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Section A: The Application Process 

 

Q: How do I know if I am eligible to apply this programme? 

A: Each programme has a particular set of recommended entry requirements.  Please see our list of 
programmes here for more information: http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/graduatestudents/.  All 
applications are considered individually.  The specific applications committee will have to assess all 
the modules taken during an applicant’s degree and individual results to check suitability. 

 

Q: How can I apply to a particular programme? 

A: Applications can only be made online through www.ucd.ie/apply 

 

Q: How does the Application review process operate? 

A: All applications are considered individually. Once an application is received the Applications 
Committee will have a look at all the modules taken during an applicant’s degree and their individual 
results and check their suitability.  If an applicant feels that their work experience should be also 
considered then it is recommended to upload a curriculum vitae as supporting documentation.   

 

Q: How can I apply for a PhD in the School of Mathematical Sciences? 

A: Before applying for a PhD with this School, an applicant must find a potential supervisor. All the 
information about our staff members and their research areas is available in our webpage: 
http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/research/.  An applicant would need to contact the academic(s) 
working on the particular area that they would like to study and see if anybody would be interested 
in supervising that area of research. Contact details for all academic staff members is available here: 
http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/ourpeople/academicstaff/ 

 

Q: What documents do I need to make an application to a taught masters programme? 

A:  An application will not be processed unless all of the following documents are uploaded through 
your online application: 

- a copy of all relevant transcripts from previous degrees/courses taken 
- 2 academic references on headed university paper.  If it is not possible to obtain 2 

references, we will accept a minimum of 1 academic reference and 1 professional reference 
- A copy of English language certification (if applicable to your application) 

Additional supporting documentation such as personal statements or curriculum vitae can be 
included should an applicant feel it will benefit their application. 

 

 

http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/graduatestudents/
http://www.ucd.ie/apply
http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/research/
http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/research/
http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/ourpeople/academicstaff/
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Q: What is a transcript?  

A:  A transcript is a University certified list of modules taken and results achieved throughout the 
duration of a person’s degree.  For the application stage, the School requires copies of the 
applicant’s university transcripts and if an offer is extended to an applicant, the School will then 
request official original university transcripts for verification purposes.  Originals can be collected 
from the School office upon commencement of programme or upon request they can be posted 
back to a specific address. 

 

Q: I have more than one degree; do I need to provide copies of all my transcripts? 

A: If an applicant holds more than one degree, he/she should submit all relevant transcripts with 

their online application as the Applications Committee will take all supporting documentation into 

consideration. 

 

Q: I am in my final year and my final year results will not be available until the summer.  Can I still 

apply to a taught masters programme? 

A: Yes, applicants can still apply and submit all module and results information achieved to date 

along with references and any other supporting documentation that is deemed beneficial.  If an 

applicant proves that they are on target for a minimum overall award of a 2:1, then a conditional 

offer can be extended pending receipt of this award and forwarding of the final transcript to the 

school office.  However, if the applicant fails to reach this minimum award requirement then the 

offer will be rescinded. 

 

Q: What are the English language requirements for the School of Mathematical Sciences taught 
masters programmes? 

A: Courses at UCD are given almost entirely in English. All students applying for degree courses must 
be able to speak, read and write English fluently in order to take part in tutorials, seminar 
discussions and examinations. If your mother tongue is not English, or if you have not taken your 
secondary education in English, you will need to have passed an approved test before registering for 
a course. 

The two major tests are: 

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) IELTS (International English Language Testing Service) 
A minimum score of 600 in TOEFL (250 computer based with test of written English at 475+) or 6.5 in 
IELTS (minimum 6.0 in each band) is required for all programmes. Some courses require a higher 
level of English language competency.  Please note, that in all cases, the test results must be less 
than 2 years old. 

Other qualifications that prove English proficiency may be reviewed by the Applications Committee 
on an individual basis. 
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Q: I have uploaded my transcripts and filled in the online application form – why have I not 
received an update on my application? 

A: Please note that in order to process an application we need to receive all the relevant required 

documentation. E.g. if an applicant has filled in the application form and uploaded a copy of their 

academic transcript but have failed to upload 2 academic references as required then their 

application cannot be fully processed and will remain pending on the system until they complete the 

application correctly.  Due to the very high volume of applications this office receives, we will not be 

in a position to send reminder e-mails in relation to this.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to 

complete their application in full. Please note that in all cases an application will not be fully 

processed until the mandatory application fee is paid. 

 

Q: I have uploaded all required documentation: transcripts, reference letters, and filled in the 
application form and meet all the requirements – why have I not been made an official offer? 

A: Please note that applications will not be fully processed the application fee is paid in full.  An 

official offer cannot be sent until this is paid. 

 

Q: I have been e-mailed saying that a conditional offer has been for my application to a particular 

taught masters programme.  What does this mean? 

A: A conditional offer means that the applicant has been offered a place but this place can only be 

taken up if the applicant meets certain requirements as set out by the Applications Committee in the 

conditional offer e-mail e.g. the Committee may decide to offer a place conditional to the applicant 

receiving a 2:1 award in final exams, a 6.5 in recognised English Language Testing or upon receipt of 

original university transcripts to the School office. 

 

Q: Will I receive a formal letter of acceptance? 

A: Applicants will receive notification of the outcome of their application via e-mail from the 

Graduate Administrator.  If a paper letter of acceptance is required by an applicant, this can be 

processed upon request to pgstudies@maths.ucd.ie  

 

Q: Will I get any further information from the School before my taught masters programme begins 

in September? 

