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CONNECTIONS ... AND RE-CONNECTIONS

UCD Connections is the annual magazine for UCD alumni. With over 130,000 alumni worldwide the network is influential,
interesting and diverse - a veritable tour de force. At UCD, over the years we have learned the importance of the ties that bind
alumni to each other and to their alma mater. In the pages that follow, alumni demonstrate the value of these relationships. We
hope to continue to facilitate and foster connections through our alumni relations programme.

What distinguishes UCD and its alumni? UCD has played a central role in the evolution of Ireland as an independent nation.
Our calling today is no less challenging and UCD alumni continue to make their mark in every aspect of business, politics, law,
media, the arts, engineering, architecture, medicine and the sciences.

Alumni often tell me that their memories of UCD are about the people rather than the place and, although many alumni
believe themselves to be either “Terrace’ or ‘Belfield’, the DNA of UCD is less about bricks and mortar and more about heart and
soul. Over the past year, we have been delighted to warmly welcome thousands of graduates who have attended dinners and other
social occasions on campus and we have an exciting programme of interesting events ahead to bring alumni back to the university
to hear an interesting speaker, to listen to music, to visit our archives or to engage in other ways.

I have a strong sense that the UCD alumni movement is gathering momentum, helped I hope by our events and reunion
programme and the call to action highlighted in our ALUM~INATE campaign. If you haven’t already done so, do please register so
we can keep you informed about events, reunions and other opportunities to tap into fond memories.

As fundraising is a key part of preserving and developing UCD for you, your children and your children’s children, we ask that
you consider supporting the Alumni Fund, the Library and Scholarships. All gifts, big and small, are greatly appreciated.

UCD CONNECTIONS is being distributed with The Irish Times as a cost-effective way of circulating it. We are happy to post a
copy to any graduate who requests one. Please don’t assume we have your up-to-date contact details. To register, go to
www.ucd.ie/alumni. UCD CONNECTIONS has its own website. Please let us know if you have enjoyed the magazine at
www.ucdconnections.ie. And finally, once an alumnus always a alumnus; you are welcome to visit and re-connect any time.

AINE GIBBONS, VICE-PRESIDENT FOR DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI RELATIONS

THE UNIVERSITY OF LIFE

EMMA DONOGHUE
NOVELIST AND PLAYWRIGHT (BA 1990)
“In DramSoc’s underground ‘black box’ theatre, I
got the chance to produce my own scripts, with free
actors, techies, and even a tiny budget for props.
Low-budget ones, of course; during The Duchess of
Malfi, the retractable daggers I'd bought at Hector
Gray’s bargain emporium snapped apart, leaving
my swashbuckling actors to bludgeon each other
to death with the hilts. Without DramSoc I would
not have had the confidence to write plays and
persuade anyone to put them on.”
See Between the Covers, page 32

Three BAs look back fondly

RHONA BLAKE

MD FLEISHMAN HILLARD IRELAND (BA 1984)
“My politics lecturer [Dr] Maurice Manning once
took me and a friend into the Dail bar for a drink with
Seamus Mallon. We thought we were in Hollywood.
Naturally we overdid it and got a little under the
weather but of course gallant Maurice never referred
to it again! Maurice had the patience of Job, in
contrast to Moore McDowell, who suggested I stop
cluttering up the department when I failed economics
one summer. I run into both from time to time: we
always laugh about those crazy carefree days.”

See Phone a Friend, page 38
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PHILIP BOUCHER-HAYES
RTE BROADCASTER AND JOURNALIST (BA 1992)
“I was in the L&H - probably the worst public
speaker ever to grace a podium. But it was
UCDFM that piqued my interest in radio
journalism. Which was handy, as I was two
months away from graduating without a clue
about what I was going to do. Oddly too, for
somebody who has just written a book on food
[Basketcase, published this month], my diet for
three years as an undergraduate was exclusively
Guinness and Mars bars.”
See Go Ahead and Argue, page 54

PHOTOGRAPH BY SUKI STUART
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GOING
GLOBAL

Why do we have our beloved watertower nestled in between some of the
tallest towers in the world (including some as yet not built). It’s because,
from Dallas to Dubai, wherever you go, it’s likely there’s a respected UCD
graduate working nearby. Our alumni hold IMPORTANT POSTS THE
WORLD OVER — from the traditional role of an Irish ambassador, to
legal counsel for a thoroughly modern company like Skype. From Scientists
working on groundbreaking research, to America’s enunent doctors, work
has taken them to all four corners of the world: as for their
ambition, well, the sky’s the limit.

