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Kant’s interrogative definition of the Enlightenment, with its motto ‘sapere aude’ dares his audience to think critically about contemporary culture.  This paper, taking account of Adorno’s critique of instrumental reason, and looking at Derrida’s views of a new Enlightenment, will pose the same question of the intellectual in contemporary Ireland.

It will seek to define the role of the intellectual as an opinion former and discursive interpreter in a world where text has become hyper-text and cyber text, and where the global influences the local on levels never seen before.

It will also situate the role of the intellectual socio-culturally in a society which has possibly bypassed modernism on its way to postmodern, post-colonial and arguably approaching post-nationalist status, and where the traditional arbiters of public opinion, church and nationalist politicians have been moved off centre-stage.

The paper will examine use as exemplary texts socio-cultural issues such as tribunals, the catholic church and university politics.

