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The nation-state is being transformed by the rise of transnational economics, transnational media, and transnational politics. The structural changes that the nation-state is currently undergoing, fuelled by new media and new communication technologies as well as by the political-economic regimes that accompany them, entices one to rethink the most basic concepts of the political sphere such as ‘citizenship’, ‘nation’, or ‘politics’ itself. In short, a reconceptualization of the political is in order. 

In my paper I argue that the rethinking of political concepts is not a peripheral phenomenon for the humanities (philosophy, cultural studies, literature); rather the reconceptualisation of the political strikes the core of the humanities and the work that is being done there.
 As such, the task of the humanities is to be actively involved with the rethinking of the political. I base my claim on the recent work of Jacques Derrida on politics. In discussing Jacques Derrida’s argument that the necessity to rethink the concept of thought itself evolves directly from the changes in the political reality today, I argue that seemingly abstract issues like the philosophical quest to define the nature of thinking are determined by the current changes in the political sphere. By implication, the reconceptualization of thought will be relevant for the reconceptualization of the political as well. Derrida stated that to contribute to a reconceptualization of the political “one has to pass through thought – there is no distinction here between thought and action. Whoever attempts to justify his political choice or pursue a political line without thought – in the sense of a thinking that exceeds science, philosophy, and technics – (…) this person is not being (…) politically responsible. ”
 Explaining this precise interrelation of thought and politics that make that the political strikes the core of humanities will take up the first part of my paper. 

Derrida’s plea to implicate politics in thought and thought in politics does not only lie at the origin of some of the most important political concepts (such as responsibility and democracy-to-come), it also leads him to rethink the role of the university (and more in particular the humanities). The last part of my paper focuses on Derrida’s reconceptualization of the humanities. To be able to pass through thought to contribute to a reconceptualization of the political, while at the same time taking into account the impact of current political changes on the university, a reconceptualization of the university is in order. The university will have to be a place were one can say and think anything, where one is able to criticize and resist current political or economical strategies. Only in this way, Derrida writes in The University without condition, will it be possible to produce thought that can contribute to rethinking the political, and on a more philosophical level, to justice. Concluding his essay on the university Derrida writes: “Let us call here thought that which at times commands (…) the justice of this resistance or this dissidence [of the university – B.I.]. It is also what puts deconstruction to work or inspires it as justice.”
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� Derrida, “Nietzsche and the Machine”, in Negotiations (Stanford University Press: Stanford, 2002), p. 237.
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