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Dear Colleague,

The Organising Committee of the All Ireland Conference for Doctoral Researchers in Education would like to welcome you to the second gathering of Doctoral researchers in Education on the island of Ireland. Jointly hosted by the School of Education, Queens University Belfast and the School of Education, University College Dublin and generously funded by the Standing Conference on Teacher Education, North and South (SCoTENS), Educational Studies Association of Ireland (ESAI), QUB and UCD, the conference aims to provide a forum for doctoral students from all over Ireland to come together in a supportive environment to present and discuss their research and extend their understanding of advanced research in education. It is also hoped the conference will encourage the formation of professional links among educators and researchers in education who are at the earlier phases of their research careers.  

We have been delighted with the response we received from students across the 32 counties, all of whom are engaged in exciting and innovative research in the field of education. Overall, 9 educational institutions are represented and the conference promises to provide many opportunities for challenging and thought provoking dialogue and discussion.
This year, following feedback from last year’s conference, we have included a session for roundtables, during which participants can discuss the topic of ‘Doing your PhD’ with university staff and other PhD students.  This allows students and staff to share experiences and offer suggestions to their peers.
We are particularly honoured to have Professor Gill Crozier to provide our keynote address at 4.30 on Friday 21st May 2010. This is followed by a wine reception and poster presentation at 5.30 and the conference dinner, which is being held in St. George’s Market Bar and Grill at 8pm. We hope this will provide an opportunity for all concerned to relax, catch up with old friends and meet new ones.

We would like to thank Queens University most sincerely for providing the venue for this year’s conference. 

We hope you enjoy the proceedings.

Yours Sincerely, 

The Organising Committee

Andrea Doherty, Anne Moloney, Caitlin Donnelly, Deirdre McGillicuddy, Dympna Devine, Elizabeth Welty, Niamh O’Reilly, Nicola Ingram and Whitney Wall

Inaugural All-Ireland Conference for Doctoral Researchers in Education
Timetable 2009
	Friday 21st May 2010

	10:00 – 11:00
	Welcome and Registration

	11:00-12:00 
	Parallel Sessions

	Session 1:   
Technology in Teaching and Learning

Chair: Ms. Nicola Ingram
	Session 2: 
Multiculturalism

Chair:  Ms. Niamh O’Reilly
	Session 3: 
Inclusive Education

Chair: Ms. Deirdre McGillicuddy

	Lung-chi Lin (QUB)

An analysis of English newspaper reports to highlight the key words in the English language to aid vocabulary learning in EFL students

Mei-Liang Lin and Pamela Cowan (QUB)

Use of Video to Support Students’ Reading Comprehension

Ryan Butler (QUB)

Which way now? The effects of m-learning on GCSE geography pupils
	Frieda McGovern (UCD)

Border Crossing- Minority Ethnic Children Crossing the Spaces between Home and School

Carrie Mitchell (QUB)

Dissolving Boundaries: listening to voices of experience across borders.
Bernadette Fitzgerald (UCD)

The Experience of Muslim Pupils in Non-Islamic Schools in Ireland

	Ellen Reynor (UCD)

Reading failure among children with dyslexia and poor readers: An investigation of the profiles of dysfluent readers grouped according to the double-deficit hypothesis.

Jennifer Duffy (UCD)

Lost for Words or Lost for Numbers: Investigating Specific Learning Difficulties with Mathematics

Catherine Merrigan (UCD)

Crossing the Boundaries of Special and Mainstream Education

	12:00-13:00
	Parallel Sessions

	Session 1: 
Mathematics Education

Chair: Ms. Colleen Doyle
	Session 2: 
Emotions and Education

Chair: Ms. Andrea Doherty
	Session 3: 
Teacher Professional Development

Chair: Ms. Elizabeth Welty

	Peggy Lynch (NUI Maynooth)

Mathematisation and Irish Students

Marie Lane (UCD)

Mathematical Language and Theories of Language

Whitney Wall-Bortz (QUB)

International representations of formative assessment: Eight mathematics teachers’ thoughts on and practices of classroom assessment


	Martin Kelly (TCD)

Pedagogy and Emotion: Teaching emotional learning through the medium of the school curriculum
Jarlath Brennan (UCD)

Navigating the Emotional Landscape of Primary School Principalship

Conor Reale (UCC)

Space, Place and Power: Issues around the transition from primary to second level for students with Special Education Needs.
	Michelle Dillon (UL)

Understanding Learning for Teaching

Matthew Wallen (UL)

Dialogic Inquiry as Professional Development: An Acculturation in Collaborative Knowledge Creation

Anne Moloney (UCD)

Knowledge for Teaching: Exploring teachers’ Views

	13:00-14:00
	Lunch


	14:00-15:00 
	Parallel Sessions

	Session 1: 
English as an Additional Language
Chair: Ms. Ellen Reynor
	Session 2: 
Higher Education

Chair: Ms. Frieda McGovern
	Session 3: 
Children’s Media Culture
Chair: Ms. Ursula Nolan

	Xiao Ming Lan (QUB)

Understanding Practical Knowledge: Case Studies of EFL Teachers

Mei-chen Tan and Pamela Cowan (QUB)

How Listening Comprehension Strategies Combine with eLearning to Facilitate Students’ English Language Learning

Anita Gracie (QUB)

Newcomer Students in Irish Secondary Schools – A Case Study.
	Ciaran Thomas Burke (QUB)

A Critical Examination of the Role of Habitus in Graduate Employment

Niamh O’Reilly (UCD)

Our way or the highway? Analysing non-formal education as an alternative provider of higher level education

Fergal Finnegan (NUI Maynooth)

For they know not what they do? Interpreting student accounts of the uses of Higher Education


	Marian Henry (St. Patricks Drumcondra) 

Exploring Children’s Media Culture
Jooyoung (Jenny) Lee (QUB)

Picture books in the primary EFL classroom

Seline Keating (TCD)
Traditional childhood play, electronic media, and their impact upon certain aspects of psychosocial development amongst pupils, investigated in two Irish primary schools



	15:00-16:00
	Roundtable Discussions: Doing your PhD

	16:00-16:30
	Coffee/ Tea Break

	16:30-17:30
	Address by Keynote speaker Gill Crozier

	17:30- 19:00
	Wine Reception and Poster Presentations

	20.00
	Conference Dinner at St. George’s Market Bar and Grill (1st floor)


	Saturday 22nd May 2010

	10:00-11:00 
	Parallel Sessions

	Session 1: 
Research Methods
Chair: Ms. Whitney Wall
	Session 2: 

Citizenship and Rights
Chair: Mr. Ciaran Burke
	Session 3: 
Research Methodology
Chair: Ms. Jennifer Duffy

	Niki Stavrakaki (TCD)

Using Diaries in Educational Research

Ursula Nolan (UCD)

The Classroom: A model of Emancipation or Constraint?

