TOURIST INFORMATION

The Original Online Tourist Office for Dublin: 

http://www.visitdublin.com/
Official portal website for the city of Dublin, Ireland

http://www.dublin.ie/
General information

Ireland is an island that lies in North West Europe, separated from Britain by the Irish Sea. Dublin is the capital of the Republic of Ireland and is Ireland’s largest city. Dublin City is surrounded by the greater Dublin area or Dublin County where the visitor can find an abundance of picturesque seaside villages, rolling mountains and rural hinterland and all within half an hour of the city centre. 
Dublin is a very compact city and many of the main attractions can be visited without the need of using public transportation. 

The population of Dublin City and Dublin County area is approximately 1.1 million.

Weather

Dublin enjoys a milder climate than its northerly position might indicate. It is one of the drier parts of Ireland, but in a typical year it stills rains on 150 days. It never gets to cold but it never gets too hot either, and the weather may change from sun to rain within minutes. Bring an umbrella. 

Average conditions for March: 

Maximum temperature: 10 °C/ 49 °F 

Minimum Temperature  3 °C/ 38 °F 

Language

English and Gaelic are the official languages of the Republic of Ireland. English is spoken throughout Ireland, place names and signs are usually in both languages.

Money 

The currency is the Euro (€). Banks are open Monday – Friday 10.00 - 16.00 with late opening on Thursday until 17.00. Most bank ATM machines in Dublin accept the ‘Plus’ or ‘Cirrus’ symbols and credit cards are widely accepted. Personal cheques from British banks are not accepted anywhere in Ireland.

Telephones 

Mobile telephones from most European countries will work in Ireland. You can check that the system you use will operate in Ireland by asking in a mobile phone shop. There are also plenty of public telephones dotted throughout the city. International call cards can be purchased in many locations around the city.
Medical Care 

Visitors from EU countries are entitled to medical treatment under the EU Reciprocal Medical Treatment agreement. Check that the doctor or dentist that you use is registered with the Irish Health Board and inform him or her that you want to be treated under the EUs social security arrangements. Visitors from other countries should check with their insurance agent or broker. In the event of an emergency, visitors may telephone 999 for emergency services, or go directly to the casualty department of the major hospitals.

--------------- 

MAIN ATTRACTIONS

1) Trinity College Library and The Book of Kells
This is probably the most important attraction in Dublin: The Book of Kells, housed in Trinity College, is an extraordinary illuminated manuscript from 800 AD produced by monks. One of the best parts of the admission is the upstairs library, called the Long Room, which houses 200,000 books. Please be aware that long queues may form during summer and important holidays.

The Trinity College was founded in 1592 by Queen Elizabeth I on the grounds of an Augustinian priory that was a victim of the dissolution. Trinity College even today dominates the city landscape and the oldest buildings (the brick-built "Rubrics") date from 1700. Most of the impressive buildings were built during the renovation phase of 1759. 

2) O'Connell Street, General Post Office and the Spire
O'Connell Street is Dublin's main traffic artery and the widest urban street in Europe - which you will not believe at busy times. The centre is dominated by statues and monuments, the houses on the left and right are mainly large and impressive. Pride of place goes to the General Post Office (GPO), scene of the 1916 rebellion and faithfully rebuilt after being shelled by artillery and a warship. A bronze statue of Cuchullain remembers the fallen heroes. 

The nearby "Monument of Light", better known as "The Spire", soars 120m over O'Connell St. 

3) Museums and Galleries
Two museums should be high on the list of priorities for any visitor. The National Museum of Archaeology and History in Kildare Street (Dublin 2) is dedicated to prehistoric and medieval Ireland. Do not miss the excellent new exhibition "Kingship & Sacrifice". The National Museum of Decorative Arts and History in Collins Barracks (Benburb Street, Dublin 7) houses an eclectic collection including the uniform Michael Collins was shot in and an exhibition on the Easter Rising.

