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news
Dean’s Welcome
I have now completed six months as the new Dean of UCD School of Law,

although ‘new’ is a word I will not be able to use for much longer.As we face

into a very challenging year for UCD, I am very pleased to introduce the

start of an occasional series of newsletters which will keep you informed of

developments and happenings at the School.

Law has been studied and taught at UCD for almost 100 years and our

graduates occupy some of the most prestigious and influential positions in

the legal community. The School of Law today is one of the leading centres

for legal education and research in Ireland and is increasingly developing

international relationships with other universities.

The School is continuing to evolve and, with most of the funding in place

for our state of the art building, we are at the threshold of major change.

We continue to develop our existing courses and to introduce new ones.

September 2009, for example, will see the BCL move to a four year cycle as

well as the start of a number of new Masters programmes.

In our research we are collaborating with government through engagement

in a pioneering project on the codification of the Irish Criminal Law and

with other disciplines through joint projects on the Irish State, food and

agriculture.

I hope you enjoy learning about the work that we do in these pages. We

plan to bring you more news in future months about what our students,

alumni and researchers are doing in Ireland and around the world. Do make

contact if you have any news or comment for us.

Professor John Jackson

Dean
UCD School of Law
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New staff at
the school
In the current academic year the School has strengthened

its faculty with a number of important appointments.

Professor John Jackson joined the School in
October as Dean. John came to UCD from
Queen’s University, Belfast where he was
Professor of Public Law.

A native of County Derry, John is a graduate of
the universities of Durham and Wales and a
qualified barrister. He has held visiting
positions in a number of universities, most
recently as a Fernand Braudel Senior Fellow at
the European University Institute. His research
interests lie in Evidence, Comparative Criminal
Procedure and Human Rights and he has
published widely in these areas.

Dr Eoin Carolan, Dr Fiona de Londras and Dr

Suzanne Kingston joined the School as
Lecturers in Law in 2008.

Eoin is a barrister and graduate of Trinity
College Dublin and Cambridge University; he
has a particular interest in the areas of
constitutional law, administrative law and
media law. Eoin was a Visiting Researcher at
Harvard Law School and has published in
Ireland, the UK and the USA.

Fiona is a graduate of UCC and publishes in
the areas of terrorism and counter-terrorism,
international human rights law and property
law. She is a member of the School’s Institute
of Criminology. Fiona has held visiting
positions in the British Institute of
International and Comparative Law, Emory
Law School and University of Peshawar
(Pakistan), and is a member of the Women’s
Committee of the ICCL.

Suzanne’s research interests lie in EU law and
policy and its interplay with national and
international law. A graduate of Oxford
University and the University of Leiden,
Suzanne is a barrister and practised EU law at
the Brussels office of a major US law firm
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton. She was a
stagiaire at the European Commission (DG
Competition) before becoming a référendaire
in the cabinet of Advocate General Geelhoed
at the European Court of Justice.

Sutherland
School of Law
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Our planned new building, the UCD Sutherland School of

Law, has been made possible by a major leadership gift from

distinguished BCL alumnus Mr. Peter Sutherland SC. The

School is grateful to Mr. Sutherland and all those who have

contributed to the realisation of this project. The

development of the building was approved last autumn by

Minister for Education, Mr. Batt O’Keeffe under the National

Development Plan. Additional resources have been provided

by the University and other private funding; we now need to

complete funding to meet anticipated design and

construction deadlines. The building will be located at the

heart of the Belfield campus, near the Quinn School of

Business. We are in the process of appointing a design team

with a view to moving into the new building in 2011/12.



Institute of Criminology
As the only entity of its kind in the jurisdiction the UCD

Institute of Criminology enhances the attractiveness of the

School of Law as a destination for postgraduate students and

as a partner for international collaborators. The work of the

Institute has been the focus of Oireachtas debates, legislative

and policy initiatives and numerous reports in the media.

Crime and punishment are issues of central importance to Irish

society and by bringing academic rigour to their examination

the Institute contributes to the achievement of national

priorities. In recent years it has completed major studies of

prisoner recidivism, public order offending, child pornography,

crime trends and graffiti prevention.

The Institute draws together a critical mass of researchers from

across UCD and acts as a focal point for the postgraduate

community. It organises an invited lecture series each semester,

where leading scholars from outside the country present and

discuss the latest research findings.This contributes to a vibrant

research culture within the School.

