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Aristotle defined as second nature those habits and customs which together make an identity, as distinct from the permanent attributes that go to make up human nature.  Since the end of the cold war, globalization has taken off as a second human nature, even according to some theorists, the market mentality being intrinsic to the composition of the human being and capitalism being an essential feature of life on earth.

The whole cycle seems to be a build up of territorial fronts, the establishment of a ruling elite, declarations of independence away from the central powers which are largely cohesive of identities such as language and social customs, and re absorption at a later stage into a wider federalistic agenda aiming at peace, such as Pax Romana, and now Pax Europa

Therefore nation states, and the habits and customs of thought have become secondary, in the eyes of some.  Nation states that came into being with statutory declarations of individual rights and social justice now seem obsolete.   In the modern nation state, where all are declared to be equal there is a distinct lack of accommodation for the intellectual, who finds that the concepts of equality and identity are not synonomous.

.

Being an intellectual therefore begs the question of equality.  If we take the states of the 20th century, the Irish state was the first to throw off the shackles of colonialism and declare itself as a sovereign state.  The Constitution laid out the forms of government while both the Church and the Press and the government presented a monolithic face of Catholicism.  This was broken in the 1950s by the Noel Browne affair, who sought to bring the family into the social sphere, so that it would no longer be a private institution, but a function of the state.  The bishops, particularly Jeremiah Newman of Limerick, and John Charles McQuaid of Dublin fought to have the supremacy of the Church in the family, to the point of impoverishing families.  The territory over which this war raged was women’s bodies. 

If the nation is dependent for its welfare on the education of the young, and if the religious owns the schools, then the states rights are secondary to the programme for catholic education.  This is why the independent schools sprung up in the late sixties and seventies to rid themselves of ecclesiastical interference.

Therefore the trend to globalization has minimized those factors of identity – nation, gender and put in place commodity fetishism in which subjectivity is marketed as objectivity, and objectivity posits that we are all the same, consumers.  The intelligentsia have a role to play in this, but cut off from the public and in Ireland, suffering from an elitist view, have made little impact on public opinion which would help the public renegotiate their identity, their gender and nationality not as social markers but as intrinsic and worthy of their unique subjectivity.  .  

