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08.00 – 08.30 Company Registration: UCD Astra Hall  

09.00 – 10.00 Official Opening:  Garret FitzGerald Debating Chamber 

Chairperson  
Dr Eileen Gibney, Associate Dean for Teaching and Learning 

Keynote Addresses 
Mr. Michael Creed, 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Ms Rachel White, Chair, 
UCD Agricultural Science Careers Committee 

 

 Presentation of prizes by ASA President  
Prizes presented for winners of the 2017 ASA “Mock 
Interview” series by ASA President, Mrs Mary Delaney 

10.00 – 10.05 Stage 4 Photograph, UCD Student Centre

10.05 -13.00  UCD Agriculture, Food Science & Human Nutrition 
Careers Fair, UCD Astra Hall  

Discussion Session 
Companies/potential employers meet final year students in 
an informal setting, also a chance to submit CVs.  

11.00 – 13.00 Company Presentations
Venue 1: Blue Room, UCD Student Centre 
Venue 2: FitzGerald Debating Chamber, UCD Student 
Centre 

A selection of companies providing 10 minute presentations 
on their graduate programmes, positions, training and 
organisations. 

Discussion session in Astra Hall will be ongoing 

13.00 Careers Fair Event Close,

13.00 Lunch, The Clubhouse Bar
Complimentary lunch for exhibitors and members of the 
AgSoc Careers Committee.

14.30 - 15.30 The Great Agri-Food Debate, UCD FitzGerald Debating Chamber. 
Sponsored by Dawn Meats

 

 

UCD Agriculture, Food Science
and Human Nutrition Careers Day

Wednesday, 22nd February 2017
UCD Student Centre 
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for Careers Day 2017.  It is no small feat to hold an event of this size and there are many people responsible for its success.
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the companies and businesses who attended on the day, without whom, Careers Day 2017 would not be possible.

Foreword from Chairperson 
It is a privilege to welcome my fellow fourth year students and potential employers to our annual 
Careers Day in the UCD Student Centre. Each year this event grows from strength to strength and 
it proves to be extremely successful for both employers and students. This event is the only one 
of its kind in UCD where students take it upon themselves to organise their own careers event, 
showing immense initiative, leadership and organisational skills. 

The Agri-food sector In Ireland is undergoing huge growth and change at present. There has 
been turbulence since the abolition of milk quotas in 2015, and now uncertainty surrounding 
Brexit and the US market. Nevertheless this is an exciting time for Ag and Food graduates, with 
huge oppourtunities here at home and abroad. Careers Day has a significant role to play for the 

graduating class of 2017, it provides us with an opportunity to showcase all the talents, knowledge and experience which 
we have acquired and perfected throughout our four years of study and work experience.

Careers Day also provides an excellent opportunity for the companies present here to handpick suitable future graduates 
for their business. Having the right people is paramount to the success of any organisation no matter how big or small, 
old or new. I can assure you that the UCD students here today are the exact ones any company would want representing 
them. The education we have received in UCD over the past four years has  moulded us into progressive, innovative 
young people with a hunger to make a difference in our industry. This passion and drive will stand to us as and will 
hopefully culminate in long and successful careers in the Agri-Food sector.

The Graduate Handbook provides a brief synopsis of the Class of 2017 and it serves as an invaluable resource to companies 
who wish to recruit employees now and into the future.

As Careers Chairperson, on behalf of the Careers Committee, I would like to thank all who contributed in any way to the 
success of today, especially Farm Relief Services who generously sponsored this Graduate Booklet. I would like to thank 
Mr Michael Creed, Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine who has taken time out of his hectic schedule to be here 
and speak to us. I would also like to thank Dean of Agriculture Professor Alex Evans and President of the ASA, Mrs. 
Mary Delaney for attending Careers Day. Mr. Damien Dempsey and Ms. Tara Walsh deserve a special thanks for without 
their continued support and assistance in the last number of months, today would have not been possible. Their advice 
and guidance throughout the year has ensured a successful event today and the Committee and indeed the students are 
indebted to them for all their hard work. I would also like to thank the remainder of the staff in the School of Agriculture 
and Food Science Programme Office. I would like to thank the Careers Committee for their hard work and tremendous 
effort in preparing for today, and  helping to compile this Handbook.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish my fellow students every success and happiness in the future. It has 
been a pleasure and a fantastic experience to hold the position of Agricultural Science Careers Chairperson for 2016/17, 
and even more so to be a part of Agriculture and Food Science in UCD for the last four years. I think I speak for everyone 
when I say there is no course like it anywhere, and I’ve thoroughly enjoyed every minute with you all.

Sincerely,
Rachel White

Chairperson
Agricultural Science Careers Committee 2016/17
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Careers Committee

Left to right:
Eimear Lynch, Agri-Environmental Rep. 
Paul Tobin, Dairy Business Rep. 
Rachel White, Careers Chairperson. 
Annie Kemp, Animal and Crop Science Rep. 
Maeve Donnelly, Food and Agri-Business Marketing Rep. 
Cassandra Tully, Animal Science-Equine Rep. 
Eadaoin Conway, Animal Science Rep. 

MJ Doran, Animal and Crop Science Rep. 
Patrick Hennessy, Food and Agribusiness Marketing Rep. 
Alison Dowley, Animal Science Rep. 
Anna Ferguson, Food Science Rep. 
Eimear Daly, Human Nutrition Rep.
Missing: 
Mike O’Brien, Forestry Rep. 
William Coffey, Incoming Careers Chairperson.

Foreword from the Dean of Agriculture
Agriculture and Food in Ireland continues to make a positive contribution to our society, 
however there is no lack of issues impacting the sector. These range from production pressures 
(including animal and plant health), to price volatility (including Brexit), to environmental 
considerations (climate change), to the need for healthy diets. Given these, and future 
unknown challenges, UCD is proud of the range and calibre of the graduates that it produces. 
Our graduates have the knowledge, skills and enthusiasm to make a difference and to develop 
strong and rewarding careers to shape all our futures. 

The annual Agriculture, Food Science and Human Nutrition Careers Day is an important part 
or our calendar and I am pleased to be able to welcome many employers of our graduates and 

the final year students themselves to the event. The event is testament to the enthusiasm and commitment that both 
students and employers have to the agriculture and food industries both at home and further afield. The Careers Day 
is a forum where employers and students come together to learn about each other and exchange information on skills 
and opportunities. This Graduate Handbook presents a short profile and the contact details of each student and will be 
an invaluable resource in the months ahead. 

Congratulations to the Agriculture, Food Science and Human Nutrition Careers Committee and its chairperson Rachel 
White, for producing this publication and organising another significant event in the UCD calendar. I also thank the 
employers who give freely of their time and expertise to make the Careers Day a success. I hope our final year students 
will make the best of the many opportunities that will come their way, and encourage them to make the biggest impact 
possible, to continue learning and also to engage with what they enjoy. 

Professor Alexander Evans
Dean of Agricultural Sciences

January 2017
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Colin Anderson
Corran, Derrylane, Killeshandra, Co. Cavan
Phone: 087 7467424 Email: colin.anderson@ucdconnect.ie
I have a huge passion in livestock production systems coming from a mixed dairy, beef and sheep farm. 
This gives me an extensive practical and theoretical knowledge of these sectors. During my PWE. I 
worked with in Lakeland Dairies member relations division. I was dealing with farmers on a day to 
day basis improving my interpersonal and communication skills while working on my own initiative. 
I spent time working on large scale intensive dairy farms. Also in a veterinary clinic improving my 
animal husbandry and management skills. I am a diligent and dedicated individual looking forward 
to a career in agriculture.

John Bass
Ballingarry, Gorey, Co. Wexford 
Phone: 087 9634182     Email: john.bass@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a tillage and dry stock background. From my time in UCD I have gained valuable insight 
into the agricultural industry across all sectors. I thoroughly enjoyed my time spent on PWE during 
which I gained valuable practical knowledge for which I received a distinction. I have a passion 
for tillage and enjoy growing and managing tillage and grassland crops and my knowledge was 
strengthened by accompanying an agronomist during PWE. I possess exceptional interpersonal and 
communication skills and I am self motivated and driven to achieve. I have been described as reliable, 
enthusiastic, and punctual and I excel as part of a team as well as working on my own initiative. I look 
forward to persuing a career in the agricultural industry and to overcoming the challenges which I 
may encounter.

Jack Bolger
Rosemount house, Mount Elliot, New Ross, Co. Wexford
Phone: 085 705 2054 Email: Sylvester.bolger@ucdconnect.ie
Working in the family feed mill has given me essential experience in nutrition, sales and operating an 
agricultural business. My passion for sport horses has developed my perseverance and thirst for new 
challenges. Travelling to NZ and Australia as part of my PWE, broadened my mind and greatly aided 
my theoretical knowledge. I am motivated by new challenges and eager to apply my practical and 
theoretical skills.

Patrick Byrne
Ballyshane, Clonmore, Hacketstown, Co. Carlow
Tel: 086 8902763 Email: Patrick.byrne.4@ucdconnect.ie
I am an energetic, reliable, ambitious worker who is driven to achieve a high level of performance across 
a range of activities whether it be work or hobbies. I come from a beef, sheep and tillage background 
but I have vast experience in the agricultural industry after gaining invaluable experience during my 
PWE to which I received a distinction. I have a clean drivers licence and I am willing to travel. I have 
the ability to work on my own initiative and I am also a dedicated team member that looks forward to 
pursuing a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural industry.

Cillian Cahill
Togher, Crosskeys , Cavan
Tel. 0876561566 Email: cillian2411@gmail.com, cillian.cahill@ucdconnect.ie   
I’m an energetic, enthusiastic, observant and hard-working person, with a keen interest in agriculture 
that works to a very high standard. My background lies in the Dairy industry, but I have experience in 
Beef, Sheep, Pigs and Tillage through my Professional Work Experience which I received a Distinction 
grade. Through PWE and through a number of other jobs I have been employed in, I have picked up 
many important skills and experiences working individually and within groups. I have a clean driver 
license and am willing to travel. My aim is to work in the right business and make a difference in the 
agricultural world.

Animal and Crop Production
This programme gives an in-depth technical knowledge on how to produce and manage the major economic crops 
and animals (dairy, beef, sheep, pigs and poultry), as well as building business and communication skills. 
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Sean Callan
Paughanstown, Dunleer, Co. Louth
Phone: 087-7502955 Email: seanfintancallan@gmail.com
An enthusiastic, reliable and competent individual with a strong work ethic and a passion for progressing 
the agricultural industry at all levels. I come from a strong dairy background with tillage production. 
I strive to constantly implement new methods and technologies to aid in improving all aspects of an 
enterprise. I travelled to Emerald Dairies in Missouri, USA as part of my PWE, where I broadened 
my knowledge of the dairy industry on a larger scale both in farm and grassland managment. I gained 
valuable insight in the nutritional/advisory sector with Nutrition Link. I am also a natural leader as I 
captained my football team to both championship and league victories.

Michael Campion
Graigue, Drom, Templemore, Co. Tipperary 
Phone: 0857417369 Email: Michael.campion@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hard-working and motivated student with strong interpersonal skills as well as 
extensive knowledge of the growth, development and improvement of farm animals and crops. I’ve 
worked both on farms and in various advisory and research companies such as Teagasc, Sheep Ireland 
and Phelan Private Advisory while on PWE in which I received a distinction. From my involvement in 
different sports and clubs I have become a proven leader and team player, which will benefit me going 
forward in the industry. I have gained a broad knowledge of the science and business of both animal 
and crop production and their interactions in a constantly changing environment.

Liam Carroll
Cloneganna, Dunkerrin, Birr, Co. Offaly
Tel: 085-1191416 Email: liam.carroll@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a strong beef farming background, my passion for beef production was nurtured from 
a young age and while studying agriculture science I developed new interests especially in the dairy 
sector. I am a hardworking, ambitious, and reliable individual with good communication skills 
working either as part of a team or on my own initiative. I gained valuable experience in dairy, beef, 
sheep, pig and tillage enterprises and agri-businesses on PWE. I aim to develop my understanding and 
skill set after I graduate to adapt to challenges within the sector and I look forward to a challenging and 
rewarding career in agricultural sector. I also have a full clean drivers licence.

Edward Colgan
Tubbertynan, Rathmolyon, Co. Meath
Phone: 0894837495 Email: edward.colgan@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, reliable and hardworking individual with a strong desire to succeed. I see a positive 
future for myself in the agricultural industry. I can adjust easily to any task and believe I possess 
excellent communication skills and have a positive attitude towards people, working either as part 
of a team or on my own initiative. I am looking forward to my career and the challenges that lie 
ahead. I have a full clean driver’s license and willingness to travel at home or abroad. I am eager to be 
challenged to improve my skills and play a part in the growth and success of Irish agriculture.

Conor Condron
Glaskill, Screggan, Tullamore, Co. Offaly. 
Phone no: 0857357625 Email: conor.condron@ucdconnect.ie
I offer excellent interpersonal and communication skills along with work efficiency and speed without 
diminishing quality. My knowledge of the agriculture industry was enhanced through work experience 
on pig, dairy, beef, sheep and arable farms and also in Teagasc Tullamore. Recipient of a distinction in 
PWE. My time spent in the UK and Irish dairy industries enhanced my ambition to work with farmers 
in an advisory role. Both a team leader and team player, I enjoy making the most of every opportunity. 
I believe I am very fortunate to be graduating in such an exciting time in Irish agriculture. I hold a full, 
clean driving license with a desire to travel. 

Ruairi Conway
Garryduff, Clough, Ballacolla, Co. Laois
Phone: 0851239741 Email: ruairi.conway@ucdconnect.ie
I am a reliable, hardworking person, with large amout of experience in the agri-food sector. I come 
from a dairy, sheep and beef backgrounds. Also I am a member of a dairy discussion group. I received a 
distintion for my PWE working with companies such as Boortmalt and Granstown Free-Eggs. Where 
I gained valuable industry experience, in quality control, sales, logistics, aswell a techical knowledge 
and people skills.



Cormac Garvey
Gortbrack, Headford, Co. Galway
Phone: 0879671458 Email: cormac.garvey@ucdconnect.ie
I see myself pursuing agriculture as my career. I have a strong work ethic from an early age coming 
from a family dairy farm, I have gained a lot of work experience. My PWE was brilliant and allowed me 
to travel, work – both individually and in a team – and learn other methods, across Ireland, England 
and New Zealand. I am highly mobile, willing to travel, am prepared to continuously keep learning, 
and look forward to the challenges ahead. I hold a full clean drivers licence. 

Hazel Costigan
Cullahill, Co. Laois
Phone: 0830063371 Email: hazel_costigan@hotmail.com
A positive and ambitious individual, I am a valuable asset to any agribusiness. I am actively involved 
in a dairy enterprise at home which instilled a strong work-ethic and a passion for team work in me 
from a young age. I was awarded a distinction for my professional work experience with various farm 
enterprises and companies including Boortmalt, ICBF and Teagasc. During my PWE I also spent 
time in Germany and New Zealand where I gained an insight into the global agricultural sector. I also 
volunteered in South Africa as part of a school renovation project, a testament to my compassionate 
and hard-working nature.

Robert Coyle
Bredagh, Kiltoom, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Phone: 086 375 0714 Email: robert.coyle@ucdconnect.ie
I am reliable, hardworking and dedicated with a deep interest in agriculture. My background is 
predominantly sheep and beef but I have a keen to pursue all sectors. I have gained practical and 
theoretical knowledge throughout my degree in UCD and PWE placement. I have gained extensive 
dairy experience from my placement in New Zealand. I have a full clean Irish drivers licence. I am a 
strong worker both independently and in groups and I look forward to contributing to our growing 
agricultural sector.

Matthew Creane
Grange, Rathnure, Enniscorthy, Co.Wexford.
Phone: 0871344734  Email: matthew.creane@ucdconnect.ie
I am highly motivated with a real hunger to succeed in seeking a career that is challenging, diverse 
and rewarding. I come from a mixed farming background with a keen interest in all aspects of the 
Agricultural sector. My time spent on PWE has furthered my academic and practical knowledge in a 
wide variety of areas within the Agricultural Industry which includes Teagasc Grange and Macra na 
Feirme’s head office. I also travelled to Spain for an Erasmus traineeship which included working on a 
beef farm and butchers. I completed dairy, swine and tillage placements in Ireland for which I received 
a distinction. I have a full, clean drivers licence and I am willing to travel to develop my career. 

Liam Cronin
Powerstown House, Mallow, Co. Cork
Mob: 087-2826255 Email: liam.cronin@ucdconnect.ie
Having grown up on a beef farm I have been involved in Agriculture from a young age. PWE aided in 
expanding my knowledge of the agricultural sector, working on large scale dairy and swine production 
facilities. Since starting in UCD I have continued to develop and broaden my agricultural knowledge 
and skills. I am a hardworking individual and eager to take on new challenges and learn new skills. I 
am reliable and happy to work on a team or individually using my own initiative. I am open to a career 
in all areas of agriculture however I have a keen interest in animal nutrition and farm advisory. My 
ambition is to actively contribute to the agricultural sector with a progressive and innovative company.

Joanne Cushen
Courtnaboughla, Goresbridge, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 087 2314891 Email: joannecushen@gmail.com
I grew up on a mixed farm containing dairy, beef, sheep and tillage enterprises this has provided me 
with a solid foundation in the agricultural sector. Through my employment with Connolly’s Red Mills 
in their harvest laboratory over 5 harvests, I found it very rewarding to work as part of a team. During 
my studies in U.C.D.  my interest in agriculture was broadened and enhanced especially through the 
P.W.E. Throughout these placements I gained a knowledge of the artisan agri-food sector, crop trials 
and research. I was a recipient of the Colman O ‘Loughlin P.W.E. award of excellence.  
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Barry Daly
Dromagh, Mallow, Co. Cork
Phone: 0879511053 Email: barry.daly.3@ucdconnect.ie
I am a reliable, hardworking and trustworthy person, well able to work on my own initiative and also as 
part of a team. I appreciate the value of excellent customer service and I also have good communication 
and interpersonal skills. I gained invaluable experience while on PWE on large enterprises such 
as Moorhill Dairy Farms in Waterford and a large tillage enterprise in Cork. I also gained valuable 
experience in beef, sheep and porcine enterprises. I hold a full, clean drivers licence and a will to travel. 
I have a keen interest in all aspects of agriculture and I am looking forward to a career in the exciting 
times ahead in this growing industry.

Rachel Daly
Garadice, Kilcock, Co.Meath
Phone: 085 231 0465 Email: Rachel.daly.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, friendly, confident and enthusiastic person. I come from a dairy farming 
background and have a passion for all areas of agriculture. I have the willingness to learn, work hard 
and I thrive under pressure. I have excellent communication skills and have much experience in public 
speaking. While working abroad in Canterbury, New Zealand, I gained valuable experience in the 
dairy sector. I also developed a new interest in crops, working for Crop Research Ltd. I obtained 
excellent research experience in Teagasc, Grange. My goal is to have a positive impact, as a woman, on 
the agricultural industry within Ireland and abroad.

James Doherty 
Ballinamore, Cloghan, Lifford P.O, Co. Donegal
Phone: 0857691834 Email: dohertyjamespatrick@gmail.com
An ambitious, honest and determined individual with a strong work ethic. I have a desire to learn and 
build on the knowledge that I have gained studying and while on work placement that I completed in 
Ireland and abroad for which I obtained a distinction. I can work efficiently on my own or as part of a 
team environment. My background is in the sheep sector which I have a strong interest in, alongside a 
newfound passion for the dairy sector owing to my placement experience. Willing to travel, hold full 
clean driver’s license. I recognise this is an exciting time to work in the fast growing and developing 
agriculture industry and I look forward to embracing the challenges and opportunities of this career. 

Brian Doody
Kilballyowen, Bruff, Co. Limerick
Phone: 0873126623 Email: brian.doody@ucdconnect,ie
I am a diligent, hard working and highly motivated student. I come from a dairy and beef enterprise and 
have a major interest in the dairy industry. I have gained valuable experience in all types of agricultural 
enterprises as part of my course in UCD. The PWE programme has allowed me to experience different 
enterprises and also different approaches. I am a practical person in nature and I believe this helped me 
to excel during PWE. I am looking forward to working in the booming agricultural industry in Ireland. 
I have a full clean driving licence and have gained great experience through summer work with FRS.

MJ Doran
Ballybrack, Ballymurphy, Borris, Co. Carlow
Phone: 087 9246334 Email: mj.doran6@gmail.com
I bring to the fore exceptional interpersonal and organisational skills and am extremely driven 
and motivated to work and complete tasks to the highest of standards. I’ve gained some invaluable 
knowledge during PWE both in Ireland and overseas, for which I received a distinction. I come from 
a dairy farm and am involved in its runnings, along with completing my degree. I’m heavily involved 
in sports like Gaelic and soccer. I tend to be a very competitive individual with an unwritten desire to 
achieve to the greatest of my ability. I look forward to positively contributing to the rapidly changing 
and expanding global Agricultural industry.

Peter Doyle
Coolteigue, Bree, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0879523103 Email: peterdoyle2010@hotmail.co.uk
My keen interest in agriculture stems from my strong farming background. I am an ambitious and 
dedicated individual who thrives for success. I am a recipient of 2 academic scholarships, distinction 
in my PWE and the Gerry Bird Merit award during my time here at UCD. During my PWE I focused 
on all sectors on top performing farms across the country as I believe having a strong and diversified 
understanding of Irish farms and farmers is an essential characteristic to have going into the 
professional world of agriculture. I have developed strong interpersonal and teamwork skills through 
being heavily involved on boards of organisations and sports teams outside of college. 
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Michael-John Dunphy
Heywood, Ballinakill, Co. Laois
Mobile: 0892230075 Email: michael-john.dunphy@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, hardworking and punctual individual and carry out the work I complete to a high 
standard. I come from a suckler farm which would my preferred type of farming. For my PWE I gained 
invaluable experience at the Greenfields demonstration dairy farm and also grew a keen interest in 
dairy farming from my time spent here. I am very co-operative and always willing to learn and take 
advice on board. I enjoy the practical side of farming and I take great pride in the up keep and further 
improvement of our own farmyard and cattle handling facilities as I love working with my hands.    

Tadhg Eivers
Roristown, Trim, Co. Meath
Phone: 085 8434451  Email: tadhgeivers@gmail.com
My agricultural background is of living and working on a large Dairy Farm Partnership, with cereal 
production and dairy calf to beef,  as an add on. The transition of the family dairy enterprise to a Limited 
Company has given me a strong foundation in Agriculture as a business and not just an activity. I enjoy 
the diverse experiences possible in Agriculture and believe my work experience,  here and abroad, has  left 
me with a hunger to do more and see more, to push the boundaries of what local and global agriculture 
can achieve. My sporting achievements in Tetrathlon and Equestrian activities have been at a national 
and international level.

