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This paper considers some of the ways in which ‘America’ functions as a screen for localised concerns in the work of European Intellectuals, often as a barely acknowledged dialectic that reflects back on the uncertainties of European identity.  In the last few years, this dialectic has operated under the growing shadow of American empire and European identity.  In the last few years, this dialectic has operated under the growing shadow of American empire and European estrangement from the United States.  The paper examines selected critical perspectives (including those of Jurgen Habermas and Slavoj Zizek) on American empire and argues that the efforts by these intellectuals to promote Europe as a counter to American hegemony produces tensions and contradictions in their views on the historical and moral identity of Europe. 

