
1 

School of Psychology 
University College, Dublin 

Belfield  
Dublin 4 

 
Postgraduate Supervisory Practice 

 
 
This document is intended to describe principles and guidelines for good supervisory 
practice.  
 
Choice of Research Topic 
 
1. Applicants for graduate research should complete the relevant application form 

and submit it to Mary Boyle in the UCD School of Psychology. 
 
2. Applicants should ensure that a member of staff is willing to supervise the 

research. If this is not the case the applicant will be ineligible to register for a 
research degree.  The application form should be signed by the proposed 
supervisor. 

 
3. With the supervisor, the applicant should draw up a detailed research proposal to 

be submitted to the Research Committee for final approval by September of the 
incoming year. The proposal should include a time schedule and a statement 
regarding resources for completion of the research. 

 
4. The application will be considered by the School of Psychology Research 

Committee and if approved will be submitted to the College of Human Sciences 
Graduate Research Board. 

 
Proposed Good Practice  

 
5. The student-supervisor relationship is a professional one. 
 
6. The relationship implies an understanding designed to make unforeseen and 

unforeseeable difficulties manageable. 
 
7. Accountability is essential to the management of the relationship and should 

include the following guidelines: 
• It is the duty of the supervisor to provide adequate time to supervise the 

student. At postgraduate level this may be on a fortnightly basis, or as 
otherwise agreed between the student and the supervisor. Meetings should 
normally last for about an hour and should include revision of work to date, 
plan further steps etc..  

• it is the duty of the student to attend appointed meeting with his/her supervisor 
and complete any work recommended.  

 



2 

8. Notice shall be brought to School Research Committee regarding any student who 
fails to progress at a pace outlined by his/her supervisor. 

 
9. Students are required to complete full time research masters (M.Litt.) degrees 

within two years and part-time degrees within four years. 
 
10. The responsibility for appointing an external examiner lies with the supervisor.  
 
11. Upgrading to Ph.D. will be by application to the School Research Committee and 

must be endorsed by the supervisor. 
 
12. A student who is being considered for upgrading shall complete the required 

application and shall make a presentation to the Research Committee. 
 
 Each supervisor in conjunction with each supervised student shall submit formal 

half yearly reports to the Research Committee regarding the progress of the work 
and any difficulties encountered.  

 
13. In the case of serious or apparently intractable interpersonal difficulties, the 

student or supervisor should feel free to consult with the Head of School. 
Preferably, such consultations should include all parties involved. In addition, the 
student may consult with the Research Committee. 

 
 
Information for applicants wishing to pursue an M.Litt in UCD School of Psychology 
 
1. Entry requirements: Second Class Honours Grade 1 in final degree examinations 

where Psychology or a related cognate discipline formed the major component of 
that degree.  

 
2. No. of places: This not limited but applicants must (i) submit a suitable research 

proposal to the Research Committee and (ii) be formally accepted by a member of 
staff who is willing to supervise the research. 

 
Course objectives 
The objectives of a research degree include the following: an ability to identify a 
worthy area of research, to propose a question that merits research, to design an 
appropriate method to answer the proposed question, to demonstrate an ability to 
understand appropriate analysis techniques, to use computerised statistical packages 
and a display a competence to interpret the research findings within the context of 
present literature and suggest future directions for that research. 
 
Fees 
As laid down by the Fees Office University College Dublin. The costs of research are 
the responsibility of the student. If resources are needed for completion of the thesis 
these cannot be supplied by the UCD School of Psychology. 
 
Duration: The duration of the MLitt degree is two academic years. 
 