James Fitzgerald
Mochara, Shrule, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0872133082 Email: james.fitzgerald@ucdconnect.ie
My keen interest in the agriculture sector was developed from an early age. I am an Ambitious, 
Hardworking, Enthusiastic and Honest individual, interested in all aspects of agriculture and sustainable 
food production. During my PWE, for which I received a distinction, I gained in depth knowledge in 
dairy farming, having spent a summer on a 700 cow indoor system in Durham, England and working on 
a progressive, expanding 300 cow grass based enterprise in Co. Galway. I also developed my teamwork 
skills in my placement with Hygeia Chemicals Ltd. I have a fully clean driver’s licence and am willing to 
travel. I relish the opportunity to contribute to this challenging yet rewarding industry. 

Murty Fitzgerald
Smorane, Skibbereen, Co. Cork
Phone: 083 3116339 Email: Murtyfitz@gmail.com
Highly ambitious enthusiastic individual. I have a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural 
industry having worked in both Ireland and the U.K. as part of my PWE. I also hold down a part time 
job as a sales assistant with Drinagh Coop. I come from a strong dairy background however I also have 
a keen interest in the arable sector having spent a summer working on an arable farm in the U.K. I look 
forward to broadening my agricultural knowledge either locally or globally.  I have gained exceptional 
people skills from working abroad and in the local Coop. I have a full clean drivers licence.

Deirdre Friel
Gortnatraw, Kindrum, P.O, Fanad, Letterkenny, Co.Donegal
Phone: 0868949379 Email: Deirdre.friel@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a hardworking, enthusiastic and determined individual that works well as part of a team. I come 
from a strong sheep and beef background with a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural sector. 
I received a distinction in my PWE gaining valuable experience at farm and research level in both 
Ireland and abroad. I completed my placement on a large scale dairy farm in New Zealand, Teagasc 
Grange, Kiernans pig unit Aughafad and Crop Research Ltd at UCD Lyons research farm. I have been 
involved in successful sports teams from a young age and as a result of this; have developed critical 
skills such as teamwork and discipline. I hold a full clean driving license and I am willing to travel to 
develop my career.

Christopher Hanbridge
Winetavern, Stratford-on-Slaney, Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 0873174455   Email: Christopher.hanbidge@ucdconnect.ie
I have a dedicated interest in the Agriculture sector, as I come from a strong beef and sheep farming 
background. During my Professional Work Experience I obtained an excellent knowledge of all 
sectors of Agriculture. The opportunity to travel to Canada to farm on 8000 acre tillage farm, with 500 
suckler cows was a great experience. A Distinction in my Professional Work Experience highlights my 
diligence, commitment and ambition, as I look forward to expanding my knowledge and skills for a 
rewarding career in the agricultural sector. 

UCD 2017 Animal & Crop Production

12



UCD 2017

13

Animal & Crop Production

Francis Hand
Drumleague, Tullyvin, Cootehill, Co. Cavan
Number: 0879567863 Email: francis.hand@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a strong dairy background and have also done a lot of work in the poultry industry. I am hard-
working, have good communication skills, I’m ambitious and always willing to learn. I obtained a distinction 
for my third year professional work placement where I worked in various agricultural enterprises. The 
highlight of my work placement was when I worked on a 1700 Dairy cow, grass based system in Missouri 
USA where I gained plenty of knowledge. I believe of trying new systems to make agriculture more efficient. 
I have the ability to work on my own initiative and I look forward to pursuing a challenging and rewarding 
career in the agriculture industry.

Conor Hatton
Ballykelly, Tinahely, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 087 2487624           Email: conor.hatton@ucdconnect.ie 
I am ambitious, self-driven and hardworking. I come from a tillage background and gained vast 
experience on different farm enterprises during my PWE, including spending 2 months on a 5000 acre 
arable farm in Essex. I have considerable technical knowledge of the tillage sector aided by working in 
Quinns of Baltinglass Grain Merchants and undertaking a fungicidal research programme in Teagasc 
Oak Park. I possess outstanding leadership and time management skills proven by captaining sports 
teams in UCD and at inter-county level, while maintaining excellent academic grades. I am well-
travelled with a desire to travel more and hold a full, clean drivers licence.

Eddie Hayes
Ballyduff, Thurles, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 087 2722635 Email : edmund.hayes@ucdconnect.ie
A conscientious, reliable, motivated, and diligent worker with a wide range of valuable transferrable 
skills gained through previous work experience, fulfilling his duties as year representative and student 
union representative on the Agricultural Sciences programme board.. Receiving a distinction for 
PWE, gained extensive knowledge and invaluable experience on progressive dairy (NZ), sheep and 
tillage farms along with off farm placements such as with Glanbia, Grasstec and ABP. From a beef 
background, which has instilled a strong work ethic in me and where I first came to develop a passion 
for the Agri sector. Full clean driver’s license and willingness to travel at home or abroad.

Cathal Higgins 
Cloonraine, Ballindine, Co. Mayo 
Phone: 086 0568248 Email: cathalhi@gmail.com
I am an enthusiastic, ambitious, hard-working individual with strong interpersonal skills and a desire 
to succeed in the Irish agricultural industry. Agriculture is a keen interest of mine I am motivated to 
explore newly developing areas. I was awarded with a distinction in PWE where I gained valuable 
experience in the pig, sheep, beef, tillage and dairy sectors improving my knowledge and skills. I am a 
driven individual who works well on my own initiative or as part of a team. During my years in UCD 
I have managed to keep my studies and a part-time job illustrating my focus and hardworking ethic.

David Hobson
Warrenstown farm, Drumree, Co. Meath
Tel: 0877578636
I am an enthusiastic, ambitious and hardworking individual with a strong interest in the agricultural 
industry. I come from a progressive tillage enterprise in Co. Meath and have a passion for agronomy and 
crop research. I have excellent communication skills with fluency in sign language and good knowledge of 
french. I gained invaluable experience during Professional Work Experience (PWE), travelling to a large 
scale beef and tillage enterprise in Canada and working alongside plant pathologists and assisting crop 
breeders for a seed company in Cambridge. PWE helped to inform my knowledge and work capabilities in 
every sector of the agricultural industry and this has helped me to receive a distinction for my work. 

Seán Holian
Ballina, Ballyglunin, Tuam, Co. Galway
Phone: 086-2205930 Email: sean.holian@ucdconnect.ie 
I am an ambitious, hard-working, reliable and highly motivated individual with a passion for Agriculture. 
Throughout my PWE in which I was awarded a distinction, I gained valuable experience in the area of 
Agri-business Research both in Ireland and the UK. I have a full clean driving licence and a willingness to 
travel. Have gained plenty of experience dealing with people through working in Agri-sales and bar work 
throughout college. I have strong leadership qualities, thrive under pressure and can work as part of a team 
as displayed in my role as Auditor of the UCD Agricultural Science Society this academic year. I am looking 
forward to a challenging yet rewarding career in Agricultural Sector.
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Annie Kemp
Farran, Emly, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 087-2699219 Email: anniekemp15@gmail.com
I am a hardworking, honest diligent person who strives for success in all aspects of work and academics. 
I am highly motivated with a great passion for agriculture. Specialising in Animal and Crop Production 
I carried out PWE placement in Moorepark, Teagasc Athenry, Roches Feeds and helped local pig and 
beef farmers, in which I received a distinction. I am a good team player, having played camogie and 
football all my life as well as having the initiative to work on my own. I have a keen interest in travelling 
to further broaden my knowledge. I also hold a full, clean drivers licence.

Philip Kennedy
Killeen, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary 
Phone: 0862120911  E-mail: philip.kennedy321@gmail.com
Hard working, enthusiastic and success driven, with a strong passion for the agriculture sector. I have 
gained invaluable experience through-out my degree, especially on PWE. Having spent a substantial 
amount of time with Teagasc as part of my PWE, I acquired an ability to face challenging situations and 
facilitate farmer’s needs. Being an active member of the Agriculture Society committee in UCD and 
organisations in my community, I have accumulated a vast array of abilities including, interpersonal 
and problem solving skills. I look forward to the challenges and opportunities that will present 
themselves in my future career. 

Andrew Kilduff
Eden, Knock, Claremorris, Co.Mayo 
Phone: 0863567331 Email: andrew.kilduff@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, hardworking and enthusiastic individual, with a keen interest in the agricultural sector.  I 
come from a strong beef and sheep background with an interest in all aspects of agriculture.  I spent 
3 months of my work experience working in a private agricultural consultancy where I gained an in-
depth knowledge in all the different aspects of running a business and dealing with clients.  Throughout 
my experience to date I have built lasting professional relationships and previous employers have 
described me as honest, driven and diligent. I have the ability to work on my own initiative and I look 
forward to pursuing a challenging and rewarding career in the agricultural industry.

Daniel Kingston
Dreeny, Skibbereen, Co. Cork
Phone: 087 1222641 Email: daniel.kingston@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, motivated and honest with a great work ethic. I come from a progressive dairy and beef 
farm. I have a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural industry. During my time in UCD I 
completed 30 weeks work placement on a sheep, beef, pig, dairy and a large tillage farm in the UK. 
This gave me invaluable experience at farm level. Proven team player as demonstrated by my sporting 
achievements in Gaelic football. I relish the opportunity to contribute to this challenging and rewarding 
industry based in Ireland or Abroad.

James Lynch
Castletobin, Callan, Co.Kilkenny
Mobile: 0862158552   Email: james.lynch@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard and ambitious worker, always willing to learn. I come from a strong Dairy and Beef background 
with an interest in all aspects of agriculture. The PWE has given me an in depth knowledge into the many 
different sectors of agricultural industry. I worked at Hermitage piggery and Connollys Red Mills in 
Kilkenny, Glenville Agri advisory services in Thurles and in Teagasc Oakpark. I am always seeking new 
experiences and possess a willingness to travel and meet new people of different cultures and mindsets, as 
evidenced by my taking Mandarin Chinese modules for two years in college, as I feel good relations and 
cooperation are essential for the future of global agriculture, which I hope to have an important part in.  

Thomas Maher
Kilcoke, Loughmore, Templemore, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0863309522  Email: thomas.maher.4@ucdconnect.com
I am an honest, hardworking and enthusiastic individual. I come from a strong dairy background and 
have a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural industry. From my PWE on a large scale dairy farm 
in New Zealand and with advisory services in Tipperary I showed I am a quick learner and developed 
great interpersonal, teamwork and leadership skills. My experience gave me a good grounding in all 
aspects of the agricultural industry. I am looking forward to further developing my knowledge and 
skills in the agricultural sector through employment that shares my drive and ambition. I have a full 
clean driving license with a willingness to travel.
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Liam McCabe 
Waterloo, Bailieborough Co.Cavan
Email: liam.mc-cabe@ucdconnect.ie
I am an Ambitious, hardworking and dedicated individual. Through my Professional Work Experience, 
University studies, sport and part time work, I have learned a great discipline when it comes to working 
with people and pursuing excellent standards in my line of work and hobbies. My PWE allowed me 
to gain invaluable experience with progressive organisations such as Sheep Ireland and Drumgoon 
Dairy- South Dakota USA which gave me an insight into the technical knowledge required to operate 
a large scale dairy farm.  I look forward to a positive lifelong career embracing the challenges that the 
agriculture sector will undoubtedly face in the future confident in my ability to make a difference.

Karen McGrath
Baunfaun, Kilmanahan, Via.Clonmel, Co. Waterford
Phone: 087 2608331 Email: karen.mc-grath@ucdconnect.ie
My keen interest in agriculture started at a young age, having grown up on a suckler and beef farm. 
During my PWE, working with Teagasc Moorepark and CropResearch Ltd. I gained hands on 
experience in assisting with trials and compiling data for research purposes. My time spent at Calveys 
of Achill and in New Zealand depicts my strong work ethic milking 1100 cows and working with 
1500+ sheep daily. My relaxed and practical approach in life allows me to adapt quickly in new roles 
and work well under pressure. I place high emphasis on having an honest and strong work ethic. My 
heavy involvement in ladies football and captaining the Waterford Ladies Senior county team for 2017 
mirrors my leadership skills, and my ability to work well in a team environment.

James Meade
Balrath, Navan, Co. Meath
Phone: 0834732415 Email: james.meade@ucdconnect.ie
My interpersonal and communication skills are coupled with a strong work ethic, proven accountability 
and motivation to deliver personal and organisational goals. Achieving a distinction in PWE, I was 
also awarded a Certificate of Excellence from UCD and the Paul Mulhere Award for 2016 for the most 
outstanding PWE in Animal & Crop Production. I gained invaluable industry and overseas exposure by 
working with Dawn Meats and Harp Renewables in the UK, and the Australian Agricultural Company. 
As winner of the ASA/Irish Farmers Journal PWE Scholarship 2015/2016, I published a series of blogs 
for IFJ readers on my overseas experiences. My natural leadership, organisation and self- motivation skills 
reflected in roles such as Vice-Captain of Belvedere College SJ, leading radio host with Belfield FM etc.

Barry Murphy
Phone: 087-3138329  Email: barry.murphy.5@ucdconnect.ie
I have gained a broad depth of practical experience through working on different farming enterprises 
such as tillage, beef, sheep, dairy and horticulture. This experience compliments the theory I have 
learnt in college. I am reliable and enthusiastic and have proven to work well in teams from my time on 
Professional Work Experience. Whilst on placement with Teagasc I learned how to delegate with clients 
and understood the importance of good communication and interpretation skills. I am looking forward 
to expanding my knowledge and skills in the career opportunities that become available. I have a full 
clean drivers license and am willing to travel.

Cliodhna O’ Riordan
Derrockstown, Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath
Phone: 0857856664 Email: cliodhna.o-riordan@ucdconnect.ie
Diligent and enthusiastic with a strong initiative to succeed in both academia and employment. Passion 
for the wide agricultural industry regarding Agri-business as well as animal and crop production systems. 
Professional Work Experience in 2016 in which I was awarded a distinction grade in New Zealand 
on a 1800 dairy cow herd, sheep and pig placement with Progressive sheep and pig farmers as well as 
placement with Teagasc in Athenry, Oak Park and Grange illustrate the broad range of my practical and 
technical knowledge I have to offer to my future employer. Keen Camogie and Gaelic football player for 
both Club and County and captained Meath Minor Camogie to All-Ireland success in 2014.

James Pope
Glenagare, Castlemartyr, Co. Cork
Phone: 0862407007 Email: james.pope@ucdconnect.ie
Passionate about agriculture with a farming back round, self-motivated with an eagerness to learn 
and enjoy working as part of a team, my goal is a career in the agriculture industry to further my 
knowledge. My interests and previous experience are in beef and crop production mainly, however 
during my PWE I have gained valuable hands on experience in all sorts of enterprises. I am out going, 
ambitious and enjoy problem solving and determined to pursue my interests in agriculture.
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Barry Purcell
Castlemitchell, Athy, Co. Kildare
Phone: 087 666 8879 Email: barry.purcell@ucdconnect.ie
Grown up on a tillage and beef enterprise, I have always had a strong passion for agriculture and this 
was further enhanced. During my PWE, I travelled to New Zealand, for which I received the ASA/
IFJ PWE scholarship, where I worked on a large scale dairy farm. I also received an internship with 
Alltech Crop Research and carried out work experiences on several progressive farms. I have 7 years’ 
experience working with Glanbia Agribusiness on a part time basis, and have gained a great insight 
into the technical elements of ruminant feed and crop husbandry. This experience has exposed me 
to contrasting customers and how to build customer relations. I am extremely hard working, self-
motivated, ambitious and determined.

Mark Sartini
Killaloe, Co. Clare
Phone: 0863779004 Email: mark.sartini@ucdconnect.ie
I am currently a in my final year in Agricultural Science in University College. I believe that I 
an extremely sociable person and one who is very comfortable dealing with people of any age or 
background. Having spent some time in Colorado working at a private golf course and also having 
worked in my local golf shop at home I am determined to succeed in a role related to sales or business, 
helping whatever company or business that I work for and hopefully someday use all of my skills and 
experiences to start my own business and help others with their career. 

Nigel Scally
Ballymacugh, Kilbeggan, Co. Westmeath
Mobile: 0873110772 Email: Nigels229@gmail.com 
I am an honest, reliable individual with a strong desire to succeed. I have gained a great understanding 
of the beef and tillage sector as I come from a strong farming background, specialising in both of 
these sectors. I have a great passion in the nutrition and breeding of beef production. As part of my 
PWE I travelled to Canada and spent two months on a big tillage and beef farm. I am self – motivated 
and work hard under my own initiative. I possess a full, clean driver’s licence and willing to travel.  

David Thomas
Rahan, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Phone: 086 4009435 Email: david.thomas.1@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a beef and tillage background and also have a keen interest in the dairy sector. I am 
a hard-working and honest individual with ambition to pursue my career within the agricultural 
industry. During my PWE placement I gained invaluable experience on dairy, beef, sheep, pig and 
tillage farms, in which I received a distinction. With a willingness to learn and adapt to change I look 
forward to embarking on an intriguing and challenging career in agriculture.

Peter Treacy
Ballyvalden, Castlewarren, Co. Kilkenny
Contact: 0851406341  Email: Peter.treacy@ucdconnect.ie
I am Self-motivated, result oriented and desire for constant learning individual. From my PWE 
and through previous work I gained the ability to multi-task and work independently or within a 
team while having superb organisation and prioritisation skills. Coming from a large dairy and beef 
background and I feel I have a good knowledge within either sector. My main interest is dairy and 
grass production. From previous work I have shown good leadership skills, working on cereals for four 
years with Connolly’s Red Mills I was able to process into a leadership role during harvest. Through my 
work experiences and my degree to date I feel I have a good understanding across agriculture which I 
hope to grow in the future.

Tomas Tubritt
Saltmills, Fethard-on-sea, New Ross, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0860361598 Email: tomas.tubritt@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from a tillage farm, I entered Animal and Crop production with a sole interest in crops, but 
the degree has given me a much wider knowledge and appreciation of all other farming enterprises. 
The highlight of my 4 years was PWE where I worked in Cork on a large expanding dairy farm under 
the progressive Shane Fitzgerald and in Cambridge for KWS Saat a multinational crop breeding 
company. The example of my parents has motivated me to work hard whilst in college which has given 
me a comprehensive proficiency in all agricultural sectors and resulted in my achievement of the Soil 
Science Award from the Fertiliser Association of Ireland. I look forward to developing a long and 
successful career contributing to the agricultural industry both home and abroad. 
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Colin Twomey
Glantane, Mallow, Co. Cork
Phone: 0870699555 Email: colin.twomey@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on an intensive pig farm, a career in the agricultural sector, specifically in animal/human 
nutrition has always been the route I wish to pursue and excel in. Feedback from previous employers 
shows my diligent, professional and self-motivated nature. PWE allowed me to broaden my knowledge of 
the agricultural sector as a whole, for which I received a distinction grade. I went abroad to New Zealand 
to work on a large scale dairy farm, displaying my willingness to travel and an ability to efficiently settle 
into different work environments/cultures. Involvement with the Agricultural Science Committee has 
also developed my leadership, interpersonal, communication and organisational skills to a high level.

John Walsh
Kilvendoney, Hollymount, Co. Mayo
Phone: 086-1773660 Email: john.walsh.3@ucdconnect.ie
I am ambitious and motivated with a great work ethic. Enjoy working as part of a team or on my own 
initiative. Through my PWE I gained a wealth of knowledge on dairy (UCD Lyons Estate) and sheep 
research (Teagasc Athenry) farms, farm advisory services, a large pig unit, a beef farm and finally a 
4600ha arable farm in the U.K. Coming from a strong suckler beef and sheep background where I 
am constantly thriving to improve and diligently expand and grow the enterprise. I look forward to 
further broadening my knowledge in the Agricultural sector either  locally or globally. I am a very 
adaptable individual, passionate about agriculture and I am willing to travel to progress my career and 
broaden my horizons. I hold a full clean drivers licence.

Eoin Wright
Sigginstown, Tomhaggard, Co. Wexford
Email: eoin.wright@ucdconnect.ie
I am dependable, hard-working, honest and take pride in my efficiency. I understand the need for 
precision and good communication skills in every working environment and I am capable of applying 
myself to any situation. I excel in dealing with practicalities by using my strong work ethic with a 
‘hand-on’ approach. This along with my organisation and leadership skills allows me to be balanced in 
my work and feel fulfilled and motivated. I gained great experience in agri sales and agronomy during 
my PWE and work experience to date. I have shown great responsibility and work ethic which will 
stand to me in my future career.

Animal Science
The Animal Science programme concentrates on the single most important sector of the agriculture industry. 
Students undertake areas of study covering nutrition and feed formulation, physiology, genetics, reproduction, as 
well as business, agricultural policy and communications. 

John Bourke
Lackagh, Monasterevin, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0879871732  Email: john.bourke@ucdconnect
Ambitious, hard-working, efficient and driven in my strive to reach the top. Coming from a strong 
equine background my riding skills culminated in obtaining an amateur jockey license for two years. 
PWE allowed me to gain invaluable experience in the equine industry working for Tinnakill House 
Stud and currently Forenaughts Stud, whilst also spending two months in Germany working on a Pig 
and dairy farm providing me with a different perspective on the agricultural industry. A strong  work 
ethic surrounded by an agricultural upbringing I believe I have the necessary skills and attributes to 
excel in any profession.

Susanna Boxwell
Rathmacknee  Killinick  Wexford
Tel: 0872391736
I am a hardworking individual who strives to learn and succeed. I have learned invaluable skills during 
my time in ucd and have a great passion for the agricultural sector. I come from a farming and horse 
background. I found during my time on PWE I learned hands on agricultural skills where I spent some 
time with teagasc Johnstown castle wexford. I am a very organised and punctual individual who works 
well both individually and as part of a team. I have a full driving licence and would be willing to travel 
in order to further my career.



Amy Boyle
Phone: 087 7620434  Email: amy.boyle@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, determined person. I have acquired good communication skills from my part-
time jobs in Petworld and Beedy’s Bar. I work well under pressure and take my own initiative to 
complete tasks and find solutions to any difficulties I face. I love learning new languages and have 
a basic level of both French and German. I also plan to further my studies in German. I am a very 
creative person and love writing and drawing in my spare time.  I am ambitious and desire to travel 
and learn new things and experience new cultures.