UCD CONNECTIONS ALUMNI MAGAZINE | 5
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THE UCD

FOREIGN
EXCHANGLE

Who represents Ireland Inc Abroad? They have CHA RISMA,
INFLUENCE, and DEGREES from UCD.
What do they think of their adopted countries?
CATHERINE HEANEY finds out.

1 uE Justin
Harman

Irish Ambassador to The Russian
Federation and Ambassador to
Belarus, BA 1974

in the world? Moscow is an
the throbbing 24/7

capital of a unique Eurasian landmass

Where

exceptional location,

covering one ninth of the surface of the planet,
stretching over eleven time zones. I arrived
from Strasbourg with my family in 2003 and I
can imagine no greater contrast to the bucolic
charms of Alsace. It has been the most testing
of postings (though Argentina, when I first
joined Foreign Affairs the year after leaving
UCD, was perhaps more exciting for different
reasons). A cultural divide? There is an
affinity in our approach to culture and a common love of the
written word. Russians are one of the most literate populations
and there is immense respect for Irish writing. Joyce, while
anathema to the Soviet administration, had a seminal influence
on 20th-century Russian writing. I was delighted to initiate
the commissioning of a life-size bronze statue of Joyce in the
centre of Moscow. Most memorable? A week with Russian

6 | UCD CONNECTIONS ALUMNI MAGAZINE

friends on the Solevetsky Islands in the
White Sea, close to the Arctic Circle. This
site combines two central and contrasting
trends in Russia: it is the location of a
beautiful 15th-century monastery complex
which reflects the deep-seated function of
religion in Russian history and society. It
was also the site of the notorious prison
camp opened under Lenin, described as
the ‘Mother of the Gulag’ by Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn, and chillingly underlines the
scale of horror suffered by Russians under
Soviet totalitarianism. Your Moscow
haunt? A favourite is the Petrovich Club, a
quirky restaurant in the Chisty Prudi area.
Some of the irony of the menu and décor
may be lost on people who did not grow
up in the Brezhnev era - but it is a great, fun spot. Favourite
cultural institution? The small estate at Melikhovo, south
of Moscow, which Chekhov bought in 1892. He was also
the local doctor and wrote over 40 of his major works there,
including The Seaguill and Uncle Vanya. The atmosphere has
been lovingly recreated in an idyllic setting. Fustin Harman
will take up a new post in Madrid in September 2009.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY EMMET MULLINS



2 HE Anne
§ Barrington
Irish Ambassador to
Tanzania, BA 1976;
diploma in European Law, 1996

Where in the world? Tanzania [in
Central East Africa], even in recession, is
an ambitious country with challenges very
similar to those we faced some years ago.
Ireland has been engaged in supporting
agriculture in Tanzania for a long time. The
international Hunger Task Force report
was issued last year. With our Embassy
colleague Dr Sizya Lugeye in the chair (he
is also a graduate of UCD), Ireland is set to
lead the development partners’ agriculture
group this year. The Irish in Tanzania
The Irish community here is small; the Irish
Society of Tanzania reckons there are about
130, of whom 25 are missionaries [ Tanzania
has a population of 36 million]. The missionaries have made
a tremendous contribution to education and health. The
government-to-government aid of today very much follows
their tradition. Cultural ties Tanzania and Ireland have so

many things in common; we share a common history, both

3 HE Margaret
Hennessy
Ambassador to the Council
of Europe, BA 1973

Where in the world?
The Council of Europe, one of the first

European institutions set up after World
War Two, celebrates its 60th anniversary
this year. Ireland was one of the ten
founder members of the Council, which
now has amembership of 47 countries, and
has its headquarters in Strasbourg. One
of Ireland’s three original representatives
at the Hague Congress in 1948, where the
idea of the Council was germinated, was
former UCD President Michael Tierney.
Ireland has, over the years, taken its
obligations under the Council seriously.
Most memorable moment? President
McAleese’s visit in June of this year stands out. She came

