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Unlike many of its European counterparts, Ireland does not have a strong independent philosophical tradition.  There is no school of philosophical thought that 

can properly be called ‘Irish’, like, for example, Russian formalism or German idealism.  Perhaps for this reason, it evinces a relatively low instance of intellectual involvement in the public affairs of the nation, with one overwhelming exception: the nation itself, and the dilemma of its definition as an abstract, ideological, political entity.  A vast amount of intellectual energy has been devoted to the subject of the nation as a direct result of the centuries of colonial antagonism with Great Britain, which in recent decades has manifested itself in literary and historical writing as post-colonialism, with a resultant neglect of other post-structuralist discourses, like psychoanalysis.  


This paper argues that because of the long tradition of national definition in relation to the colonial other, Irish intellectuals are badly equipped to deal with the practical challenges that face Ireland as a wealthy Western nation in which the colonial past has little tangible bearing.  One of the biggest changes that Ireland as undergone in the last decade is the appearance of immigrants, asylum-seekers and migrant workers for the first time in modern history, and the emergence of racism that has greeted their arrival.  In this context, the Citizen’s question to Mr. Bloom in Ulysses: ‘what is your nation?’ is both prophetic and pressing.  Although post-colonialism is valuable as an ideology that values inclusivity and hybridity, its immersion in Ireland’s colonial past and its failure to theorize immigration to the post-colony hinders its analytic ability.  This paper argues that the society of modern Ireland may be more fully understood through the merging of the Other of post-colonialism and the Other of psychoanalysis, creating a space in which the colonized Other, the racial Other and the Other of language which divides every subject from him/herself can co-exist.  By opening up the psychoanalytic origins of post-colonialism in texts like Franz Fanon’s Black Skin White Mask and Homi Bhabha’s The Location of Culture, a theoretical matrix is formed that can accommodate the diversity of the modern Irish nation.   