Elaine Browne
Woodhouse, Moyglass, Fethard, Co. Tipperary
Number: 0871354421 Email: elainebrowne03@gmail.com
A passion for the agriculture sector, commitment and a strong relationship builder is vital for the future of 
this growing industry. I demonstrated these qualities when I received the stage 3 agricultural scholarship and 
a distinction in PWE. I have extensive agriculture knowledge from the co-running of my family dairy and 
beef farm and my college degree.  This, with my drive, self-motivation and enthusiastic qualities will help 
me achieve a successful career contributing to the growth of the sector. I worked at Gurteen Agricultural 
College, Teagasc, agriland.ie and with an agriculture consultant. These have given me excellent insight into 
the industry and in areas of teaching, research, advisory and media.

Susan Casey 
Glenlee Ballynoe, Cobh, Co. Cork
Number: 0863694163 Email: susan.casey@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, enthusiastic and honest individual with a desire to have a positive impact on the agricultural 
industry. I have gained invaluable knowledge and experience through my studies which I hope to 
implement and expand in my future career in the agri-sector. I have an excellent work ethic and desire 
for new challenges which I have demonstrated in my PWE with progressive sheep, diary, beef and 
pig enterprises along with Teagasc Moorepark and Dairygold Agri-Division, of which I achieved a 
distinction. I have a keen interest in all areas of agriculture, predominantly dairy and animal nutrition. 
I hold a full clean driving licence.

Thomas Condon
Kilgullane, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork
Phone: (086) 3430767 Email: thomas.condon.1@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a dairy farm stimulated my passion for agriculture. From this stems my interest in all 
sectors of the dairy industry, with particular emphasis in animal breeding and nutrition. Understanding 
fully the importance of both fertility of the dairy cow and grassland management. My ambition is to 
actively contribute to the agricultural sector with a progressive and innovative company. I gained a 
wealth of experience of all areas of agriculture from my PWE, working on progressive farms in Ireland 
and Holland also with ICBF. I have also spent two summers working in Teagasc, Moorepark. I have the 
ability to work on my own initiative and as part of a team as I possess excellent communication skills 
and have a positive attitude towards people and have fierce determination to succeed. 

William Conlon
Currane, Ballyvary, Castlebar, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0879593791 Email: William.conlon07@gmail.com
Throughout my PWE with the Irish Farmers Journal I gained an extensive and unique insight into the 
intricate workings of the Irish agricultural sector from the perspective of both the producer and the 
industry. I experienced first-hand both the opportunities and uncertainty that the industry as a whole 
faces as it strives to adapt in a challenging global marketplace. This experience coupled with my strong 
suckler background has fuelled my passion for the agricultural sector as I aim to forge a career in this 
diverse and exciting industry. 

Helen Connor
Newtown, Tubber, Moate, Co. Westmeath
Mobile: 0876625044 Email: helen.connor@ucdconnect.ie
An enthusiastic, perseverant and reliable individual with a thirst for learning & seizing new 
opportunities. My interest in all aspects of agriculture stem from my strong farming background (beef 
& sheep). I have excelled in every role in the past, including part-time jobs on a dairy farm and as a 
waitress. During my work experience here in UCD, I gained a wealth knowledge in a pig production 
unit, in Teagasc (advisory & research roles), in J. Grennan & Sons Agri-Trading, as well as continuing 
work on a 200 cow dairy farm. I believe I would be an excellent addition to any team. I am keen to 
embrace new technologies and play an integral role in the progression of Irish agriculture. 
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Eadaoin Conway
Glascorn, Ballinea, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
Tel: 087 0682213   Email: eadaoin.conway@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, ambitious and assertive individual who is attentive to detail. From growing 
up on a suckler farm to studying abroad in Purdue University, USA I have gained a vast knowledge of 
the agricultural sector at both a national and international level. As part of my PWE I have worked on 
large scale dairy, pig, beef and sheep farms in which I received a distinction. This practical experience 
proved to be highly beneficial as I embarked upon my placement with Devenish Nutrition where I 
worked alongside senior nutritionists and researchers. This has reaffirmed my conviction that I should 
pursue a career in animal nutrition, genetics or health.

Domhnall Corby
Newtowngore, Co. Leitrim
Phone: 086 2020 366 Email: domhnall.corby@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a strong beef background and have a keen interest in all aspects of agriculture. I have 
gained invaluable experience during PWE, while working with Bovi Genetics as well as time spent 
on dairy, beef, sheep and pig farms. My aim is to develop a career in animal production, primarily 
within breeding, reproduction or nutrition sectors. I would like to work with a progressive company 
that matches my ambition, drive and willingness to learn in order to develop my knowledge and 
experience. I am looking forward to a challenging and rewarding career within the agricultural sector.  

Cliona Costello
Phone: 086 0557569  Email: cliona.costello@ucdconnect.ie
My ambition is to be part of a successful team in the agricultural sector, with a particular focus on 
animal nutrition and health. I gained a wealth of invaluable experience in many animal enterprises 
throughout my time at UCD and during my PWE, for which I was awarded a distinction. I also 
worked for companies like Liffey Mills, Roches Feeds, and Teagasc. This progressed me to spend 
time in America working at Drumgoon Dairy and Alltech. The experience gained has expanded my 
knowledge of the agriculture sector nationally and globally, while teaching me to work quickly and 
efficiently in a busy environment, as part of a team player while also using my own initiative. 

Margaret Cronin
Longfield Firies, Killarney, Co. Kerry
Phone: 086 2284260   Email: Margaret.cronin@ucdconnect.ie
A driven, focused and creative individual who is happy to work on my own or as part of a team. I 
have an interest in all areas of agriculture. PWE provided me with a chance to broaden my experience 
in agriculture. During PWE, I developed many interpersonal skills and gained a lot of knowledge 
applicable to a rapidly changing sector. A distinction in PWE proves that I am a strong candidate on 
the field and an ‘Ad Astra’ awarded by UCD shows my strength in academia. An excellent candidate 
for the agricultural sector. Has a license and is willing to travel.

Bryan Donnelly
Ballymac, Kinnitty, Birr, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0877629220 Email: bryan.donnelly@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, reliable and hard working individual with a keen interest in all aspects of 
modern agriculture. Coming from a dairy, beef and sheep enterprise, I was intent to pursue a career 
in agriculture from a young age. During my PWE I worked on some of the top and most efficient 
Dairy, Beef, Sheep and Pig farms in the country. I gained valuable insights into how these large farms 
operated, functioned and I have continued to work on these farms on a relief basis continuing to learn. 
I am a good team worker with skills developed through PWE, GAA and Macra. I hold a full clean 
drivers license and I am determined to grow a successful career in the agriculture and food industry.

Andrew Donovan
Ballybrannagh, Leamlara, Co. Cork
Phone: 0879460008 Email: andrew.donovan@ucdconnect.ie
Hard working, enthusiastic and honest person determined to be successful in the agricultural 
industry. I am very focussed on learning as much as I can and developing and improving myself as an 
individual. I come from a dairy background and have gained even more invaluable experiences at farm 
level as well as gaining experience in interesting trial work with Teagasc and in consultancy. I earned 
a Distinction in my PWE. As a result I have developed skills in teamwork and communication. My 
objective is to put myself in a position to have a positive impact on the agricultural industry.



Alison Dowley
Three Bridges House, Carrick On Suir, Co. Tipperary             
Phone: (086) 2580463  Email: alison.dowley@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a dairy and pig farm, I have learned that the road to success comes through hard 
work, determination, perseverance and sacrifice. I am a team player but also a natural leader, I have 
demonstrated these qualities by maintaining high grades throughout my degree whilst being elected 
convener of the Agricultural & Veterinary School for UCD Students’ Union and being a Student 
Ambassador. I received a distinction in my PWE with Devenish Nutrition and in Idaho, USA on a 
25000 dairy cow farm, gaining valuable experience particularly in nutrition. I enjoy a challenge and 
have a strong desire to travel. 

Fíona Dunne
Great Connell, Newbridge, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0857589924 Email: fiona-dunne4@hotmail.com
My aim is to pursue a career in the field of Animal Reproduction snd Genetics. After graduating 
from Waterford Institute of Technology with a distinction in the level 7 BSc in Agricultural Science, 
I transfered to UCD to further my knowledge and specialise in Animal Science. I have completed 
various research trials/projects on topics such as calf nutrition, gene editing and assisted reproductive 
techniques. I gained invaluable experience during my PWE in Teagasc Moorepark and assisted on 
various research trials on both dairy and pig farms. I also had the opportunity to further develop my 
laboratory skills during my PWE in Identigen Traceback Lab. I excel in both individual and team 
project settings, I am hard working, diligent and consistent.

Laura Durkin
Ballybannon, Tourmakeady, Claremorris, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0877576811   Email: durkinlaura2010@gmail.com
I am an enthusiastic, hardworking and honest individual with a strong desire to learn and succeed.  I 
have a keen interest in the Agricultural Sector coming from a strong Beef and Sheep background with 
an interest in all aspects of agriculture and beyond. Have obtained valuable practical work experience 
in diverse agricultural sectors. Holder of a full clean driving licence, with willingness and desire to 
travel. I look forward to a challenging, rewarding and a diverse career in agriculture.

Emma-Louise Durney
Monksland, Athlone, Co. Roscommon
Phone: 086 211 4323  Email: emma-louise.durney@ucdconnect.ie          
I am extremely hard-working, driven and enthusiastic. My main interests lie in animal welfare and 
production. I am strong academically, receiving the Entrance Scholar Award on acceptance to UCD 
and maintaining a GPA greater than 3.68 throughout my years. I took advantage of my PWE, travelling 
as far as Germany and taking an AI course to gain experience, and was awarded a distinction for my 
efforts. I have spent many years working in the service industry through both my family’s catering 
company and more recently through part-time work in hotels, gaining invaluable experience working 
in a formal environment and developing essential communication and teamwork skills.

Niamh Farrell
Lyanmore, Breaney road, Ardagh Co. Longford
Phone: 086 2098483  Email: niamh.farrell.1@ucdconnect.ie
Highly motivated, diligent and innovative with a keen passion for all aspects of the agriculture 
industry, ASA member. Gained a wealth of knowledge through PWE reflected in a distinction grade. 
PWE was carried out on a dairy farm and high scale pig farm in Germany, a sheep and beef farm in Co. 
Longford and Teagasc. In addition, possess a strong background in sales and public relations within 
the healthcare retail environment. Dependable nature (record of full attendance award in secondary 
school). Keen interest in the outdoors (work in landscaping and maintenance) and community projects 
(St.Vincent de Paul, fundraisers). Natural leadership abilities, ambition and organisational skills.

Nicola Fetherstone
Stonepark, Co. Roscommon
Phone: 0877479235 Email: Nicola.fetherstone@ucdconnect.ie
A reliable, organised and enthusiastic individual, with a strong work ethic, who is determined 
to succeed. Actively involved in my home suckler and sheep farm. Gained a distinction as well as 
invaluable knowledge through my professional work experience on a large progressive dairy farm, 
a modern piggery unit, with Paul & Vincent and an extended period of three months work with the 
National Cattle Breeding Centre (NCBC). Through this and a part-time job, I have developed good 
communication and leadership skills as well as the ability to thrive under pressure. I possess a full 
clean driving license, my own car and a willingness to travel in order to pursue a career.
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Darragh Freeman
Carton North, Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo
Tel.: 086 3315182 Email: darragh.freeman@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard and ambitious worker, willing to learn new methods and different skills. I endeavour to excel 
in everything I do and can work well individually or in a team environment. My love for agriculture 
stems from my upbringing on my family ran 80 cow dairy farm. I am a reliable and dedicated person with 
a strong work ethic and experience in all aspects of agriculture: beef, dairy, sheep, pigs and poultry. On 
my PWE I spent periods in Kiernan Milling, Dawn Meats and Rosderra Meat pig unit. I am extremely 
versatile in terms of the direction I take once I graduate. I hold a full clean driving license, my own 
transport and am willing to travel.

Shane Maher
Phone: 0858307258  Email: shanemaher121@gmail.com
I am an outgoing, open-minded, hard working individual. After spending 3 years studying Agricultural 
Science in Waterford IT, I transferred to UCD which allowed me to specialise in Animal Science - 
illustrating my determination and focus. Although I’m not from a farming background, I have gained 
a vast amount of practical experience through working for farmers in different sectors, a major food 
processor, a veterinary testing laboratory and Teagasc Moorepark. I have acquired good communication 
and organisational skills from previous part time jobs such as; working for a bloodstock agent and 
an entertainment company. I enjoy working in groups and on my own initiative. I like to embrace 
challenges and look forward to improving my skills once graduated.

Melvin Masterson
Rathnure, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford 
Phone: 087-2768084  Email: melvinmasterson@gmail.com
Hardworking, ambitious individual with a hunger for success. From a Dairy & Beef backround with 
a love for animals and an interest in Pedigree Breeding, Reproduction and Nutrition. I established 
the Boroside Belgian Blue Herd in 2010 which has been very successful over the last number of years. 
Worked as secretary of Irish Belgian Blue Cattle Society for 2016 as part of PWE. Single handedly 
organised hugely successful BBI 2016, this involved working with 8 other countries. Successful member 
of Irish Limousin YMA. I have strong communication skills, work well under pressure, and have a 
wide ranging skillset along with a sense of humour to offer the right employer. Full Drivers License.

Jodie McGeever
Oldcastle, Meelick, Swinford Co.Mayo
Email: jodie.mc-geever@ucdconnect.ie
I am a driven hardworking ambitious and reliable individual who works well under pressure. I have 
a real passion for animal breeding and I set up my own pedigree Simmental herd, which has had 
been successful in the IFJ heifer competition. Having gained invaluable experience through my PWE, 
for which I was awarded an ASA/AIB PWE Scholarship. I gained valuable experience in a large and 
expanding dairy herd (Scotland), a Pedigree sheep flock 1200 ewes (in the UK) and had the unique 
opportunity of working with NCBC and the Roslin Institute. I have a full driving licence and a 
willingness/desire to work hard and travel. 

Deirdre McGowan 
Hill Street, Mohill, Co. Leitrim
Contact: 0863330548 Email: Deirdremcgowan94@gmail.com
Hardworking, enthusiastic and focused young woman who has a keen interest in agriculture. 
I come from a pedigree beef background and I am involved in the breeding management. I have 
gained excellent knowledge and practical experience from attending both W.I.T and UCD schools 
of agriculture over the past few years. From my part time jobs in Lough Rynn Castle and Carrick On 
Shannon Pedigree Livestock Sales, I have gained excellent communication and interpersonal skills. For 
my PWE I obtained placement with the Department of Agriculture where I was involved in working 
on different trials and carrying out projects. 

Daniel McGuire
Cahercorney, Grange, Kilmallock, Co. Limerick
Contact: 087 7752966  Email: Daniel.mc-guire@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, hardworking and enthusiastic individual. I am determined to learn and succeed within 
the agricultural industry. I come from a beef and equine background and I have been interested in the 
agricultural industry from a young age. As I am specialising in Animal Science my PWE has provided 
me with extensive knowledge in the swine, dairy, beef and sheep sectors, for which I was awarded a 
Distinction grade.  I have a keen interest in the reproduction, nutrition and genetics of farm animals. 
I hold a full clean drivers licence, my own transport and am willing to travel.
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Niall Mc Loughlin
Boggaun, Manorhamilton, Co. Leitrim
Phone: 0873125605  Email: niall.mc-loughlin@ucdconnect.ie
Extremely positive, ambitious and hardworking individual with natural leadership qualities. Growing 
up surrounded by suckler and sheep farming I have used this along with my time spent on PWE 
to gain a strong level of knowledge about all areas of agriculture, as was shown when I was chosen 
as a recipient of the Colmen O’Loghlen PWE Excellence Award. My ability to work as part of a 
team is shown through my involvement UCD AgSoc (secretary) along with my local GAA club and 
Agricultural Show Committee. I have the ability to take my experiences and knowledge and apply 
them to developing a strong career in the agricultural industry.

Denise Minihane
Gortnamóna, Schull, Co. Cork.
Phone no: 085 1217292               Email: denisesminihane@gmail.com
I consider myself a hard-working, reliable, forthright and enthusiastic individual. I enjoy working as 
part of a team and am equally capable of working as an independent. My part time job has led to the 
development of excellent interpersonal skills while my PWE gave me valuable hands-on experience in 
swine, beef, sheep and dairy industries. Studying Animal Science in UCD has led to the foundation of 
genuine interest in genetics, nutrition and the role of advisors in the agricultural community. I hope to 
continue expanding my knowledge and to pursue a career in one of these areas. 

Yvonne Mullins
Cullohill village, Cullohill, Co. Laois
Phone: 0872358198   E-mail: yvonnemullins7@gmail.com
I am a firm believer that experience is the best teacher. I am no stranger to hard work and was raised 
with the attitude of finishing when the task is done, not just when the clock strikes five. I like to take 
a hands-on, practical and logical approach to challenges. I have gained valuable experience working 
with the Farmers Journal, NCBC, Hermitage Genetics and a large scale progressive US dairy. Balancing 
intense study with these numerous part time roles in the agri-food sector has equipped me with a 
good work ethic and an ability to thrive under pressure. As a motivated, competent and enthusiastic 
individual, I look forward to a career within this rewarding industry. 

Pamela Joy  Murphy
Murchús, Willow Place, Togher Village, Cork
Phone: 0857407269 Email: pamelamurphy3103@gmail.com
During my time in UCD, I gained further interest and experience in the beef, sheep and swine sectors. 
I earned a distinction for my PWE, when I worked in an A.I. technician lab with the Munster cattle 
breeding group and gained invaluable experience in animal nutrition with southern milling. Along 
with my PWE I have gained many years of practical experience and knowledge as a relief milker and 
have experience of working on various farms. In particular, animal health, behaviour and welfare have 
always been something in which I have been interested along with animal nutrition. I am a loyal, hard-
working and diligent worker and I feel that I have the right set of skills to offer any employer.

Kevin O’Connell
Kilkillahara, Loughmore, Templemore, Co. Tipperary
Email: kevin.o-connell.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, dedicated and driven individual with great teamwork and communication skills. 
My hard work and dedication can be seen from my consistently good grades and from the distinction 
I achieved in my PWE. My teamwork skills have been honed and developed from my many years 
playing both hurling and football with my local GAA team. This has helped me to work as part of a 
team and has also enhanced my communication skills. There may be challenges for the agricultural 
industry in the future but I am optimistic that through my skills, qualities and knowledge gained from 
my degree that I can help combat and overcome these challenges.

Eoghan O’Doherty
Goatstown, Dublin 14
Email: Eoghan.o-doherty@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up in the suburbs of Dublin my interest in agriculture stemmed from spending summer 
months working with family down in Tipperary.  I have worked on multiple farms all around the 
country so have been exposed to big proportion of the Irish agricultural industry. Previous employers 
have described me as having a good work ethic, good interpersonal skills with vast experience in 
consumer relations both face to face and telecommunications. I have a lot of experience working 
independently and as part of teams. 
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Maireád O’Neill 
Newmarket, Co. Cork
Email: mairead.o-neill@ucdconnect.ie 
I grew up on a small dairy farm in north Cork and I have been working on a 160 cow farm for the last four 
years, I am involved in calf rearing, milking and general work around the farm. Relief milking provides us 
with the opportunity to meet farmer and learn from their vast experience of how they complete different 
tasks. I am very eager to begin work within the agricultural sector in Ireland or abroad. My main areas of 
interest are in Reproduction and breeding, receiving the Ian Gordon Award in 2016.

Sarah Pender
Caltra, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway
Phone: 0861648528 Email: sarahjpender@gmail.com / sarah.pender@ucdconnect.ie 
From a young age I recognised my passion for animals and farming. Some of my most valuable 
experience came from my PWE in UCD in which I received a Distinction, I exploited my opportunities 
and traveled to an 800 unit Sheep farm in the UK, a 60,000 unit pig farm and a 450 unit Dairy farm in 
Germany where I was involved in a synchronized breeding programme, a genetics company, a poultry 
farm and a Beef farm. I am a Student Union representative for my year. I am a very enthusiastic, 
determined person and I love to meet new people and travel to discover new agricultural practices 
and challenges.

Orlaith Quigley
Ballyanny, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
Phone: (086) 0580132 Email: Orlaithquigley@gmail.com 
Success is no an accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of 
all love of what you are doing or learning to do. I am passionate about all areas of animal science 
including animal health, welfare, reproduction and nutrition. I have a desire to have a worthwhile 
impact on the future of the agricultural sector. This hunger has stemmed from growing up on a 
successful dairy enterprise and also undertaking a successful PWE in which I won the Agricultural 
Trust PWE Excellence Award. My goal is to implement and expand the knowledge and skill base I have 
gained in my future career.

Emer Reilly
Beaghmore, Belclare, Tuam, Co. Galway
Tel: 087-0552780 Email: emer.reilly@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, ambitious and hardworking individual that works well as a team or on my own 
initiative. Through my professional work experience I have gained valuable experience, for which I 
was awarded a Distinction, in both the advisory and research sectors with Teagasc and also in dairy, 
pig and sheep enterprises. PWE has proven my ability to embrace new challenges and work outside 
my comfort zone. I possess excellent people skills can provide a high level of customer service with 4 
years’ experience in the animal feed and farm supplies sector alongside studying for my degree. I am 
looking forward to a challenging and rewarding career within the agricultural sector.  I hold a full 
drivers licence and my own transport.

John Joe Strain
Phone: (086) 6099976  Email: johnjoe.strain@ucdconnect.ie 
Hardworking, honest and ambitious individual who does everything to the best of my ability. I strive 
for success and show an eagerness to develop new skills and knowledge. I come from a beef background 
and have gained invaluable experience in beef, sheep, dairy, pig, poultry and tillage industries, both in 
Ireland and abroad. I am determined to pursue a successful and challenging career in the Agri-Food 
industry. I have gained both practical and theoretical knowledge through my time in UCD and PWE 
and I feel this is the foundation for success. The next paragraph is a lie.

Matthew Thompson 
Tramore, Co.Waterford
Phone: 089 2142921  Email: Matthew.thompson@ucdconnect.ie
Enthusiastic, motivated and extremely hardworking. I have a strong team ethic stemming from years of 
involvement with the GAA both at parish and university level as a player and mentor. During my years 
in UCD I have developed an interest in both ruminant and non-ruminant animal production, and in 
particular the role of genetic advancement in both these sectors. I have gained invaluable experience 
during my PWE where I worked in the beef, sheep, swine and dairy sectors. Working on a dairy farm 
in Holland gave me an insight into the dairy sector outside of Ireland in continental Europe. I found 
adapting to a different language and culture to be an enjoyable learning experience. 
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Rebecca Tierney
Phone: 0873120913 Email: rebecca.tierney@ucdconnect.ie  
I am a hard working, ambitious individual who thrives on a challenge. I am always willing to learn 
new skills. I am aware of my own capabilities however I know my limitations also. I come from a 
small suckler background where I have regular hands on experience. I received a distinction for my 
placement; where I gained invaluable experience. My keen interests lie within animal nutrition and 
health; I have gained experience in this area through Kiernan Animal Health and Kiernan Milling. I 
hold a full clean driving license and am willing to travel. 

