

A core element of the Dairygold Graduate Programme is its 
accredited Management & Professional Development Programme: 

The Diploma in Management Practice.

Career Opportunities: 
Dairygold Agri Business

On joining the Dairygold Team you will be given:
➤ An individually tailored two year career path plan to build a solid foundation 
of skills and competencies.

➤ Structured on-the-job experience which spans across the organisation and 
in a variety of locations throughout Munster.

➤ Block-placement spending time in area sales, inside sales, technical sales, 
quality, supply chain, logistics and/or production in the milling facilities.

➤ Mentorship and Continuous investment in Learning and Development.

➤ Ample opportunities to progress into Management Positions early in your career.

✔ Inside/ Area Sales
✔ Quality Control/ Quality Assurance
✔ Technical/ Nutritional Advice
✔ Supply Chain/ Logistics 
✔ Finance & Purchasing
✔ Productions/ Operations
✔ Business Development
✔ Area Sales Management
✔ 2 Yr Graduate Programme
✔ 8 MonthPWE



UCD Agricultural Science Careers Committee
Agriculture and Food Science Centre
UCD, Belfield, Dublin 4
T: +353 (1) 716 7194
E: agcareers@gmail.com
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