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“Some Negroes in America showed an interest in Africa before the 1860’s—usually in the face of the criticism of the Black abolitionists such as Frederick Douglas who considered the African dream a dangerous diversification of energies which were needed in the fight for emancipation and civil rights.”

Cruse, Harold, The Crisis Of The Negro Intellectual, New York Review Book, 1967

Africa and the Diaspora are issues of conflict and concern for the English and Americans of old and the present. Just how does ‘The Other’ perceive itself? Just how has “The Other’ redeemed itself in the face of repressive tendencies? Much is written by and about the Francophone intellectuals and the followers of the theory of The Negritude (Francis Fallon and Senghor). However, intellectualism corrupted and subverted in the face of ‘Anglo’ dominated Black Nationalism is a primary issue in mainland, intellectual African politics too. Contemporary artists, in the literary genre, in Kenya and Rhodesia (past) have emerged to demonstrate their intellectualism in the face of tyranny within the State. 

Ngugui Wa Thiong’O and his work Decolonising The Mind (2003) and Tsitsi Dangarembga’s Nervous Conditions (1988) explore the conflict of Black intellectualism within ‘Anglo’ Nation-States. Thiong’O is Kenyan and Dangarembga writes of Rhodesia (past), yet there emerges within each of their works a single struggle for decolonisation. Ironically and ingenuously the conflict of ‘decolonization of the mind’ is an issue that Jonathan Swift explores in his classic satirical work A Modest Proposal. There abides within the contemporary works of Thiong’O and Dangarembga a similar ‘intellectual thread’ which summons the reader to recognize the lunacy and danger of postcolonialization. Within the works of Swift, Thiong’O, and Dangarembga, the reader/citizen is also alerted to assume intellectual responsibility for the errors of the State because passivity is neither moral nor an acceptable means to mask cowardice.

This paper will address the issues which fashion the notion of colonialism as it applies to Kenya and Rhodesia (past). There will also be an exploration of postcolonialism and the impact upon intellectualism in emerging Nation-States in Africa. Most importantly, this paper will review the illustrations of the perils and perversions of democracy under postcolonialism in the works Decolonsing The Mind(2003) and Nervous Conditions (1988). Jonathan Swift’s methodology and manner within A Modest Proposal will be applied (to the works) as a means of contrasting the asserted intellectualism in the struggle against the Nation-States in Kenya and Rhodesia (past).

