
The Gaelic Clergy and the Plantation Church in Ulster 
Tadhg O’Hannrachain 
  
This paper examines the initial inclusion of native Gaelic clergy in the plantation church in 
Ulster and their gradual disappearance over the course the next twenty-five years. This was 
a highly significant development for it meant that the Ulster church took on a markedly 
Anglocentric profile and religion, rather than functioning as a potential bridge between the 
indigenous and immigrant communities, instead was to become one of the most potent 
markers of division and hostility between natives and newcomers. 
 
 
Seventeenth-century Stories: Protestants on Peace-making and Presbyterians on 
their Past 
Robert Armstrong 
 
Two sets of history-writers telling two very different stories open up seventeenth-century 
understanding of ‘Protestant traditions’ and of ‘paths to peace’.  For some of the 
individuals engaged in the exhausting business of negotiating a possible peace in the midst 
of the horrors of conflict in the 1640s, a resort to print was necessary to justify their 
position and to explain the dilemmas and dangers facing the Protestants of Ireland.  In the 
more peaceful decades which followed the Presbyterian ministers and elders of Ulster 
showed an ongoing determination to present a ‘true narrative’ of the recent past, and the 
more distant origins, of the Presbyterian presence in Ireland.  
This paper considers these two stories of history-making and their place in the wider and 
longer story of post-plantation Ireland. 
 
 
Planters, Settlers and Frontiersfolk: Irish Protestant History and Anglo-world Expansion 
Stephen Howe 
 
The past few years have seen a veritable global explosion of writing and research under 
such rubrics as ‘the British World’ or ‘the Angloworld’, focused mainly on the ‘classic’ 
British settler colonies of North America and Australasia. This naturally prompts the 
question of how Ireland’s history, and especially that of its British-descended and 
Protestant communities, relate to the claims made and patterns identified in this new 
international scholarship. This paper is a preliminary attempt at surveying that question. It 
suggests that there are multiple reasons why Irish experience does not fit very well into 
such wider patterns; but that nonetheless some variants of and ideas from the latter may 
promise new perspectives on broad themes in Irish history.  
 
 
Irish Protestants in the European Context: A French-Irish Comparison 
Joseph Ruane 
 
Research on Irish Protestants tends to focus quite narrowly on the Irish context. From time 
to time the wider British context is also examined, but the European one is virtually 
ignored. One reason for this is that historically Ireland doesn’t fit the European pattern of 
dominant majorities and subordinated minorities. But is this reason enough to ignore it, 
particularly when partition in 1921 brought both parts of Ireland into line with the 
European model? This paper compares the Protestant minority in France and the Republic 
of Ireland, more specifically the Gard and Cork, and finds more points of commonality than 
might be expected. The research on which the paper is based was supported between 2004 
to 2007 by an IRCHSS Thematics Grant.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Flexibility of Northern Ireland Unionists and Afrikaner Nationalists in Comparative 
Perspective 
Adrian Guelke 
 
Abstract: A common feature of comparisons of Northern Ireland and South Africa prior to 
South Africa’s transition and the Northern Ireland peace process was the siege mentality of 
the dominant communities in the two societies.  The paper examines two attempts to 
analyse this in greater depth that were published before the major changes of the 1990s:  
Michael McDonald’s Children of Wrath and Donald Akenson’s God’s Peoples.  It reviews 
their arguments in the light of the current situation in both Northern Ireland and South 
Africa.  Consideration is then given to how the discourse on the character of both 
communities changed in the course of the 1990s and to the comparisons that changing 
circumstances gave rise to, while a striking instance of the recent use of the older 
comparison of the Unionists and Afrikaner nationalists is noted and discussed.  The paper 
concludes by asking whether the notion of a siege mentality still has any current 
applicability in these two cases.  
 
 
Amity and Enmity: Variety in Ulster Protestant Culture  
Anthony D Buckley 
Ulster Protestant attitudes to, for example, history, religion or territory, have been 
portrayed by scholars as full of animosity towards Catholics. In fact, Protestant culture, like 
any other, is enabling, giving people the ability to act in whatever manner seems 
appropriate.  This paper explores the fact that, throughout Ulster’s Troubles, there has 
been cooperation as well as conflict between the ethnic groups and that this flexibility 
reflects itself in the culture available to Protestants. 
 
 
All Change But No Change: Can we Learn the Lessons from the Past? 
Rev Brian Kennaway 
 
This paper surveys the major events and personalities in Orange and later Unionist history 
since the beginning of the Orange tradition. 
As the events and personalities are re-examined we attempt to see how they were 
understood in their day and generation, and how they are received with the wisdom of 
hindsight.  
We also look at what changes have been made by the Orange and Unionist community in 
the past to changing circumstances, as well as what changes, if any, have been made in the 
present. 
 
Beyond Divided Territory: How Changing Understandings of Public Space in Northern 
Ireland Can Facilitate New Identity Dynamics.  
Clifford Stevenson 
 
From a psychological perspective, Northern Ireland has typically been seen as a conflict 
between two traditional ethno-political groups which is partly expressed in competing 
public displays of identity. Opposing sets of parades, flags, murals and memorials have 
been taken as an expression of the stable and enduring antithetical identities while 
disputes over these displays have been interpreted as identity contests between 
communities. However less attention has been paid to the role of space in shaping identity 
displays and facilitating or inhibiting conflict. Given the changing political landscape in 
Northern Ireland since the mid-90s, a variety of alternatives to the traditional ‘sectarian 
geography’ conceptualisation of public space have emerged. The present paper considers 
two sets of constructions of public space: one taken from a study of Orange parades 
disputes and one from a study of the St Patrick’s Day event in Belfast. While both contain 
various depictions of the rights of participants to display identity in public, the 
understandings of space as civic or as territorial enables people to depict their identity as 
either compatible or incompatible with the presence of others. The implications for 
identity dynamics in Northern Ireland more broadly are discussed.  



The Historic Compromise? Changing Republican Analyses of the Unionist and Protestant 
Traditions 
Kevin Bean 
 
One of the most noticeable features of the politics of the peace process has been the 
development of a new republican discourse defined by the pluralist language of diversity 
and the politics of ‘unionist outreach’. In particular this ‘new departure’ is said to underpin 
Sinn Féin’s ‘historic compromise’ with unionism and its participation in the government of 
Northern Ireland. This paper considers the development of these politics and assesses how 
far they represent a radical change in republican analysis and practice. By addressing the 
tension between the universal and the particular within contemporary republican 
understandings of unionism and the Protestant tradition it will assess how these appeals for 
the unity of Protestant, Catholic, and Dissenter might be interpreted in an era of identity 
politics and communal polarization, and what this could mean for the future of the new 
dispensation in Northern Ireland. 
 
 
Identities and Emotions 
Orla Muldoon  
 
Emotion research has recently begun to focus on the relationship between identities and 
group based emotion.  The current paper reports on a large scale study of emotions that 
investigated feelings towards ones own group and the out group with particular reference 
to the Protestant community in Northern Ireland.  Respondents reported strength of 
religious identity as well as emotional responses to visual primes related to the conflict.  
The valence of the prime and strength of identification were considered in our analysis.  
Intragroup primes (pictures related to ones own group) were found to be more strongly and 
significantly related to both identification and type of emotion expressed than intergroup 
primes (pictures of the outgroup). These results therefore point to the importance of how 
we feel about the position of our own group rather than the outgroup.  Differences in 
feelings reported in relation to the past, present and future oriented primes highlight 
current discontent amongst Protestant respondents in Northern Ireland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


