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Information Sheet 

 
My name is Dr. Francesca Farina and I’m a Post-Doctoral Researcher in the School of Psychology, UCD. You are 
invited to take part in a study investigating links between attention and memory. 
 

What are the objectives of the study? The objectives of this study are to examine the factors that affect learning and 

memory. To do this, you will be asked to perform a computerised memory task while we monitor your eye movements. 

 

Why have I been asked to participate? The research requires voluntary participants that meet the following criteria:  

 Are over the age of 18 

 Have normal or corrected to normal vision with minimal astigmatism 

 Do not have a history of any memory impairment 
 

What does participation involve? Participation will involve completing a memory task in which you will learn word pairings 

presented on a computer screen for a subsequent test and respond using the keyboard. While you perform the task, 

sensors contained within the computer monitor will track your eye movements to determine where you are looking on 

the screen. The data from these sensors will be recorded, but we will not record any video or audio of you, and you will 

not be identifiable from the eyetracking data. The task should take about 20 minutes to complete, and you will be allowed 

to take breaks between task blocks. 

 

Right to withdraw: Participants have the right to withdraw from the research at any stage before, during or after data 

collection, for whatever reason, without judgement. The data from this experiment will be stored anonymously, and will 

not be linked with your name. It will therefore not be possible to delete your data after you leave the laboratory. If you 

would like to withdraw your data from the experiment please inform the researcher before leaving the laboratory today.  

 

Are there any risks involved in participation? There is minimal risk associated with participation, as any inconvenience 

involved in taking part will be limited. You may find the experiment tiring; if so, you may take a break during the task. 
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Are there any benefits from my participation? There will be no direct benefit from participation. Participation is voluntary 

and you will not be offered any monetary compensation or other rewards for your participation. However, this type of 

study can make an important contribution to the understanding of learning and memory. 

 

Confidentiality: The only identifiable information about you that will be collected during your participation in this study 

will be your name and signature on the consent form, which is needed to document your agreement to participate. These 

consent forms will be securely stored in a locked filing cabinet and will not be shared with any third party. In order to 

protect your identity, you will be assigned a coded ID. Data from the memory task and the eyetracking will be de-identified 

and stored anonymously. All information collected as part of the study will be used solely for experimental purposes.  

 

Contact Details: If you have any further questions about the research please feel free to contact me: 

Dr. Francesca Farina     Email: francesca.farina@ucd.ie                       Phone: 01 7168337 
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