to mark the 60th anniversary of the Council and addressed

UCD diplomats | ALUMNI GLOBETROTTERS |

countries gaining independence from
Britain - for Tanzania in the 1960s. The
founding father, Julius Nyerere, saw Ireland
as a model. Recent visits, including by the
President and the Taoiseach, have all helped
to cement the friendship between the two
countries and to underpin the similarities in
our global outlook. The Prime Minister of
Tanzania visited Ireland in February 2009,
addressing students at UCD. Strong links
between UCD and the University of Dar es
Salaam will help solidify relationships into
the future. Culture shock I was taken
aback at first by the cultural diversity, as
Muslim, Christian and animist traditions
co-exist harmoniously. The efforts to which
Tanzanians go to be tolerant and inclusive
at official and unofficial functions is an
eye-opener. Shared values Tanzanians
tend to be as passionate about their country as we are about
Ireland and we both claim to come from the most beautiful
country in the world! Favourite landmark? Ngorongoro
Crater, where pastoral communities of Maasai people herd
cattle alongside wild animals including lions, rhinoceros and

hyenas. A unique experience.

the Parliamentary Assembly. Unique
1 selling point? The ease with which
one can get around on foot or by bicycle.
Strasbourg is a little, well-hidden, jewel
of a city. Favourite restaurant?
Buerchiesel, near the Council head-
quarters, combines excellence with
simplicity and a modern approach. Best
gallery? My favourite is Unterlinden, in
Colmar, in Alsace, about 60 kilometres
from Strasbourg. It is housed in an old
monastery and the master work is the
Issenheim altarpiece. City living I'm
lucky to live and work near the Orangerie
Park. It has a friendly family atmosphere
and there are marvellous avenues of
trees, some of which are home to storks.
City of culture The Opéra du Rhin has
an excellent programme of performances
of opera, recitals and dance. I took out an abonnement last

autumn and enjoy very much going there with friends.
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4 HE Anne

] Andersen

Ambassador to France,

BA 1972

Where in the world? Paris, a stunning city

of course. This is my first bilateral posting as
Ambassador to a country rather than to an
organisation (previous assignments were to the
European Union and, before that, the UN in
Geneva). The bilateral work is quite different
- very varied and stimulating - and I've enjoyed
it hugely. Irish ties to Paris? As well as the
historical ties, Parisians are conscious of the
Irish literary giants - Joyce and Beckett - who
lived here. We also have the magnificent Irish
College [on rue des Irlandais], that is now a
very vibrant Cultural Centre. International
relations Parisians like our spontaneity, sense
of fun, and ‘can do’ attitude. The French tend
to be more reserved and formal, but they have

some iconic moments during France’s EU
presidency, seeing big Irish cultural successes
here, and savouring this year’s Six Nations
triumph. The photo album is full ... Favourite
gallery? I love the Musée Marmottan, beside
the Ranelagh Gardens. Unlike the bigger tourist
draws, it’s usually calm and quiet. The collection
of Impressionist paintings is stunning.
Favourite park? It’s always a pleasure to stroll
or read a book in the Jardin du Palais Royal. It’s
intimate in size and beautifully planted for all
seasons. What is your favourite shop? I like
the concept - and the reality - of Merci, a new
shop on boulevard Beaumarchais in the Bastille
area. It combines chic and charity with proceeds
going to children in Madagascar. Very French:
philanthropy with flair. Your Paris secret?
The Musée Jacquemart-André. It’s a beautiful
1860s building that houses the art and furniture
collection of the connoisseur couple who built

a real feeling for quality of life, and are instinctively elegant.  it. It’s also within walking distance of the Embassy and has a
Memorable moment? There have been so many: presenting  delightful café. Anne Andersen becomes Ambassador to the UN in
credentials at the Elysée, re-launching the renovated Embassy, =~ New York in September 2009.

