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TEACHING & EDUCATION 

Sector Background 

A rewarding, demanding and consistently popular career path, teaching remains a sector that is in 

demand amongst graduates. Teaching offers the opportunity to work in a creative and challenging 

environment with young people. Numbers applying for teaching in all areas of the sector remain 

high, despite recent cuts in pay to new entrants to the profession. Teaching jobs are advertised in 

national newspapers but more so on the website www.educationposts.ie.  As well as classroom 

time, a school teacher is also expected to spend additional time outside of the standard working 

day for preparing teaching materials and marking assignments submitted by students, as well as 

attendance at parent-teacher meetings. 

 

Typical Roles 

Here are some of the areas and roles that are applicable to the Teaching and Education Sector. 

           Teaching            Other Education Roles  
● Early Childhood/ Montessori 

● Primary School Teacher 

● Post-Primary School Teaching 

● Special Educational Needs (SEN) 

● Higher Education Lecturer 

● Adult Education Teacher 

● English as a Foreign Language Teacher 

● Educational Psychologist 

● Guidance Counsellor 

● Management & Leadership 

 

 

Entry Routes  

These are possible entry routes to a selection of Teaching & Education roles: 

Early Childhood Education 

Although particular qualifications have not in the past been essential for working with pre-school 

children, it is becoming more the norm to have a recognised qualification. Employers generally 

look for a minimum of QQI Level 5 or equivalent, relevant to the specific job role and 

responsibilities.   

Childcare staff at registered services participating in the ECCE scheme must meet the minimum 

qualification requirements: Pre-School Leaders must hold a Level 6 qualification; Pre-School 

assistants must hold a Level 5 qualification. 

  

http://www.educationposts.ie/
https://gradireland.com/career-sectors/teaching-and-education/montessori-teaching
https://gradireland.com/career-sectors/teaching-and-education/montessori-teaching
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/teacher-primary-level
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/teacher-primary-level
https://gradireland.com/career-sectors/teaching-and-education/post-primary-teaching
https://gradireland.com/career-sectors/teaching-and-education/post-primary-teaching
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/teacher-special-education
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/teacher-special-education
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/lecturer-third-level
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/lecturer-third-level
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/teacher-adult-education
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/teacher-adult-education
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/teacher-english-as-a-foreign-language
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/teacher-english-as-a-foreign-language
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/psychologist-educational
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/psychologist-educational
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/guidance-counsellor-second-level
https://gradireland.com/careers-advice/job-descriptions/guidance-counsellor-second-level
http://www.careersportal.ie/careers/detail.php?job_title=School+Principal&job_id=493#.V7HDSvkrLDc
http://www.careersportal.ie/careers/detail.php?job_title=School+Principal&job_id=493#.V7HDSvkrLDc
http://www.careersportal.ie/careers/detail.php?job_title=School+Principal&job_id=493#.V7HDSvkrLDc
http://www.careersportal.ie/careers/detail.php?job_title=School+Principal&job_id=493#.V7HDSvkrLDc
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Primary School Teaching 

Undergraduate Study 

Students can study Primary School Teaching as a four year concurrent (undergraduate) Bachelor of 

Education (B.Ed.) in four colleges in the Republic of Ireland: 

● Bachelor of Education, DCU (run in Church of Ireland College of Education) –Restricted 

entry pathway for Church of Ireland, Methodist, Presbyterian, Society of Friends, Baptist 

and other reformed Christian applicants  

● Bachelor of Education, DCU (run in St. Patrick’s College) 

● Bachelor in Education (Primary), Marino Institute of Education 

● Bachelor of Education, Mary Immaculate College Limerick  

● Bachelor of Education, Maynooth University 

 

Graduate Study 

The alternative route to becoming a primary school teacher for people coming from other degree 

disciplines, is to do a postgraduate programme.  The Professional Master of Education (PME - 

Primary Teaching)  is a two-year, full-time Level 9 postgraduate professional Teacher Education 

programme designed to qualify graduates as Primary Teachers. Applicants must have a minimum 

Level 8 degree in any discipline. The PME for Primary Education is offered in: 

DCU (St. Patrick’s College) Mary Immaculate College 

Marino Institute of Education Maynooth University 

It can also be studied online through Hibernia College 

Outside Ireland 

Irish students often travel to the UK to study Primary School teaching at both undergraduate and 

postgraduate level. 

 

Post-Primary School Teaching  

There are two routes to becoming a Post-Primary Teacher: Concurrent or Consecutive. With 

a concurrent degree programme, the teacher training element is built into the programme - a 

wide range of programmes are concurrent, typically those with practical, laboratory and workshop 

elements, e.g. Home Economics, Physical Education, Art and Music Teaching. Most of these are of 

four years’ duration, although some are offered over five years.   

 

The consecutive route is where you complete an undergraduate degree in your area of choice, 

followed by studying a 2 year full-time Level 9 Professional Masters in Education (PME). These 

PME courses for certain subjects are offered in: 