Colleen Doyle (UCD)

Self-study, Mixed methods and the Mammies of Ireland
	 Máirín Wilson (TCD)

Citizenship Indeed: Civic, Social and Political Education
Elizabeth D. Welty (QUB)

How do teachers and students interpret Citizenship and Diversity in the Global Era? A comparative study between North and South of Ireland
	Deirdre McGillicuddy (UCD)

A Study of Ability-grouping in Irish Primary Schools; Capturing the Children’s Voice(s)

James Nelson (QUB)

Investigating Inter-school Collaborations using a Grounded Theory Approach

Austin Hanley (TCD)

Researchers in Engineering Research Centres

	11:00-12:00
	Parallel Sessions

	Session 1: 
Family and Education
Chair: Conor Reale
	Session 2:
General Issues in Education
Chair: Dr. Dympna Devine
	Session 3:  

Leadership issues in the School
Chair: Dr. Caitlin Donnelly

	Brigid Bennet (UCD)

Partnership between parents and teachers in school decision-making: Is it worth exploring further?

Melanie Ní Dhuinn (TCD)

An evaluation of the influence of family social and cultural capital on the educational outcomes of Irish second-level students from a variety of socio-economic backgronds
	Sarah Fahy-Hillas (UCD)

Church State relations and the Control of Education in Ireland 1922-59

Jennifer Hennessy (UL)

Resourcing the Leaving Certificate poetry classroom: An examination of current practices

Finn Ó Murchú (UCC)

Positioning Teacher and Student Engagement with Team-Teaching 

	Genevieve T. Murray (TCD)

Teacher-on-teacher workplace bullying: An in-depth study in post-primary schools in Ireland

Margaret Corcoran

An Analysis on Distributed Leadership in Irish Post primary Schools

Richard Byrne (UCD)
Principals’ perceptions of the distinctiveness of Catholic secondary education in Dublin – some initial findings

	12:00 
	Conference Close
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Abstracts
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Andrea Doherty (Poster)

School of Education, Queens University Belfast
adoherty33@qub.ac.uk
Is play worth the time and effort?  A poster presentation investigating how play activities develop child language ability
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Research into play dates back as far as the 19th century.  Groos, Hall, Piaget and Vygotsky, to name a few, have investigated the phenomenon of play and have found it to have substantial benefits in many aspects of children’s and, not to mention adult’s lives.  Nowadays, however, there are attitudes of “Education, Education, Education,” (Tony Blair, 1996) and “Teaching to the Test” (Jozefkowicz, 2006).  Some teachers see play as a waste of time and as unnecessary “mucking about” (Ivimey, 1974, p. 17), and so do not afford children this valuable time.   As a result, we see children with poor play skills, poor language and inept social skills.  My research focusses on Vygotsky’s theory of play and specifically looks at the aspects of language and language development.  In July 2010 I will be attending the International Cultural-Historical Summer School in Moscow to see Vygotsky’s theories in practise in primary schools.  

Beginning in September 2010, collaborations with a reception class, their teacher and their parents, will allow me to develop a range of play activities.  Video recordings of these, as well as recordings by the parents at home can be analysed, in relation to the language used while the children play.  Child-friendly video cameras will be available for the children to use.  The footage will be replayed to the children who will then have the opportunity to express their thoughts and opinions about the play activities at this stage.  This discussion too, will be recorded and analysed.  What I hope my research will uncover is that different forms of play do affect language ability in varying degrees.  The most effective types of play in relation to development may then become evident.

Anita Gracie.
Queens University Belfast
agracie01@qub.ac.uk
Newcomer Students in Irish Secondary Schools – A Case Study.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This paper outlines my research to date on the law policy and practice relating to newcomer students in Irish secondary schools. So far there has been little research carried out which asks the students themselves and their parents how they have found the experience of secondary education in Ireland and what difficulties they have faced. The particular issues focussed on in this study are access to schools, access to an effective education, participation in school life, freedom of religious belief and practice, respect for their cultural heritage and identity and safety and protection from racial harassment and bullying.

I have chosen to do an in-depth case study in one large community school in the Dublin district where newcomer students form 2.5% of the total school population. I will carry out an online survey of all newcomer students and will then follow this up with individual semi-structured interviews with the Principal and two or three students per year group, and then focus group interviews with staff and parents of newcomer students.

Anne Moloney

School of Education, University College Dublin 
anne.moloney@ucd.ie
Knowledge for teaching: Exploring Teachers Views
​​​-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Teaching is widely acknowledged as a complex endeavour requiring a broad spectrum of skills, competences and dispositions including knowledge of subject matter, knowledge of learners, individual difference, and knowledge of pedagogy. Studies on the professions suggest a shared knowledge base is one of the defining features of a profession. This study part of a larger study for the PhD in Education, aims to explore the aspects of teacher knowledge considered important by teachers. A pilot study instrument broadly based on areas of teacher knowledge reported by Heggen, (2008) will use projective techniques to examine the extent to which teachers rate the importance of areas of academic knowledge, practical knowledge and relational knowledge. Textual content analysis will be used to identify emerging themes and discussion will focus on implications for the design and development of the broader study on teacher knowledge base in the workplace.
Austin Hanley
Athlone Institute of Technology

ahanley@ait.ie
Researchers in Engineering Research Centres
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The world in which researchers operate is as diverse as those who occupy it. It is shaped by government policy and investment decisions, by the university and/or the research centre and above all, by what motivates researchers themselves. This paper looks at emerging results from a study of seven engineering research groups and one R&D centre located within the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and England which tries to identify what ‘forces’ are at play that motivate researchers and shape their environment. Eight Focus Groups, comprising diverse researcher types ( Post-Doctoral, Doctoral, and Contract researchers) are drawn from a broad international cohort, together with interviews conducted with five research directors, provides the background data for the study.  The main themes that have emerged so far are professional, political and institutional, in addition to the personal motivation of researchers. The paper focuses particularly on the researcher’s attachment to different organisational boundaries, the changing relationship to industry, their perspectives on leadership and the different stages of maturity that each group is going through.  