Consul General, New York,
BA 1980

Where in the world? New
York, New York, I've been here since 2007.
Ties between New York and Ireland - as

strong as ever? As strong but changing, as
Ireland and New York change. Many young Irish
come for work experience but don’t necessarily
stay and put down roots as they once did.
We want to encourage this - developing new
working visa arrangements with the US is very
important. There’s strong social and practical
support for new arrivals now through the Irish
centres, the alumni associations and newer
networks such as the Irish Network NYC. The
Irish influence: a thing of the past? The
days when the Irish were the dominant political
force in New York are long over. Now we exert

influence in different ways. Irish playwrights

a season that extends from February to Easter.
Bloomsday is almost as big in New York as it is
in Dublin. Defining New York moment?
The opening by Taoiseach Brian Cowen of an
exhibition of portraits of older Irish emigrants,
by photographer John Minihan. All of the
subjects, many of them centenarians, attended.
The generation that came here in the 1920s is
passing; we owe them every support we can give.
The pride and emotion that night were palpable
and unforgettable. Favourite restaurant?
The Water Club - a restaurant on a boat on the
East River near our home in Midtown, owned
by the legendary Buzzy O’Keeffe. Favourite
cultural institution? I love the Morgan, a few
blocks from our home - a stunning marriage
of old architecture (Charles McKim) and new
(Renzo Piano). The manuscript of Wilde’s The
Picture of Dorian Gray is there. One of the best-
kept secrets in New York is the American Irish

and writers are making a huge impact. A new wave of young Irish ~ Historical Society on Fifth Avenue. Favourite go-sees? The
entrepreneurs is also creating a stir. A great day for the Irish ~ Subway series at Yankee Stadium, the Connaught Championship
St Patrick’s Day is still the centre of the calendar - notjustadaybut ~ game at Gaelic Park and the farmers’ market at Union Square.

8 | UCD CONNECTIONS ALUMNI MAGAZINE
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6 HE Declan
O’Donovan
Ambassador to Poland,

BA 1970, PhD 1977

Where in the world? Warsaw, in Poland.

Open Handed. John Boyne’s book The Boy In
The Striped Pyjamas dealt in an imaginative
way with a dreadful time in Polish history.

Like minds We get on very well - it’s
extremely pleasant to be Irish ambassador for
I was previously Ambassador in Madrid
and Tokyo and Joint Secretary of the Anglo-
Irish Secretariat in Belfast. An interesting
posting for a history graduate?

that reason. Ireland and Poland share painful
histories, the Catholic religion, a love of
family, literature and music and an ability to
enjoy a party. Like the Irish, Polish migrants
Institutions and attitudes are rooted in history perform very well outside Poland. Most
memorable moments? The State Visit of
the President to Ireland in 2007. The final of
the Chopin Competition won in 2005 for the
first time in decades by a Pole, Rafal Blachacz.
Out to dinner? Tradycja Polska for Polish

food; Kwai, owned by an Irish/Korean couple,

so it’s useful to have a thorough knowledge of
the past. Studying history and politics helped
me to absorb not only Poland’s disasters
at the hands of its neighbours but also
Poland’s own conquests. That was then
There has been remarkable stabilisation in
the political and economic systems since for Asian; Jimmy Bradley’s Irish bar; Michel
the fall of communism in 1989. A member Moran’s Bistro de Paris. Eye-Openers? The
of the EU and NATO, Poland’s influence

will only increase, especially in relation to S with its superb old town above the Vistula

ancient city of Plock, north west of Warsaw,

Eastern Europe. Cultural exchange John Field influenced  River, and the public transport system. The rolling stock may
Frederick Chopin. Seamus Heaney is greatly admired. Chris not be state-of-the art, but one ticket works on all vehicles - and
Binchy imagined the Polish emigrant experience in his novel  the service is reliable ... in all weathers.

[

and with numerous other international and
Ceallaigh

Permanent Mission of Ireland

non-governmental organisations. How does
Geneva retain its identity? About 40 per

to the United Nations, Geneva, cent of the population is foreign, much of it
BA 1966

Where in the world? I have been in Geneva

transient, and many of those working in the city
live in nearby France. The people of Geneva have
for just under two years. Is there a difference succeeded in maintaining their own identity
between representing lIreland at the

UN and being posted to another state?

due largely to their historical commitment to
Jean Calvin and to their historical industries
My role here in a multi-lateral setting is very such as banking. Memorable moment? As
different to the role of a bilateral Ambassador. A
bilateral Ambassador to Finland or Great Britain