Dublin Writers Museum, north of the Liffey, celebrates the city's long role as a literary centre, with displays on  Joyce, Swift, Yeats, Wilde, Beckett and others. 

The National Gallery has a fine collection that is strong in Irish art. Situated at Merrion Square West and right in the centre of Dublin, this is a "must see" for anyone interested in Irish and European art. Opened in 1864 it has around 500 major works of art on display - among them Hogarth, Gainsborough, Poussin, Monet, Degas, El Greco, Velasquez, Goya, Picasso, Titian, Caravaggio, Brueghel, Vermeer and Rubens. Especially strong on Irish artists and Irish portraits the National Gallery has recently been expanded by the "Millennium Wing".

4) St Patrick's Cathedral

Ireland's largest church and the National Cathedral - this special status was conferred on a church where no bishop actually has his throne! Founded in 1191 by Archbishop Comyn the building was substantially renovated between 1844 and 1869 with moneys granted and raised by Sir Benjamin Lee Guinness. Visitors will thus find a neo-gothic cathedral with some older parts. Here you will also see the graves of Dean Swift (of "Gulliver" fame) and his beloved Stella.

5) Temple Bar

Originally earmarked for the wrecker's ball and redevelopment as a bus and rail terminal the area south of the Liffey was saved and reinvented as a "bohemian quarter". On good days you will meet street artists and enjoy international cuisine and bustling pubs. On bad days the area will be overrun by parties on "stag" or "hen nights". Temple Bar can be very much of a mixed bag and has been commercially developed to the max - the "bohemian" aspect being facade to a large degree.

6) Kilmainham Gaol

Kilmainham Jail or Gaol (Inchicore Road, Dublin 8) is one of Europe's most notorious prisons and has been preserved in working order. It played a key role in Ireland's struggle for independence and was the site of mass executions following the 1916 Eastern Rising. An excellent audiovisual introduction to the building is followed by a thought-provoking tour. 

Irish history Kilmainham Gaol comes only second to the GPO - here the leaders of the 1916 were executed. 

7) St Stephen's Green and Grafton Street
St. Stephen's Green, one of the loveliest city parks in Europe, is Ireland's best known Victorian public park. This 22 Acre Park is a sanctuary from the bustle of the city's streets with tree lined walks, shrubberies, colourful flowerbeds, herbaceous borders, rockeries, an ornamental lake and a garden for the visually impaired.

Grafton Street is the main shopping street and it is pedestrianised for easy shopping or leisurely walking. It also has a diversity of cafes and pubs. It hosts a colourful crowd of tourists, locals and street performers. *
8) Dublin Castle and The Chester Beatty Library
Not a forbidding fortress and definitely not a fairy-tale image - Dublin Castle is the "Irish Stew" of castles, everything thrown in bits and pieces. The original Viking fortress was expanded, renovated, torn down and rebuilt over the centuries. Today a massive tower and the Royal Chapel look medieval while all administrative buildings are in more modern styles. The defensive character is gone but the beautiful gardens and impressive state rooms make more than up for it.

The Chester Beatty Library houses a breathtaking collection of more than 20,000 manuscripts, rare books, miniature paitings, costumes and other objects. 

9) Guinness Storehouse

Nowhere is Guinness more the centre of attention as in the Guinness Storehouse. Based at historic St James's Gate (Dublin 8) this is part of the original brewery. The exhibitions include the brewing process, the Guinness transportation system and a pipeline much maligned by thirsty but thrifty Dubliners. Highlight of the tour is a "free" pint in the stunning Gravity-Bar, high above Dublin's rooftops.

10) Phoenix Park and the Zoo
Phoenix park, the world's largest enclosed municipal park can keep you busy for days - from the magnificent residences of the Irish President and the Ambassador of the United States to the quaint cricket and polo fields, from Ashtown Castle to the Garda Headquarters and from the herds of deer roaming free to the animals in Dublin Zoo. Do not miss the Phoenix Statue and the Papal Cross nearby. Martial history is emphasized by the massive Wellington Monument and the much-raided Magazine Fort on Thomas Hill.

