
UCD	
  School	
  of	
  Geological	
  Sciences	
  –	
  referencing	
  style	
  
	
  
The	
  following	
  guidelines	
  should	
  be	
  followed	
  in	
  written	
  work	
  submitted	
  for	
  assessment	
  
in	
  all	
  modules	
  offered	
  by	
  the	
  UCD	
  School	
  of	
  Geological	
  Sciences	
  (all	
  GEOL	
  modules).	
  
These	
  guidelines	
  are	
  based	
  on	
  those	
  used	
  by	
  The	
  Geological	
  Society,	
  London,	
  in	
  
September	
  2010.	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  not	
  clear	
  on	
  any	
  details,	
  look	
  at	
  a	
  recent	
  paper	
  from	
  this	
  
journal	
  (http://jgs.geoscienceworld.org/)	
  and	
  see	
  how	
  references	
  have	
  been	
  handled.	
  
	
  
How	
  to	
  cite	
  references	
  in	
  the	
  text	
  of	
  your	
  work	
  

• Use	
  the	
  author’s	
  name	
  and	
  the	
  year	
  of	
  publication,	
  e.g.	
  (Smith	
  1991)	
  or	
  ‘according	
  to	
  
Smith	
  (1991)’.	
  For	
  two	
  authors	
  use	
  Smith	
  &	
  Jones	
  (1991)	
  and	
  for	
  three	
  or	
  more	
  use	
  
Smith	
  et	
  al.	
  (1991).	
  Note	
  that	
  no	
  commas	
  are	
  used	
  between	
  name	
  and	
  date.	
  	
  

• Use	
  authors’	
  initials	
  if	
  required	
  to	
  distinguish	
  between	
  authors	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  surname.	
  	
  

• Lists	
  of	
  references	
  in	
  the	
  text	
  should	
  be	
  as	
  follows:	
  (Smith	
  1988,	
  1991;	
  Jones	
  &	
  Smith	
  
1989;	
  Smith	
  et	
  al.	
  1990,	
  1992	
  a,	
  b).	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  references	
  should	
  be	
  cited	
  in	
  
chronological	
  order	
  separated	
  by	
  a	
  semi-­‐colon,	
  except	
  that	
  all	
  references	
  by	
  the	
  same	
  
author(s)	
  appear	
  together.	
  	
  

• Specific	
  pages	
  or	
  illustrations	
  should	
  be	
  referred	
  to	
  thus:	
  (Smith	
  1990,	
  p.	
  30)	
  or	
  
(Jones	
  1991,	
  fig.	
  2).	
  

• PhD	
  theses	
  and	
  Masters	
  theses	
  and	
  their	
  equivalents	
  may	
  be	
  referred	
  to.	
  	
  

• References	
  to	
  web	
  pages	
  should	
  be	
  to	
  the	
  author	
  of	
  the	
  web	
  page,	
  or	
  if	
  published	
  by	
  
an	
  organisation	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  the	
  organisation,	
  e.g.	
  QEN	
  (1995).	
  

• Unpublished	
  material,	
  such	
  as	
  UCD	
  mapping	
  reports	
  and	
  conference	
  abstracts,	
  may	
  
be	
  referenced	
  if	
  they	
  are	
  essential,	
  e.g.	
  Cowan	
  (2011).	
  	
  

• For	
  personal	
  communications,	
  whether	
  verbal	
  or	
  written,	
  use	
  ‘pers.	
  comm.’,	
  with	
  
year	
  where	
  appropriate,	
  e.g.	
  ‘Smith,	
  pers.	
  comm’.	
  Authors’	
  initials	
  are	
  optional.	
  

• Avoid	
  including	
  long	
  lists	
  of	
  references	
  pertaining	
  to	
  well-­‐documented	
  phenomena.	
  
	
  
How	
  to	
  list	
  references	
  

• Your	
  reference	
  list	
  should	
  be	
  the	
  last	
  section	
  of	
  your	
  work	
  and	
  should	
  appear	
  under	
  
the	
  heading	
  ‘References’.	
  	
  

• The	
  list	
  must	
  include	
  only	
  references	
  cited	
  within	
  the	
  text.	
  Check	
  that	
  all	
  references	
  
in	
  the	
  list	
  appear	
  in	
  the	
  text	
  and	
  vice	
  versa.	
  

• Journal	
  and	
  series	
  titles	
  must	
  be	
  given	
  without	
  abbreviation.	
  As	
  a	
  rough	
  guide,	
  the	
  
volume	
  title	
  appears	
  in	
  italics	
  and	
  the	
  volume	
  number	
  in	
  bold.	
  

• Use	
  of	
  digital	
  object	
  identifiers	
  (doi)	
  is	
  optional;	
  if	
  used	
  they	
  should	
  be	
  the	
  last	
  part	
  of	
  
the	
  reference.	
  

• References	
  should	
  be	
  ordered	
  alphabetically	
  with	
  papers	
  with	
  two	
  authors	
  coming	
  
before	
  those	
  with	
  three	
  or	
  more	
  authors,	
  which	
  are	
  ordered	
  chronologically.	
  Journal	
  
titles	
  should	
  be	
  given	
  in	
  full.	
  	
  

• Web	
  pages	
  should	
  include	
  the	
  date	
  that	
  you	
  accessed	
  the	
  web	
  page,	
  e.g.	
  QEN	
  (1995).	
  
/…	
  



Examples	
  of	
  the	
  formats	
  required	
  in	
  a	
  reference	
  list:	
  	
  
	
  
Brabb,	
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  E.,	
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  E.	
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  1972.	
  Landslide	
  Susceptibility	
  in	
  San	
  Mateo	
  
County,	
  California.	
  United	
  States	
  Geological	
  Survey	
  Miscellaneous	
  Field	
  Studies	
  Map	
  MF-­
310.	
  
	
  
Cowan,	
  O.	
  	
  2011.	
  	
  An	
  account	
  of	
  an	
  undergraduate	
  map	
  of	
  the	
  Agly	
  Massif,	
  French	
  
Pyrenees.	
  	
  Unpublished	
  Undergraduate	
  Mapping	
  Report,	
  UCD	
  School	
  of	
  Geological	
  
Sciences,	
  27	
  pp.	
  	
  
	
  
Deegan,	
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  Scull,	
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  Standard	
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Central	
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  North	
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  Institute	
  of	
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  Report	
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Gibson,	
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  geochemistry,	
  mineralogy	
  and	
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  Scotland.	
  PhD	
  thesis,	
  Kingston	
  Polytechnic,	
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  pp.	
  
	
  
Leeder,	
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  1992.	
  Dinantian.	
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  Duff,	
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  Smith,	
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  Geology	
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  England	
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Wales.	
  Geological	
  Society,	
  London,	
  207–238.	
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  Pondrelli,	
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  Amato,	
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  An	
  improved	
  stress	
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  for	
  
Italy	
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  surrounding	
  regions	
  (central	
  Mediterranean).	
  Journal	
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  Geophysical	
  Research,	
  
109,	
  10410,	
  doi:10.1029/2003JB002703.	
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  and	
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  World	
  Wide	
  Web	
  Address:	
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  July	
  2010.	
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