Bernadette Fitzgerald 

School of Education, University College Dublin

fitzgeraldbernadette@hotmail.com
The Experiences of Muslim Pupils in Non Islamic Schools

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Islam is the fastest growing faith in Ireland, yet many pupils who self identify as Muslims are educated in schools designed to meet the needs of Catholic-Christian pupils only. This raises questions regarding the experiences of Muslim pupils in Catholic Voluntary Secondary Schools in Ireland and the extent to which Muslim values in education are congruent with Catholic-Christian values. 

These questions form part of broader doctoral research but this presentation will focus only on existing knowledge of the experiences of, and challenges faced by, Muslim pupils attending non Islamic schools. It illuminates the findings of a literature review on Muslim pupils’ experience of curriculum, interpersonal relationships, teacher attitudes, academic attainment and religious practices in faith schools and “neutral” schools. It also explores the concept of Islamophobia and illuminates how Muslim pupils’ faith identity intersects with non Islamic school cultures in the post 9/11 era and the implications for pupils’ educational engagement, inclusion and social cohesion.
Brigid Bennett

School of Education, University College Dublin

bennettbrigid@gmail.com
Partnership between parents and teachers in school decision making: Is it worth exploring further?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 ‘Partnership with parents’ is a phrase frequently used in educational literature, sometimes without the complexities of genuine partnership between teachers/schools and parents being acknowledged. Perspectives on the role of parents in education have implications for teacher professionalism, for visions of citizenship, and in relation to social justice and inclusion. The changes in Irish society of the past decade have impacted on the potential for parental involvement in decision making at school level, and further relevant changes can be predicted. This presentation argues that partnership with parents is of concern to all teachers, and that additional research into the possibilities and challenges of partnership can be helpful for all involved.

Carrie Mitchell

School of Education, Queens University Belfast
cmitchell09@qub.ac.uk
Dissolving Boundaries: listening to voices of experience across borders.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This paper aims to convey some of the challenges experienced and learning gained from trying to conduct intercultural research in an ethical manner. The processes involved in working across languages, the need to interrogate the researcher’s positionality and the use of reflexivity to deal with moral issues arising, will all be examined. Using one example of a life story interview, the challenges of collecting and analysing narratives of women from rural Nepal will be shared.  

Fox (2006, 2008) argues the need to embrace narrative as a method of listening to and heeding the voices of experience across borders; a method of dissolving the artificial boundaries that divide one culture from another. It is my intention to consider the methodological dilemmas involved in using narrative inquiry to research across cultures and also to look at the potential for dissolving boundaries through narrative research and analysis.

Catherine Merrigan

School of Education, University College Dublin
catherine_merrigan@yahoo.ie
Crossing the Boundaries of Special and Mainstream Education

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Special schools, in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, are currently operating within a political and legislative environment that promotes the inclusion of students with special educational needs in mainstream school settings. Through a combination of mixed research methods, this PhD study proposes to explore the emerging role of the special school in supporting inclusion, particularly through the development of outreach programmes. This presentation will discuss and compare the findings of the most recent reviews conducted in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland regarding the current role of special schools and recommendations for their future. The presentation will also highlight a recent cross-border partnership between two special schools working together collaboratively to promote the development of effective outreach programmes, thereby forging links between special and mainstream education sectors in both the North and South.

Ciaran Thomas Burke 

School of Education, Queens University Belfast

Cburke11@qub.ac.uk
Graduate Employment’s place within Educational Research. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Education, especially higher education is seen by many as a means of mobility.  What this trust in higher education has done, is to create a state of graduate inflation.  Quite simply there are too many graduates for graduate jobs.

Many authors such as Reay et al (2005) adopting Bourdieu’s habitus model have produced research concerning the classed nature of education, discussing issues of access and entry into secondary and higher education.   I would assert that currently, educational research, from a Bourdieuian perspective, stops at graduation, creating a gap in mobility research.  Through this paper, I intend to put the case forward for an extension of such previous educational research to the issue of graduate employment.  I would contend that graduate employment is inextricably linked to education, to the extent that it could be understood as the final stage
Colleen Doyle

School of Education, University College Dublin
Colleen.doyle@ucd.ie
Self-study, Mixed Methods and the Mammies of Ireland

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In Ireland, parents of new university students are increasingly contacting the university about their student’s academic progress, job prospects, and other issues reflecting trends reported in the USA and UK (Blaney & Levine, 2009). This involvement may reflect the role parents have played in earlier education.  Parental involvement in younger years is linked to many positive outcomes however less is known about parental involvement and higher educational outcomes.  

This project, based on a self-study methodology (Pinnegar & Hamilton, 2009) utilising mixed methods, aims to learn more about how parents view the first year transition to university in a group of first year engineering students at University College Dublin. 

This presentation will introduce self-study techniques, the mixed methodology used to collect data (postal surveys plus telephone and on-line interviews) and some of the responses of parents who have participated in data gathering during the 2009/2010 academic year.

Connor Reale 
UCC

realeconor@hotmail.com
Space, Place and Power: Issues around the transition from primary to second level for students with Special Education Needs
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The transition from primary to post primary education is one of the defining educational milestones in the life of any Irish student. For a student with Special Education Needs this movement can evoke an emotional response, their reaction to which will play a large role in navigating a course through second level. The students’ emotions however are only one part of a wider emotional ecology, an interconnected ecosystem of values and beliefs experienced by parents and education professionals alike.  The patterns of closeness and distance, the emotional geographies of education are explored in this article. Teaching, learning and the practices associated with them are inextricably emotional endeavours which are informed by the values and norms of the communities in which the stakeholders are situated. These values are predicated on the geographical concepts of place and space. In situations where the spaces occupied by the parties become too rigid and inflexible experiences can become coloured and clouded which can impair the possibilities for success proffered to a student with SEN. Very often the root cause of this rigidity can be traced to concepts of power and how the struggle to reconcile the differing notions can create a fragmented educational vista. Emotions in this case impact on rather than interact with each other. 

Deirdre McGillicuddy

School of Education, University College Dublin

Deirdre.mcgillicuddy@ucdconnect.ie
A Study of Ability Grouping in Irish Primary Schools; Capturing Children’s Voice(s)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
There is smart maths, there's medium maths … and there is dumb maths (Caitríona).