Niamh Tobin
Monalour, Lismore, Co.Waterford
Phone: 087 9194767 Email: niamh_tobin@live.ie
Growing up on a dairy farm is where my passion for agriculture arose. I am an honest, reliable 
and hardworking individual with an ambition to succeed. I gained valuable knowledge of all 
agricultural enterprises while on my PWE both in the UK and Ireland and was part of trials in 
Moorepark and Clonakility. I work well as part of a team but also able to work on my own initiative. 
I hold a full clean drivers licence and have a keen interest to travel. I am a quick learner and I look 
forward to a rewarding career in this challenging and rapidly changing sector.

Eilish Tully
Mullaghboy, Tullyvin, Cootehill, Co. Cavan.      
Email: eilish.tully@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking and responsible person who maintains a professional manner in the 
workplace. A good team player who enjoys working with & learning from others. I can work on 
my own and use my own initiative. I have an appetite for knowledge and I enjoy learning new 
skills. I have spent several years working in positions that required interaction with the general 
public; and industry colleagues during my PWE. I have developed many key skills such as the 
ability to listen and to find common ground in any situation.  I am organised and conscientious 
about my work, and accustomed to working in highly pressurised situations. 

Niall Walsh
Rausakeera, Kilmaine, Co. Mayo.
Tel: 0877443602  Email: niall.walsh.4@ucdconnect.ie
From a young age my interest in the agriculture has pushed me to pursue a career in this 
sector. On receiving an Ordinary bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Science from the Waterford 
Institute of Technology, I choose to further my studies with an Honours Bachelor’s Degree in 
Animal Science. I have had a lifelong passion for animals, growing up on a Suckler, Beef, sheep 
and equine farm. My heavy involvement in extracurricular activities while my time in third level 
education has also allowed me ample opportunities to work well within and to lead groups both in 
volunteering and the working rolls. I am eager to expand my education within the agri-world 
through travel and future training.

Rachel White
Kilnahone, Ballygarvan, Co.Cork. 
Phone: 087-0683908 Email: rachel.white@ucdconnect.ie
A self-motivated and driven individual with high achievement across academics, work 
experience, society involvement and recreational activities. As this year’s Careers Chairperson for the 
Agricultural Society I’ve gained exceptional leadership, organisational and communication skills. 
My background in the Irish Agricultural Industry was enhanced by PWE with Southern Milling 
and Eurogene and on progressive Irish farms. The Dairy Industry is my main focus, which I 
concentrated on during my study abroad in Ivy League Cornell University. Studying under and 
working on research with some of the world’s top dairy minds was an invaluable introduction to 
the US dairy industry. Feedback from employers and academics identifies me as a hardworking, 
enthusiastic and capable young woman.
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Katie Black
Firmount, Clane, Co. Kildare
Phone: 085-2096800 Email: katie.black@ucdconnect.ie
My interest lies in the science side of the equine industry. I look to improve our knowledge of how of 
the horse works as an athlete, and what we can do to extract the best results from every animal with 
my main focuses being nutrition and exercise physiology. I am a diligent and enthusiastic learner 
and worker, with experience working on my own and as part of a team. I completed my Professional 
Work Experience in the Irish Equine Centre in Johnstown, Kildare, giving me hands on laboratory 
experience and expanding my knowledge of equine associated microbiology, virology and nutrition. I 
have riding experience with eventers, show-jumpers and National Hunt Thoroughbreds, and handling 
experience of young warm and hot bloods.

Niamh Brennan
Wolfhill, Co. Laois
Phone: 0851292350     Email: Niamh.brennan.2@ucdconnect.ie
I am a reliable, hardworking and enthusiastic individual with a keen interest in the agricultural 
and equine sector. I come from a farming background which encouraged me to pursue a career in 
agriculture. My time in UCD has provided me with an in-depth understanding of the industry. I 
gained invaluable experience on PWE at Moyglare Stud in which I obtained a distinction. It furthered 
my knowledge in the thoroughbred sector which is a career path that I am interested in. I hold a full 
driving licence and I am willing to travel to develop my career.

Lauren Cushe 
Gorey, Co. Wexford
Tel: 0876708144   Email: laurencushe@live.ie
I am an ambitious and diligent Animal Science – Equine student with extreme passion for everything 
equine related. I have experience in several aspects of the equine world including the thoroughbred 
breeding industry and working as a show jumping groom. I carried out my PWE in Ballylinch Stud in 
Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny and the experience I received there was invaluable. I received a Distinction 
for my PWE placement. As part of a module undertaken as part of my degree I had an article “What bit 
works best?” published in The Irish Field on the 29th January 2016. I hold a full, clean driving license 
and I am willing to travel.

Leanne Fitzgerald
Gorey, Co. Wexford 
Phone: 0877637234  Email: leanne.fitzgerald@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard working, highly motivated individual who works well under pressure, both as part of a 
team or by myself. I have been involved in the industry from a young age and have gained invaluable 
experience over the years.  I have extensive knowledge in training and breaking and for the past 
number of years have concentrated on eventing. I am a very competent rider and groom, each summer 
training with top riders in the industry such as William Fox Pitt. I also hold a full, clean drivers license.

Sarah Gelletlie 
Blainroe Upper, Co. Wicklow 
Phone: 0851304581  Email: sarahgelletlie@ucdconnect.ie
I consider myself a driven, enthusiastic person with excellent communication skills and work ethic. I 
grew up around horses and have lots of experience working with them across all disciplines. I received 
a distinction for my work placement, which I carried out in the RDS Equestrian office in preparation 
for the Dublin Horse Show. I gained invaluable experience, where I developed my time-management, 
team work and organizational skills, whilst working under pressure and meeting deadlines. I am keen 
to develop a career in the growing equine industry, while pursuing my passion for animal nutrition.

Animal Science – Equine
This programme is designed to equip you with knowledge and skills necessary to provide professional leadership 
and technical support for the dynamic equine industry. The programme offers modules that focus on applied 
sciences that underpin animal and veterinary biosciences, with a particular emphasis on the horse. 
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Richard Hindley 
Ballydavid, Mullinahone, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 085 212 7562 Email: Richard.hindley@ucdconnect.ie
Upon re-entering education in 2012 to alter my career path, I already possessed several years’ experience 
in marketing, team & project management, customer service and sales. I sought this change to allow 
me to pursue areas for which I have a passion. Originally from an equine background I have a high 
level of knowledge in that area which I have expanded into other areas of agriculture during my time 
at UCD. I hope to pursue a career in Animal health & feed, farm advisory services or agricultural 
research and development. 

Eve Kerr
Bishophill, Ballymore Eustace, Co. Kildare
Phone: 087-4174391 Email: eve.kerr@ucdconect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, motivated, and creative worker with a passion for all things equine. I have worked 
with horses all of my life and have experience in multiple sectors including showing, hunting, show-
jumping and breeding. I am dedicated to continually improving my knowledge and expertise with 
regards to horses and the equine industry. I recently spent five months working in the USA and gained 
a huge insight into the show-jumping industry over there as well as developing my horsemanship 
skills. I am dedicated to developing a career in the dynamic equine industry, whether in Ireland or 
abroad. 

Beibhin Lloyd Keogh
3 Foxpark, Finnstown Abbey, Lucan, Dublin
Phone: 0871219235 Email: Beibhin.lloyd-keogh@ucdconnect.ie
I consider myself to be hardworking, ambitious and fast learning. Having always had a passion for 
science and horses, I felt that the Animal Science – Equine programme was the obvious choice for me. 
I completed a five-month placement with Coolmore America in Kentucky last year, working alone and 
in teams, and gaining valuable industry experience. I am passionate about the environment, animals 
and business, having had work experience in all three sectors since the age of sixteen. As well as this, I 
have a love for travel, learning and improving my skill set as much as I can. 

Deirdre McCarthy
Windy Ridge, Churchtown South, Cloyne, Co. Cork
Phone: 0862538718  Email: deirdre.mc-carthy.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, driven, trustworthy and honest individual capable of working well individually 
and as part of a team. I have a background in Irish Sport Horses and have furthered my knowledge and 
interest in the Thoroughbred industry having completed my PWE at Paca Paca stud farm in Japan, for 
which I achieved a distinction. This provided me with invaluable experience in foaling and sales prep 
of foal and yearlings, and gave me the opportunityto experience a different culture. I am eager to travel 
and have a keen interest in all aspects of the equine industry as well as the wider agricultural industry.

Eoin McGivern
Rathrea, Ballina, Co. Mayo
Phone no: 086 123623  Email: eoin.mc-givern@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a hardworking, diligent and goal orientated individual who is comfortable working independently 
and as part of a group. My PWE with Darley has led to the culmination of valuable skills such as 
excellent communication and organisational skills. Through my years studying Animal science – 
Equine at UCD I have developed a genuine interest in both the equine industry as well as a keen 
interest in all areas of Irish agriculture. I hope to pursue a career in the areas I have a genuine interest 
in, which include equine genetics, nutrition, reproduction and the agricultural consultancy sector.

Christiane O’Brien
3 Hillcourt, 30 Highfield Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6 
Phone: 0851614811               Email: thoniel9@yahoo.de
My passion for science and the equine industry combines with a strong academic record and six years 
of experience working in sales, customer care and staffing. Seven months at Europe’s largest stud for 
Haflinger horses (Germany) and volunteering at Irish equine research projects contributed valuable 
data management, reporting and laboratory skills. I was awarded the UCD ‘Certificate of Excellence’ 
for my PWE, during which I handled blood and serum samples, tested for hormone values, attended 
scientific meetings and researched new blood collection technologies. I took Applied Biotechnology 
and Veterinary Pharmacology as electives, am fluent in German and can be flexibly employed.
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Eleanor Owens 
The Oaks, Eadestown, Naas, Co. Kildare
Phone: 085 1518887 Email: eleanor.owens@gmail.com
After completing PWE (and achieving a distinction) in Texas at a Western Show yard, Dry River 
Ranch, I have proven to be capable of working on my own and as part of a team, as well as thriving 
under high-pressure situations. I am a confident, enthusiastic and incredibly hard working individual. 
My experience working in Thoroughbred studs, riding schools, show yards and assisting in semen 
collection and artificial insemination has giving me a broader understanding of the equine industry. I 
have an interest in all aspects of this industry, with my main interests lying in breeding. I have a clean, 
full driving license and a willingness to travel. I would be an asset to any organisation. 

Cassandra Tully 
Kilbeg, Williamstown, Co. Galway
Phone: 087-3882088  Email: cassandra.tully@ucdconnect.ie
A focused, diligent, positive individual with a strong passion for the international Thoroughbred and 
racing industries. I stem from an equine background and completed my PWE in Coolmore Stud and 
Primus Advertising & Marketing Ltd. Receiving a well rounded experience of the breeding season, 
preparation of yearlings for training, marketing and promotion of commercial stock and having sales 
experience with The Castlebridge Consignment; I am pursuing a career within the bloodstock and 
racing industry and aspire to join an ambitious and expanding team in sales and marketing. I am eager 
to travel, open to new challenges and wish to gain as much international experience as possible.

Heather Van Den Berg 
06 The Rock, West End, Castletownbere, Co. Cork
Phone: 087-2946986  Email: heatherlvandenberg@gmail.com  
I am a hard-working, dedicated and passionate individual in any line of work. My previous employment 
has enabled me to improve my interpersonal and communication skills, while my Professional Work 
Experience allowed me to gain hands-on experience in the areas of foaling, sales preparation, the 
handling of young stock and working as a part of a team. My PWE at Paca Paca Farm in Japan along 
with studying at UCD has given me a thirst for knowledge in the Thoroughbred Industry, particularly 
in the areas of reproduction and breeding management.

Food Science
This specialist programme is designed to build skills and knowledge for a career in one of the most important 
and exciting sectors of the economy. It combines the theoretical and practical aspects of food science with special 
modules in agriculture, food biochemistry and the major food groups (dairy, meat, etc). 

Lucy Bowler
Bessmount, Enniscorthy, Co Wexford
Phone: 0874167594  Email: lucy.bowler@ucdconnect.ie
My passion for food and my keen interest in science led me to pursue a degree in Food Science. I 
come from a farming background, which I believe has given me a good understanding of the food/
agricultural industry as a whole. I was chosen on behalf of UCD to study abroad in the University of 
Illinois. I completed my PWE with the National Dairy Council, where I gained invaluable experience 
in the areas of food marketing and dairy nutrition. I am eager to gain further experience in the food 
industry on both a domestic and global scale. I work well as part of a team but I’m equally able to work 
on my own initiative. 

Aoife Brennan
Cloonymeenaghan, Riverstown, Co. Sligo
Phone: 086-3300673 Email: aoife.brennan.2@ucdconnect.ie
A self-motivated and hard-working individual with excellent interpersonal and communication 
skills cultured from a strong sporting background. I am an enthusiastic team player, working equally 
as confident on my own initiative. A result of maintaining part-time work throughout my degree, 
allowed me to develop a strong work ethic with an ability to utilise time efficiently and prioritise tasks. 
My ability to thrive under pressure, adapt quickly and work effectively in versatile environments was 
of great benefit during my PWE with a small start-up company Murryhill Foods, which gave me the 
opportunity to experience all areas of their business. I gained an excellent insight into the innovative 
and dynamic food business industry, which I would be interested to pursue further.
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Ronan Carr
Rathmines, Dublin
Phone: 0868411342 Email: ronan.carr@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, enthusiastic and reliable individual. I really enjoy my course and I have always 
had an interest in healthy eating and high quality food. I have always been involved in sports teams 
and group projects in college and I feel I work well in a team. I successfully completed my professional 
work experience with Le Gourmet Wholefoods which lasted about 4 months. I feel like I gained much 
experience here as I was given an insight into what it was like to work in the food industry and I really 
enjoyed working there and interacting with my colleagues. 

Darragh Church 
2 Sorrell Hall, Ticknock Hill, Sandyford, Dublin 18 
Contact: 083 1680 187 Email: darragh.church@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious and versatile person with a huge interest in human nutrition, food and the sports 
nutrition industry. I have gained invaluable experience over the years working under some of the 
country’s most respected nutritionists and sports scientists as well as holding a business development 
roll with a high profile Irish sports nutrition company throughout my period studying Food Science. 
This work has given me a chance to travel and see the inner workings of the sports nutrition business 
and raw ingredients trade. Now entering my last term in Food Science I am looking forward to 
pursuing a career in the nutrition and food sector.

Jacqueline Conway
Castlerickard, Longwood, Co. Meath
Phone: 085-1550744 Email: Jacqueline.conway@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, enthusiastic, motivated individual with a strong work ethic and an eagerness 
to learn and develop my skills. I work efficiently on my own and as part of a team. I am a self-starter 
who is equally comfortable working under guidance as working on my own initiative. I successfully 
completed my PWE experience in the DAFM Dairy Science Laboratory in Backweston. I hold a full 
driving licence and I look forward to developing my skills within the Food Industry.

Alanna Doyle
Castleknock, Dublin 15
Phone: 0852888298    Email: alannajdoyle@outlook.com
I am a driven, enthusiastic and motivated individual with a passion for food. I completed my PWE 
in Kepak Meat division, in which I received a distinction, where I have had a number of roles but 
primarily as a Quality Assurer as part of the technical team. During this time I carried out a wide 
variety of tasks such as internal auditing, traceability reports and product checks. I am a flexible 
individual and worked in many sectors within the food industry, roles varying from quality assurance 
to human resources administrator.  After my PWE I was asked back by Kepak to work part time. I 
work well individually and as part of a team and always strive to meet and exceed expectations.

Anna Ferguson
Rathfarnham, Dublin 14
Phone: 0851209123  E-mail: anna.ferguson@ucdconnect.ie
A hard-working, creative, dependable and ambitious individua. I was selected to study abroad in 
Michigan State University on behalf of UCD, which gave me a great insight into the food industry 
internationally. Following my semester abroad I was also awarded HACCP certification. My ability to 
thrive under pressure, adapt quickly and work effectively in versatile environments was of great benefit 
during my PWE with Valeo Foods. I achieved a distinction and gained valuable knowledge of food 
production, QA, auditing, purchasing and NPD. I also gained practical experience by working in the 
Quality Assurance Laboratory in Odlums, Portarlington. It is my intention to expand my knowledge 
of the food industry further by doing a postgraduate in food business. 

Maeve Flood   
Fernslock, Kilcock, Co. Kildare  
Mobile: 085-8224260     Email: maeve.flood@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, motivated and hard working person with a passion for food and the food industry. I 
have experience in Food Research in Teagasc, as part of my PWE, as well as experience in an industrial 
setting with Aryzta Bakeries in Quality Control. During my time spent in both facilities I was able to 
face new challenges confidently, applying the skills and knowledge I gained in college into practical 
use along with learning many new skills. My study abroad at one of the world’s leading Food Science 
programmes at University of California, Davis, proved that I am capable of adapting and working in 
unfamiliar settings while the experience benefited me with new cultural and academic experiences.



UCD 2017

29

Food Science

Tara Flood
Sutton, Dublin
Phone: 0863033004 Email: tara-flood@hotmail.com
Food Science and nutrition have been an interest of mine from a young age. My four years studying in 
UCD and my professional work experience at Baileys Irish Liquor has furthered my interest and given 
me the determination to pursue a career in the food industry. From individual and group project work 
I have gained skills in communication, teamwork and data analytical abilities. During my years here in 
UCD I have competed with UCD Sailing at varsity, regional and international level. Being part of a big 
sports club has given me great interpersonal skills and leadership opportunities. I am ambitious, hard 
working and versatile and look forward to my future within the food industry.

Karina Gannon
Tullyleague, Carrick-On-Shannon, Co. Roscommon
Phone: 086 6644801 Email: karina.gannon@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, organised individual with a strong work ethic and high attention to detail. 
I have excellent communication and leadership skills developed through volunteering in developing 
countries and a semester spent studying abroad. I completed my PWE with Rosie and Jim Gourmet 
Chicken Products, Dublin 12.  I gained hands-on experience in the areas of NPD and Quality 
Assurance. Coming from a food background I have invaluable insight into the industry and am 
extremely motivated to build a career in the exciting and expanding food science sector.

Gregory Healy 
Thurles, Co.Tipperary 
Phone: 0860765632 Email: gregory.healy@ucdconnect.ie
As a final year student studying Food Science I feel fully equipped to take on any challenges set to 
me in the food industry. During my five month placement in Dew Valley Meats I gained valuable 
experience in the quality department and learned what it took to work as part of a team in the work 
place. I have developed strong leadership skills having spent time on the committee of the UCD Canoe 
Club throughout my time in UCD. I am a diligent, hardworking person with good time management 
skills which can be seen through my commitment to academic and sporting achievements. 

Emer Hughes
Clonhaston, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford.
Phone: 086 258 6115  Email: emer.hughes@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated and a hard working individual, with a strong interest in science, nutrition 
and food safety. I enjoy working as part of a team and I excel in a fast paced environment. I completed 
my 26-week PWE with Glanbia Ingredients Ireland in Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny. There, I worked 
as a member of their microbiology team as a Quality Control lab technician. On completing my 
professional work experience in this environment, I gained valuable laboratory skills and techniques as 
I was carrying out a wide range of microbiology tests on a milk powders, butters and cheese and gained 
great insight into the dairy industry. The time I spent in the microbiology department reinforced my 
interest in food safety and risk analysis and my aim is to pursue a career in this area. 

Rebecca Kelly
Marlton Road, Co. Wicklow
Phone Number 086 313 9696 Email rebecca.kelly.1@ucdconnect.ie
My studies at UCD and active involvement in the peer leader and peer mentoring programme have 
greatly enhanced my communication skills and given me confident leadership and management 
skills. Both PWE and part time work in the retail and the food industry sectors have allowed me the 
opportunity to gain extensive work experience. I am an ambitious, innovative person, with excellent 
problem solving skills and a passion for new and creative initiatives. Food is my passion and armed 
with the knowledge I have gained at UCD I am excited to excel in my future career in the food industry. 

Ciaran Leavy
Ballinteer, Dublin 16
Phone: 0872179571 Email: ciaran.leavy@ucdconnect.ie
Next year I hope to do a master degree in biotechnology in Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. I’m a driven and determined person. I have a real passion for science and in the food industry 
and I’ve always wanted to become a food scientist. One of the biggest parts of my degree was the 20 
weeks work placement which I completed at La Rousse Foods in Ballyfermot, which was an excellent 
way to learn about the inner workings of the food industry. I’m an adaptable and flexible person and 
with the ever evolving food industry, I think I’m capable of adjusting to any situation or position.
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Jennifer Lee Claffey
Tel: +353873165236 Email: jennifer.lee-claffey@ucdconnect.ie
Hard-working, success-driven team player with interests across a magnitude of food science related 
roles, particularly research and development and safety assurance. The experiences and education 
I have received from both UCD and Cornell University have allowed me to develop and enhance 
my skills as a food scientist. I have obtained the General HACCP certification, SQF implementation 
certification and GMP certification at Cornell University, New York. My areas of research have been in 
the use PEF (Pulsed electric field) treatment as an alternative to heat treatment during processing and 
on the effects of taste and texture preception of radiation and chemotherapy patients. 

Saoirse Lynch
Raheny, Dublin 5
087 205 7937 saoirse.lynch.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am a very motivated, hard-working and honest individual. Throughout the 4 years of this course I 
have had part time jobs in J.W. Smyth Family Butchers and Thunders Bakery Ltd. which furthered my 
interest and passion for food. I spent 24 weeks working alongside the technical/quality team in Aryzta 
Food Solutions for my professional work experience. Here, I was able to apply the knowledge I was 
thought in lectures, learn more about food products and the food industry and develop new skills. I 
was given the opportunity to learn about the food industry from a different perspective when I spent 
a semester studying abroad in Michigan State University which helped to broaden my knowledge and 
heighten my interest in food. 

Emma Lyons
Portumna Co. Galway
Phone: 086 2006503  Email: emma.lyons.2@ucdconnect.ie
I am hardworking, enthusiatic and highly ambitious with a real passion in food and nutrition. I 
completed work experience in a food industry for 5 months last year and continued to work weekends 
until Christmas. During my time there, I gained a broad knowledge in QC and NPD. It also aided with 
my understanding of the dynamic food industry and improved my communation skills. My leadership 
and team work skills improved immensely through various group projects thoughout my time in UCD. 
I look forward to developing these skills and gaining more experience in this ever growing sector. 

