Title: "'The Kimmage Junta': the new left wing of the Irish nation in

Post-war Ireland"

Diarmuid Whelan
Blurb: This paper looks at the genesis of what would become the dominant

post-war intellectual voice of Ireland, arising as it does from a cadre of

young 1950s Irish intellectuals. It deals with their social views and

their foreign policy take, especially what I call the 'first wave of Irish

anti-Americanism'. Conor Cruise O'Brien, Owen Sheehy Skeffington, Hubert

Butler and Val Iremonger were at the head of this group, which O'Brien

facetiously referred to as 'the kimmage junta', and which sought to take

the baton, so to speak, from Peadar O'Donnell, Seán O'Faolain et al. In

doing so they sketched the outline of later day Irish intellectual

orthodoxy.