International research has suggested that the use of ability grouping in the classroom can have a profound impact on the emergence of children’s learner identities while also influencing their academic and social experiences in school (Boaler, 2005, Hallam, et al., 2004, Hallinan, 2006, Ireson, 2008). This study endeavours to explore such issues through a process of listening to and reporting on children’s voiced experiences of school as mediated through the practice of ability grouping. This paper will examine the complexities involved in conceptualising and interpreting children’s voice(s) and will also review the methodologies employed as a means for capturing pupils’ experiences of ability grouping in Irish primary schools.

Elizabeth D. Welty

School of Education, Queens University Belfast

Ewelty01@qub.ac.uk
How do teachers’ and students interpret Citizenship and Diversity in the Global Era? A comparative study between North and South of Ireland

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What is the educational response to the increasing complexity and diversity that characterises the Global Era?  In many Western nations, Citizenship Education has become the place where students are being prepared to live and work successfully in the Globalising world.  This paper seeks to understand how teachers’ and children in the emerging multicultural nations of Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland are conceptualising citizenship and multiculturalism as part of citizenship education.  Using a Children’s Right compliant approach to research with children, qualitative methods are employed to find out how Citizenship and Diversity are interpreted and framed. Whilst the north and south of Ireland are close by geographic and cultural proximity, there are distinctive historical, political, and religious contexts which the research findings will take into consideration in effort to explore how context affects teachers’ and children interpretation of these critical concepts.

Ellen Reynor


School of Education, University College Dublin

Ellen.reynor@gmail.com
Reading failure among children with dyslexia and poor readers: An investigation of the profiles of dysfluent readers grouped according to the double-deficit hypothesis.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Over the past decade a large amount of evidence has accumulated indicating that deficits in phonological awareness are closely associated with difficulties in learning to read (Stanovich & Seigel, 1994). However recent research has also focused on deficits in the processes that underlie naming speed as another separate source of reading difficulty (Wolf & Bowers, 1999). Furthermore it is thought that deficits in both phonological awareness and naming speed are additive and will produce more severe reading difficulties when they co-occur in the same child (Wolf & Bowers, 2001); this has been termed a double deficit.

This study is an attempt to group children with dyslexia and severe reading difficulties according to the double-deficit hypothesis. It will examine the relative strengths and weaknesses of the profiles in the resulting subtypes of children with a view to developing a more differentiated view of reading failure as well as a more comprehensive approach to reading intervention.   

Fergal Corscadden (Poster)
School of Education, Queens University Belfast

f.corscadden@stran.ac.uk 

CHANGE? Can Holistic Appropriation Nourish Genuine Education?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This poster presentation explores the link between providing ITE students with a holistic experience of 1st time teaching in the classroom with peers co-teaching and video recording each other using handheld video tools and their expressed notion of a genuine educational experience.  It features a model for showcasing the connection between the iterative nature of processes (recording, editing and analysing their classroom teaching) and the creation of artefacts (the edited, produced video, videopapers [VPs] and multimedia learning objects [MLOs]) and the use of teacher mentors from the school in which they taught and received constructive, critical reflections in the form of observations about their teaching.  It also provides an argument for the importance of providing the holistic experience as an appropriation of the teaching and learning from the teaching experience, which for them was expressed as a genuine educational experience.  And therefore, the links that can and should be forged by other educators in Ireland and beyond.  

Fergal Finnegan
National University of Ireland, Maynooth
fergaltf@yahoo.co.uk
For they know not what they do? Interpreting student accounts of the uses of Higher Education

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The paper will draw on the preliminary findings from a longitudinal qualitative research project exploring working class experience in Higher Education.  

The majority of interviewees have expressed a deep satisfaction with their learning experience and regularly discuss how being in college has enhanced their self-esteem and their sense of personal agency. Does this gain in a ‘sense of self’ reflect the increasing importance of credentials in the labour market, a successful adaptation to, often classed and gendered, social norms, a new form of reflexive individualism or provide yet more evidence of the pervasive use of therapeutic language in society ? Or perhaps educational researchers should abandon the habitual scepticism of social scientific work and accept such accounts on face value? 

The paper outlines the research project and how this issue was thought through through a grounded and reflexive engagement with critical theory and the work of Bourdieu. 

Finn Ó Murchú


School of Education, University College Cork 

finnomurchu@gmail.com
Positioning Teacher and Student Engagement with Team-Teaching 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Team-teaching is where two teachers teach together in the one classroom at the one time. This mode of support is deemed to promote the meaningful inclusion of students with identified special educational needs in mainstream classrooms. This paper is based on an examination of the actions and perspectives of participants involved in a post-primary team-teaching project, with a particular focus on positions adopted by students and teachers. Analysis of classroom interactions and other data indicate that students adopted a range of fluid, dynamic and contingent positions in relation to their own learning and in relation to that of their peers. Positioning theory assists in analysing day-to-day and minute-by-minute interactions that occur in classrooms and in this paper is used to capture the manner in which students, and to a lesser extent teachers, formed and shaped their identities as learners, and the impact such actions had upon their learning.  
Frieda McGovern

School of Education, University College Dublin

friedamcgovern@gmail.com
Border Crossing – Minority Ethnic Children Crossing the Spaces between Home and School

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A growing and increasingly critical research literature is emerging internationally focussing on the impact of the relationship between the home and the school on the education of children, in particular working class and minority ethnic children. This literature has primarily focussed on the how the link between achievement /underachievement, involvement/non-involvement in schools is circumscribed by social class, ethnicity and gender. Little attention has been foccussed on how the impact of respect and recognition for the identities of minority ethnic children and their parents within the relationship might impact on their inclusion/exclusion within schools. Public policy and research internationally and within Ireland has focussed almost exclusively on parents and schools as the main actors within the relationship with the child being viewed as the 'object' of concern or the 'project' of the relationship’. This presentation will focus on the extant literature on the agency of children as they cross, negotiate and connect the borders between home and school on a daily basis.

Genevieve T. Murray

School of Education, Trinity College Dublin 

murraygt@tcd.ie
Teacher-on-teacher workplace bullying: An in depth study in post primary schools in Ireland.    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Bullying in the workplace has become a social and legal issue in society today.  Workplace bullying of adults by adults has created enormous emotional and psychological pain for individuals.  Any person in society irrespective of their profession, gender or status can be bullied at work.  Bullying knows no boundaries of age, gender, level of education, socio-economic status, types or status of job, whether in the private or public sectors (O’Moore et al. 2001). Workplace bullying can occur in isolation with no witnesses Rayner (1997) therefore it is very subtle and destructive and leaves the victim in a very vulnerable and powerless position.  Adults feel inadequate and childish when having to admit to being bullied. Bullying has been a ‘taboo’ subject for so long and many of the reasons why adults are nervous and shy about admitting to being bullied include: embarrassment, fear, ignorance, secrecy (Field. 1996). When the problem of bullying in schools in Ireland is mentioned one associates it with pupil-on-pupil bullying. However, in the last decade findings of research surveys carried out by the INSWB, (2000) and TFPWB (2001) identified the education sector as having a high incident rate of workplace bullying, with the most recent findings of the ESRI (2007) where the education sector had the highest incident rate (14%) of workplace bullying in Ireland.

