
Quintin Oliver is Director of Stratagem, Northern Ireland’s first dedicated lobbying company and political consultancy. Born in Belfast, he was educated at the University of St Andrews, at the Open University and by the IoD.

He has worked a decade each in the public sector (Welfare Rights Adviser to Strathclyde Regional Council, 1977-1985), in the voluntary sector (Director, Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action, 1985-1998) and now in the private sector at Stratagem (1998 - present). In the 1970s he helped set up the European Youth Forum, from his base as Chair of the British Youth Council (Scotland). At NICVA he moved to professionalise the voluntary sector and helped develop strong North / South links; he introduced it to European programmes (negotiating the Peace Package and Structural Funds in the 1990s) and moving it to recognition as a social partner. He was selected by President of Ireland Mary Robinson to serve on the Council of State (1991-1997).

In 2007 he became head of the International Secretariat (a pro bono commitment) of the Helsinki Iraq project, taking Northern Ireland and South African politicians to work with Iraqi leaders, from a forest in Finland to Baghdad, drawing on his conflict resolution skills derived from work in Colombia (for Trócaire), Trinidad and Tobago, the Middle East, Basque Country and Cyprus.

In Stratagem's tenth year, Mr Oliver was awarded 'Entrepreneur of the Year' by the Chamber of Commerce.

Dick Spring was a member of Dáil Éireann from 1981 until 2002. From 1982 to 1997 he was Leader of the Irish Labour Party and served as Deputy Prime Minister in three Coalition Governments - 1982-87; 1993-94; 1994-97. He also held ministerial office in Justice, Energy, Environment and Foreign Affairs.

Mr Spring was educated at Trinity College Dublin and King's Inns, Dublin, and is a lawyer. He is chairman and non-executive director of a number of companies, including Realta Global Foundation.

He was centrally involved in the negotiation of the Anglo-Irish Agreement of 1985 and the Downing Street Declaration of 1993. He co-chaired the British-Irish Inter-Governmental Conference in 1993-97. At their inception, Dick Spring led the Irish delegation to the All-Party Talks in Belfast, which culminated in the Good Friday Agreement. As Foreign Minister, he represented Ireland at the General Council of the EU, a body he chaired during Ireland's Presidency in 1996. He also chaired the European Council of Energy Ministers in 1984. As well as addressing the General Assembly of the UN on a number of occasions, Dick Spring led EU Troikas to the former Yugoslavia, Russian Federation; ASEAN Regional Forum; EU-SADAC; the Middle East; and the EU Gulf Co-operation Council. 

He is a Fellow of the Salzburg Seminar; an Associate Fellow of the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard; and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations Taskforce on Palestine. 

Deaglán de Bréadún is Political Correspondent with The Irish Times. He was the paper's northern editor at the time of the Good Friday Agreement and wrote a history of the peace process, entitled "The Far Side of Revenge: Making Peace in Northern Ireland" which was published in a second, updated edition last year by Collins Press, Cork. 

He has also served as the paper's foreign affairs correspondent and Irish language editor. A native of Co Wexford, he is a graduate of UCD. 

Julian King took up his appointment as Ambassador to Ireland in September 2009.

He was born in the West Midlands in 1964.  He was educated at the local grammar school and at Oxford University, where he received a BA in Philosophy and Theology.

Julian joined the Foreign Office in 1985.  After a number of jobs in London he went to study at the Ecole Nationale d’Adminstration in Paris in 1987.  He subsequently joined the British Embassy in Paris, as Private Secretary to the Ambassador (Sir Ewen Ferguson) from 1989-90.

In 1991-2 he worked on European Common Foreign and Security Policy, based in Luxembourg, The Hague, Lisbon (following the rotating Presidency), then in London for the UK Presidency in 1992. From 1993-95 he worked in London on European Defence and NATO issues. From 1995-98 Julian worked as Private Secretary to the Head of the UK Diplomatic Service, the Permanent Under-Secretary of State: first Sir John Coles, then Sir John Kerr.

In 1998 he joined the UK Representation to the EU in Brussels focussing on the EU enlargement negotiations, which he followed to their successful conclusion with the agreement on accession of the Central Europeans, Cyprus and Malta at the end of 2002.  He also worked on relations with Turkey, European Defence and CFSP.

From 2003-4 Julian served as Counsellor and Head of Chancery at the UK Mission to the UN in New York, covering UN Security Council business in the period after the Iraq War.

In 2004 he returned to Brussels as the UK Representative to the EU Political and Security Committee, with the personal rank of Ambassador, covering CFSP and European Defence issues.  He chaired the Committee during the UK Presidency in 2005.  He was appointed Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George in 2006. 

From 2008-9 Julian moved to the European Commission in Brussels, on secondment, to head the office of the British Commissioner: first Peter (now Lord) Mandelson, then Baroness (Cathy) Ashton, with responsibility for representing the EU27 on international trade matters, including negotiations on the WTO Doha round.

Julian’s interests include: hill walking; cooking (and eating); and dogs.

Julian married Lotte Knudsen in 1992.  They met in Paris, at ENA, and married in South West France, where they have a house.  Lotte Knudsen works in the European Commission as Director for Justice Matters in DG Justice and Home Affairs.  

There are no children, but a Welsh Springer (Molly).
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