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SBBS Exchange Programme
-
Information for Students
University of Copenhagen, Semester 1 of 2011/2012
The Exchange and Programme in Copenhagen
Fees & Grants Information
Living in Copenhagen
The Next Steps & Contact Information
The Exchange & The Programme in Copenhagen
This exchange programme is run in conjunction with the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences (PHARMA), University of Copenhagen.  It is available for Semester 1 (largely parallel to dates of UCD semesters) of Stage 4 to SBBS students whose project interests and academic suitability are aligned with what is on offer.
All aspects of the programme you will encounter are delivered in English.  Students will register for a research project (25 credits). Students will return to UCD for Semester 2 for completion of the remaining 35 credits of their degree programme.  The additional module that will be required of Erasmus students may be discussed with the student’s Head of Subject and will be compensated by the fact that students return from their Erasmus with their project and report fully completed.
Copenhagen’s Programme Information: Project Information for Exchange Students 
Exchange information: Studying at PHARMA 

Academic calendar 
Danish grading scale
For the project, students will register for an ‘individual study unit’. A list of possible projects may be found in the accompanying research project document prepared by the University of Copenhagen or through http://www.farma.ku.dk/index.php/Teaching/8264/0/.  Students are strongly encouraged to contact their Head of Subject to discuss potential projects before contacting individual supervisors in the University of Copenhagen. 
What is the benefit?   
You will gain hugely from the opportunity to experience another culture for an extended period.  Academically, you will encounter another university system and get to do your research project in a stimulating research environment.  Personally, you will have the opportunity of living abroad and this in itself will lead to greater adaptability to new surroundings, self-reliance, independence and self-confidence.  Furthermore, you will increase your marketability, enhance the value of your degree and make new friends from all over the world.  UCD students who have gone on exchange have described it as the best time of their lives.

Fees & Grants Information
Fees: If you go on exchange to one of UCD’s partner exchange universities, you do not pay any tuition fees to your host university.  Instead you register with UCD on your year abroad and pay your registration fee to UCD as normal.

Grant: A grant of €1,323 for 4 months was available for the academic year 2010-2011, which is indicative of what will be available next year for qualifying students.  Students who are successful in their bid to participate in this exchange will be notified by UCD International Office when this revised figure becomes available.
Living in Copenhagen

The University provide guidance to prospective international students on their website http://studies.ku.dk/arriving_and_living_in_copenhagen/.  
Language:

All aspects of your project will be delivered in English, and indeed English is widely used in Denmark.  Information about English in the University: http://studies.ku.dk/studies/courses_offered_in_English/
For those interested in learning Danish prior to arrival in Copenhagen, the following link is recommended for reference: http://www.denmark.dk/en/menu/Live-And-Work/Learning-The-Danish-Language.htm.  The Sandford Institute (Milltown, Dublin) provide courses in Beginner / Intermediate Danish: http://www.sandfordlanguages.ie/courses/language.html?id=7&section=Evening and there is now a wide range of material available on CD and online.  Whilst not necessary, some level of language skills may help you enjoy your exchange more thoroughly.
Currency & Cost of Living (guide only):

Estimated costs associated with your potential stay in Copenhagen:
	Housing
	average of €400 per month

	Board
	€200-€260 per month (will vary depending on number sharing)

	Books and other study materials
	€130-€200 per semester (may not be necessary for projects)

	Local transportation
	€40-€50 per month

	Estimated pocket money
	€130 per month (will vary depending on individual)

	Second-hand bike
	approx. €100 (to buy – see bike shop link below)

	Current Exchange Rate
	7.5 DKK (kroner) = €1


Insurance

It is recommended that you take out appropriate travel insurance and house contents insurance for the duration of your stay abroad.  It is also recommended that students apply for a free European Health Insurance Card (formerly E111 form) from the HSE through http://www.ehic.ie/.  This entitles EU citizens to necessary public healthcare should you become ill or injured on your Erasmus.
Housing and Transport for Exchange Students
If you wish for assistance in finding a place to stay in Copenhagen, you must indicate this when you apply for admission on-line to the University of Copenhagen. Housing Coordinators at the University are contactable via int-housing@adm.ku.dk.  As housing is allocated on a ‘first come, first serve’ basis, it is recommended that students apply immediately after their nomination to the University.
Due to the large number of applications, the University provides one housing offer per student. If you choose to decline your housing offer, or you do not respond to the housing offer within the deadline stated in the offer, you take on the responsibility of finding housing on your own. As finding housing is quite difficult in Copenhagen – especially from abroad – we advise to accept the offer from The International Office. 

The University of Copenhagen does not offer on-campus accommodation, and exchange students have access to very few rooms at halls of residence (kollegier). Most students will therefore be offered a room in a shared flat or in a private home where the landlord/landlady usually live as well, thus offering students an opportunity to experience Danish life at first hand!  The rooms assigned by the International Office are all furnished rooms with access to kitchen, toilet and bathing facilities. The rooms offered in halls of residence or in shared student apartments are a combination of single rooms and twin rooms. Twin rooms are shared with another student of the same gender and preferably the same age.  

Alternative suitable accommodation may be found through conventional methods (newspapers, online) if students are content to stay in hostels and search upon their arrival.
Bike shops: http://studies.ku.dk/arriving_and_living_in_copenhagen/shopping/2.handBIKES.pdf/.  Cycling is one of the most common, safe and cost-efficient methods of commuting in Copenhagen.  Students often sell their bikes to other students or back to the original shop.
Other Links:

Danish Embassy in Ireland: http://www.ambdublin.um.dk/en 

Official website of Denmark: http://www.denmark.dk/en/ 
The Next Steps & useful Contacts
STAGE 1 - INTERNAL SELECTION OF CANDIDATES 

SBBS students considering the exchange programme are invited to look through the projects available in the PHARMA labs and discuss preferred projects with Heads of Subject.  Queries in relation to specific projects or other elements of the exchange may be directed to sbbs.copenhagen@ucd.ie.  Students interested in participating in this exchange programme should complete and submit the attached Expression of Interest form to the Head of School by February 11th 2011.  This will be a competitive process with only a maximum of 4 places available to SBBS students.  Following selection by the School, applications must be submitted electronically to: SBBS.Copenhagen@ucd.ie (see STAGE 2)
Those successful will be notified in mid-late February, and will be advised of the mechanisms to apply for both their subsistence grant through the UCD International Office and attendance in the University of Copenhagen.

STAGE 2 – APPLICATION TO UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN 
The selected candidates will be officially nominated by SBBS on or before 15th March and must then submit an application to the University of Copenhagen, indicating their project choices.  This will be done in conjunction with SBBS.  The International Office will also contact you to apply for your grant at this time.  It is also at this time that candidates who wish to avail of assistance in finding accommodation must contact the Housing Coordinators in the University of Copenhagen, and begin a simple process of selecting preferences for budget, own room/sharing, etc.  
International Office in the University of Copenhagen:

int-admission@adm.ku.dk 
www.international.ku.dk 
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