James Nelson

School of Education, Queens University Belfast

jnelson13@qub.ac.uk
Investigating inter-school collaborations using a grounded theory approach

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This paper reports on the initial stages of research into inter-school collaboration in Northern Ireland using a grounded theory methodology.  With reference to the first stages of data analysis, attention is given to specific features of grounded theory which, it is claimed, set it apart  from other qualitative approaches to research and the question of whether the method is more an art form than a science is considered.

Jarlath Brennan

School of Education, University College Dublin

jarlath.brennan@ucdconnect.ie
Navigating the Emotional Landscape of Primary School Principalship

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This research will investigate the emotional realm of principalship.  Our emotions form part of our point of view on the world, we do not just have them; we exist in and by way of them. Emotions are the result of a byzantine reciprocal interplay among social, structural, cultural, cognitive and neurological forces.  Emotions exist within individuals and permeate the social fabric, colonising every crevice and cranny that it encounters.  Emotions are the gyroscope of human behaviour, navigating the “lifeworld” and “system” of social reality.   Today’s paper offers an overview of emotions as it weaves through both the psychological and social nature of the primary school principal.
Jennifer Duffy


School of Education, University College Dublin

mjduffy@irishbroadband.net
Lost for words or Lost for numbers – Defining Specific Learning Difficulties with Numeracy.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The purpose of this research is to identify the cognitive profile that is consistent with poor performance in school Mathematics where literacy skills are average or above average, with a view to defining Dyscalculia, a Specific Numeracy Difficulty. A Review of current research literature reveals that traditional methods of identifying children with Specific rather than General Learning Difficulties are coming under increased scrutiny. Psychologists traditionally use a discrepancy criterion as evidence of a Specific Learning Difficulty as opposed to a General Learning Difficulty. The discrepancy is evidenced when children assessed with average or above average intellectual functioning are failing to attain literacy and/or numeracy skills within expectations given their IQ. This presentation will look at current theories and new emerging views regarding the nature and identification of Specific Learning Difficulties. This body of work forms a part of a larger doctoral study that is looking at defining A Specific Learning Difficulty with Numeracy and Mathematics.

Jennifer Hennessy


Department of Education and Professional Studies, University of Limerick 
jennifer.hennessy@ul.ie
Resourcing the Leaving Certificate poetry classroom: An examination of current practices

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
While poetry acts as a powerful resource for the creative, intellectual and emotional development of pupils, it is often approached with hesitancy and at times even anxiety within the modern classroom 


(Scholes, 2001, O' Neill, 2006, Hennessy and Hinchion, 2009) ADDIN EN.CITE . This paper serves to explore both the classroom resources utilised by teachers of poetry and the resource provisions available for teachers of poetry in the form of in-service support within an Irish context. The paper is propositioned on the notion that effective teaching and consequently, pupil engagement demands a variety of suitably resourced teaching methodologies. Drawing on Lieberman and Miller (2005), this paper calls for teachers of poetry working within a rapidly evolving society to act as leaders in their field. In doing so it highlights various paths of amelioration in the resourcing of the contemporary poetry classroom.

Jooyoung (Jenny)Lee
School of Education, Queens University Belfast

jlee16@qub.ac.uk
Picture books in the primary EFL classroom

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
It is well known that children’s picture books have a profound effect on children’s language development. Despite the robustness of the findings in first language development, many questions remain about its effects on English as a Foreign Language (EFL). Very few studies have focused on picture books reading in primary English language learning (Lee, 2009; Hwang, 2006; Kim, 2001). Furthermore, most of the research in this area has been done quantitatively. There is a lack of research as to how children feel and what occurs when picture books are used in the primary English classroom. Additional research is needed that explores the experience of stakeholders about picture book reading programmes and investigates children’s interests in English language learning within an EFL context. This would better guide educational policy and practice for primary English education.

This presentation will illustrate an extensive literature review of picture books for L1 (first language) and language learning for L2 (second language) and outline the plan to do the proposed research.

Josephine Bweyale  (Poster)
School of Education, Queens University Belfast
jbweyale@educ.mak.ac.ug
Human Rights Education in Uganda: Pedagogy and Praxis in Primary Schools


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




The 1948 UDHR declared respect of human rights for everybody irrespective of age, gender, race, or nationality. The UDHR declaration lists 30 articles of human rights which are both international and universal, there also other human rights conventions and treaties like, CERD, ICESCR, UNCRC CEDAW and others. 
Following the UDHR, the African countries declared the African charter of human and Peoples rights under OAU and later on declared children rights and welfare. The UN declared a decade of HRE 1995-2005, which emphasized the teaching of human rights and creation of human rights awareness to all people. HRE is intended empower people to protect their right and prevent human rights violations. Irrespective of all these efforts, Uganda still registers a high rate of human rights violations in all forms.

There is a need therefore to examine the pedagogy and praxis of HRE in Uganda. Examine the national educational plan for HRE, the curricular, teacher education for HRE and the nature of HRE teaching.

Lung-chi Lin


School of Education, Queens University Belfast

llin03@qub.ac.uk
An analysis of English newspaper reports to highlight the key words in the English language to aid vocabulary learning in EAL students
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Despite efforts from universities and the government, the proficiency in English of Taiwan’s university students often fails to achieve the hoped-for educational level. The students’ difficulty in learning English can be attributed to an inadequate amount of English vocabulary. Vocabulary is of critical importance to the learners of English as a foreign language (EFL). In respect of vocabulary learning and teaching, word frequency lists have been proved to be effective tools because they offer learners and instructors a way of prioritizing their vocabulary study on the most useful words (Nation, 2009). 

Continuing on from Coxhead’s (2000) study on the Academic Word List, this study analyses the information about word frequency and lexical relationships in newspapers as contextualised authentic materials. Following the approach of Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL), all the news articles investigated are retrieved online from three Taiwan-published English language newspapers. These articles are collected to build a research corpus and analysed by computer software packages. It is believed that the quantitative results and qualitative analyses can be of help in assisting English learners and instructors (in Taiwan particularly) in prioritising the task of tackling new vocabulary words in terms of the order of occurrence or significance.