(where I have been posted) works to advance

Ambassador to the Conference on Disarmament,
I was chairperson of the 2008 Croke Park
Conference, where a small Irish team agreed
Irish interests with the host government, with an International Treaty to prohibit cluster
business, the media and so on, as well as looking munitions. Favourite restaurant? The Café
after the consular needs of Irish citizens. du Soleil in Petit-Saconnex has an excellent
In Geneva, as a multilateral Ambassador to ambiance and good simple food. Favourite
the United Nations and to the international museum? The Museum of the International
organisations headquartered here, the staff of Committee of the Red Cross which documents,
the Mission interact with the Human Rights year by year, the horrors of war and the damage
Council and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human  we have inflicted on each other. Your city secret? There is
Rights, with humanitarian institutions including the UN High ~ an open air brocante every Saturday in Plain Palais, worth a visit

Commissioner for Refugees, the World Health Organisation,  every now and again.m
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It’s clear the possession of certain key characteristics 1s essential
to succeed in the challenging arena of scientific research. An
INSATIABLE CURIOSITY, an ability to JUGGLE LECTURING,
SUPERVISORY and RESEARCH responsibilities, being disciplined
enough to take time out to regularly write up and publish your
findings in order to secure funding and enhance your reputation
internationally ... The ability to do all of these in combination
with the demands imposed by motherhood is truly to be admired.



| WOMEN SCIENTISTS |

The tagline for the prestigious I’Oréal-UNESCO Research Fellowships
for Women in Science i1s “THE WORLD NEEDS SCIENCE ... SCIENCE
NEEDS WOMEN”, and both assertions are embodied in the remarkable
achievements of doctors LYDIA LYNCIH (a recipient of one such Fellowship)
EMMA TEELING and EMMELINE HILIL. These extraordinary women
have in common the influence of strong female role models in their early
lives. Lynch was inspired by her secondary school science teacher and when
Teeling and Hill were teenagers, both their mothers secured post-graduate
degrees in psychology from UCD. Now these outstanding scientists are
themselves admired, as they push the boundaries of our knowledge and play
an important role in putting Ireland firmly on the international research
map. And all three believe their university provides the supportive and
progressive environment necessary for them to engage in their cutting-edge,
internationally-lauded research, as ELEANOR FITZSIMONS finds out.

s a child Emma
Teeling,  opposite,
never stopped asking
questions. “I was

fascinated by the
natural world. Mum and Dad took me to
a lecture about Halley’s Comet in Dunsink
Observatory and I thought it was the most
interesting thing I'd ever heard.” Dad is Dr
John Teeling (BComm 1966; MEconSc
1967), founder and chairman of Cooley
Distillery and fondly remembered by those
former students of business administration
he once lectured as a member of UCD’s
Commerce faculty. “I'm the black sheep
of the family,” laughs Teeling. “Both my
brothers went into the business but I only
ever wanted a career in science.” She put
medicine first on her CAO form but was
confronted with stark reality before the
Leaving Cert. “On Christmas Eve, I found
myself in Casualty with my grandmother.
I was horrified when I saw what being a
doctor actually entailed.” Opting instead to
study science in UCD, she is delighted that
her pioneering research into the molecular
evolution of sensory perception in bats now
feeds directly back into medicine.

DR EMMA TEELING

Dr Teeling cites curiosity as a key
driver: “In school, I'd finish my text
books and then turn to Scientific American
for more information.” That insatiable
inquisitiveness remains. “I have questions
that literally drive me mad if I can’t
answer them.” Her parents were very
supportive and her father in particular
encouraged her to relentlessly pursue her
goals. It’s a trait she admires in others:
“Any student who shows enthusiasm
is ahead of the game as it shows how

serious they are”

Her pioncering
researcl into sensory
perception in bats
now feeds directly
back into medicine.

