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Not so long agoAPEX - Dec 1974 (BILD Publication) 

 
APEX - Dec 1974 (BILD Publication) 

 



University Programmes - USA 

In 1963 University Affiliated Programs were created in law (PL88-164), 
primarily serving people with intellectual disabilities. 

 

Currently authorized through the Developmental Disabilities Assistance 
and Bill of Rights Act (PL 104-183), University Centers of Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs) are now a resource for Americans 
with a wide range of disabilities. 

 

 

  



 
Early Days 
 
 
 

In 1995, the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation supported   

a small team of Irish service providers, the President of UCD, and  

clinicians to visit university affiliated programs in the United  

States.  A start-up grant in 1996 enabled Dr John Hillery to bring  

together academic departments across UCD. 

Endorsed robustly by President Art Cosgrave, the new cross- 

disciplinary Centre for the Study of Developmental Disabilities  

gathered strength. Eunice Shriver suggested a series of public  

lectures and a postgraduate course of study aimed at students  

working in the field of disability studies and practice. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Allies 
 
 
  



Teaching – research – community outreach 

Guest lecturers inspired, provoked, guided, and  
befriended. 
People with disabilities and family members joined 
students, academics and service providers. 
Research questions were transformed to scores of 
projects, essays and theses – many published in 
journals.   
Seminars and conferences grew in number 
and scope 
 
 
 



President McAleese at the Inaugural Conference of IASSID Europe  
University College Dublin  - Friday, June 14th 2002 

 

 

 

 
Ba mhaith liom mo Bhuiochas a chur in iul 
dibh go leir don failte a raibh fior, fairsing 

agus flaithiuil. 

 

The extent of the 
international presence in 
this room underlines the 
importance of scientific 
study in deepening 
understanding of the needs 
of people with intellectual 
disabilities and in shaping 
effective responses to 
those needs.  
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Our agents of change 

Students have come from every part  

of Ireland and the wide world,  

representing specialties from the 

performing arts to nursing to  

engineering to law – to learn and to  

contribute, to understand, and to  

change. 