A: Applicants will receive an e-mail during the summer term with details of a programme 

information session that takes place prior to commencement of the programme. 

 

 

mailto:pgstudies@maths.ucd.ie
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Section B: Application Closing Dates for 2013/2014 academic year 

 

Q: What is the closing date for EU and NON EU taught masters applications? 

A: Closing date for EU and NON EU applications is the June 30th 2013  

 

Q: Will any taught masters applications accepted after deadline? 

A: The 2nd closing date for EU applicants only is 20th August 2013 (this is only for programmes that 
still have places available) 

 

Section C: Fees and Funding 

 

Q: Is there any funding available for taught and research masters programmes? 

A: Currently the School is not offering any funding for their taught graduate courses.   Information 
on funding for Research Graduate Programmes is available here:  

http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/graduatestudents/funding/ 

 

Q: Where can I find fees information for postgraduate programmes? 

A: Fee information for the current academic year is available here:  

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/adminservices/fees/2012/index.html 

 

Q: I am a non EU student who has been living in the EU for a number of years.  Do I qualify for the 
EU fee rate? 

A: For further information please click:  

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/adminservices/fees/eu_fees.htm 

 

Q: If I get offered a place on a particular programme, when are the programme fees due? 

A: Fees need to be paid by a certain date, please see the following link for this date information:   

http://www.ucd.ie/registry/adminservices/fees/graduate.html 

http://www.ucd.ie/mathsciences/graduatestudents/funding/
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/adminservices/fees/2012/index.html
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/adminservices/fees/eu_fees.htm
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/adminservices/fees/graduate.html
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Section D: Accommodation 

 

Q: When can I apply for on campus accommodation? 

A: Applicants will only be able to apply for accommodation when they have received a UCD Student 

Number.  If an applicant is successful in an application to a particular programme and are made an 

offer, a UCD student number will be automatically created upon acceptance of the offer.  

Unfortunately, applicants cannot apply for on campus accommodation until their application has 

been processed in full and they have the outcome of their application for the accommodation office. 

 

Section E: Part Time Programme & Timetables 

 

Q: What are the time commitments/contact hours for part time taught masters programmes? 

A: The timetable for the full-time and part-time day programme is the same (i.e. no evening or 
weekend lectures) and lectures are scheduled between 9.00 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. The lecture days 
would depend on the modules selected. Generally part-time students try to pick per semester the 
modules that take place in similar days of the week.  (Note that most modules also include tutorials 
and lab hours).  Contact hours per module per week average 3-4 hours including lab and tutorials.  
Sample timetables for the next academic year are not available at present.  Copies of current 
academic timetables are available upon request to pgstudies@maths.ucd.ie as an indicator of what 
to expect but please note that these are subject to change each year.  

 

Q: Can the Graduate Diploma/MSc in Actuarial Science be completed on a part time basis? 

A: There is no part time option available for either programme. 

 

Section F: General Programme Queries 

 

Q: What is the difference between the Graduate Diploma Actuarial Science and the MSc Actuarial 
Science? 

A: The main difference between the MSc and the Graduate Diploma is that students must complete 

10-15 additional teaching credits to attain the MSc and complete a Research Thesis worth 20 credits. 

These programmes are designed for students from quantitative disciplines who ultimately wish to 

train as an actuary upon completion of the programme. Both programmes can help fast-track your 

career as an actuary by supporting you through the initial examinations of the Institute and Faculty 

of Actuaries (UK). 

 

mailto:pgstudies@maths.ucd.ie


Taught & Research Masters Applications FAQ’s 
 

7 
 

Q: What is the difference between an MSc in Mathematics and an MSc in Mathematical Sciences? 

A: The MSc in Mathematics concentrates just on Mathematics. The MSc in 

Mathematical Sciences allows students to combine modules not only in Mathematics but in any of 

the disciplines offered by the School of Mathematical Sciences: Actuarial Science and Statistics, 

Mathematics, Applied Mathematics/Mathematical Physics.  

 

Q: What is the difference between the HDip in Mathematical Studies and the HDip in 
Mathematical Sciences? 

A: The HDip in Mathematical Studies may be of particular benefit to teachers or potential teachers 

who would like to include mathematics among the subjects that they are eligible to teach at Leaving 

Certificate Level. It brings the student to the level of a 3-year Honours undergraduate mathematics 

major. 

The HDip in Mathematical Science programme is aimed at graduates whose level of mathematical 

training is high, but below that of the BSc Degree Honours in Mathematics or Mathematical Physics, 

and who have demonstrated mathematical flair. It enables them to reach in one year a level of 

mathematical knowledge equivalent to that of BSc Honours graduates. 

 

Section G: Useful Links 

You can apply to our programmes on line: http://www.ucd.ie/apply/ 

Fees & Grants: http://www.ucd.ie/registry/adminservices/fees/2012/ 

Academic term Dates: http://www.ucd.ie/students/keydates.htm 

English Language Requirements: 

http://www.ucd.ie/international/studyatucd/internationalfoundationprogrammes/ 

UCD International Office: http://www.ucd.ie/international/ 

 

http://www.ucd.ie/apply/
http://www.ucd.ie/registry/adminservices/fees/2012/
http://www.ucd.ie/students/keydates.htm
http://www.ucd.ie/international/studyatucd/internationalfoundationprogrammes/
http://www.ucd.ie/international/