Teeling believes UCD’s science degree
allows students to explore all the sciences
“before deciding where to specialise”. She
gravitated towards zoology, specifically field
biology, and studied mate choice behaviour
in fallow deer in the Phoenix Park for her

final year project. “The UCD degree really
gives you a taste of the reality of fieldwork.”
Graduating with first class honours in 1995,
she completed an MSc in animal behaviour
at the University of Edinburgh and the
Cochrane Ecological Institute in Canada,
then switched to evolutionary geneticsand a
PhD in molecular phylogenetics at Queens
University Belfast and the University of
California, examining the interfamilial
relationships of bats and other mammals.
Ground-breaking post-doctoral research
into Genomic Diversity at the National
Cancer Institute in Maryland followed.
In 2005, with husband Peter and son
Fionn, two, in tow, Teeling returned
to Dublin to establish a major Science
Ireland-funded
group in the UCD School of Biology

Foundation research
and Environmental Science. Her team is
now addressing integrative evolutionary
questions, from functional comparative
genomics to population ecology, and
their published work is frequently
cited. “There is a huge push to publish,”
she says. “You have to if you want an
international reputation and funding but

it’s always hard to find the time.”

UCD CONNECTIONS ALUMNI MAGAZINE | 11
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DR LYDIA LYNCH

ad Lydia Lynch
accepted the

place she was

offered to study

architecture in
DIT rather than pursue her passion for
science, it is probable that she would
have delighted many homeowners with
her skills. What is certain, however, is
that the groundbreaking discovery of
invariant natural killer t-cells in the
omentum, a layer of fat surrounding
the organs of the abdomen, would not
yet have occurred. Dr Lynch not only
isolated these vital cells, which represent
our best natural defence against tumours
and viruses, and are critical to the effective
operation of our immune system, she
also discovered the link between obesity
and the serious depletion of this self-
protective mechanism. “My research has
demonstrated that the immune system is

compromised in obese patients. Not only

are natural killer cells depleted but those
remaining are less efficient,” she says.
The benefits of her research are obvious
and immediate and her single-handed
detection of this link justifiably earned her
the L'Oréal-UNESCO Research Fellowship,
a research grant of $40,000, and the
opportunity to pursue further research in
collaboration with Professor Mark Exley in
the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Centre
at Harvard University in Boston.

The foundations of this remarkable
journey, encompassing a degree from
UCD in Cell Biology and Genetics, a
PhD in Immunology, a UCD Newman
Fellowship facilitating study of the
immune system in obesity at St Vincent’s
University Hospital, funded by Sanofi-
aventis and, now, a prestigious place at
Harvard, were laid at St Paul’s Secondary
School, Walkinstown, in the classroom
of Sister Elizabeth Walsh - “a brilliant

teacher who made us love science”,

12 | UCD CONNECTIONS ALUMNI MAGAZINE

according to Lydia. However, things
didn’t always run smoothly. Lynch
attributes her turbulent adolescence to
the insatiable curiosity that was to later
serve her so well. “Perhaps that’s why
I got into so much trouble when I was
young,” she concedes, adding, “I had my
daughter Erin when I was just 15 and
decided that I needed to go to college in
order to secure our future.”

After maternity leave, Lydia returned
to full-time education. “As asingle
parent, I used the one-parent allowance
(£69 a week) to pay a neighbour for
childcare. I then got a job three nights
a week to pay for travel and clothes and
food.” Her enquiring mind steered her
towards science. “I chose science because
every day is different and I love the idea
of doing something that nobody else is
doing, having the chance to contribute
something to human health.” Having
completed undergraduate studies, the
decision to carry on was influenced
by UCD’s Professor Cliona O’Farrelly.
“Cliona was so enthusiastic and made
everything sound so exciting. I wanted
to be her.”

“I had my daughter
Erin when I was
just 15 and decided
that I needed to go
to college 1n order to
secure our future ...”

The temporary move to Boston, with
partner Paul, daughter Erin, now 13,
son Luca, four, and her dad, is proving
to be a very enjoyable experience for
the whole family, “Erin, in the seventh
grade in Junior High, has made lots of
friends and Paul takes Luca exploring
every day. We're having a great time.”
Meanwhile Lynch’s scientific quest

continues, to the benefit of us all.



