Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance 
in the European Higher Education Area (2005) Extract 
Benefits of the Process

(i) Preparation of the Self-assessment Report acts as a stimulus and provides opportunities for reflection and consultation, enabling units to plan and manage strategically 

(ii) It provides a critical self-analysis of the activities of the unit 

(iii) It helps the unit to identify and analyse its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and challenges, and allows it to suggest appropriate remedies where necessary

(iv) It is an opportunity to reflect on key issues/forward plans for the unit 

(v) It shows the quality systems and processes which are already in place and permits and assessment of their effectiveness 

(vi) The unit can identify themes that the review panel might consider

(vii) It identifies shortfalls in resources and provides an externally validated case for increased allocation 

(viii) It identifies weaknesses, if any, in procedural, organisational, or other matters, that are under the control of the unit and which can be remedied internally 

(ix) It provides a framework within which the unit can continue to work in the future towards quality improvement 

(x) The findings are validated by external international standards 