In June 2009 the Institute will host the Fifth Irish Criminology

Conference, an international event that will bring together a

diverse range of delegates including academics, policy makers,

criminal justice practitioners and postgraduate students. For

more details see 

www.ucd.ie/criminol <http://www.ucd.ie/criminol> .

New programmes
With more than 1000 undergraduates and 200 postgraduates,

the School continues to develop new programmes. From next

September the traditional BCL will move from a three year

degree cycle to a four year one. Many of our students already

study for four years, either through study abroad options or

when combining with another subject such as French Law.

Moving the BCL to a four year cycle will enable us to provide

our students with a more skills oriented experience of law while

still completing the legal modules they need to advance to the

professions

The Masters in Common Law represents a new departure for

the School. This two year, heavily skills orientated postgraduate

programme, which will come on stream in September 2009, is

specifically designed for graduates who have not previously

studied law. By providing a sound foundation in the law it will

help prepare graduates for careers in the legal profession.

The LLM and MSc in Criminology and Criminal Justice bring

a new dimension to graduate studies at the School. Appealing

both to law and non-law graduates interested in the criminal

justice system, students will develop expertise in the causes and

consequences of crime and in the different responses of various

jurisdictions. It will make a major contribution to this important

aspect of Irish society.
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Research
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Members of staff at the School of Law continue to generate research and to be in demand as
members of expert bodies and as expert commentators.

Professor Colin Scott is leading a project examining the management of risks relating to public

liability by local authorities in Ireland and Scotland. Funded by the Irish Research Council for

Humanities and Social Sciences and the UK Economic and Social Research Council, the project is

being run jointly with the University of Strathclyde, School of Law. Early findings reveal wide variation

within Ireland and between Ireland and Scotland both in the management of legal risk and in the

outcomes of claims.

Recent appointments include Professor Bob Clark as chair of a Government expert group charged with

updating consumer law and also as a member of the Data Protection Review Group; Tony Kerr to the

Council of the Financial Services Ombudsman Bureau; Professor Ian O’Donnell to the Government

Advisory Group on Alcohol; and the Dean, Professor John Jackson, as a member of the International

Expert Framework on Codification of General Rules and Principles of International Criminal Procedure

at The Hague Institute for the Internationalisation of Law.

Dr. Gavin Barrett has been writing extensively on the Lisbon treaty and the aftermath of its rejection

in last year’s referendum. As a result he has been called to give evidence to the Joint Oireachtas sub

Committee on Ireland’s future in the EU.

Dr. Oonagh Breen is a Visiting Fellow at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard this semester

and is also a recipient of UCD President’s Teaching Award. She is continuing her research in the area

of comparative charity regulation, as well as presenting several papers in North America and Australia.

She has our best wishes for her research sabbatical.

During the last year faculty members have been actively publishing in a diverse range of important

publications. These include European Law Review, British Journal of Criminology, International Journal

of Not for Profit Law, Modern Law Review, European Human Rights Law Review, Fordham

International Law Journal, Criminology and Criminal justice, The Howard Journal of Criminal Justice

and  European Review of Public Law.

The School is starting a working papers series in Law, Criminology and Socio-Legal Studies for the

dissemination of work in progress and published work. These are hosted at

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/JELOUR_Results.cfm?form_name=journalbrowse&journal_id=1326286

and distributed by the Social Science Research Network, the leading international mechanism for this

kind of research distribution.

www.ucd.ie/research/publications/20072008/businesslaw/schooloflaw



Codification
The Criminal Law Codification Advisory Committee is a statutorily created body that is

chaired by Professor Finbarr McAuley. This Committee has been given the role of

overseeing the development of a programme of codification of the Irish criminal law.The

codification project is challenging, highly significant and prestigious and involves a

unique partnership between the School and the Department of Justice, Equality and Law

Reform. It is supported by a Secretariat which is staffed by members drawn from the

Department and is located in the School.