Jack Markey
Phone: 087 2862052  Email: jack.markey@ucdconnect.ie
As a Food Science student, I have gained lots of skills and experience which will help me to excel when 
faced with a challenge in the workplace. As part of my course I have completed a work placement 
which has given me a broad range of experience working in both new product development and quality 
control areas of a food business. I believe in my ability to meet high standards in the workplace both as 
an individual or in a team environment having completed a lot of group and individual projects during 
my time in UCD. I am also currently working on a final year project researching the age deterioration 
of whey protein powders. I am an eager learner and a good problem solver who would be a good 
addition to any organisation.

Caitriona McAleese
Stocking lane, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16
Phone: 0892580460 Email: caitriona.mc-aleese@ucdconnect.ie
I spent 5 months in Glanbia Ingredients Ireland where I gained extensive lab experience as I was based 
in the microbiology lab of the plant for the summer. Come August, I intend to complete a master 
degree in brewing and distilling based in Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh, Scotland, which is 
home to the International Centre for brewing and distilling. With this course I aim on furthering my 
knowledge in biochemistry and microbiology and developing skills in the field of fermentation.

Edel McEvoy
Coolnacarte, Mountrath, Co. Laois      
Phone: 0851623987  Email: edel.mc-evoy@ucdconnect.ie
As a UCD Entrance Scholar I have consistently maintained a high record of academic performance 
across all areas of Food Science over the past four years. I was awarded a distinction for professional 
work experience carried out within the Rapid Alert Team in the Risk Management and Regulatory 
Affairs division of the FSAI. This placement was extremely rewarding and provided me with a broad 
understanding of European and Irish food regulation and the Irish food industry. With this experience 
I believe I have developed a range of communication and team work skills which will be invaluable in 
my future career in the food industry.
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Eva McHugh 
Leopardstown Heights, Dublin 18. 
Phone: 087-2411422  Email: evamchugh1@gmail.com 
I am a hardworking and highly ambitious individual, with excellent communication and teamwork 
skills. I carried out six months PWE in Dawn Farm Foods, where I was a member of the quality 
assurance team. I am a recipient of the Colman O’Loghlen award for Excellence in PWE. I also 
have a keen interest in the area product development which has been boosted by being a member 
of the winning team of Dragons Den within Dawn Farm Foods, as well as placing first in a product 
development module in stage 3 of our degree. In the future I look forward to putting the knowledge 
and experience I have gained throughout my degree into my prospective career.

Grace McNally
Drogheda, Co. Louth
Phone: 0851207224  Email: grace.mc-nally.1@ucdconnect.ie
During my Professional Work Experience with Boyne Valley Foods Drogheda, I gained an invaluable 
insight into working in the areas of Quality Assurance, New Product Development and Food 
Production. I was the recipient of a distinction in PWE as well as achieving a Certificate of Excellence 
for PWE by the UCD School of Agriculture and Food Science. I am extremely hard working, ambitious 
and driven. Having a passion for travel, I spent a semester abroad in the University of California, Davis 
and am willing to travel for work. I aspire to develop my career with a successful global food company. 

Harry McNulty
Sandford Road, Ranelagh, Dublin 6, Ireland
Phone: 0857811966 Email: Harry.mcnulty@gmail.com
As a student athlete who has represented Ireland internationally in Rugby Sevens, I believe that I have the 
work ethic, determination, people skills and mind-set to succeed. Coming from an ex-pat upbringing 
in Bahrain and New York, as well as studying abroad at the University of Queensland, Brisbane, I 
embrace diversity and change. I’m a fast learner that is always searching for ways to improve. Studying 
has exposed me to all aspects of the food industry with Product development gaining my interest the 
most. During PWE I worked at a start up company, Gourmet Fuel, in every area, from health & safety, 
logistics, to food preparation and packaging. I also have experience with brands such as Guinness and 
Irish Distillers Limited. I am seeking opportunities to work either in Ireland or abroad.

Joanne Mulligan
Newtown, Enfield, Co. Meath.
Phone: 0857359889 Email: joannemulligan11@gmail.com
A highly driven, ambitious, motivated individual. I successfully completed my PWE placement in 
Dawn Farm Foods working as a Quality Assurance intern, in which I gained both knowledge and 
understanding in relation to food safety and the delivery of consistent high quality food. I also have 
further work experience in Kerry Group as part of the Regulatory team. I am eager to pursue a career 
in the food industry in preferred areas of Quality Assurance and New Product Development/Research 
and Development.  

Danielle O’Leary
Watergrasshill, Co. Cork
Phone: 0879480999 Email: dannioleary@hotmail.com
As a self-motivated and diligent individual, I strive to reach my full potential in each task that I 
undertake.  I pride myself on my ability to work as part of a team and as an individual as I was awarded a 
distinction on the completion of my professional work experience in a Cork based company, Nutribio.  
I am an extremely ambitious and driven individual and believe that I have many skills to offer to the 
fast evolving food industry.  Through my time as an undergraduate at UCD I have become extremely 
efficient in my work ethic and time utilisation.  

Elaine Pace
Hanover Quay, Dublin 2
Mob: 0872926717 Email: pace.elaine@gmail.com
My keen interest for food science has always been evident in my academic performance and this 
resulted in my being awarded academic scholarships two years in a row. Having previously worked in 
leadership roles in the igaming industry, I am also equipped with valuable organisational, problem-
solving and administrative skills. I completed my PWE at Valeo Foods. There, I worked as part of 
the NPD team and gained invaluable experience in the areas of product development and product 
manufacture. I am seeking a challenging role in the Food Sector which would give me the opportunity 
to apply and further my knowledge, and to make valuable contributions to the industry.
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Niamh Plunkett
Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Phone: 087 6945327  Email: niamh.plunkett@ucdconnect.ie
I am an out-going and enthusiastic individual. With good communication and inter-personal skills, I 
am a strong team player. I have good self-motivation allowing me to work well off my own initiative. 
I have an ambition to work for a leading food business and, having completed my PWE with Kerry 
Group I feel that I have obtained many great strengths and skills which will further enhance the 
opportunity of obtaining such employment. I look forward to applying my knowledge of food science 
and gaining a lot more experience within the food industry. 

Jill Power
Carballymore, Dunmore East, Co. Waterford
Phone: 0862581593 Email: jill.power@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, self motivated student.  I enjoy working as an individual but I can also work as a 
team as I can adapt to different working conditions easily. I have always had a keen interest in science 
and, coming from a farming background, food and health was always a passion of mine. This was what 
lead me to choose Food Science. I carried out a 5 month work placement in Tendermeats Ltd., where 
I had a role in the quality control department. I also had some insight into product development and 
health and safety during my time there.

Jessica Prendergast
Terenure, Co. Dublin
Phone: 086 3357959 Email: jessica.prendergast@ucdconnect.ie
My career aspirations are to work in new product development and food innovation. I have acquired 
experience in these areas through my degree, completing an internship within the Food Industry 
Development Department of Teagasc and an internship carried out as part of my undergraduate 
research project - developing a new product on behalf of a successful ready to eat Irish food producer. 
I would like to expand the knowledge and practical experience that I have gained so far in my future 
professional employment. I aim to bring innovative ideas supported by practical strategies and an 
energetic enthusiasm.

Neill Prout
Mount Merrion, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Phone: 0863919236 Email: nprout@treesroad.com
As an ambitious and self-driven character with a passion for food, I believe everything I’ve learnt from 
studying Food Science has given me plenty of opportunities to further myself and my future career. The 
chance to study abroad at University of Illinois, USA provided a fresh challenge in which to operate 
outside my comfort zone and proved hugely rewarding. Having also completed my PWE placement 
abroad with the multinational food flavourings company Sensient Flavours I feel well equipped to 
continue learning and improving my skills set whether it be at home or abroad. My main areas of 
interest include NPD and R&D however, with the food industry being such an uncertain market at this 
time, I hope to further my education of the business side of this industry in a postgraduate capacity.   

Samuel Rapisarda
Smithfield, Dublin 7
Phone: 0899641819  Email: samuele.rapisarda@ucdconnect.ie
I was born and raised in Sicily, Italy. My family has always been involved with food, professionally and 
passionately. From a young age I learned that great ingredients make great food. I am also very passionate 
about Science; in secondary school, I took part in the Italian National Chemistry Games several times. 
Food Science was a great way for me to combine my two passions. The Product Development module 
helped me cultivate my pragmatic skills, my PWE helped me develop my organisational skills, and in 
my Fourth Year Project, I was able to combine this knowledge with essential practical experience. I 
hope to be able to approach my professional life with the same enthusiasm and enjoyment .

Rachel Shannon
Kiltycahill, Hazelwood, Co. Sligo  
Mobile: 0870685608 Email: rachelrose4195@gmail.com
A keen interest in food and nutrition led me to pursue a Food Science Degree.  Experience to date 
includes placement in an INAB accredited food safety laboratory at Teagasc Food Research Centre, for 
which I was awarded a distinction grade.  Here I demonstrated my time-management, initiative and 
interpersonal skills as I worked to strict deadlines, independently carrying out analyses while liaising 
with various personnel.  My self-motivation is evident in my choice to undertake a Final Year Research 
Project.  I believe I possess the skills and adaptability to succeed in the ever-evolving Food & Beverage 
Industry, and look forward to furthering my experience in this area.



Human Nutrition
The Human Nutrition programme is designed to give graduating students a holistic understanding of human 
nutrition, underpinned by a strong scientific background. Students undertake studies in all aspects of nutrition 
from nutritional biochemistry to food regulation. Through the coursework and professional work experience this 
course combines the scientific and practical aspects of nutrition to ensure graduating students are equipped and 
experienced to work effectively in this field.

Emer Brady
Stillorgan, Co. Dublin 
Phone: 0877762089 Email: emer.brady@ucdconnect.ie
I am a positive, friendly, and ambitious individual, interested in health promotion or the food industry. 
Last year, I completed a 10 month placement with the HSE in the Community Nutrition and Dietetics 
Departments, where I taught and attended healthy eating classes, shadowed dietitians and conducted 
a research project. During this, I greatly improved my public speaking skills, and learnt the invaluable 
skill of communicating scientific information to the general public. I have also pursued my interest in 
languages throughout college, taking modules in French, Spanish and Italian. Hold a full clean drivers 
licence, and would love the opportunity to travel as part of my future career.

Michaela Carrick
Blackrock, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0861293830 Email: Michaela.carrick@ucdconnect.ie
Determined and ambitious individual with a passion for health, nutrition and fitness. Completed 
10-month professional work experience in the University of California Davis Foods for Health
Institute. Awarded a distinction for my involvement in the IMPRINT study, investigating the effect
of probiotics on the health of newborn infants. Extensive knowledge in dietary supplementation and
herbal remedies from experience working in a health store part-time throughout college. Currently
writing my final year project on the effect of personalised nutritional advice on supplement use in
Europe. Traveling to Kiziisi hospital in Uganda with UCD Volunteers Overseas to work on healthcare
and nutrition projects.

Rachel Cooke
Blackrock, Co. Dublin
Phone: 087-6463061 Email: rachel.cooke@ucdconnect.ie
I have a positive attitude and strong work ethic, as well as experience working abroad with a research 
team in UCDavis, where I wrote a literature review on the effects of foods on the function of 
lipoproteins. I was involved in all aspects of the research project here, from lab work to subject visits. 
I volunteered while at UCDavis, helping to run nutrition initiatives in the local community. Closer to 
home, at the School of Public Health UCD, I worked on data analysis for the “Lifeways” project. I am 
currently beginning volunteer work as a nutritionist for the Irish Wheelchair basketball team and I 
have worked a supervisor role in O’Briens wines for the past 3 years.
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Rachel Swan
Arklow, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 0851601529
Email: Rachel.swan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a diligent worker who strives to do my best in everything I do. During my professional work 
experience with The Happy Pear I gained valuable experience in the food industry in a variety of areas 
including product development and production. I work best as part of a team but I am also competent 
to work alone. I look forward to a diverse and exciting career in the food industry. I am also willing 
to travel.
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Jennifer Coyle
Email: jennifer.coyle@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, hardworking, enthusiastic individual who adapts well to any working 
environment. I undertook a 10 month work placement in the US Department of Agriculture Western 
Human Nutrition Research Centre in Davis, California. I gained practical experience working as a 
research assistant within an intervention trial to devise new dietary guidelines for the USA. I was 
awarded a distinction for my placement work. As a leading member of the UCD Nutrition Society, I 
have gained valuable experience securing funding from SPARC, marketing and promotion, managing 
social media accounts, and in organising campaigns such as UCD’s Healthy Eating Week. 

Ciara Croke
Email: ciara.croke@ucdconnect.ie
Nutrition has been my passion long before I had the opportunity to expand my knowledge attending 
my nutrition course in UCD. I had the opportunity to spend my third working at the USDA Western 
Human Nutrition Research Centre in California under the supervision of Dr. Charles Stephenson. 
Whilst there I was involved in a large cross sectional phenotyping study working very closely with the 
participants whilst also gaining invaluable laboratory experience. This exciting opportunity further 
enhanced my ambition to develop a career in the area of health and nutrition. I am enthusiastic, 
hardworking, adaptable and committed. I look forward to the challenges in what is a very exciting 
and developing industry. 

Eimear Daly
Dungarvan, Co. Waterford 
Phone: 087-6986855 Email: eimear.daly@ucdconnect.ie 
My passion for nutrition lies in both its application in disease prevention and treatment and public 
health. I completed 10 months’ professional work experience in Children’s University Hospital 
Temple Street, where I vastly improved my organisation, presentation and time-keeping skills, as well 
as my ability to communicate effectively and work as part of a team. I am currently volunteering as a 
research assistant on a large intervention study, where I hope to further improve these skills. Working 
with the public is an important aspect of my future career and I am willing to travel.

Orla Donnelly
Kilkenny
Phone: 087 6769368 Email: orladonnelly@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, reliable and hardworking individual with a strong desire to succeed. I work well on 
my own and as part of a team. Undertook 10-month Professional Work Experience in Trinity College 
Dublin where I thoroughly enjoyed my role as a research assistant. I gained insight into the world of 
research and data analysis. Through my final year project I am further enhancing my SPSS, Excel and 
data handling skills. Ready to embrace new challenges and work with people. I am keen to develop 
new skills, thrive off new challenges and willing to travel for work.

Róisín Drayne
Donaghmore, Co. Tyrone
Email: Roisin.drayne@ucdconnnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, hard-working, and determined individual, with a passion for nutrition and a keen 
interest in all areas relating to health and wellbeing. Awarded a distinction for 10-month placement 
at the University of East Anglia where I worked as a research assistant within a dietary intervention 
trial, looking at the effects of anthocyanins on cardiometabolic health and insulin resistance. During 
placement, teamwork, problem-solving, and communication skills were developed. Eagar to learn 
more in the areas of dietetics and public health nutrition. I have a full, clean driver’s licence and 
would welcome the opportunity to travel in my career.

Eimear Duffy
Knocklyon, Dublin 16
Phone: 0870649780 Email: eimear.duffy.2@ucdconnect.ie
I am an enthusiastic, highly motivated and hard-working individual with excellent communication 
and interpersonal skills. My main interests lie in the area of nutrition and disease prevention, as well 
as sports nutrition. I spent my 10-month work placement in Newcastle University, where I conducted 
a comparison study comparing online dietary recalls to interviewer-led recalls. I possess leadership 
qualities from my time spent as an Irish music teacher, and work well as part of a team attributed to 
my love of football and basketball. I am a social individual and hope to work with people no matter 
what my chosen career path should be. I am driven to succeed.
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Ellen Flanagan
Sandymount, Dublin 4 
Email: ellen.flanagan@ucdconnect.ie 
After graduation, I plan to begin a career that combines my passion for nutrition with my business 
acumen. I have already applied these interests and skills during an internship for The Culinary Food 
Group, where I assessed the nutritional quality of new products and gained first-hand experience 
in product procurement. I am able to work independently, using multiple information sources and 
producing reports to a high standard. At Wageningen University in the Netherlands, I undertook 
professional work experience with the Human Nutrition department. My final report discussed 
mothers’ vitamin D intake during pregnancy and earned a distinction. 

Karen Flynn
Milltown, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0872721681 Email: Karen.flynn.1@ucdconnect.ie
I have demonstrated excellent team work skills, ability to take self-initiative and a positive attitude. A 
major cornerstone of my development was my 11 month PWE in Danone Nutricia. Here I had the 
opportunity to work with cross-functional teams and got exposure to real-life working experiences, 
including consumer interaction on the careline, nutritional review of NPD, event management, 
research and most importantly, how to work within a big team. I am an ambitious, hard-working 
individual who is willing to travel for the right role. I will thrive in this industry because nutrition is 
my passion, and I can honestly say I thoroughly enjoy what I do!

Maria Heffernan
Stradbally, Co. Laois
Phone: 087 6519200       Email: maria.r.heffernan@gmail.com
Enthusiastic and consistent hard worker. Awarded the UCD entrance scholar award in 2013. Awarded 
distinction for 10 month PWE in the Rowett Institute, Aberdeen where I was a research assistant on a 
study looking at the effect of ready-to-eat breakfasts on metabolic rate and appetite. There I developed 
my communication and interpersonal skills through working with colleagues and volunteers. I have 
excellent IT skills. I enjoy working as part of a team and in roles of leadership and responsibility, 
having been a UCD peer mentor for 2 years and secretary of the UCD Traditional Music Society.

Eoghan Hickey
Clontarf, Dublin 3
Phone: 087 617 1733 Email: eoghan.hickey@ucdconnect.ie
I am a motivated and ambitious student with a passion for nutrition and health. My main devotion 
lies within performance nutrition and I’ve always had a keen interest in the application of a structured 
and balanced diet to aid athletic performance. During my PWE placement, I had the opportunity to 
gain invaluable experience in this field, under the supervision of Dr Brian Carson in the University of 
Limerick. During the year, I worked with a number of elite sports teams such as the Limerick inter-
county Gaelic football team. I have also completed an ISAK Level 1 body composition analysis course. 
I am proficient in Nutritics and Excel, with a full clean driving licence.

Catherine Holland
Ballyragget Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 0851215583 Email: catherine.holland@ucdconnect.ie
I am a friendly, hard-working and very enthusiastic student with a great interest in the areas of science, 
human nutrition and health. My diverse work placement at the Hugh Sinclair Human Nutrition Unit 
(Reading), examining the cardiovascular health effects of fatty acid replacement in dairy products 
allowed me to gain invaluable laboratory experience, become proficient in computer packages and 
interact with volunteers on a daily basis. I have excellent problem-solving, communication and 
interpersonal skills and enjoy working as a member of a team and off my own initiative. Full, clean 
driving licence and willing to travel.

Niamh Kelly
Newcastle, Co. Galway
Phone: 085 213 8898  Email: nk.95@hotmail.com
Enthusiastic, ambitious nutritionist, I completed a ten month work placement in Holles Street 
Maternity Hospital, where I was involved with the ROLO study, a follow-up of a birth cohort, and 
the PEARS study, relating to gestational diabetes prevention. As part of my PWE project I helped 
design and implement a breastfeeding promotion study. Working on these three studies allowed me 
to develop my time management, problem-solving and team working skills. Very good inter-personal 
and communication skills, and have been selected to carry out malnutrition screening and nutrition 
workshops in a disability centre in Uganda with UCD Volunteers Overseas this summer.
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Laura Kirwan
Curraghmore, Borris in Ossory, Co. Laois
Phone: 085-7755045 laura.kirwan@ucdconnect.ie
A conscientious, hard-working and highly motivated student, I achieved a distinction for my placement 
at the Rowett Institute of Nutrition and Health in Scotland last year. I have excellent sourcing, writing, 
and data presentation skills proven at the Nutrition Society conference where I successfully presented 
two original communications. During placement I gained invaluable analytical, organisational and 
data handling skills. I have a CEFR B1 level of French and have received two Gaisce awards which 
demonstrate my long-term commitment and dedicated nature. I have maintained part-time jobs 
throughout my studies which demonstrate skills in time management. 

Alice Madden
Longford, Co. Longford
Phone: 086- 2334042 alice.madden6@gmail.com
I am an enthusuastic and commited worker. I completed my 10-month placement in University 
College Cork in the Department of Epidemiology and Public Health. There I developed my research 
and communication skills. I was awarded a distinction for the project I completed on sugar-sweetened 
beverage intake throughout the academic year. I have experience working as a Quality Technician 
in Gem Pack Foods where I gained an insight into food industry work as well as improving my time 
management and team working skills. I am keen to apply my education and experience in my future 
career. I have a full, clean driver’s license and am willing to travel. 

Katie McElroy
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
Phone: 086-2076364 Email: katie.mcelroy383@gmail.com
Friendly and highly motivated, I complete every task, no matter how small, to the absolute best of my 
abilities. I have received several scholarships as a result of my academic achievements. I completed 
12 months’ work placement with the FSAI for which I earned a distinction. During my placement, I 
was involved in multiple research projects and gained authorship on three abstracts published in the 
Proceedings of the Nutrition Society Journal. I presented my research at the Nutrition Society Irish 
Section Annual Meeting 2016. I have a wide range of skills including presentation and communication, 
team work, time management and an ability to work in a busy environment.

Alice Moffitt
The Rower, Co. Kilkenny 
Phone: 0871306057  Email: alice.moffitt@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a hardworking, ambitious and diligent worker with a passion for all things nutrition, food 
and health related. My diverse work placement at the University of East Anglia (Norwich) working 
as a research assistant within a dietary intervention trial allowed me to gain invaluable laboratory 
experience, become proficient in SPSS, EXCEL and interact with volunteers on a daily basis. I have 
excellent communication and interpersonal skills. I am an adaptable individual who equally enjoys 
working as a member of a team and from my own initiative. I am keen to develop new skills, thrive off 
new challenges and willing to travel for work.

Sarah Mulhall
Ballinakill, Co. Laois 
Email: sarah.mulhall@ucdconnect.ie
A determined, hard-working, ambitious individual with a keen interest in the application of nutrition to 
health and well-being. Undertook a ten-month work placement with the HSE Community Nutrition and 
Dietetic Service in Dún Laoghaire, during which I spent my time shadowing dietitians and working with 
members of the community who partook in healthy eating and weight management programmes delivered 
by the team of dietitians. Also substantially improved my interpersonal and communication skills through 
delivering monthly presentations and gathering data for the purpose of my research project. Have an 
intermediate level of French, with a basic level of Japanese, Spanish and Italian.

