
Knowledge transfer is key to
UCD-Shimmer collaboration
UCD’s licensing agreement with young technology company, Shimmer Research, highlights the way technology
transfer between universities and commercial enterprises has changed markedly in the past 10 years. The
agreement is for a system that will measure how often and how well COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease) patients use their inhalers – information that is invaluable when it comes to devising improved
therapies.
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Shimmer makes small wearable sensors that monitor the
body’s vital signs (as well as movement and motion) and
record and transmit the data in real time via wireless.
Supplying these sensors, primarily to R&D departments in
universities and hospitals in Ireland and overseas, accounts
for between 30% and 40% of the company’s revenues.

But the company is keen to move up the value chain and
was first attracted to collaborating with UCD by the work of
individual researchers such as Professor Seamus Donnelly,
UCD School of Medicine and Medical Science, St. Vincent’s
University Hospital, an international leader in Translational
Medicine. Donnelly’s research has led to the development of
novel therapies in respiratory disease, particularly in the
treatment of Asthma, COPD and Sarcoidosis. 

Peter Conlon is technology transfer case manager within
the Office of the Vice-President for Innovation based at
NovaUCD. He says that traditionally technology transfer
focused solely on the commercialisation of university-
created intellectual property. Today, however, the emphasis
has shifted towards knowledge transfer.

“We are here to solve your problems not because we have
the technology – although we obviously may have in some
instances – but because we have the expertise and the
interest in working with you,” Conlon says. He adds that the
collaboration with the young and rapidly growing Shimmer
is an excellent example of this. 

Shimmer CEO Kieran Daly explains: “Our preferred route is
to collaborate with true industry experts, people with deep
domain expertise. Our aim is to explore opportunities in the

area of connected health, moving beyond data capture into
understanding what the data really means.”

With customers in a variety of institutions in over 60
countries, including top universities such as Harvard,
Shimmer is spoilt for choice when it comes to choosing
potential collaborators. But it puts a special value on the
pragmatic knowledge relationship it has developed with
UCD.

Daly says he is greatly impressed by UCD’s “business first,
business friendly” approach. “UCD understands our
requirements; they feel our pain and they are cognisant of
our size and scale. They have a good understanding of small,
fast growing companies such as ours and have tuned their
approach accordingly,” he says. 

This engagement between Shimmer Research and UCD has
worked particularly well because there is respect on both
sides. Peter Conlon describes Kieran Daly as exceptionally
open-minded and “a real opportunity magpie” who is not
overprotective about his own technology.

“He comes with an open view on how to do a deal and he’s
always looking to expand his product portfolio. He has
contacts throughout the University and there are multiple
areas with potential to deliver mid to long-term solutions in
collaboration with Shimmer. Kieran understands the job that
we have to do and how we can work together to achieve a
real win-win outcome,” Conlon says. 


