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MA/GradDip Archaeology
(One Year Full Time or Two Year Part Time)

The MA and Graduate Diploma in Archaeology 
at UCD are Level 9, 60 (GradDip) and 90 credit 
(MA) programmes which will provide you 
with a high level of competency in conducting 
independent archaeological research in a 
variety of contexts, from the academic through 
to the professional. You will develop critical 
perspectives on archaeological practice, 
including archaeological sciences, theoretical 
perspectives on the past, and the views of 
heritage stakeholders. Student-led discussion 
and debate are key elements in our programme, 
and there are strong links between our teaching 
and research in the field and the classroom. 
Being located in Dublin places us in close 
proximity to key cultural and archaeological 

institutions including the National Museum 
of Ireland, National Monuments Service and 
the Discovery Programme. The degrees are an 
excellent grounding for future employment 
in the heritage sector, and develop critical 
transferable skills highly valued by employers 
in many other sectors.

Both programmes are especially aimed 
at students who have previously studied 
archaeology or a cognate discipline at 
undergraduate level, and who wish to engage 
in more advanced study and independent 
research. We also offer a Higher Diploma for 
graduates from any background who want 
to learn about archaeology.

As a graduate student in the UCD School of Archaeology you will become part of a unique community 
of scholars and practitioners. You will be joining the largest and most successful centre for 
archaeological research and teaching in Ireland, with a 160-year tradition of archaeological 
investigation. You will build on your existing skills, gain new ones and, through your own research, 
directly contribute to the understanding of past societies. Our approach is global in perspective 
but you will also be able to explore and study first-hand Ireland’s extraordinary cultural 
heritage.

Expand your knowledge of the past

Course Content and Structure

 Student-led discussion and debate are key elements in our programme design and implementation, and strong links are maintained 
between teaching and research in both the field and classroom.

• How to Research Archaeology (5, MA only)
• Archaeological Field & Laboratory 

Techniques (10)
• Themes in Archaeological Research (10)
• Dissertation (30, MA only)

• Archaeology and the public
• Heritage management
• Early Medieval Europe
• Archaeology of Minoan Crete
• Feudal castles and Gothic cathedrals
• Hunter-gatherers
• Managing landscape heritage
• Irish archaeological landscapes
• Communicating heritage
• Historic urban landscapes
• Remote sensing

• Experimental archaeology & ancient 
technologies

• Practical experimental archaeology
• Intro to GIS and spatial methods
• Advanced GIS
• World heritage and sustainable development
• Conflict resolution and conservation
• Additional yearly options
• 
and 
• A wide range of Level 3 modules (5)

90 credits
taught masters

60 credits
graduate diploma

60 credits
taught modules

30 credits
dissertation or

MA/GradDip Archaeology

Why study at UCD?

Tradition
Established 1854, with 160 
years of teaching & research 
excellence

Global profile
UCD is ranked in the top 1% of 
higher education institutions 
worldwide

Global community
Over 6,000 international 
students from over 120 countries 
study at UCD

Global careers
Degrees with high employability; 
dedicated careers support; 2 
year stay-back visa for Non-EU 
students

Optional modules (35 MA or 40 GradDip credits): 5 & 10 credit options

Graduate Dissertation (30 credits, MA only)

Core modules (20 or 55 Credits):

Modules and topics shown are subject to change and are not guaranteed by UCD.



Course codes Z040 (FT); Z140 (PT)

Graduate Profile

Ashley McCall, Irish             
Research Council-funded 
PhD scholar, UCD School of          
Archaeology

“The Taught MA in Archaeology at UCD was a 
fantastic learning experience. The trips into the 
field were great fun, and being able to see Irish 
archaeology up close and personal with experts 
in the subject was an amazing experience. 
Much of the program is hands-on and both the 
practical skills and experimental archaeology 
modules were great for learning the skills and 
tools of the trade. The staff are knowledgeable, 
friendly, and personable and as a community 
they made going through the program a really 
enjoyable experience. As a result of taking 
the MA I have continued to study at UCD and 
am now undertaking a PhD in the School of 
Archaeology.”

Entry Requirements
• The MA and GradDip programmes are intended for applicants with a degree in  

archaeology, or cognate disciplines such as geography, history, environmental studies, 
architecture, art history, classics, history, sociology, or professionals working in 
museums, heritage management and material culture studies areas.   
Contact us for advice and information.

• An upper second class honours, or international equivalent is required  
 for entry to the MA. 

• Candidates who possess a lower second class honours degree or have  
limited archaeological experience are encouraged to consider the 
Graduate Diploma programme.  Subject to performance in the first 
semester, students may transfer to the full MA programme.

• Applicants whose first language is not English are also required 
to submit evidence of their English Language proficiency. It 
is expected that applicants will normally have reached on 
overall 7.0 in IELTS or equivalent.

The MA and GradDip in Archaeology are designed to provide students with a 
range of core skills which are essential to heritage professionals, as well as key 
transferable skillsets that will be a benefit in many careers. Graduates of this 
programme may progress to careers in: 

• Further research, whether academic or professional 
• Commercial archaeology and CRM
• NGOs
• State sector bodies
• The heritage sector

Career Opportunities

Fees  Fee information at www.ucd.ie/fees

Apply Now Online applications at: www.ucd.ie/apply (search for Archaeology)

Related Programmes

MSc/GradDip Experimental Archaeology 
and  Material Culture

MSc/GradDip World Heritage 
Management and Conservation

MSc/GradDip/GradCert World Heritage 
Conservation (part time online)

PhD in Archaeology

H Dip in Archaeology  
www.ucd.ie/archaeology/study/
graduateprogrammes/hdip_archaeology/

Course Codes Z040 (FT); Z140 (PT)

Contact Us

EU Students
www.ucd.ie/archaeology
archaeology@ucd.ie
+353 1 716 8312

 

International Students
www.ucd.ie/international 
internationaladmission@ucd.ie

Visas / Funding / Scholarships / Accommodation
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School information on funding & supports

http://www.ucd.ie/archaeology/study/graduateprogrammes