Eimear Mullen
Templeogue, Dublin 6W
Phone: 085 129 2309 Email: eimear.mullen@ucdconnect.e
Hardworking, enthusiastic and diligent individual with a distinction for my ten-month placement 
at Human Nutrition Research Centre, Newcastle University. Worked as part of multi-disciplinary 
teams and completed a self-led project. Gained valuable skills using computer software programs and 
various research and data collection methods. Strong organisational, teamwork and interpersonal skills 
developed through my involvement in group research projects, sports clubs and university societies.  
Looking to pursue a career in clinical nutrition. Full, clean drivers licence. 



Food & Agri usiness Management
This degree programme develops technical understanding of farming and the food production chain as well as 
economic analysis, business management and communication skills. 

Ash Bagla
Co. Dublin
Phone: 0860859904  Email: ashutosh.bagla@ucdconnect.ie
Hard working and motivated student from India. I have been a student at elite universities of the world 
including Stanford (California) and Cornell (NY). I single-handedly conducted the literature review 
of €300,000 Teagasc Bioeconomy project and have been an intern in external statutory statistics team 
of Bank of Ireland. I have been a member of national food development team of Ocean Spray. As a 
student ambassador of Ireland, I have been published in a number of national and international media. 
My suggestions have been implemented in national immigration policy. I am in receipt of 4 major 
merit-scholarships of UCD and chosen to be amongst 150 of the most enterprising students of Ireland. 
While success is important, I would like to help others along the way. 

Ciara Brady
Drumfaldra, Latton, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 0879980665 Email: ciarabrady95@gmail.com
Coming from an integrated pig production unit, I was introduced to an agricultural business dynamic 
from a young age. Additionally, seasonal experience with Kepak and part time employment with 
my local livestock seller has afforded me with a broadened insight into the agricultural industry. 
With a mixture of responsibility, integrity and passion I gained valuable knowledge throughout my 
Professional Work Experience with Grant Thornton, an accounting firm. With this experience for 
which I received a distinction, I acquired a myriad of interpersonal skills in the agricultural and 
financial sector, with a well-rounded focus on taxation and agri-taxation. 

Pamela Brennan
Dunmore Park, Ballyfoyle Road, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 086 8183209  Email: pamela.brennan@ucdconnect.ie
I would describe myself as a dedicated and enthusiastic worker who enjoys a challenge and is confident 
with public speaking. I come from a business background but from a young age have possessed a 
strong interest in agriculture. I have also been involved in the sporthorse sector since a young age 
through both the competition and breeding ends. I completed a varied work placement working at 
the Teagasc crop research centre at Oakpark, O’Neil Foley,the largest accountancy firm in the South 
East and at Ballyquirke stud. I feel that work experience taught me the importance of team work and 
communication within an organisation. I have a full drivers licence and my own means of transport.

UCD 2017

37

Human Nutrition / Food & Agri usiness Management

Victoria Nolan
Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow
Phone: 085 724 3253 victoria.nolan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hard-working, diligent and ambitious individual with a passion for nutrition and health. During 
my PWE in the Department of Epidemiology and Public Health in UCC, I developed invaluable 
teamwork, research and interpersonal skills, and carried out a systematic literature review on meal 
patterns across Europe, for which I received a distinction. I am also highly competent with SPSS and 
Excel computer software packages as a result of my time in Cork. I was commended with the PWE 
Excellence Award 2015/2016, as well as UCD Entrance Scholar 2013. I look forward to pursuing a 
career in human nutrition.  

Jane Ryan
Phone: 083 3106157  Email: janeryan9955@hotmail.com
I am a hardworking and reliable individual. I have a passion for sourcing local and sustainably 
produced food. Traceability from producer to consumer is paramount for the future of the Irish food 
industry. During my 10-month placement in the Hugh Sinclair Unit of Human Nutrition, University 
of Reading, I assisted researchers in a human intervention study investigating the effects of modified 
dairy products on cardiovascular health. I have always loved cooking and during holidays I work with 
a gourmet cook for private parties. This role has taught me excellent communication skills and how to 
adapt to different working environments. 
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Nathaniel Carroll
Killiney, Co. Dublin
Mobile: 0877489757 Email: Nathanielcarroll2503@gmail.com
My time as an Agricultural student, I have gained greater knowledge and understanding of the 
importance of agriculture in Ireland and internationally. I am a highly driven person who takes on 
every task with enthusiasm and hard work. I have strong leadership and team-work skills attained 
through years of Scouting Ireland involvement, being a group leader for several years. Through a 
7 month placement with IdentiGEN, I acquired knowledge of animal genetics, the importance of 
meat traceability and gained experience of a professional environment. I am especially interested in 
pursuing a career in business management role in the food industry.

Conor Casey
Shortcastle, Cahir, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 085 121 8474 Email: conor.casey.3@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, energetic, and ambitious individual, with a strong work ethic. I took the opportunity on 
offer to study in one of America’s leading agricultural universities, Purdue University, where I studied 
Agronomics, Financial Management, and the Principals of Selling.  I significantly increased my scope 
of the professional industry through my work experience with Grant Thornton as a tax analyst. My 
work activities involved, calculating different taxes and charges, correspondence with revenue and clients 
and achieving personal and team targets. I am outgoing and approachable and hold a full clean driver’s 
licence. I am open to travel and keen to work in the Agricultural or professional services industry.   

Clodagh Cleary
Phone: 086 2616372  Email: clodagh.cleary@ucdconnect.ie
Reliable, practically minded matched with a strong work ethic and an ambition for a successful career 
in the food and agribusiness industry. Growing up on a beef enterprise in West Cork equipped me 
with these skills. My experience was enhanced through my time working in advisory and education 
with ‘Teagasc’.  I broadened my experience by working as a Quality technician in ‘Shannon Vale Foods’ 
a supplier to many of Ireland’s major retailers. I was heavily involved in traceability within the supply 
chain, new product development activities and ensuring conformity to retailer’s specifications. I hold 
a full drivers licence, have my own transport and welcome the opportunity to travel. 

Brendan Coakley
Dungourney, Co. Cork
Phone: 0863911102       Email: Brendan.coakley@ucdconnect.ie
Having grown up on a beef farm and worked on many dairy and tillage enterprises, I have developed 
a huge interest in agriculture but in particular in the food and agribusiness sector. My semester abroad 
in Purdue University, USA furthered my interest and greatly enhanced my skill set. As recipient of the 
Patrick Hogan Memorial Scholarship for academic achievement in 2015, I believe my determined, 
problem solving mind set and diligent work ethic is evident. During my PWE, working with a number 
of SME’s across a variety of fields, I have further developed my communication, organisational and 
team working skills.

Eamonn Cogan 
Rochestown, Slane, Co. Meath  
Phone: 087-6156059     Email: eamonn.cogan@ucdconnect.ie 
Ambitious, driven and focused individual determined to succeed and grow within the agricultural 
industry. My passion for the agricultural industry stems from my upbringing on a tillage farm in Meath. 
I have gained valuable experience of a broad range of areas of the Irish agricultural industry through 
recently taking over the farm at home, with AIB bank and with Barclay crop protection chemicals. I 
have developed excellent communication and interpersonal skills and actively enjoy interactions with 
other people in the workplace. I am comfortable working under pressure and enjoy responsibility. I 
am optimistic for the future and excited to be a member of the Irish agricultural industry in the future. 

Andrew Cole
Sandyford, Dublin 18
Phone: 0857898525 Email: Andrew.cole@ucdconnect.ie
I am a reliable and highly motivated individual with a strong work ethic. My time in UCD has provided 
me with a deep understanding of the Agriculture Industry in Ireland and abroad. This along with my 
PWE experience in a business support role to a MD has allowed me to develop extensive knowledge 
and skills, which I believe would assist me in any challenge. During my Erasmus semester in Texas 
A&M I feel I learned a great deal with regards to different markets and different cultures which I feel 
will benefit me hugely in my future career. I aspire to work as part of a successful establishment with 
opportunities to grow and travel. 
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Padraig Curry 
Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 086-2690193 Email: padraig.curry@ucdconnect.ie
I am a passionate, driven and capable individual that has held multiple leadership roles in both 
professional and college settings. I am eager to learn and gain industry exposure applying my 
knowledge obtained during my four years in UCD and my experience to date working in Grant 
Thornton, Glanbia and on commercial dairy farms in Kilkenny. I hold a full clean drivers license and 
have a willingness to travel. I am seeking challenging and engaging graduate opportunities in the Food 
and Agribusiness Sector. 

Maeve Donnelly
Moatfarrell, Ballinalee, Co. Longford 
Phone: 0851001352 Email: maeve.donnelly@ucdconnect.ie
My interest in agriculture stemmed from growing up on a suckler farm and from an enthusiastic 
Agricultural Science Teacher! I am a diligent student who combines study with a demanding and 
rewarding part-time job as a children’s music and dance tutor. I achieved a distinction grade in my 
Professional Work Experience as an R&D lab technician in pet food manufacturer, C&D Foods. It 
is from here, in combination with the FAM programme that I gained an in-depth knowledge into 
value adding and waste management of Irish agricultural produce, and would like to pursue a career 
dedicated to just that. 

Shauna Doyle
Clogh, Castleocmer, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 0857161408 Email: shauna210594@gmail.com
I have a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural industry especially the food and drinks 
industry in Ireland and how is can achieve at home and internationally. I possess strong leadership, 
communication and teamwork qualities which I have shown while on PWE with Teagasc, Oakpark, 
Co Carlow and Glanbia Ingredients Ireland, Co Kilkenny. I thrive under pressure and this was shown 
through achieving a distinction grade in my PWE while working under a stressful busy production 
period in Glanbia Ingredients Ireland. Achievements include a senior All Ireland and Leinster camogie 
medal with my secondary school and an Ashbourne shield medal with UCD senior camogie team.

David Dunne
Clonoulty Hill, Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 085-7512569     Email: dunne95@hotmail.com
Self-motivated, reliable and extremely hard working individual. Studying Food and Agribusiness 
Management in UCD has further instilled my keen interest in agri business operations and strategy, 
promotional work and agricultural innovation. I am a strong communicator and team player who 
can add value. Accountable and responsible as demonstrated during my 8-month term working for 
Agri Aware during PWE and the extensive time spent with Rossmore Engineering Ltd. I am highly 
motivated to deliver personal and organisational goals. I have gained strong insights and awareness of 
farming practices from both business and farming perspective. I have an intermediate level of French. 

Shaun Frain
47 Brookfield, Mullingar, County Westmeath
Phone: 087 975 6038 Email: shaun.frain@ucdconnect.ie 
An honest, hard-working and ambitious individual who strives to develop a successful career in the 
Irish agricultural sector. Over the course of my academic studies I have maintained a strong work ethic 
which was reflected in my nomination by UCD for a placement with the Department of Agriculture. 
In addition to this, I gained valuable experience through working in reputable organisations such as 
Teagasc and Paul & Vincent receiving a distinction for my Professional Work Experience overall. This 
combination of my academic studies and professional experiences has allowed me to develop skills 
which I feel could contribute positively to the future development of the agricultural sector. 

Robert Frayne
Ballybrannis, Caim, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford
Phone: 086-8876834 Email: robert.frayne@ucdconnect.ie
My interest in the agricultural sector derived from working on relative’s farms from a young age. 
With a particular interest in the agribusiness sector, I gained valuable experience in sales and business 
operations throughout my eight-month work placement with Connolly’s RED MILLS. Other areas 
of interest include business and strategic management, as well as finance. I have a desire to further 
expand my education in Agribusiness management, and apply my knowledge and experience to a post 
within in the sector on a national or international basis.



UCD 2017 Food & Agri usiness Management

40

Nichola Fryday
Needwood Lodge, Kilcormac, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0857561975   E-mail: nicholafryday95@gmail.com
I am a self-motivated and driven individual, reliable and hardworking. During my PWE in Arrabawn 
Dairies these attributes were acknowledged as I was given extra responsibilities and an increased number 
of work projects in each department of the company.  I am enthusiastic team player with a determined 
and committed approach, this is reflected in my selection for Connacht’s Senior Ladies Rugby team and 
subsequently as a member of the Irish Senior Ladies Rugby team for 2016/2017. High standard of work, 
punctuality, communication skills as well as critical thinking are some of my strongest attributes.

Andrew Furey
Greystones, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 0868925934 Email: andrewfurey1@gmail.com    
Highly motivated, energetic and ambitious individual with a strong work ethic. I place particular 
emphasis on personal relationships and as such work particularly well as part of a team. I completed 
my PWE placement with Paddy Power, working in the strategic insights and analytics team. This was 
a valuable opportunity to apply the business principles learnt on the Food & Agribusiness Mgmt. 
program to another industry. During this period, I greatly improved my critical thinking & analytical 
skills as well as developing soft skills such as MS excel, SQL & public speaking. I am a fluent Spanish 
speaker and am particularly interested in companies developing international markets for Irish exports.

Jennie Haire
Sutton, Dublin 
Phone: 0872190440  Email: jennie.haire@ucdconnect.ie
My keen interest in the agri-food sector has always been prominent. It is an industry bursting with 
potential, perhaps this is where my passion for the industry is fuelled. My professional work experience 
with The National Dairy Council has provided me with an excellent insight into this compelling 
indigenous industry. I value the importance of the Irish agri-food sector to our economy and will 
endeavour to use my ambition, passion, leadership skills and strong work ethic to help businesses 
thrive in this challenging environment. I think my decision to continue my studies with Smurfit in 
Msc Management Consulting is the right step for me to progress in the industry. 

John Hartnett
Ardgroom, Beara, County Cork
Phone: 0833265812    Email: john.hartnett@ucdconnect.ie
Hardworking student with life long experience in farming and extremely passionate about promoting 
Irish food and agricultural produce. A self motivated , ambitious, driven and confident individual with 
exceptional interpersonal and communication skills based on my extensive dealings with customers 
during my PWE  with Teagasc and Durapak Agri included sales, marketing, research and advisory. 
Feedback from previous employers highlights that I am reliable and have a good work ethic.  I am 
eager to learn and hope to expand my knowledge further in this exciting time for Irish Agriculture. 
Hold a full clean driving licence, my own transport and a willingness to travel.

Patrick Hennessy
Lisbrook, Clonoulty, Cashel, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 087-9512549 Email: patrick.hennessy.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious and hardworking individual with a passion for promoting Irish food and agricultural 
produce at both national and international level. During my PWE (in which I achieved a distinction) I 
spent seven months working with Dawn Meats in France where I gained valuable experience regarding 
the logistics and communications involved with the importing and sale of meat as well as learning a 
second language. Feedback from previous employers highlights that I am reliable, work well on my 
own initiative and have a strong work ethic.  I have a full clean driving licence and am willing to travel.

Audrey Horan
Ballycale, Gorey, Co. Wexford 
Tel: 086-8912247  Email: audrey.horan@ucdconnect.ie
Self-motivated, hardworking and reliable student. Rewarded a distinction for an internship with the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Prior to UCD I was awarded an Ordinary Degree 
in Agricultural Science at WIT, acquiring both theoretical and practical knowledge as well as an 
abundance of lab experience and relevant IT skills. I am confident working on my own initiative and 
have performed well working as part of harvest teams in Alltech, Boortmalt and Cooney Furlong 
Grain. Looking forward to pursing a challenging and rewarding career within the agri-food industry 
where I am open to working abroad.



John Huane
Knockadoon, Irishtown, Claremorris, Co. Mayo
Phone: 0876801865 Email: john.huane@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly innovative and capable individual who has a keen interest in establishing a career in the 
agri-food sector.  I gained an unparalleled experience in my PWE working for Aurivo working both 
in the Homeland stores and the feed mill in quality control. I have held a part-time job throughout 
my college years and possess good communication skills along with the ability to work as a team or 
individually. Full, clean driving licence and hoping to travel with employment to broaden my horizons. 

Anthony Jordan
Blackfort, Foxford, Co Mayo
Phone: 0876565313
“Ambition is the path to success, persistence is the vehicle you arrive in”. If growing up on a suckler 
farm in Mayo, studying in UCD and working in the Irish Farmers Journal for nine months has taught 
me anything, it is that ambition, confidence and will to work are the key ingredients to success in the 
Irish food and agri-industry. While my time in UCD has given me a basic understanding of industry, 
my PWE placement with the IFJ has allowed me to get a comprehensive understanding of the sector. 
A challenging future no doubt, but as a young graduate you can’t help but be excited.

Geoffrey Kennedy
Ballycoolan, Stradbally, Co. Laois
Mobile: 0851519404 Email: geoffrey.kennedy@ucdconnect.ie
I am a diligent, reliable, and enthusiastic individual. I come from an organic beef, sheep, and tillage 
farm and I have a strong passion for the agribusiness industry. I work well both as part of a team and 
on my own initiative. My PWE experience as a technical sales assistant for an agri-health distributor 
has given me a good grasp of the sales industry and I look forward to pursuing a career in this area. 
Constantly seeking to upskill and learn from others and I always have a “can-do” attitude. I currently 
hold a full clean driving license, own my own transport and I am willing to travel.

Ian Kennedy
Glenageary, Co. Dublin
Phone: 0892094409  Email: ian.kennedy.2@ucdconnect.ie
During my time studying Food & Agribusiness Management in UCD, I have gained a great wealth 
of knowledge regarding the broader aspects of agriculture, from animal nutrition to agricultural 
economics. Coming from a non-farming background, I believe my PWE with the ASA & Bord Bia 
gave me invaluable experience. Reliable, hardworking and dedicated, I will always strive to do my 
best whether it be independently or part of a team. I have a strong interest in Food Business strategy, 
with a particular focus on Consumer Insight. I hold a full driver’s licence, have my own transport and 
welcome the opportunity to travel. 

Catherine Keogh 
Newbrook House, Rathfarnnham, Dublin 16
Phone: 0873112474  Email: catherine.keogh.2@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, friendly and out-going person with an innovative and enterprising family 
background in agri-tourism and sustainability. I have a keen interest in the food and agri-business sector 
and I gained valuable experience in marketing and business operations throughout my professional 
work experience with Zoetis Ireland. I have excellent professional communication skills (both written 
and verbal) with experience in presentations and public speaking. I am confident working as part of a 
team and also on my own initiative. As an individual, I am reliable, hardworking and willing to learn. 
I possess a full clean driving licence.

Niamh Leahy 
Craddockstown, Woodsgift Co. Kilkenny
Email: niamh1703@gmail.com
Contact: 086 2612975
I am an ambitious, hardworking individual who will not shy away from a challenge. I am eager to 
learn and improve my skills and knowledge in an ever-changing agricultural environment. I come 
from a dairy Farm in North Kilkenny with an interest in all aspects of agriculture. I completed 
my work placement in The National Dairy Council where I learned invaluable marketing, PR and 
communication skills. I am a highly committed and determined team player shown this year when 
I played with the Kilkenny Intermediate Camogie team who won the Intermediate Camogie All-
Ireland. I work well as part of a team but am also a self-motivated individual.
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Fearghal Mc Cabe
Moynalvey, Summerhill, Co. Meath 
Phone: 0873162284 Email: Fearghal.mc-cabe@ucdconnect.ie
I completed a 6 month internship with INTL FCStone for my PWE where I worked closely with 
European and US Commodity Markets and derivative exchanges, for both dairy products and grains. 
This role included carrying out market research, preparing market reports, records management, 
coordinating trade registrations and data analysis. Going forward, I am interested in learning more 
about commodity markets and exchange trading as a form of price risk management. I am comfortable 
working individually or in a team environment and furthering my education in the agricultural sector 
is something I hope to do in the future.

William McGrath 
Longford, Glen of Aherlow, Co. Tipperary 
Phone: (087)-3178908 Email: william.mc-grath@ucdconnect.ie
An ambitious, hardworking and highly motivated individual with a strong desire to succeed in all 
corporate environments. I have a strong interest in agricultural sustainability and food production, 
which drove me to successfully gain my place in this course. Coming from a strong beef background, 
I quickly fostered a keen interest in agriculture and my time spent here in UCD has built immensely 
on that. I gained valuable experience from my time spent as Intern Marketing Manager with Pearson 
International as part of my Professional work experience.  I am willing to travel and look forward to 
expanding my knowledge of the agricultural sector and contributing to it progression. 

Seán McKeon
Garristown, Ashbourne, Co. Dublin
Phone (Int.): +353 (0)83 301 2430 Email: smkeon444@yahoo.ie
I am not an avid user of generic buzzwords, but if you would like to understand how hard and 
efficiently I work, contact me and I will demonstrate clearly my abilities, skills and value I can add 
to an organisation. I have professional work experience in London and Dublin in asset management, 
investment management and finance. I am highly interpersonal and sales driven. Team player skills 
shown in work and sport. A contrarian by nature to make sure popular opinion does not override 
important details and to stimulate discussions.  It is not in my nature to take a comfortable role that 
doesn’t challenge me. Please do not hesitate to contact via contact details for queries or CV details.

Gillian Meagher
Phone: 087 9716194  Email: gillian.meagher@ucdconnect.ie
A recipient of both the ASA PWE Bursary Scholarship for 2016 and a Certificate of Excellence with 
regard to my Professional Work Experience with ABP in Poland, I have approached my degree with an 
unclouded sense of enthusiasm and determination. I am goal oriented, industrious when approached 
with a challenge and enjoy being a part of collaborative projects. Following my graduation this year, 
I am keen to gain experience in the global agriculture marketplace, particularly in the areas of Agri 
Finance and Corporate Social Responsibility. This will be complemented by my existing competence 
with ISO 14001 and resource usage analysis.

Patrick Meany
Carn, Dunbell, Maddoxtown, Kilkenny.
Tel: 087 3146075  Email: Patrick.meany@ucdconnect.ie
From a milling and equine background, I am an honest, hard-working and enthusiastic individual 
with a passion for farming and a keen interest in all aspects of agriculture. I bring newly acquired skills 
from my time here in UCD and a wealth of previous working and life experiences. My goal is to secure 
a career in the Agri-food sector that offers early responsibilities and one that allows for continuous 
career development. 

Matthew Mitchell
Ballybricken, Grange, Co. Limerick
Phone: 085 1359707  Email: mlmitch@hotmail.com
The skills I learned on the family farm and working as a part-timer in McDonald’s and in Kerry 
Agribusiness and Teagasc as part of my Professional Work Experience (PWE) have helped to shape 
me. I have learned to deal with people, to stay focused when under pressure and manage difficult 
situations. I have learned to value teamwork and realise other team members rely on me. PWE has 
taught me to challenge myself to master new skills and to be an efficient decision-maker under stress. 
I have a full, clean driving licence and am willing to travel.
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Rachel Morris
Phone: 089 2198269  Email: rachel.morris@ucdconnect.ie
An earnest agri & food advocate, raised alongside a thriving family business encouraged a natural 
business mind to develop. Creative, innovative & versatile being among my strong points, which has 
assisted me in becoming a great problem solver. Travelling would be a major hobby of mine, and 
immersing myself into different cultures – which I hope will remain achievable for business down the 
line. A semester in State of Michigan, USA, gave me a great insight into other nations perspectives on 
the agri-food industry, Irelands most indigenous industry – arriving home with a greater appreciation 
of our country & our uniquely, natural agricultural system.