Máirín Wilson


School of Education, Trinity College Dublin 

mwilson@cice.ie
Citizenship In-deed: Civic, Social and Political Education

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Civic, Social and Political Education is defined as a course in citizenship education based on human rights and social responsibility. (CSPE Syllabus,1996). The subject is founded on the principle of active citizenship and students are required to engage in action projects over the course of their three years of study; in the Junior Certificate Examination for this subject a student must submit a report on one of the action projects undertaken. 

Students are required to base their action projects on one of the seven core course concepts    (Human Dignity, Rights and Responsibilities, Development, Stewardship, Democracy, Law, Interdependence).  This longitudinal doctoral research presents findings on the most/least popular action projects among students nationally, over a ten year period. What trends are there in the selection of subjects for action projects? In what type of action projects are they engaging?

A complementary dimension to the research on the nature of action projects is to look at the impact of this methodology on the role of the teacher, requiring as it does for teachers to engage as facilitators of learning, guiding students undertaking action and preparing them for assessment.

Margaret Corcoran

mmmcorcoran@eircom.net
An Analysis on Distributed Leadership in Irish Post primary Schools

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I am drawn to this area of leadership, as currently it is receiving great attention and support in educational discourse (Harris, 2005, Gronn, 2006, 2009, Spillane, 2001, 2002, 2006) and has come to prominence as a means to achieve the participation of all teachers within the school in an endeavour to empower teachers and enhance school effectiveness.  There is, however, a dearth of research in this field in Ireland and empirical evidence is needed regarding distributed leadership in Ireland.  I am taking a position similar to current international researchers that leadership in Ireland is distributed and the issues which have to be considered are how the leadership activities are distributed and if this differential distribution is effective.  The research will also explore how and if increased participation in decision making leads to greater teacher commitment to the goals and vision of the school.

This research study will exemplify the constructivist paradigm with the use of qualitative research methods.  Case study methodology will be used with the research work being undertaken in four secondary schools of varying types.  It is anticipated that this use of qualitative methods will generate detailed information about interactions within the schools and will illuminate the reality of distributed leadership in the case study schools.

Marian Henry

St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin 9. 

marian.henry1@gmail.com
Exploring Children’s Media Culture 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This thesis explores contemporary children’s media culture.  Against the backdrop of major social trends such as globalisation, individualisation and privatisation, the everyday life and culture of the child is explored. Any exploration of children and their leisure pursuits highlights the centrality of the mass media and Information and Communications Technologies (ICT's) in their everyday lives. Similarly, examinations of the diffusion of mass media and technology conclude that the media both shape and are shaped by the people who use them, thus, an understanding of the the context in which media are used is necessary. The empirical work asks children to talk about their media culture. Qualitative focus groups aim to discover and document children’s own meanings, uses, assumptions and priorities with regard to ICTs and media-related activities and present them in the child’s own words. Qualitative interviews with parents aid in presenting a more complete picture of children’s experience of, and access to, contemporary media culture.  

Marie Lane              

School of Education, University College Dublin

marie.lane@ucdconnect.ie
Mathematical Language and Theories of Learning

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In recent years, research in mathematics education has paid increased attention to the social and linguistic context in which teaching and learning takes place. In the mathematics classroom, language is used to construct knowledge and regulate access to that knowledge in ways that are different from those in other pedagogical contexts. Difficulties posed by the language in which mathematics is expressed can adversely affect pupils’ conceptualization of mathematical ideas. Today’s presentation will provide an overview of the theory linking language and learning and seek to identify particular issues arising from this theoretical fusion of teaching and learning in mathematics. 

Martin Kelly

School of Education, Trinity College Dublin 

martkell@eircom.net
Pedagogy and Emotion: teaching emotional learning through the medium of the school curriculum.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This study focussed upon the psychological and developmental processes impacting upon the teaching of the Social, Personal and Health Education programme (SPHE), as an integral component of the modern Irish primary school curriculum. More specifically, it concentrated upon those aspects directly relating to the construct of emotional competence as it applies to self-esteem, social and communication skills and relationship development. Thirty-three primary school teachers participated in six focus groups, where the focus was to explore their understanding and experience of teaching emotional learning through this medium. Major difficulties highlighted included the absence of a clear mechanism to (a) identify and track children displaying significant emotional learning needs, and (b) to gauge the assimilation and generalisation of emotional learning beyond the classroom setting. Overall findings suggest a more strategic use of group work and the role of ‘teacher as model’ as key factors in increasing the efficacy of teaching methods. 

Matthew Wallen

Faculty of Education and Health Science , University of Limerick

wallenmr@hotmail.com
Dialogic Inquiry as Professional Development: An Acculturation in Collaborative Knowledge Creation

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Using a dialogic inquiry, a group of six mainstream primary school teachers and a facilitating researcher examined their understandings of language learning and teaching.  Envisioned as a unique form of continuing professional development, the participants also collaborated to develop and evaluate actions for implementation in the classroom to address the needs of children acquiring English as an additional language.  Using data from collaborative discussions well as summative interviews with each participant and the facilitating researcher, this paper describes the participants’ gradual acceptance of a new role, that of a co-creator of knowledge.  While still hoping for “quick fix” solutions, most teachers came to appreciate the value of this teacher-driven project, enjoying the exchange of ideas and experiences as well as moving towards a greater sense of agency and efficacy.  An acculturation towards new forms of continuing professional development was required which has prepared the participants for richer participation in future similar teacher-centred endeavours.

Mei-chen Tan 

Takming University of Science and Technology, Taiwan

mtan07@qub.ac.uk
And

Pamela Cowan


School of Education, Queens University Belfast

p.cowan@qub.ac.uk
How Listening Comprehension Strategies Combine with eLearning to Facilitate Students’ English language Learning

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Perception, parsing and utilisation are three steps of comprehension model (Anderson, 1995) that reveals that information undergoes a series of transformations in the mind until it can be permanently stored in long-term memory. How individuals perceive mental activities and the processing of information has been considered a mystery as the intervening and impacting variables between input and output to explain the information processing system of the learner is difficult to define. This study describes the theoretical grounding and instructional implications for strategy instruction in eLearning contexts.  Furthermore, it sheds light on the interaction between pedagogical models, instructional strategies, and learning technologies for listening comprehension activities. It aims to compare how the learners of different levels of listening abilities use the cognitive strategy and metacognitive strategy to explain the comprehension processes that occurs when learners are listening to a second language. Additionally, the aim of this study is to improve learners’ short-term memory capacity of parsing processing when practicing online English listening simulation tests.  Preliminary findings will be reported.  