Ms. Valerie Fallon directs the Secretariat. In addition it has a Research Support Unit

which consists of a team of full time researchers. It, too, is based in the School and

undertakes research tasks assigned to it by the Advisory Committee. The first work

programme, involving a pilot project on the Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act

1997, is nearing completion and will be available shortly. Apart from the extensive work

conducted to date on codification, the Advisory Committee facilitated the 22nd Annual

Conference of the International Society for the Reform of the Criminal Law. This major

international conference took place in Dublin Castle in July, 2008. The theme of the

conference was devoted to modern initiatives involving codifying the criminal law. The

Chairman of the Committee, the members of the Committeee, and the School of Law

would like to record its appreciation for the ongoing support of the Department and for

the dedication and expertise of its staff.

Twelfth Annual 
Irish European Law Forum
“Responses to the Lisbon Treaty Referendum:
EU and National Perspectives”

The Irish European Law Forum recently held its 12th annual conference in Newman House, St.

Stephen’s Green. The Forum, which meets annually under the auspices of the School of Law,

takes the form of an experts’ meeting to critically analyse a specific topic of European Union

law.

This year the Forum’s topic was “Responses to the Lisbon Treaty Referendum: EU and National

Perspectives” and explored the ramifications of the Lisbon vote and the challenges it poses,

from both the EU and Irish perspectives.

From the EU perspective, it was discussed how the rejection represents another example of

disconnection between the European integration process and its citizens, forcing the EU to

revisit fundamental questions of legitimacy and governance with relevance going far beyond

the Lisbon vote itself.

From the Irish perspective, it was discussed how the Lisbon rejection offers an important

opportunity for reflection on the difficulties of trying to secure ratification by referendum, the

proper role of elected and non-elected representatives in referendum campaigns and, more

broadly, on the role of direct democracy in Ireland.
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(L-R) Prof. Imelda Maher, Dr. Gavin Barrett,
Suzanne Kingston, all University College Dublin,
Mr. Noel Dorr, Former Secretary General, Justice
Aindrias Ó’Caoimh, European Court of Justice,
Prof. Michael Dougan, University of Liverpool,
Prof. Giandomenico Majone, European University
Institute, Florence, Prof. Steve Peers, University of
Essex, Prof. Deirdre Curtin, University of
Amsterdam, Prof. Gráinne de Búrca, Fordham
University

(Standing L-R) The Hon. Mr. Justice Patrick J. McCarthy,
Tracy O’Keefe, Prof. Paul O’Connor, Margaret O’Driscoll,
Lia O’Hegarty, Caoimhin Ó’hUiginn, Dr. Richard
Humphreys, Matthew Feely
(Seating L-R): Elizabeth Howlin, Prof. Finbarr McAuley,
Minister Brian Lenihan, Valerie Fallon



The School of Law’s Commercial Law Centre runs seminars,

conferences and courses on national and international

commercial law developments. The Centre provides a forum

for a complementary relationship between the School and the

legal and business communities, designed to promote

expertise in national and international issues of commercial

law and practice.

In 2008 the Commercial Law Centre ran a successful series of

half day seminars, which included The Arbitration Bill 2008,

Current Issues in Securities Law, Transfer of Undertakings and

Duties and Liabilities of Directors.

All of the Centre’s seminars and courses qualify for CPD

(Continuing Professional Development) hours and points,

under a number of professional bodies’ CPD schemes.

Certificates of attendance are provided to participants and all

of the morning seminars qualify for a minimum of 4 CPD

hours.

Some of the CPD schemes under which our seminars and

courses qualify include:

- Law Society of Ireland

- Bar Council of Ireland

- Law Society of Northern Ireland

- Institute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland

Commercial Law Centre

The Centre has a full range of

programmes for the first half of

2009; to learn more, log on to

www.ucd.ie/clc

6



Prizegiving
A number of prize giving ceremonies

have taken place recently at which our

students have been honoured.

The Bank of Ireland continues to be a generous sponsor of

School prizes. This is the 32nd successive year in which it

has acted as a sponsor. This year prizes were presented at

a ceremony, organised by Paul Ward in Newman House,

by Dr. Philip Nolan, UCD Registrar. The Honourable Mr.

Justice Roderick Murphy of the High Court acted as

Adjudicator of the 1 BCL Tort Essay. The School is grateful

to him for his participation in this year’s prizegiving.

Members of the judiciary have acted as adjudicators since

the inception of this prizegiving event.