Cara Mullaney
Ballyvoile, Stradbally, Co. Waterford
Phone: 087 1310107 Email: caramullaney95@msn.com
I am a hard-working dedicated student coming from a dairy background with a strong interest in 
business and  accounting  alongside my degree. I gained valuable experience in the business and 
accounting industry following my eight-month placement in the KPMG CIM Audit Department. 
During this placement, I learned how businesses work and operate; how these businesses exploit 
commercial opportunities and manage risks and how the results of these activities are then accurately 
presented in a set of annual financial statements. I hope to combine my two passions by working in an 
agri-food business in an accounting or business role.

Jessica Murphy
Inistioge, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 086-2371419 Email: jessmurphy2010@hotmail.com
I achieved a distinction for my work experience assignments both at Slaney Foods International, 
Bunclody, County Wexford and Airfield Farm, Dundrum, County Dublin, which I hope reflects 
my genuine interest in the food and agribusiness sector and my enthusiasm for and commitment 
to working in the industry.   I also completed a semester at Kansas State University, which not only 
expanded my knowledge of the international agricultural industry but also improved my research and 
inter-personal skills. I am very open to travel and working abroad.  I look forward to contributing to 
the progression of the business I work for in the future.

Katie O'Callaghan
Kanturk, Co.Cork
Phone: 085-7632656 Email: katie.o-callaghan@ucdconnect.ie 
Growing up on a dairy farm in rural north Cork played a huge part in my decision to study Agricultural 
Science in UCD. My interest in agriculture has since extended to food production, food policy, 
agribusiness management and farm business management. This led me to spend my PWE working 
in the Teagasc dairy advisory division and in North Cork Creameries which is a farmer owned co-
operative. It is here I proved how reliable, hard-working and enthusiastic I am by constantly striving to 
further my knowledge, by being a team-player and always working to the highest standard. 

Stephanie O’Callaghan
Eden Hill, Mallow, Co. Cork
Tel: 0863558920 Email: stephanie.o-callaghan@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, hardworking individual with an underlying commitment and will to suceed. I have 
a strong agricultural and competitive equine industry background – working in such a fast paced 
environment has resulted in my keen eye for detail and my highly trustworthy and responsible nature. 
My professional work experience in Singapore gave me a positive cross-cultural work ethic. My 
current role as a part-time horse riding instructor brings out my inherent leadership, interpersonal 
and communication skills.  I am a real team player, eager to apply my skills in the Irish agri-sector and 
keep an international focus in my future career.

Jack O’Connor
Southlands, Bogganstown, Drinagh, Wexford
Phone: 085-7432568 Email: jack.o-connor.1@ucdconnect.ie
I had a very successful time during my PWE with MSD Animal Health. For the duration of the 6 
month I was a Marketing associate undertaking a broad range of tasks including database construction, 
advertisement creation and event coordination. I’m a fanatic with analysing agricultural trade markets 
and trying to make my own estimations on what trend might follow and the outward effect it will have on 
prices etc. I also have an enthusiastic, entrepreneurial mind. Going forward, I can see myself taking up a 
managerial position within the agricultural sector and bringing my attributes to maintain & improve the 
progress of the company. I am self-motivating and highly driven individual in everything I do.
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Shane O’Neill 
Callan Road, Kilkenny 
Phone: 0857415328  
I am a self-motivated, hardworking reliable individual with a keen interest in the food and agribusiness 
sector. I obtained a level 7 degree from Waterford Institute of Technology before transferring to UCD. 
I have gained valuable experience during my time spent work at Seed Technology Ltd. I was afforded 
the opportunity to spend time working within various different departments, which enabled me to 
gain a clear understanding of the operations required to run a successful business. I am eager to learn 
and take on new challenges. I am open to new experiences and I am willing to travel, hold a full clean 
drivers licence. 

William Phelan
Ballygown, Kilmoganny, Co. Kilkenny
Mobile: 087 9567338 Email: william.phelan.1@ucdconnect.ie
A hard working, self-driven and reliable individual with a massive interest in the agricultural sector. 
From a beef and equine background I have plenty of experience in the agricultural sector. I have 
worked with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine as well as spending a lot of my time 
working with Coolmore. I have gained hands on experience working with dairy farmers too. I am a 
keen sports enthusiast particularly hurling and horse racing. I have consistently achieved a high level 
of grades throughout my education. I wish to play a large part in the agricultural sector.

Kevin Pollard
Phone: 087 6177340  Email: kevin.pollard@ucdconnect.ie
Strategic thinking and hardworking student with an ambition to succeed, stemming from growing 
up on a successful suckler beef farm, alongside animal feed haulage and agricultural contracting 
businesses. I aim to put my accumulated knowledge into practise on the broader agribusiness spectrum 
both nationally and internationally. My internship with Grant Thornton Accountants Dublin has 
afforded me to get a well-rounded understanding of the financial and taxation elements of agriculture, 
where I was a recipient of a distinction grade for my professional work experience. I pride myself on 
my passion for new projects, ability to thrive under pressure and capacity to work as part of a team or 
under my own initiative.

Claire Power
Bleach Road, Dunmore, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 086 2552244 Email: claire.power@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, organised and ambitious individual with a keen interest in all aspects of the agricultural 
industry, which stems from an equine background. I gained valuable experience of the Irish agricultural 
sector from my professional work experience with Teagasc and Quinn’s of Baltinglass, for which I received a 
distinction. I completed six months in an advisory role in Teagasc, working as part of a team and on my own 
initiative, which enhanced my agricultural learning. From my PWE with Quinn’s of Baltinglass, I acquired 
knowledge of grain quality control while testing in their grain processing facility. I currently hold a full clean 
driving licence, my own transport and I am willing to travel.

Emily Rheinisch
Raheny, Dublin 5
Phone: (087) 9454330 Email: emily.rheinisch@ucdconnect.ie
Studying Food and Agribusiness Management in UCD, together with my PWE with the Agricultural 
Science Association and on a beef enterprise, have provided me with invaluable experience and also 
a newfound perspective on the Agri-Food industry. A hard working individual who thrives under 
pressure; I never shy away from a challenge. I have an interest in all aspects of the Agri-Food industry 
with an aptitude for the business end of operations. I enjoy working as a member of a team or 
individually, both of which I embrace with a positive attitude. As an outgoing, sociable individual, I am 
always looking to learn new skills, undertake new challenges and meet new people within the industry.

Liam Sammon
Phone: 0873138775  Email: liam.sammon@ucdconnect.ie
A hard working multi tasker: manage a successful sheep enterprise while gaining a degree I am 
passionate about. Currently a UCD Student Union representative for fellow 4th years. Completed a 
study abroad programme in University of Illinois, which allowed me to grow and develop personally. 
It has also allowed me to gain experience of other agri-food industries across the world. I have gained 
considerable experience through my work placement with Aurivo Co-op Society in their agribusiness 
and dairy divisions. I am a keen traveller and if the opportunity arose I would hope to travel with my 
work.



Dairy Business
The Dairy Business programme was designed to provide students entering the dairy industry (dairy farming 
or supporting industries) with a high level of scientific, technical and business skills in conjunction with strong 
communication skills.

Kevin Brennan
Upperrossmore, Killeshin, Co. Carlow
Phone: 0858468883 Email: Kevinbrennan123@gmail.com
I am a bright hardworking driven individual, with a keen interest in the Agricultural sector. I come 
from a beef and sheep background, but have a strong interest in Dairy farming. I have excellent 
communication skills. I travelled to New Zealand to complete my PWE on a progressive 650 cow dairy 
farm and received a distinction in my work placement. I also spent a semester in Moorepark where I 
gained invaluable experience. My goal going forward is to get more involved in the dairy industry and 
contribute to the challenges and opportunities facing farmers in a post-quota era. 

David Cooney
Ballycohey, Shronell, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0879137593 Email: david.cooney.2@ucdconnect.ie
I am motivated and hard-working individual. I am keen to build on my skills, education and work 
experience to make a contribution that can be measured in the most important terms of all – business 
growth and profitability. Throughout my studies, I have always held down part-time jobs, and feel 
these illustrate my personal commitment and determination. Also, my PWE work experience in New 
Zealand has developed my interpersonal skills immensely. I am eager to develop my career and would 
relish an opportunity to make a strong impression in your organization.
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Conor Slowey
Castleshane, Co. Monaghan 
Phone: 0868944681 Email: conor.slowey@ucdconnect.ie 
I aim to work in management roles within the food industry, I can also offer flexibility. I feel my hard 
earned experience, skills and work ethic can enable me to succeed. My interest in agriculture and 
management is down to my family business background and having been farmers throughout the 
generations.  My professional work experience as a Quality Assurance & Technical Assistant with 
Monaghan Mushrooms group positioned me on the company organisation chart alongside the as-
sistant QA manager. I was also required to work with the New Product Development and Customer 
Service managers in this role. This was undoubtedly a thorough and rewarding PWE.

Graham Staples
Galbally, Curracloe, Co. Wexford
Phone: 0860727069 Email: staples.graham95@gmail.com
A trustworthy, hardworking, and reliable person capable of working on my own initiative. Excellent 
organisational and interpersonal skills. My time in UCD has provided me with a deep understanding of 
the Agribusiness industry. I’m extremely driven to succeed, with a desire for taking on new challenges, 
exemplified during my PWE placement with Pettitt’s SuperValu, receiving a certificate of excellence 
and was a recipient of the Colm O’Loghlen award. Also, a team player which is epitomized through 
my sporting achievements. I’ve a passion for agribusiness and dairy, with my main areas of interest 
including management, quality, marketing, and strategy. I hold a full, clean driver’s licence, and also 
willing to travel.

Shane Walsh
Phone: 087 1525428  Email: shane.waldh@ucdconnect.ie
Strategic thinker, not only with the ability to “connect the dots”, but also with the intelligence, 
integrity, and passion to accomplish any goals or objectives set for me. Pride myself on my meticulous, 
organised and professional approach to any project. Team player. Willing to explore the world and 
its opportunities. Welcome the opportunity to travel. A problem-solver by nature, I embody a self-
motivated, determined, and ambitious individual who enjoys a challenge and is capable of working 
well under pressure. Previous managers have described me as hard-working, honest, reliable with 
strong work ethic.
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Darragh Dolan 
Newgrove, Kilrickle, Loughrea, co. Galway
Phone: 0879178522 Email: darragh.dolan@ucdconnect.ie
I would describe myself as a team player,  I have huge experience in leading and being a part of a team 
through my hurling career, which is vital for any career I will find myself a part of. I am extremely 
hardworking and always strive to do my best in any situation that faces me, I  have been a part of my 
family agricultural business since an early age and have great experience in managing staff and also 
the day to day tasks and obstacles that face me. I credit myself on the rapport that I can create with any 
person I am dealing with, which is crucial for any career path. 

Shane Filan
Grange Boyle, Co. Roscommon
Phone: 0863918108 
Email: shane.filan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a reliable, motivated and highly determined individual who loves to learn new things. I am an 
organised and love working outside. I have a beef farming background but was always interested in 
the dairy sector. I’ve gained vast experience working on a 1500 cow dairy enterprise in New Zealand 
as part of my PWE and in Moorepark in Cork but feel I have more to see and learn. I am a good 
communicator, work well in teams and strives perfection in everything I do. I look forward to working 
in the flourishing Dairy sector as it’s what I seen myself doing from a young age. 

Leonard Gavin
Kilbrennan, Gaybrook, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
Phone: 085-2840565 
Email: leonard.gavin@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly ambitious, enthusiastic, motivated and determined individual with strong communication 
skills. I am very passionate about Irish Dairy farming. I have gained invaluable experience from my 
time in UCD and also during my six month PWE placement in New Zealand and also the semester 
I spent in Teagasc Moorepark. I am eager to learn and striving to have a successful career in the 
industry. My ambition in the next ten years is run and own my own dairy farm. 

Shane Hegarty
Tomard, Bilboa, Co. Carlow
Phone: 085-7817224  Email: shane.hegarty@ucdconnect.ie
Growing up on a dairy and beef farm stimulated my passion for agriculture. I am hard working, 
motivated, ambitious and eager to learn. I received a distinction and an ‘excellence in professional 
work experience award’ for my placement on a large scale dairy farm in New Zealand. I have gained 
extensive knowledge and contacts within the dairy industry from time spent in New Zealand and 
Moorepark Teagasc Research Centre. Being a member of Macra and a Young Farmer Discussion 
Group has helped me to develop many valuable personal and occupational skills. I am an enthusiastic 
individual who works well on my own initiative or as part of team. I am excited to build a career in 
the dairy industry in the future. I am a holder of a full, clean drivers licence and I am willing to travel.

TJ Hegarty
Whitechurch, Co Cork
Phone: 0857755808 
Email: Thomas.hegarty@ucdconnect.ie 
Mulitilingual, passionate about helping people and commercially minded I seek a career in a global 
Agribusiness.  Fluent in French and having worked in both New Zealand (Dairy) and Kentucky  
(Equine), I am keen to travel, learn and work in global teams. From a beef farm, I am an entrance 
scholar into UCD and I received the FBD travel scholarship in 2015 to New Zealand.  Full clean drivers 
licence and willing to travel.

Fabian Jacob
Toormore, Ballyragget, Co.Kilkenny
Phone: 0857419288 
Email: fabianjacob134@gmail.com
It is an exciting time to be involved in grass based dairy farming. A semester in Moorpark enlightened 
my interest in grass based dairying.  I’ve worked in New Zealand helped with a bursary received from 
the Farmers Journal. Chairperson of my local Macra Na Feirme has enhanced my communication 
skills, and it is great craic. I have completed AI and hoof paring courses. Farming is a passion of mine. 
I believe the agricultural industry needs enthusiastic skilled farmers more than ever.

Dairy Business



Eoin Kennedy
Coologue, Callan, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 0868440882 Email: eoin.kennedy.1994@gmail.com.
I am a driven, honest and hardworking person who thrives on taking on responsibility. I am not afraid 
of a challenge and am more than willing to step outside my comfort zone. I come from a farm consisting 
of dairy and beef where I have gained a good understanding of both enterprises. My strong interest is in 
dairy farming and I am passionate about low cost grass based dairy production. My passion for this type 
of farming system was strengthened by working on a large scale 1100 cow dairy farm in New Zealand as 
part of my PWE along with my time spent in Teagasc Moorepark. I believe the future of the Irish Dairy 
Industry is bright and I am determined to have a role in its growth and success.

Padraig McCormack
Arnestown, Foulksmills, Co.Wexford
Phone: 0861283431 Email: padraigsmccormack@gmail.com
A predominantly dairy background fuelled my passion for the ever exciting and evolving dairy 
industry. I am an ambitious, hardworking and reliable person with a constant willingness to learn. This 
brought me to New Zealand for PWE to work on and examine a large scale dairy farm. Along with 
this, experiences gained in Moorepark research centre, with progressive farmers and in UCD have 
given me a good grounding in the technical, business and practical areas of the dairy and agricultural 
industry as a whole. My desire and drive to succeed has led me to immerse myself in the dairy industry 
gaining experience and skills in all parts of it and services associated with it.

Christopher Mc Guirk
Crossbane, Newbliss, Co. Monaghan
Phone: 0838322183 Email: cmcguirk998@gmail.com
I am a hardworking, disciplined and an intellectually sophisticated person with a desire for the Irish 
agricultural sector. Growing up on a strong farming background my keen interest for agriculture 
developed at an early age. Over the years I acquired a strong personality and became a dependable 
person with strong communication skills, which makes me the ideal candidate for roles/ projects in a 
team or individual basis. I hold a full clean driver’s licence and my own transport and willing to travel 
to develop my career, skills and knowledge. 

Conor Mulry
Jamestown, Ballyforan, Co. Roscommon 
Phone: 086 6671297  Email: conor.mulry@ucdconnect.ie
I grew up on a suckler and sheep farm as well as spending a season gaining invaluable experience 
on a dairy farm in New Zealand during my third-year placement. This experience has motivated my 
passion and drive to succeed in the agriculture industry. I am a hardworking, honest and innovative 
individual with an ability to work quickly and effectively in the versatile environments agriculture can 
create. Through my interest in sports I have also developed skills such as leadership, teamwork and 
strengthened my interpersonal skills. I hold a clean driving license and have a keen interest to travel 
abroad to expand my knowledge to include international markets. 

Eoghan Murphy 
Brackencourt, Poulacurry North, Glanmire, Cork
Phone: 0862055444  Email: eoghan.o-murchu@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, trustworthy, dedicated, enthusiastic, motivated person who is capable of working both 
as part of a team and also by myself, I’m always driven in achieving the goals I set for myself. I completed 
work experience on a 650 cow Dairy farm in Ireland and received a distinction for my placement. I want 
to work with positive people who see the bright future for dairying in Ireland. I am Goal driven, always 
striving to learn and keen to succeed in the dairy industry. I also spent 3 months in Moorepark furthering 
my knowledge of the dairy industry. I want to succeed in the dairy industry in the near future. 

David O’Brien
Ballydrehid, Cahir, Co. Tipperary
Phone: 0871200484 Email: brickobrien@gmail.com
I am a highly motivated, enthusiastic and ambitious individual with a strong background in dairy 
farming, resulting in a keen interest in the agri sector as a whole. I work well under pressure and 
have the ability to work off of my own initiative as an individual and as part of a team. Always eager 
to learn and would consider myself reliable, honest and hardworking. As a recipient of a FBD Trust 
travel bursary, I travelled to New Zealand where I gained valuable experience in large scale, efficient 
dairy farming. I am passionate about grassland management, agricultural mechanisation and animal 
nutrition and breeding, with a focus on a sustainable, profitable future for Irish agriculture.
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Enda Phelan
Curravordy, Mount Pleasant, Bandon, Co. Cork
Phone: 0863251781 Email: enda.phelan@ucdconnect.ie
I am an ambitious, hardworking and motivated individual with the desire to succeed. I have a keen 
interest in the agricultural sector, specifically in the dairy industry. I have over 5 years experience 
working on an intensive dairy farm on a  part-time basis. I also spent 5 months on a 900 cow farm in 
Canterbury, New Zealand where I obtained a wealth of valuable knowledge. During my time studying 
in UCD, I spent 4 months in Teagasc Moorepark where I gained an invaluable skills set from some of 
the top experts in Irish Agriculture. I play Rugby with Bandon RFC and enjoy being part of a team. I 
hold a clean full driving license and am willing to travel anywhere to work in Ireland or abroad. 

Ben Ridgeway
Cloneygowan, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0851078196 Email: ben.ridgeway@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, ambitious and enthusiastic individual who has been involved in a large 
suckler and dairy herd from a young age. I completed work experience on a 1200 cow dairy farm in 
Canterbury, New Zealand and received a distinction for my placement. I enjoy working in teams and 
I possess excellent communication, business awareness and organisational skills. I’m always driven to 
achieve my goals and am hoping to have a bright future in the dairy sector, in a new quota free era full 
of opportunities.

Donal Ronayne
Kilmacnella, Irishtown, Claremorris, Co. Mayo
Phone: 085-1518318 Email: donal.ronayne@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, ambitious and hard-working individual with a strong intention to pursue a career in 
the agricultural industry. Although coming from a beef and sheep farm, I have always had a particular 
interest in the dairy sector. I gained valuable experience while working on a 700 cow dairy farm in 
New Zealand and studying in Teagasc Moorepark. I work well off my own initiative or as part of a 
team. I strive for excellence and have received academic awards during my time in UCD, and sporting 
awards throughout my GAA career. I relish the opportunity to contribute to this challenging and 
rewarding industry.

Raymond Ryan
Newtown, Pallasgreen, Co. Limerick
Phone: 0852810098 E-mail: Raymond.ryan.1@ucdconnect.ie
I am an Honest, reliable, hardworking individual with a strong ambition to succeed in a challenging 
career in agriculture.  I have received experience both at industry and primary level. I possess excellent 
problem solving, communication and organisational skills. One of my keenest interests is technological 
developments to improve processing efficiency and effectiveness along with strategies to allow for 
continuous improvement from farm to fork. I am currently a member of the IFA, ASA, Macra and our 
local discussion group. I’m always driven to achieve my goals and look forward to the challenges and 
opportunities which lay ahead.

Brian Shorten
Woodfield, Clonakilty, Co. Cork
Phone: 086 2322920 Email: brian.shorten@ucdconnect.ie
Coming from an Autumn and Spring calving dairy farm with a small tillage enterprise, I am not one 
to shy away from work. I am a highly motivated, open minded individual with great problem solving 
abilities. I can turn my hand to anything, and quickly learn on the job. I strive under pressure and am a 
great people person.  I completed my work experience on a 1050 cow dairy farm in New Zealand and 
received a distinction for my placement.

Colin Stephenson
Woodfield Glen, Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow
Phone: 0857044632 Email: colin.stephenson@ucdconnect.ie
I am a goal driven, hardworking enthusiastic individual with an open mind and willingness to try 
new things. I have a keen interest in animals and come from a strong dairy background working on 
my home farm which also has a beef and sheep enterprise. I completed my PWE on a large dairy 
farm in Methven, New Zealand where I gained valuable experience and knowledge in the operation 
of a dairy farm and achieved a distinction grade. Also spent a semester in Moorepark learning from 
some of the world’s best dairy researchers. I also have experience with some of the best dairy and 
tillage farms through part-time employment. I look forward to new challenges after college. 
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Paul Tobin
Birch Hill, Tallow, Co. Waterford
Phone: 0874134669 Email: paul.tobin@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest and goal oriented individual looking to pursue a career in the financial side of the 
agricultural sector. I received an FBD travel bursary in 2015 for my PWE in New Zealand, in which 
I received a distinction grade. I am comfortable working individually or as part of a team. Having 
worked abroad I would be comfortable to travel and keen to make the most of any new opportunity 
which presents itself to me. Growing up on a dairy farm has allowed me to develop a good work ethic 
and I look forward to learning more in the Agri Sector.

Thomas Whitley
Eighter, Virginia, County Cavan
Phone: 086 0677096 Email: thomas.whitley@ucdconnect.ie
I am a friendly, hardworking and passionate about Irish agriculture. I am from strong dairy background 
and have a keen interest in new innovations within the agriculture sector. I travelled to New Zealand 
to undertake my PWE where my eyes were opened to the potential of Irish agriculture. I have gained a 
wide range of experience in several sectors including food processing, hospitality, administration and 
working with a progressive dairy farmers for the past five years. I am an active member of numerous 
clubs. I have a full clean drivers license and my own transport. I am looking forward to the challenges 
and opportunities ahead of me in the agriculture sector.

