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80. Sean Farren, Sunningdale: An Agreement Too Soon?
This paper looks at the circumstances lying behind the Sunningdale agreement of 1973, and
at the factors associated with its collapse. It argues that the agreement represented
significant gains for the nationalist side, and that the unionist leadership was unable to
persuade its supporters that it represented gains for them too. Since the most obvious
immediate costs were borne by the unionist side, it was there that the brunt of the difficulties
in implementing the agreement had to be borne. The agreement thus proved incapable of
surviving in the long term: against a backdrop of continuing IRA violence, leaders of the pro-
agreement unionist wing were vulnerable to pressure from the broader unionist community,
resulting in the collapse of the power-sharing executive in May 1974 following the Ulster
Workers’ Council strike.

81. Catherine O’Donnell, The Sunningdale Communiqué, 1973, and
Bipartisanship in the Republic of Ireland
This paper examines the political debates in the Republic of Ireland surrounding the
publication of the Sunningdale communiqué in December 1973. It highlights the level of
division that existed at that time on issues related to the communiqué and Northern Ireland
generally between the government parties, Fine Gael and Labour, and Fianna Fáil. It
demonstrates the limited nature of bipartisanship towards Northern Ireland at that time
despite statements to the contrary.

82. PJ McLoughlin, Educational Cooperation on the Island of Ireland: A
Thousand Flowers and a Hundred Heartaches
Cooperation and exchanges across the Irish border between schools, teachers and youth
groups have seen an extraordinary growth in the past decade, involving nearly 20% of all
schools on the island of Ireland in 2000. Major programmes such as the European Studies
Project, Dissolving Boundaries and Civic-Link have been sustained over periods ranging from
six to 18 years with the participation of hundreds of schools and youth groups in a range of
programmes, with Wider Horizons (involving work experience abroad for mixed groups of
young people) as the largest in scale. Medium-term sustainability is still a key issue, given
most initiatives' dependence on non-exchequer funding (over 80% of funding comes from
non-British or Irish government sources). Evaluations have spoken highly of the
achievements of these programmes, both pedagogical and in terms of greater mutual
understanding, but have also stressed that these are long-term initiatives, requiring secure
funding and great patience and effort. Similar programmes to bring together young people in
France and Germany after the Second World War took a generation to have a discernible
impact.