PricewaterhouseCoopers held its first award ceremony for

students who received the highest marks in Commercial

Law and Revenue Law. The prizegiving ceremony was held

in its headquarters in Spencer Dock where Senior Partner,

Mr. Ronan Murphy, awarded Orlaith Sheehy a medal for

Commercial Law and Suzanne Mahony and Edel Mullins

medals for Revenue Law.

This year’s Conference revolved around the theme of ‘Legal Processes beyond the

State’. It attracted 20 papers, presented by postgraduate students from Europe

and North America.

Papers were presented on: Law of the WTO; International Human Rights Law;

Social Corporate Responsibility; European Union Law; and Legitimacy and

Decision Making.

The Conference is organised entirely by the School’s PhD students. It has grown

from strength to strength since its inception and the huge success of this year’s

Conference is a testament to the ambition and hard work of the School’s PhD

Community.
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UCD Legal Research Conference
UCD School of Law recently hosted the third annual UCD Postgraduate Legal Research Conference.The

conference provides an opportunity for an international cohort of young scholars and PhD students to

showcase their research and how it is evolving.

Bank of Ireland Prizegiving 

Back Row: Ronan Condon, Gold Medal 3 BCL Jurisprudence, Nicola Harkin, Joint Silver
Medal 3 BCL Jurisprudence, Orlaith Sheehy, James Brady Memorial Medal for Equity and
Trusts, Anne O’Neill, Silver Medal 2 BCL EU Law, Peter Dunne, Gold Medal 2 BCL EU Law,
Sarah O’Meara, Bronze Medal 1 BCL Tort, Alison Shanley, Silver Medal 1 BCL Tort, Beatrice
Larkin, Bronze Medal, 2 BCL EU Law and Thomas O’Donnell, Gold Medal 1 BCL Tort.
Front Row: Mr Paul Ward, prize giving co-ordinator, Dr Philip Nolan, Registrar and Deputy
President, The Honourable Mr Justice Roderick Murphy, Mr Stephen Mason and Professor
John Jackson, Dean of the School of Law 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Prizegiving 

(L-R) Edel Mullins, Revenue Law Medal Winner, Mr. Ronan Murphy, Senior Partner, PwC,
Suzanne Mahony, Revenue Law Medal Winner, Prof. Paul O’Connor, Director of External
Relations, UCD School of Law, Orlaith Sheehy, Commercial Law Medal Winner, Prof. John
Jackson, Dean, UCD School of Law

(L-R) Donal Casey, Prof. Imelda Maher, James Lawless,
Kanstantsin Dzehtsiarou



Message to Alumni
The School of Law is deeply conscious of the scale and depth of the contribution which its alumni

have made and are making to Irish society at large and the wider international community. Their

many achievements along with the unique, lasting and critically important contribution which has

been made to the legal and political culture of modern Ireland is a source of immense and ongoing

pride to the School and an inspiration to the student body.

As is well known by now fundamental changes have taken place within the university sector and

these have, in turn, impacted on the structure, content and delivery of legal education within the

School. It is now facing into perhaps the most important, challenging and stimulating time in its

100 year old history.The new law building - The Sutherland School of Law - will embody the vision,

objectives, and aspirations of the law school along with a determination to shape the future of

legal education in Ireland. As it seeks to give effect to its strategic objectives the School is fully

aware that it does not operate in isolation and that it must confront not only the challenges but

the opportunities that are presented within UCD, Irish society and the ever broadening

international community. In this regard the School will seek to develop an active and productive

relationship with its alumni and, more generally, build its external relations

The importance of this external relations function is reflected in the creation of a dedicated office

within the School. This office is the Director of External Relations. It is also reflected in the

seniority and experience of the Director who is Professor Paul O’Connor former Dean of the

School and currently advisor to the President of UCD on institutional strategy.

The School would like to acknowledge the generosity of its many alumni and the growing level of

interest and enthusiasm which they are showing in its overall academic mission. As it seeks to

realise its academic and professional objectives the School appreciates the importance of

communicating with its alumni and recognises the valuable contribution which they can make be

it as advisors, participants or supporters.

If you would like to get in touch to give us news or share your views about the School, please

contact Gina Molloy in our marketing department - gina.molloy@ucd.ie or telephone (01) 716

8772.

Paul O’Connor - Director of External Relations

Contact us:
t: 716 8737   
e: law@ucd.ie   
www.ucd.ie/law

UCD School of Law