--------------- 

OTHER ATTRACTIONS, EVENTS AND USEFUL INFORMATION

Dublin Pubs

Even if you don't touch alcohol, a visit to a genuine Irish pub in Dublin is a great way to experience the personality of the city. If you like Guinness, there is no better place than Dublin to taste this unique, black brew. But if you'd rather an orange juice, cola or coffee, no one will even notice. Go for the "craic" (pronounced "crack) an Irish expression for wit, good chat and fun.

St. Patrick's Festival

Dublin's St. Patrick's Festival is the biggest annual event in Ireland. It brings together music, theatre, family carnivals, comedy, street arts, visual arts, dance, a treasure hunt, symposium, cavalcades of vintage cars and more for five days of celebration and free performances. At least 4000 performers and more than a million and a half spectators join in. In 2007, the festival runs from March 15 to 19.

Tips

Dublin Bus Rambler ticket

Give the sightseeing buses a miss -- the commentary that you pay extra for is really very hit or miss -- and buy a Dublin Bus Rambler ticket instead. The Rambler tickets are for one, three or five days of unlimited cash-free travel so you can hop on and off any bus wherever you see the distinctive Dublin Bus logo on a bus stop. A 5Euro one day Rambler ticket is a much better buy than the 11Euro, 24-hour Dublin Bus City Tour.

Shopping

The Irish make wonderful linens, Waterford Crystal, lovely Aran and Innishmean sweaters. Look for modern fashions along Grafton Street, rare books on Duke Street, and traditional Irish handicrafts on Nassau Street at Blarney Woolen Mills and Kilkenny.
ACCOMODATION

Visitors who are coming for a short period to Dublin should probably consider staying as close as possible to the UCD Belfield Campus or to the city centre. Accommodation away from the centre is generally may be more affordable, but one must remember that the public transportation can be slow and unreliable, and virtually inexistent after midnight.  

Finding a bed is pretty tough in any price range in the high season. Since the main National Holiday, St. Patrick's Day, is on March 17th, we recommend you make your reservation as soon as possible. 

Areas close to Belfield are:

DUBLIN 4: Ballsbridge, Donnybrook, Sandymount

DUBLIN 6: Ranelagh, Rathgar, Rathmines

DUBLIN 14: Clonskeagh, Dundrum, Goatstown

DUBLIN COUNTY: Blackrock, Booterstown, Mount Merrion, Stillorgan

First Class
Prices are for single/double room

- Merrion  (Merrion St) - $300/325

- Shelbourne (open?) (St Stephens Green) 

- Westbury Hotel (Grafton St) – $ 200/400

- Browne's Townhouse (St Stephens) - $175/220

- Four Seasons (Simmonscourt Rd, Ballsbridge) – from $ 275

- Berkeley Court (Lansdowne Rd, Ballsbridge) – from $ 250

Midrange

- La Stampa (Dawson St) – $160/200

- Central Hotel (Exchequer St) – $100/135

- Drury Court Hotel (Lower Stephen's Green St) – $70/100

- Pembroke Townhouse (Pembroke Rd) – $90/100

- Waterloo House – (off Baggot St) – $65/118

- Sandford Townhouse (Sandford Rd) – $50/70

- Ariel House – (Lansdowne Rd, Ballsbridge) – from 99 

- Stephens Hall Hotel and Suites (?)  (Leeson St) 
- Stephens Green Hotel (?) 

Budget

Prices are for dorms and double room (when available)

- Barnacles (Temple Bar, D2) – $ 18/39

- Abbey (Bachelor's Walk, D1) - $ 21/88 

- Isaacs Hostel (off Gardiner St) - $ 12/58

- Ashfield House (D'Olier St) – 13/50/80
