Overview of the Bologna Process

In June 1999, 29 European ministers in charge of higher education met in Bologna to lay the basis for establishing a European Higher Education Area by 2010 and promoting the European system of higher education world-wide. In the Bologna Declaration, the ministers affirmed their intention to:

· adopt a system of easily readable and comparable degrees 

· adopt a system with two main cycles (undergraduate/graduate) 

· establish a system of credits (such as ECTS) 

· promote mobility by overcoming legal recognition and administrative obstacles 

· promote European co-operation in quality assurance 

· promote a European dimension in higher education 

Two years later, the ministers in charge of higher education of 33 European signatory countries met in Prague in May 2001 and reaffirmed their commitment to the objectives of the Bologna Declaration. In the Prague0 Communiqué the ministers commented on the further process with regard to the different objectives of the Bologna Declaration and emphasised as important elements of the European Higher Education Area:

· inclusion of lifelong learning strategies 

· involvement of higher education institutions and students as essential partners in the 
    Process 

· promotion of the attractiveness and competitiveness of the European Higher Education Area to other parts of the world (including the aspect of transnational education)
When ministers met again in Berlin in September 2003, they defined intermediate priorities for the next two years: quality assurance, the two-cycle degree system and recognition of degrees and periods of studies. In the Berlin Communiqué , specific goals were set for each of these action lines. 

Quality assurance

Ministers agreed that by 2005 national quality assurance systems should include:

· A definition of the responsibilities of the bodies and institutions involved 

· Evaluation of programmes or institutions, including internal assessment, external 
    review, participation of students and the publication of results 

· A system of accreditation, certification or comparable procedures 

· International participation, co-operation and networking 

The two-cycle system

Ministers encouraged the Member States to elaborate a framework of comparable and compatible qualifications for their higher education systems and asked for the development of an overarching framework of qualifications for the European Higher Education Area. Within such frameworks, degrees should have different defined outcomes. First and second cycle degrees should have different orientations and various profiles in order to accommodate a diversity of individual, academic and labour market needs.

Recognition of degrees and periods of studies

Ministers set the objective that every student graduating as from 2005 should receive the Diploma Supplement automatically and free of charge.

The third cycle

Ministers also considered it necessary to go beyond the present focus on two main cycles of higher education to include the doctoral level as the third cycle in the Bologna Process and to promote closer links between the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) and the European Research Area (ERA). This added a tenth action line to the Bologna Process:

Ministers responsible for higher education in 40 European countries meet in Bergen on 19-20 May 2005 to assess the progress of the Bologna Process since the Berlin meeting in September 2003 and to set directions for the further development towards the European Higher Education Area to be realised by 2010. Further information is available at http://www.bologna-bergen2005.no/ 
A total of 40 countries are involved in the Bologna process.

Further information

Further information on the Bologna Process may be found at www.bologna.ie.  The Higher Education Authority hosts Ireland’s national information site on the Bologna Process. 