UCD Maynooth University 

DCU University of Limerick  

https://www101.dcu.ie/prospective/deginfo.php?classname=BEDC
https://www101.dcu.ie/prospective/deginfo.php?classname=BED
http://www.mie.ie/Colaiste-Mhuire-Marino/Prospective-Students/Courses/B-Ed.aspx
http://www.mic.ul.ie/education/Pages/bachelorofeducation.aspx
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/study-maynooth/undergraduate-studies/courses/b-ed-bachelor-education
http://www.spd.dcu.ie/site/prospective_students/ProfessionalMasterofEducation.shtml
http://www.mic.ul.ie/postgradstudies/prospectivestudents/Pages/GraduateDiplomainEducation.aspx
http://www.mic.ul.ie/postgradstudies/prospectivestudents/Pages/GraduateDiplomainEducation.aspx
http://www.mie.ie/Colaiste-Mhuire-Marino/Prospective-Students/Courses/PME-Primary.aspx
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/study-maynooth/postgraduate-studies/courses/professional-master-education-primary
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/study-maynooth/postgraduate-studies/courses/professional-master-education-primary
https://hiberniacollege.com/course/professional-master-education-primary-education/
https://hiberniacollege.com/course/professional-master-education-primary-education/
http://www.ucd.ie/education/courses/programmes/coursenameshort,233948,en.html
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/study-maynooth/postgraduate-studies/courses/professional-master-education-secondary
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/study-maynooth/postgraduate-studies/courses/professional-master-education-secondary
https://www.dcu.ie/institute_of_education/dc905.shtml
http://www.ul.ie/eps/node/1151
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UCC Trinity College 

NUI Galway  Hibernia College  

Entry requirements to the PME include a degree in at least one subject which meets the criteria 

for registration with The Teaching Council. As part of your PME application, you are also required 

to complete a declaration form for all subjects you are qualified to teach. Applying for some of the 

courses offering the PME for Post-Primary Teaching can be completed on the PAC website here. 
 

Higher Education Lecturing 

Progressing to full-time employment in third level colleges generally requires a PhD Degree and 

having a number of research papers published. A specific teaching qualification is not required to 

work in a third level college or university. However, over the past decade, teacher development 

programmes for lecturers and teachers in the higher education sector have become more widely 

available in the seven Universities in Ireland and many Institutes of Technology. 

 

Special Educational Needs 

Based in Primary and Post-Primary schools, Resource Teachers provide intensive instruction in 

English and/or Maths to students who experience difficulties. To work in this area you must qualify 

for Primary or Post-Primary teaching in the normal way. A specialised qualification is desirable but 

not always essential. There has been a huge growth in special education in recent years as the 

Department of Education has recognised the need for early intervention with special help for 

some students.  Special Needs Assistants (SNA) are recruited specifically to assist in the care of 

students with disabilities in an educational context. They may be appointed to a special school or a 

mainstream Primary or Post-Primary school to assist school authorities in making suitable 

provision for a student or students with special care needs arising from a disability. SNA courses 

can be completed in one or two years in Colleges of Further Education at Level 5 and Level 6. 

 

Teaching English as a Foreign/Second Language 

Teachers of English as a foreign language (TEFL) work with students from a wide variety of 

backgrounds and cultures. The work ranges from teaching people who are on an informal short 

course to improve their conversational English, to teaching business people who want to use 

English in their jobs. English is used as the main language in classrooms and is usually spoken at all 

times. Teaching methods to encourage the four basic language skills of listening, speaking, reading 

and writing, such as role-play, group work and audio-visual materials are used to encourage 

communication.   

In Ireland, some form of higher level qualification is usually essential for those seeking a long term 

career teaching English as a foreign language. To teach in schools recognised by the Department of 

Education, regulations require that teachers have a primary degree and have successfully 

completed a TEFL course of not less than 70 hours duration.  

https://www.ucc.ie/en/pec01/
https://www.tcd.ie/Education/courses/pme/
https://www.tcd.ie/Education/courses/pme/
http://www.nuigalway.ie/faculties_departments/education/ite/pme/pme.html
https://hiberniacollege.com/course/professional-master-of-education-in-post-primary-education/
http://www.teachingcouncil.ie/en/Publications/Registration/Documents/Curricular-Subject-Requirments-after-January-2017.pdf
http://www.teachingcouncil.ie/en/Publications/Registration/Documents/Curricular-Subject-Requirments-after-January-2017.pdf
http://www.teachingcouncil.ie/en/PME/Applying%20for%20a%20place%20on%20a%20Professional%20Master%20of%20Education%20-%20PME.html
https://www.pac.ie/main.php?inst=pe&ln=e
http://www.education.ie/en/The-Education-System/Special-Education/
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Training Courses are available at universities, colleges of further education and independent 

language schools around the country. Examples of other English Language Teacher training 

courses available include: UCD Graduate Diploma in TESOL, ELT Preparatory Course  for qualified 

teachers and the CELT Course (Certificate in English language Teaching) approved by ACELS. 

 

Relevant Links & Professional Associations 

AONTAS 

Department of Education and Skills 

Early Childhood Ireland 

Education & Training Boards Ireland (Formerly VEC & 

IVEA) 

Higher Education Authority 

Institute of Guidance Counsellors 

National Council for Curriculum Assessment 

(NCCA) 

National Council for Special Education (NCSE) 

Postgraduate Applications Centre 

The Teaching Council 

 

http://www.ucd.ie/alc/graduate/graddiptesol/
http://www.acels.ie/teachertraining
http://www.acels.ie/schools
http://www.aontas.com/
http://www.education.ie/
http://www.education.ie/
https://www.earlychildhoodireland.ie/
https://www.earlychildhoodireland.ie/
http://www.etbi.ie/
http://www.etbi.ie/
http://www.etbi.ie/
http://www.hea.ie/
http://www.hea.ie/
http://www.igc.ie/
http://www.igc.ie/
http://www.ncca.ie/
http://www.ncca.ie/
http://www.ncca.ie/
http://www.ncse.ie/
http://www.ncse.ie/
https://www.pac.ie/index.php
https://www.pac.ie/index.php
http://www.teachingcouncil.ie/
http://www.teachingcouncil.ie/
http://www.teachingcouncil.ie/