Mei-liang Lin

School of Education, Queens University Belfast and Mingchi University of Technology, Taipei, Taiwan

mlin02@qub.ac.uk
And

Pamela Cowan


School of Education, Queens University Belfast

p.cowan@qub.ac.uk
Use of Video to Support Students’ Reading Comprehension

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This study will investigate the use of video to support students’ reading comprehension in a cyber university, a virtual learning environment,   during their placement year at a University of Technology in Taiwan.   The students have to successfully complete a compulsory English course which aims to help them to pass the General English Proficiency Test (GEPT) in order to graduate.  This course consists of online GEPT practice and the use of graded readers.  When the students do their internships, they are dispersed on industrial placement in various parts of the island, China and the US; therefore, a mechanism is needed to bring the students together to discuss the novel reading.  A modern and innovative approach is used to develop students’ deeper understanding of the novel, for instance, by using video to show the representation of Frankenstein’s monster from 1831 to 2007.  This virtual presentation, between Belfast and Taiwan, will include an online demonstration of the course and some preliminary findings.    

Melanie Ní Dhuinn, 

School of Education, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

nidhuim@tcd.ie
An evaluation of the influence of family social and cultural capital on the educational outcomes of Irish second level students from a variety of socio-economic backgrounds
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
It has been generally recognised (Ryan et al, 1995; Israel et al, 2001; Archer et al, 2003) that families are critical in promoting educational attainment among children and are pivotal actors in the development of children’s cognitive, emotional and social development (Phillips & Eustace, 2008). This research identifies social and cultural capital within Irish families and its consequential influence on the educational outcomes of a selection of Irish students. 

The central research question investigates the influence of family social and cultural capital on educational outcomes by exploring the rudimentary daily activities, interactions, norms and mores of the selected families through a series of empirical verbal and visual ethnographic techniques.

Data was constructed through an exploratory mixed methods approach which combined both quantitative and qualitative data via questionnaires to parents, teaching staff and school management, focus group interviews with students, and semi-structured interviews with parents, school management and teaching staff. 

Michelle Dillon

Faculty of Education and Health Science , University of Limerick

Michelle.dillon@ul.ie
Understanding learning for teaching

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Background

Laughran (2006) discussed the significance of the relationship of learning and teaching for teaching for pre-service teachers (PTs).  Cochran-Smith (2005) argued it is critical for teacher educators to understand how PTs apply knowledge in the classroom.  This research focuses on gaining knowledge on PTs teaching adventure education during teaching practice (TP) as they learn to become teachers.   

Methods

Subjects in this research are physical education PTs studying in Ireland.  As part of the course requirements participants complete a six week (2nd year) and 12 week (4th year) TP placement.  Data were collected in both the university and secondary school settings.  Data collected included lesson observations, a post lesson discussion, a focus group interview (2nd year TP) and an individual interview (4th year TP).   

Discussion

The presentation will introduce findings on the PTs learning, experiences and decisions as they progressed through their 2nd and 4th year TP placements during teacher education. 

Niamh O’Reilly

School of Education, University College Dublin

niamh.oreilly@gmail.com
Our way or the highway? Analysing non-formal education as an alternative provider of higher level education.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Why is the formal education system the dominant model of higher level provision, does this suit the learner or the institution? Many strides have been taken to address the participation of under-represented groups at higher level; however they have predominantly focused on addressing the perceived deficits in the individual rather than question the system. This session will focus on a possible alternative for third level education provision: non-formal adult education. The distinct nature of non-formal adult education will be reviewed and analysed in terms of its possible role in providing diversity within the education system. Its potential for a legitimate alternative to the dominant system will be explored in terms of issues of practicality and also power and control by reflecting on the work of Illich.

Nicola Ingram (Poster)
School of Education, Queens University Belfast

ningram01@qub.ac.uk
Using Creative Visual Methods to Engage Working-Class Teenage Boys in Exploring Issues of Identity and Educational Success

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Creative visual techniques are not widely used as research methods. However, I argue that art based techniques can be a very useful tool in exploring complex issues in qualitative research. In this case they were employed to explore issues of identity and success with working-class teenage boys in two Belfast post primary schools. As part of the study the research participants were asked to produce self-representational videos and plasticine models, which were then used as a springboard for discussion in individual interviews. Using these methods allows participants the time to think about the questions and leads to a more considered and nuanced engagement with the research. This poster presents some of these complex responses and considers issues of social-class, identity and success through a Bourdieusian analysis.
Niki Stavrakaki


School of Education, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

stavrakn@tcd.ie
Using diaries in educational research
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This paper concerns the use of diaries as a research tool in educational settings, specifically Greek primary schools. The importance of using diaries as a method of investigation arises from the fact that the existing research has used mostly quantitative methods. Primary school teachers who participated in a study on job related stress in Greece in 2006 have stated that the problem could not be fully addressed by completing questionnaires. The current research thus revealed that teachers are willing and need to further ‘talk’ about their everyday experience of stress. The diary method can provide an insight into teachers’ experiences by combining both objective notes and free flowing accounts. Diaries can ‘pick up’ the finer points of explicit educational experience in ways which other major forms of written information, like questionnaires, cannot easily do without being excessively intrusive. The importance of bridging the gap between educational politics and educational praxis becomes evident as well as the fact that curriculum development, professional development, school improvement and student achievement are closely interwoven.
Peggy Lynch

NUI Maynooth

peggylynch20@gmail.com
Mathematisation and Irish students

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
My study considers the ability of Irish fourteen year olds to transfer mathematical skills learned in a classroom setting to real-life situations. It is an action-research study in which the ability of students to mathematise is considered by involving them in the active process of solving realistic mathematical problems. My interest in the area of Realistic Mathematics Education (RME) came about as a response to Ireland’s significantly average performance in International assessments of mathematics such as PISA and TIMSS. I hope to analyse the ability of Irish students to mathematise and hence consider these results in terms of Irish mathematical performance in International studies.