14

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF THE IRISH TIMES

suppose I always thought like
a scientist,” says Emmeline
Hill, adding, “my interest was
always evolutionary biology
- who we are, where we come
from. There was no question that I wasn’t
going to do something scientific.” After
school, this fascination led her to Trinity
College Dublin where she completed a
science degree and there encountered the
Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser,
Professor Patrick Cunningham (BAgrSc
1956; MAgrSc 1957), who was at that
time engaged in a pioneering study of
thoroughbred genetics. Hill's family had
been breeding horses for years and assured
her that there was little information
available in this field. However, conscious
that a lack of tools at the molecular level
prohibited in-depth research, she pursued
a PhD in human molecular genetics
instead. After a stint at the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation in Rome (where
she met her husband), and some time in
Kenya, she was enticed back to Ireland by
Professor Cunningham who had secured
funding for post-doctoral research into
thoroughbreds.

Dr Hill’s association with UCD began
in 2002 when she took up a research post
with Dr David MacHugh at the Conway
Institute, examining the genomics of
disease tolerance in African cattle. Yet her
interest in horses never waned. “At the
interview, I asked David if something came
up involving horses could I pursue it as a
sideline,” she says. The perfect opportunity
arose in 2004 when she secured a Science
Foundation Ireland Young Researcher
Award: “Immediately I knew this was my
chance to bring everything together.”

Her field of expertise is characterised
by rapid advancement. “What I was
proposing in 2004 is antiquated already.
The sequencing of the horse genome in

2007 has utterly changed the landscape

DR EMMELINE HIILL

and we have the tools to ask any questions
we like now;” she says. Dr Hill plans to
examine the physiology of the horse
in order to gain an understanding of
the importance of exercise as a natural

defence against obesity and associated

Her field of expertise
is characterised by
rapid advancement.

“What I was proposing
in 2004 1s antiquated
already.”

diseases, such as diabetes. She is
confident that UCD is the ideal base for
this undertaking, saying, “I wouldn’t be
able to do this in any other university

anywhere. Ireland is perfect as I rely

| WOMEN SCIENTISTS |

on co-operation from the bloodstock
industry. Also, being in the Veterinary
Science faculty allows collaboration
across myriad disciplines and access to a
critical mass of knowledge.”

Time is a precious resource for this
mother of two small children. Henry, four,
and baby Isla are close at hand in the UCD
créche and she is effusive in her praise for
this on-campusresource. “It’san absolutely
phenomenal facility, I can’t speak highly
enough of it” Juggling everything is only
possible because Hill feels truly fulfilled
by what she does. “There’s never an end to
research. That’s the exciting thing. That’s
why I love it.” Conscious of her role as
mentor to her three female PhD students
and the female undergraduates she
lectures as part of the newly established
equine science degree, she is hopeful that
“younger female students might look at

me and think ‘T can do that”. m
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Who's practising across the pond? M zsswes
from UCD medics in North America.

BARRY D DALY (1979) MD, MB BCH BAO, FRCR, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND -.-!'t--"'
=

Professor of Radiology, Chief of Abdominal Imaging and Vice Chair for Radiology Research at the

University of Maryland School of Medicine.
BACK IN TOWN My wife and I return to Ireland every year, dragging our teenage
kids with us. The new medical school is an impressive building, both from an aesthetic and
functional perspective, and the matured campus compares favourably to US colleges. The medical
library is beautiful - I spent an hour there and almost wished I was back in Second Med, sweating
before Professor Cannon’s pharmacology exam - UCD’s 1976 version of the Spanish Inquisition!
SETTING SAIL After training in the UK and Ireland, I spent two wonderful years in Hong
Kong and, in 1992, I was appointed on faculty at the University of Michigan. I moved to Baltimore
in 1993; it is not unlike Dublin in many respects. SCITIOOIL TIES I keep in touch with quite a
few classmates, some at home, others in the UK, Australia and across the US. We have a reunion
every five years and, now that our classmate, Professor Bill Powderly, is head of the Medical

School, I'm sure many of us will support future alumni activities.

GARRET A FITZGERALD (1974) MD, MB BCH MSC,
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

Chair, Department of Pharmacology at Penn Med; Director of Institute for Translational Medicine

and Therapeutics (ITMAT). Recipient of an Honorary Degree DSC (2004) and the RDS/

bl TIrish Times Boyle Medal (2005).

