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Globalizing processes are transforming the role of the intellectual and their relationship to national politics and publics. This paper will address the question of what might be called the “global public intellectual” using case material from an interdisciplinary study of Edward Said.  Using the notion of globalization developed by Jan Aart Scholte and the sociology of intellectuals approach of Randall Collins, we will look at three processes that may be creating a new space for global public intellectuals: the role of technology and the internet, the emergence of global social movements and governance institutions and the globalization of the contemporary research university. Why does the situation of intellectuals differ today, from the dynamics during the time of Bertrand Russell, John Paul Sartre and Franz Fanon., earlier examples of public intellectual with a global reach? We will address this historical comparison through the lens of recent debates in globalization research and the sociology of intellectuals. 