Richard Byrne

School of Education, University College Dublin

richard_byrne@ireland.com
Principals’ perceptions of the distinctiveness of Catholic secondary education in Dublin – some initial findings

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Relatively speaking, little research has been paid to the impact of faith based schooling internationally, and further scholarly research is needed. In the Republic of Ireland, while there has been no tradition of specific analysis into the Catholic dimensions of education, some research does exist. This study seeks to explore the distinctiveness of Catholic secondary education (within the Dublin archdiocese) in developing a communal emphasis and in forming religious, moral and social attitudes, while noting any differentiation that exists between schools on the basis of social class, gender, location and the tradition of the founding religious order. As part of a larger doctoral study, interviews with forty school principals have taken place. This paper will explore some of the initial findings of that research on principals’ perceptions on their role in education especially in building community, developing religious beliefs and particular academic pedagogies.

Ryan Butler

School of Education, Queens University Belfast

rbutler01@qub.ac.uk 

Which way now? The effects of m-learning on GCSE Geography pupils

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Over the last 10 years the application of m-learning has increased within educational settings worldwide. Through everyday exposure to mobile technologies young people are rapidly becoming ‘digital natives’ (Prensky, 2001), making this technology something schools cannot afford to ignore (Becta, 2009; Sharples, 2007). M-learning offers teachers the opportunity to work outside the constraints of the classroom environment providing pupils with personalised, up-to-date learning on demand; however vigilance is key as participation in m-learning does not automatically transform pupils into ‘learning natives’ (Passey, 2009). It is essential that the effects of m-learning are investigated further to enable teachers to effectively integrate this new technology into existing pedagogy. 

The goal of this small-scale action research inquiry is to expose GCSE Geography pupils to two location-aware mobile technology activities. The creation and delivery of each activity shall be discussed and the effects of m-learning, derived from qualitative and quantitative data collection methods, presented in terms of affective and cognitive findings. The inquiry concludes by reviewing potential future uses for m-learning within GCSE Geography and the wider educational arena. 

Sarah Fahy-Hillas

School of Education, University College Dublin

dsarahfahy@yahoo.co.uk
Church State relations and the Control of Education in Ireland 1922-59

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This presentation will explore the influence of the Catholic Church on the Irish Education System 1922-1959.  This influence manifested itself in a denominational, classed and gendered system of education. The Catholic Church’s potent resistance to the MacPherson Education Bill of 1919 and its subsequent domination of the Curriculum Conference of 1924, through the Catholic Head Masters Association, ensured Catholic dominance in the development of the Irish education system.  

Furthermore the study seeks to explore the extent to which Church influence over education not only shaped the structure of education, but also to what extent this influence shaped the employment opportunities of the pupils.  In particular the study seeks to investigate the effect that the Church’s view on ‘motherhood’ and the sanctity of marriage had on the education that female students received as opposed to their male counterparts. This presentation is part of a wider PhD Thesis into the impact the gendered nature of the Irish education system had on female employment opportunities in the period 1922-1959.

Seline Keating

School of Education, Trinity College Dublin

selinekeating@hotmail.com
Traditional childhood play, electronic media, and their impact upon certain aspects of psychosocial development amongst pupils in two Irish Primary Schools.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Excessive use of electronic media, in particular television and computer consoles, among children are resulting in traditional play being displaced and the years of childhood innocence lessening. Consequently “mini-adults” instead of children are emerging with knowledge too complex for their stage of development. 

Research comprised of 3 questionnaires for 3 different target groups namely, 2nd and 6th class boys and girls (161), their parents (132), and the teachers (46) in their schools. It found that indeed electronic media is impacting upon a child’s development in varying forms (e.g.  80% of children had a t.v. in their bedroom and 100% of them owned at least 3 types of computer consoles) and highlighted the dominant presence of television in households by the dangers it poses toward childhood. 

In addition, findings showed the contrasting opinions of parents regarding television and computer consoles upon their family life and child’s growth. Teachers clearly expressed their anxieties for the children in their schools (100% of them believed that t.v. and computer consoles are affecting a child’s performance in school) and outlined the areas of a child’s development being impacted upon that were of greatest concern to them such as imagination and creativity, fatigue, physical fitness, academic capabilities etc.

Furthermore, the research findings indicated the other electronic media that are growing in prevalence amongst primary school children in Ireland. Therefore, societal awareness and action is of paramount importance.

Ursula Nolan

School of Education, University College Dublin

urnolan@yahoo.co.uk
The classroom: a model of emancipation or constraint?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Current research in an Irish context reveals that in disadvantaged areas, “one in six young people leave school without reaching Leaving Certificate level” (ESRI 2009). My study examines how classroom interaction might be contributing positively or negatively to such statistics of academic underachievement. This study is concerned with the complex, dynamic, interpersonal process of classroom communication in a second level school. Through pupil voice and negotiated meanings between researcher and participants, it is intended to co-construct an account of taken for granted classroom actions and processes that generally ‘elude awareness’ (Becker & Geer, 1957). In this paper I will present the initial research process which uses the researcher as the research instrument in order to produce rich, insightful data ‘about things that cannot be easily observed directly by other means’ (Patton, 1990).

Whitney Wall Bortz

School of Education, Queens University Belfast

Wwall01@qub.ac.uk
International representations of formative assessment: Eight mathematics teachers’ thoughts on and practices of classroom assessment. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Many researchers and educators alike see formative assessment, or assessment for learning, as the solution to many of the challenges associated with testing.  However, with any educational initiative, the realities of classroom and policy demands may influence the degree to which its implementation resembles the ideal.  It is important, therefore, for research to open classroom doors in order to bring to light the many faces of formative assessment and how it may be influenced by factors such as cultural context, policy context, school ethos and teachers’ beliefs about learning.  This particular study seeks to do so through observation, interviews and student focus groups in schools in two very different cultural contexts: Belfast, Northern Ireland and Los Angeles, California.

Xiao Ming Lan

School of Education, Queens University Belfast

xlan01@qub.ac.uk
Understanding Teachers’ Practical Knowledge: Case studies of EFL Teachers

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------This qualitative study investigated three non-native EFL secondary school teachers’ practical knowledge. Case study methodology was used to understand the complexities of teachers’ practical knowledge. Data was collected through interviews, video-recorded classroom observation, stimulated-recall and collection of teachers’ written artefacts. The results indicated that the three EFL teachers held practical knowledge about a wide range of issues in learning, L2 learning, purpose of teaching, teaching strategies, students and self-perception. The three teachers demonstrated distinct features of student learning-oriented, subject matter-oriented and student-oriented practical knowledge respectively.
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