BACK IN TOWN I don’t manage to get back to Dublin very often but I will be speaking at a

| meeting there this fall which coincides nicely with an Ireland v South Africa game. SCHOOL
( TIES I keep in touch with Desmond Fitzgerald, Vice-President for Research, UCD, with
whom I have worked. MED SCHOOL MEMORIES I have fond memories of lunch
in the gardens of the Terrace with my then girlfriend, Kate. In June 2009, we

welcomed our third grandchild, Madeline, into the world.

RUTH O’REGAN (1988) MD, MB BCH BAO, ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Associate Professor of Hematology and Medical Oncology at Emory University
School of Medicine; Director of Translational Breast Cancer Research Program,

Emory Winship Cancer Institute.

BACK IN TOWN I visit usually at least twice a year and I've seen the new

Milwaukee from 1994-1995, Chicago 1995-2003 and in Atlanta ever since. SCHOOL TIES
I’'m still in touch with classmates from my year, Patrick Murray, for example, and, ot course, I am
also president of the North American UCD Medical Graduates Association. M11) SCHOOT.
MEMORIES I remember, in particular, the library in Earlsfort Terrace. Not much

medical school - it is very impressive! SETTING SATI I have been in the US since 1994, in |

studying was done but it was a great place to socialise!
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DESMOND BOHN (1969), MB BCH FFARCS MRCP

' l FRCPC TORONTO, CANADA
\ | . Professor of Anaesthesia and Paediatrics, University of Toronto; Chief, Department of Critical
|

\ Care Medicine, The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto.

Il'l |'I BACK IN TOWN I return frequently as my wife is from Dublin, I have two brothers who live
ere and my daughter is in medical school at . My son is also working in Dublin. SE S/

'E| there and my daughter is in medical school at RCSI. My son is al king in Dublin. SETTING SATL

After training in anaesthesia in Bristol, I was leaning towards a career in intensive care but, at the time, there

were no training programmes in the UK or Ireland so I went to The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. I

\ did go back and forth a couple of times but I returned to SickKids in 1980 to pursue full-time intensive care
as a career. SCHOOL TIES The class of 1969 have met every five years since 1979 and held a 40-year
reunion in Killarney, in June 2009. One of my colleagues in the Department of Critical Care Medicine is
UCD graduate Brian Kavanagh and we have had many UCD trainees over the years. I am also involved in the

- Irish Paediatric Critical Care Network, which is developing services for the new National Paediatric Hospital.

MED SCHOOI: MEMORIES To be a student in Dublin in the late 1960s - an era of great change

- was very exciting. The medical school has come a long way from Pre-Med lectures in Merrion Square and

ﬂ li ; :
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center; Honorary Fellowship award of UCD

School of Medicine & Medical Science (2008). , ( '

the intimate atmosphere of Earlsfort Terrace.

PATRICK J BOLAND (1967) MB BCH MD, FRCSI FRCS, NEW YORK

Senior member of the Orthopaedic Service, Departmment of Surgery at Memorial

BACK IN TOWN I return frequently and, this summer, I will be a visiting lecturer in the
department of Orthopaedic Surgery. SETTING SAIIL I have studied and worked in the US
since 1981. Prior to that, I spent five years training in the UK. SCHOOIL TIES I keep in
touch with several alumni, both medical and non-medical, in UCD and elsewhere: Professor
Bill Powderly and Professor Bill Hall, both at UCD, Trevor McGill, Professor of Otology and
Laryngology, Harvard Medical School, and Coilin Owens, Professor of English at George Mason

University, Fairfax, Virginia.

RALPH W DE VERE WHITE (1970) MD, MB BCH BAO
il SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

:ﬂ |

\ 1 \ Director of UC Davis NCI Cancer Center, Associate Dean for Cancer Programs,
I"-.I Professor, Department of Urology.

BACK IN TOWN I return every year, both as a guest of Science

|
' \l
tf

Foundation Ireland (SFI) and to review grants for the Irish Cancer Society.
Also, to visit my family. SIET"TIN G SAIL I began my urology residency,

_ at Duke University, North Carolina, in 1974. I then went to the faculty RE-CONNECT
3 of Boston University, then New York-Presbyterian, the University by jOil’lil’lg the
Hospital of Columbia and Cornell. I came to UC Davis in 1994 and UCD Medical

became Director of the Cancer Center in 1