Hannah Fearon
Baldoyle road, Sutton, Dublin 13
Phone: 0857494019   E-mail: Hannah.fearon@ucdconnect.ie
I am not afraid of hard work and I have a strongly competitive and assimilative streak. My rounded 
environmental education, passion for the agricultural sector and professional work experience have 
provided me with the skills essential for a forward career in the environmental and agricultural sector. 
My previous experience has involved significant difficult fieldwork, invaluable insight into agri-
environmental schemes and Teagasc advisory. Diligence, positivity and energetic are traits I have been 
previously complimented with by employers. My main interests lie in sustainability, biodiversity and 
all aspects of conservation. 

Tanya Graham
Mullaghdoo, Killeshandra, Co. Cavan
Phone: 0873210328 Email: tanya.graham@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a hardworking, ambitious and dedicated individual, capable of working well as part of a team 
with a strong work ethic and determined to succeed. I am passionate about Agriculture and the 
Environment. I have an in depth knowledge of dairying. Being employed on a beef farm and having 
worked on a pig farm during my placement I have valuable experience at farm level.  I gained an in-
depth knowledge of the Agricultural Advisory sectors during my Placement — working with Teagasc 
and with An Agricultural consultant. I received a distinction in my work placement. I am the holder 
of a full clean drivers licence. 

Jake Harlin
Assigh, Kilmessan, Co. Meath
Mobile: 0852743558 Email: jake.harlin@ucdconnect.ie
I have a highly motivated personality with a great work ethic. I have excellent software knowledge and 
practical experience with programs such as Microsoft excel, PowerPoint, Word processor and ArcGIS. 
I have abundant fieldwork experience and knowledge of field safety as, during my professional work 
experience, I was part of the ground survey team in the ongoing Tellus geological survey. I am seeking 
to bring my knowledge, experience and enthusiasm to an exciting and challenging post within the 
industry.

Agri - Environmental Science
The main focus of this programme is the complex interactions between how land is used and natural 
environment. Skills are developed in integrated agricultural management, landscape, flora and fauna 
conservation, and environmental planning and assessment.
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Keith Hayes
Drogheda, Co. Louth
Phone: 086 3979402 Email: keith.hayes@ucdconnect.ie
After four years in UCD I am now relishing the opportunity to apply what I’ve learned to real world 
environments. I have a passion for agriculture and the environment and believe the future is bright 
if we adopt a more sustainable approach to agriculture. Professional Work Experience provided the 
opportunity to gain practical experience within Teagasc and DAFM, and upon completion I was 
awarded a distinction. I’m focused, organised and meticulous with a drive to see tasks through to 
completion. I enjoy being on a continuous learning curve, pursuing knowledge and responsibility that 
will enrich my job performance and career development.

Qiuhui He
Email: qiuhuih@hotmail.com
As an outgoing, hardworking and motivated individual, I came from China to study in Ireland. I have 
gained a wealth of knowledge in agricultural environment science sector through my courses in UCD. 
My English language skills have been recognized by my academic achievements. Assisted in both UCD 
lab and Guangdong Academy of Agricultural Sciences lab, my ability of working independently and 
my competence of being a dedicated team player were greatly enhanced. I look forward to furthering 
my experience and contributing my skill in the international agricultural sector.

Wenbo Hu
55 Stillorgan Heath, Stillorgan, Dublin 4
Phone: 083 846 1946 Email: wenbo.hu@ucdconnect.ie
I am a trustworthy, hardworking, motivated individual with a passion for agriculture and environment. 
With a combination of high work ethic and great discipline to constantly improve my knowledge and 
skills in the agri-environment sector, I believe I would be a strong attribute to the team. I gained 
valuable experience in the Dr. Rochelle’s research group on grass productivity during the laboratory 
internship last summer. I also have gained a range of skills and a better understanding of project 
management and risk assessment during a grassland restoration project in Belfield. I have a keen 
interest working on the environment, particularly the interaction with agriculture in various positive 
and negative ways, along with minimising the negative impacts on agriculture productivity.

Padraig Keating 
Castleview Powerstown, Clonmel, Co.Tipperary
Phone: 0862619326 Email: padraig.keating.1@ucdconnect.ie
I come from a mixed beef and tillage farm also working with Coolmore stud offering a diverse back 
round not only in agriculture but also in customer service working for the Bank of Ireland and Subway 
in recent years. My area of special interest would be biodiversity and environment health whilst also 
trying to maintain or improve productivity and efficiency. I am a hardworking individual and team 
player who can readily adapt to change. I pride myself on honesty and punctuality in the work place. I 
also received the ESB networks farm electrical safety award for 2016.

Lauren Keogh
Hillview Barndarrig Co.Wicklow
Tel: 086 6644412  Email: lauren.keogh@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, hardworking and determined individual with a passion for the environment and its 
interaction with agriculture, with a particular interest in water conservation and management. I am 
highly motivated and strive for succession in everything I do. I believe I have the ability to meet high 
demands in the workplace both in a team and as an individual. My professional work experience gave 
me a wealth of experience working with Teagasc, Coillte and also the National Botanic Gardens. I look 
forward to a lifelong career embracing the challenges both agriculture and the environment may face 
in the future.

Mixue Li
52Donnybrook Manor, Dublin 4
Mobile: 0838028939 Email: mixue.li@ucdconnect.ie
I have gained a wealth of experience in the agricultural sector. I believe Today I do Tomorrow I will. 
My knowledge basis in biology and agricultural environment&science through the past four years. 
Remembering different kinds of plants’ pathology with their Latin names is a daily work. I have strong 
interest in science and have been studying hard to equip myself with necessary skills and deeper 
understanding of this domain. These knowledge I am enthusiastic will motivate me to work even 
harder to become a real expert in my future. 
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Eimear Lynch 
Ahane House, Minane Bridge, Co. Cork
Phone: 087 1383139 Email: eimear.lynch.1@ucdconnect.ie 
I am a positive, punctual and hardworking individual with a passion for the environment. Working for 
the Dept. of Agriculture and Teagasc during my PWE has gained me invaluable experience on current 
issues and schemes in Ireland including GLAS and the Basic Payment Scheme. Growing up on a dairy 
farm has given me hands on experience from a young age and working on a piggery further increased 
my knowledge at farm level. My positive attitude was evident when dealing with clients and customers 
during my summers working at James Dillane’s Accountants and the Clonakilty food Company. I studied 
abroad at the University of Illinois where I gained understanding of environmental issues at a global level. 

Ian Mathews
Gorteen Killeigh, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Phone: 0860855911  Email: ian.mathews@ucdconnect.ie
I am a keen and rapid learner, very motivated, enthusiastic and hard working with a knowledge of 
environmental issues affecting the agriculture industry and a first-hand experience of the farming 
side of the industry. With a vast experience in the beef, dairy and sheep sectors along with work 
experience in Fehily Timony & Company Consultency and Teagasc I have a broad range of valuable 
skills including environmental monitoring, nutrient management planning, a knowledge of GIS 
systems and the GLAS scheme. I am passionate on ensuring increased agriculture productivity while 
ensuring environmental sustainability.

Matthew Mc Inerney
Crossakiel, Kells, Co. Meath
Phone: 087-6665811 Email: matthew.mc-inerney@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, reliable, honest person who is never afraid of a challenge. I have a good knowledge 
of the Agricultural sector in Ireland from both completing modules in college ranging from Organic 
Agriculture to Wildlife Conservation and by keeping up to date on the latest news from the sector 
through news reports and social media. I have a high level of experience ranging from first hand farming 
to laboratory analysis of many different sample ranging from blood samples to soil and water samples. I 
also have experience of advisory services such as those provided by Teagasc and the work they complete. 
I am highly motivated to succeed in a healthy working environment where initiative is encouraged and 
ambition to do well is at the forefront of operations. 

Jamie Nolan
Brownstown, Navan, Co. Meath 
Tel: 085-8147199          Email: jamie.nolan@ucdconnect.ie
I am a very dedicated and hardworking individual, when given a task there is little that gets in the way 
of me not succeeding in what I aim to achieve. I work well in a team as well as doing individual tasks. 
During my work placement I gain experience in organisations such as Teagasc, and seen how large 
environmental companies such as Enrich Environmental run successfully. I come from an equine 
background so I am used to working hard both day and night. I am ready and excited to learn more 
about making Irish farming more sustainable as a whole and trying to come up with new ideas to try 
and mitigate the negative effects agriculture has on the environment now and in the future.

Killian Smith
4 Ashford Downs, Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan
Phone: 0858222684 Email: killian.smith.1@ucdconnect.ie
An ambitious, hardworking individual. Key areas of interest include biodiversity and conservation. My 
experience studying BSc Agri-Environmental Science has instilled in me the importance of thorough 
research, pertinent analysis, good writing skills and academic rigour. I have balanced part time work 
and carried out PWE along with my studies and this has helped me cultivate time management skills 
which I intend to apply in future employment. I look forward to the prospect of enhancing my skillset 
and learning new skills while working in an environmental enterprise.

Cathal Tighe
Laragh, Maynooth, Co. Kildare
Phone: 0858400531     Email: cathal.tighe@ucdconnect.ie
I am a highly motivated, organised and hardworking individual with a strong work ethic. I have gained 
a wealth of experience in the agriculture and environmental sector through the theoretical component 
of my course and also through my PWE placement in Teagasc, OCAE Ltd. and its sister company IAS 
labs. I am use to working unsocial hours in high pressured environments and am willing to travel both 
nationally and internationally. I have a keen interest in environmental protection and in using the 
natural environment to try and enhance crop protection. 



UCD 2017 Agri - Environmental Science    

52

Xingyu Ji
103 Roebuck Castle, Clonskeagh, Dublin 14, Ireland
Phone: 0838418772 Email: xingyu.ji@ucdconnect.ie
I am a trustworthy, punctual, and hardworking person with a passion for agriculture. I can work 
well as part of a team or on my own initiative. As an agricultural environmental science student, I 
have gained invaluable knowledge of agriculture and practical based skills through my time in both 
SCAU and UCD schools of agriculture. Taking this course in Dublin is a huge opportunity, UCD has 
enhanced and opened my horizons to all ambitious possibilities agriculture has and I hope to make my 
stamp in agriculture, in my future career. 

Fangzi Zha 
103 Roebuck Castle, Dublin 14
Phone: 0838458578 Email: qianghuixy1@163.com
With great interest in agriculture and environment, I choice the Agri-Environment Science as my 
major. I am equiped with adequate theoratical knowledge and practical skills, as well as great passion 
and confident to learn and doing the job that is relavent to this field. The two years study in China 
as helped me to acquire the knowledge and build the solid fundation on biological science and the 
labortary experience has also helped me to expand the horizen on the latest and advanced research. I 
am also good at communicating with others and solving problems. 
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Horticulture, Landscape & Sports Turf Management
This programme develops expertise and skills for a wide range of careers in fresh food production, quality 
assurance, nursery and ornamental plant production, garden centre management, sports turf (golf courses, 
playing fields, etc) and landscape management. 

Chenshan Li       
4 Willow Field Park, Goatstown Road, Dublin 14
Tel: 0892111546  Email: chenshan.li@ucdconnect.ie 
A hardworking, ambitious, enthusiastic individual with a strong curiosity to learn and explore all 
aspects of the horticultural and landscape industry. I like teamwork but also have the ability to work 
independently. I received a very good feedback from my PWE with a China’s agricultural trading 
company. I am always eager to learn new knowledge in the agricultural field, fortunately UCD provided 
me this chance. Also I gained innovative consciousness through my professional studies at UCD. My 
aim is to transform the dream into the truth. I am ready to take on the challenges of the future. 

Keith Cawley 
Gortnara, Claremorris Co Mayo
Tel: 0894268134 Email: kthcawley@gmail.com 
I am enthusiastic high achieving and always wanting to challenge myself .I have always had an interest 
in horticulture from an early age from working in landscaping and general gardening for my fathers 
company. This experience encouraged me when returning to education to pursue a career within 
horticulture. The reason I chose UCD was the level of higher education that UCD is renowned for 
offering .The practical and intellectual elements of the course have broadened my understanding of 
the horticulture sector drastically both in the scientific and practical aspect. For my work experience 
I decided to go to France working on various different high range golf courses  working in this 
environment was something that appealed to me as I enjoy working to achieve a very high attention 
to detail.

Shane O’Connor 
Rathkelly, Creagh Road, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo  
Tel: 0876245054 Email: shane.soclandscaping@gmail.com
In undertaking a BSc in Horticulture, Landscape and Sportsturf Management, I have accrued knowledge 
in science, technology, business management and communications. From an agricultural background, 
I have a strong work ethic. The client base of my landscaping business has grown substantially over the 
past 6 years and I now have over 50 clients who continue to use my services. I believe this is a testament 
to my skills, professionalism and drive to succeed. Through my PWE, I have gained invaluable insight 
into all the aspects of the horticulture sector. With willingness to learn and adapt I look forward to 
embarking on a career in horticulture. I have the knowledge, skills and attitude to become a valuable 
asset to your company. 

Xin Zhou 
52 Donnybrook Manor Dublin 4 
Tel: +353838854257  Email: xin.zhou@ucdconnect.ie 
With my Bio-science and horticulture background, I always  think and solve the problems carefully 
and eco-friendly.With my  working experience as a landscape designer, I learned a range of experience  
from the different parts of the horticulture. I took part in teamwork of public park design in Zhu Hai 
and  residential area design in JiaYuGuan in China, as well as designing the privite garden personally. 
I hope to continue learning and expanding my skills in my future career.

Zhehui Huang
Belgrove House 3,Apartment 5, Room 4, UCD,Belfield, Dublin 4
Phone: 0838026203 Email: zhehui.huang@ucdconnect.ie
I have a hard-working, self-motivated as well as honest personality and excellent communication 
and teamwork skill would make me stand out. With the combination of coursework studies, practice 
experience,I I have developed a wide range of scientific skills during my time in UCD and gained a 
quite good understanding of the landscape management and horticultural industry in Ireland, I’m 
really looking forward to broaden my skills and experiences and continue to develop my career in this 
area and meet new challenges.
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Andrew Kirwan
Killeenlea, Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Contact: 0863326516 Email: andrew.kirwan@ucdconnect.ie 
I am dependable, conscientious, organized individual and pride myself on my efficiency. I am acutely 
aware of the need for order and precision in every work environment and am capable of applying 
myself to any situation. I gained valuable experience having worked with the Icelandic Forest Service 
for four months. Added to this I also established my own forestry contracting company which has 
given me excellent exposure to the industry and its workings. I have a real passion for forestry, 
especially harvesting and would enjoy nothing more than spend my working life in this interesting 
and ever-changing industry.

Conor Mc Goldrick
Cornarthy, Swanlinbar, Co. Cavan
Contact: 089 416 0339 
Email: conor.mc-goldrick@ucdconnect.ie
I am a motivated person that is diligent, and capable of working as part of a team. I am passionate 
towards my degree course forestry. Through my forestry degree in UCD, which I feel has expanded 
my education through the mathematics, physics and economic modules I completed all of which have 
expanded further my analytical skills. I can also boast a good understanding of both Microsoft word 
and excel systems and also the completion of the ARC GIS module. Through this I now contain the 
knowledge of operating a system which will be in the forefront of the forestry industry in the future.

David Stirrat
Hollywood, Ballinode, Co.Monaghan
Tel: 0868631687    Email: david.stirrat@ucdconnect.ie
Ambitious, Hardworking and Enthusiastic individual, with a keen interest in the Forestry Sector, 
coming from a farming background. I have been working in the industry part time for a number of 
years I feel that this experience has added considerably to my ability to work independently and take 
on added responsibility and has also shown me the importance of networking. I have a clean driving 
licence and am willing to travel. I have been heavily involved in the Irish enterprise awards in the past 
receiving third in the All-Ireland for small companies; I hope to pursue a long career within the 

Stephen Mc Mullan
Lawlesstown, Dunleer, Co. Louth
Tel: 086 212 8089 
Email: mcmhoney@gmail.com
I am an organized, reliable and hard working person. I have excellent communication and active 
listening skills. I have the ability to make judgments and decisions as part of a team but also on my own 
initiative. I have developed a profound knowledge of spatial awareness and have the ability to logically 
and critically analyse situations and tasks given to me. I am very eager to learn about the industry in 
which I have chosen to study.

Ian Mc Cormack
Dunganstown Delvin Co. Westmeath
Contact: 0879511230 Email: ianomccormack@hotmail.co.uk
I’m a self-motivated person that is diligent and is capable of working individually and with a team. I 
am passionate towards the course I study which is forestry and have worked with Greenbelt LTD. In 
the summers to gain experience in the sector. I’ve also got cert in chainsaws and pesticides and have 
worked as a forestry technician in America as part of UCD work placement. I feel from having went to 
Waterford Institute of technology and UCD that a good balance of both particle and academic aspects 
of Forestry have been gained. From my knowledge gained in UCD through modules like GIS I can 
now use such software with the practical skills learned in UCD to carry out valuable Forestry work 
such as inventory plots and management plans. I boost a full clean driving license.

Forestry
Graduates from this programme will have the knowledge and skills to manage and advise on timber production, 
sustainable forest management and forest related businesses. The programme consists of a mix of biological, 
production and business modules. 
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Kevin Kilrane
Tulcon, Mohill, Co. Leitrim.
Telephone: 0861716220 Email: kevin.kilrane@ucdconnect.ie
I am honest and eager to learn from others whom I deal with while having good communication 
skills allows me to work very well with others. For my PWE I worked for Treemetrics Ltd. who are a 
software based Forestry Company situated in Cork City where I spent in total 20 weeks. I gained great 
experience in sampling forests for timber inventory with a Terrestrial Laser Scanner and conventional 
sampling methods. The idea of working in a career that offers both outdoor work and office work 
was something that has always appealed to me and working in the Forestry sector within Ireland or 
internationally will grant me the opportunity to do this. 

Mike O’Brien 
Ballyhemmon Castlecomer Co. Kilkenny 
Phone: 0879660856 Email: mike94obrien@gmail.com
I believe I am excellent candidate for the position as I have already gained experience in the sawmilling 
sector with Coolrain Sawmills in County Laois. I’m self-motivated with a drive to maximise my 
potential. I have extensive timber sales experience in the timber industry while working on a sales 
team in Coolrain Sawmills over the summer months. I have adequate numeracy skills from working 
on recovery analysis equations, I also have good practise of finical book keeping. I have worked with 
three different forestry companies i.e. Coillte, Greenbelt and Coolrain Sawmills. 

Philip Conway
63 Oatfield Avenue, Clondalkin, Dublin 22
Phone: 0861918606 Email: Philip.conway.1@ucdconnect.ie, philc1974@gmail.com
As a mature student I did not always find it easy in UCD, but I discovered through hard work and 
perseverance, I could achieve my goals. I consider myself open-minded, responsible, and aspire to 
become successful in my new career. I have a good work ethic, and strive to complete any tasks put 
before me. I worked with the Forest Service and Coillte for my PWE and gained a good insight into 
the Forest inspector and Plant Health roles of the Forest Service. With Coillte, I was trained to use 
their Cengea GIS system helping update and categorise their road networks. Through my degree 
and my past work experience, I wish to find a challenging role in the Forestry Sector. I am a strong 
communicator and people person who is looking to become a valuable asset to an organisation.
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Adam Smyth 
Nurney, Co. Carlow
Tel: 0851660077  Email: Adam.smyth@ucdconnect.ie
I am a hardworking, versatile and motivated individual with a strong interest in the agricultural and 
food industry. I have excellent communication and organisational skills from working part time in a 
shipping agent where I was dealing with customers and solving any problems that may have arisen both 
as part of a team and as an individual. I have gained experience in the agricultural industry from this 
and from working with a machinery dealer where I learned technical skills and an understanding of 
machines through carrying out repairs. In my time in college I have competed projects on biosensors 
in milking, energy contents of various biomass pellets and business plan for a distillery. I am currently 
working on a project designing a track system for tractors

Christopher Fitzpatrick
Killarney, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny
Phone: 0861659325 Email: christopher.fitzpatrick@ucdconnect.ie
I am an honest, hardworking and enthusiastic individual with a keen interest in the technology used 
in food processing and all aspects of agriculture. While at University I have worked part-time in the 
five star Lyrath Estate Hotel, where I have been promoted to head waiter. My communication skills 
are strong and I am used to dealing with very important people and working as part of a large team. 
I am currently designing a grain dryer for my final year project and have completed many interesting 
projects. I have a keen interest in golf with a current playing handicap of 7. I look forward to a 
challenging but rewarding career.

Mark James
Kilmeaney,Tinryland, County Carlow
Phone no. 087-2412423  Email: mark.james@ucdconnect.ie 
I am an honest, hardworking and trustworthy individual with a keen interest in agriculture and 
particularly in engineering systems. I come from a sheep farm which has given me my deep interest 
for farming. Growing up I have worked on my neighbour’s beef and dairy farm, from which I have 
gained invaluable experience. I have also gained agricultural experience from having worked on tillage 
farms in Northampton and Cambridge in the UK. I am always trying to learn new skills and I enjoy 
working as part of a team. I am motivated by a career that challenges me and gives me opportunities 
to improve myself.   

Patrick Moore
Birchwood, Windgap, Co Kilkenny
Phone: 0877423122 Email: patrick.moore.4@ucdconnect.ie
I have always seen myself as creative, motivated, innovative with a keen interest in modern farming 
technology.  The vast resources available in UCD have developed my interpersonal skills, creativity and 
furthered my interests in science, engineering and agriculture. The use of robotics and programming 
in modern milking parlours is an area I hope to explore due to its expanding potential in the dairy 
industry. Working with Delaval has helped me understand the dynamics of team work and importance 
of planning and communication. I hope to travel in the future and expand my interests in the food 
technology industry.

Ryan Bohan
Springfield View, Mohill, Co. Leitrim
Tel: 085-1532045 Email: Ryan.bohan@ucdconnect.ie
My interest in agriculture began from a young age, growing up on a farm in Leitrim. I have always 
been familiar with hard work especially hands on work, having been reared on a farm and have 
endeavoured to emulate this in both education and employment. I am a dependable, organised, honest 
and ambitious individual. I obtain strong communication skills as I am experienced in working as part 
of a team in group projects in college, sports and part time employment. I hold a full drivers license, 
my own transport and am very willing to travel to develop my career, skills and knowledge.

Engineering Technology
This degree programme covers the use of engineering technology in the areas of: food processing, environmental 
control, information technology, mechanisation, buildings, and soil and water. 
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