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3 Such students may appear twice in the dataset with an entry for each of the years in which they entered UCD 
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 1999 2000 2001 20025 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Number admitted 3512 3718 3701 3972 3907 3869 3848 4068 4076 

% Female 57.5% 57.2% 54.9% 55.6% 55.1% 53.8% 56.2% 53.8% 54.3% 

Average Age at 1 October 
following entry 

18.92 19.00 19.13 19.59 19.44 19.47 19.58 19.69 19.79 

Age range 16.67-
65.17 

16.58-
65.08 

16.50-
67.58 

16.83- 
63.92 

17.00-
67.08 

16.42-
66.83 

17.00-
62.33 

16.83-
75.83 

16.50-
62.42 

Median age 18.58 18.58 18.67 18.67 18.75 18.67 18.75 18.75 18.75 

% Living at home 65.0% 67.8% 63.0% 56.9% 58.4% 59.7% 66.1% 63.5% 48.9%6 

% with home address in 
Dublin 

45.8% 47.7% 47.6% 46.3% 47.8% 50.0% 49.1% 47.0% 48.3% 

% Socio-Economic Group 
3: Higher Professional 

27.3% 29.5% 29.3% 28.8% 26.2% 29.1% 21.5% 26.7% N/A7 

% Irish Students in receipt 
of funding 

20.6% 20.8% 23.0% 24.4% 23.7% 23.0% 20.0% 19.0% N/A8 

% First preferences9 48% 50% 50% 51% 48.8% 48.3% 48.8% 53.2% 50.3% 
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5 Figures from 2002 onwards include entrants to the Nursing degree programme 
6 17.9% did not complete this field in 2007 (compare 0.9% in 2006). 59.6% of those who completed the field were 

living at home. 
7 The method of collection of this information changed in 2007, at the request of the HEA. At time of writing it is 

currently uncoded. 
8 Grant information incomplete at time of writing for 2007  
9 Based on Nett Acceptances for 1999-2002. Based on registered students thereafter. 
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Figure 1:  Intake by Region compared to applicants 2007 

                                                           
10 www.cso.ie 2006 Census  
11 For example, Suffolk University reported 33% of its student body living at home in 1998 “”more here “” must be 

better statistic than this!! 
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Figure 2:  Points comparison over eight year period 
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Figure 3:  English results: UCD entrants compared to Leaving Certificate population 
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Figure 4:  Mathematics results: UCD entrants compared to Leaving Certificate 

population 
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Figure 5:  Non-points Entry 
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13 2007 is excluded from these percentages as socio-economic group information is not available 
14 Based on CAO net acceptances 



� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	
 � �

3� " � � � � � �

� / � � � 

� � � � � 	� � 	

� � � � � � � � � 	� � : 	" � � � � � � � �  � � � � 	� � / � � � � 
	� � 
� � / � � 	� � 	
 � � . � � - � � � � � � � � � � � � 	� � � &� �


 / � � � �  � � 
� � � �8� � � � � � +� �

; 
# � � 
 � � � � � 
=� 
 � � � � � � � � � 
5 � � � "

� D

� � D

5� D

7� D

8� D

� � � D

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ; � � � 5 � � � 6 � � � 7 � � � �

� " �%�V� �

� � � � �%�? �

$ � � 	� � � � �%�
� -

� � " 	� � � � 	� " �%
� � )  
? � � 
�  � � ) 	� � ) �

4 � � � 	� "

� ) 	� � ) �

� / � � � 



�
Figure 7:  Percentage of First Preference Entrants by Programme Group15 
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15 Based on Nett Acceptances for 1999-2002. Based on registered students thereafter. 
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Figure 8:  Average points by programme group16 
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16 Calculated from net acceptances for 1999-2002 and from registered students thereafter 
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Figure 9:  Percentage with English HB3+by programme group 
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17 Prior to 2001, the Mathematics requirement for entry to Engineering was HB3. In 2001 to requirements changed 

to HC3 for all branches except Electrical and Electronic Engineering. 
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Figure 10:  Percentage with Mathematics HB3+by programme group 
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18 Van Stolk, Tiessen, Clift and Levitt 2007 
19 http://www.ukcle.ac.uk/interact/lili/2002/johnson.html 
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N 2858 571 58 3 22 0 3512 
1999

% 81.4% 16.3% 1.7% 0.1% 0.6% 0.0% 100.0% 

N 2948 639 97 2 31 1 3718 
2000

% 79.3% 17.2% 2.6% 0.1% 0.8% 0.0% 100.0% 

N 2961 640 78 6 16 0 3701 
2001

% 80.0% 17.3% 2.1% 0.2% 0.4% 0.0% 100.0% 

N 3226 656 72 1 10 7 3972 
2002

% 81.2% 16.5% 1.8% 0.0% 0.3% 0.2% 100.0% 

N 3160 641 71 2 11 22 3907 
2003

% 80.9% 16.4% 1.8% 0.1% 0.3% 0.6% 100.0% 

N 3091 632 69 2 11 64 3869 
2004

% 79.9% 16.3% 1.8% 0.1% 0.3% 1.7% 100.0% 

N 3111 601 74 4 19 39 3848 
2005

% 80.8% 15.6% 1.9% 0.1% 0.5% 1.0% 100.0% 

N 3474 474 60 2 13 45 4068 
200622

% 85.4% 11.7% 1.5% 0.0% 0.3% 1.1% 100.0% 

N 3889 186 0 0 1 0 4076 
2007

% 95.4% 4.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

N 28718 5040 579 22 134 178 34671 
Overall

% 82.8% 14.5% 1.7% 0.1% 0.4% 0.5% 100.0% 

� � � � � �3 0�  !  � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � 
 � � 
 � � �
                                                           
20Trinity College Dublin: Broad Curriculum Initiative. 

http://www.tcd.ie/Broad_Curriculum/pdf/BCReport2004/mainreport2003-04.pdf 
21 In 2005, UCD restructured its 12 faculties to become 5 Colleges. Entrants have been coded to the College to 

which the programme they entered now belongs 
22 Figures for recent years are obviously incomplete and a direct comparison with previous years cannot, therefore, 

be inferred. 
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Figure 11:  University Non Completion Rates by Programme Group 
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Figure 12:  College Non-completion Rate by Programme Group 
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Figure 19:  Withdrawals by first-year undergraduates by month 
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Figure 20:  Non-completion Rate by Gender 
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Figure 21:  Non-completion Rate by Gender by Programme Group 
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25 Overseas students are those from countries outside of the European Union. 
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Figure 22:  Non-Completion Rate by Permanent Home Address  
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26 Changes in coding of accommodation type to meet HEA requirements may have affected results. 
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Figure 23:  Overall Non-completion Rates by Socio-Economic Group 
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27 2007 data is omitted in this case as a new system of collecting socio-economic data was introduced and the 

coded data has not been returned. 
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Figure 24:  Overall Non-completion Rates by Age Group 
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28 i.e. 23 on or before 1st January preceding entry, regardless of entry route 
29 Data not available prior to this except via net acceptances 
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Figure 25:  Non-Completion Rate by Preference 

,  � � ) 
 � � � 
� � 	
 � � - � � � � 
 � � � � � � 	� � 	) � 

� � � 	" � 	� 	) � � � � � 
 � � � 

� ( � 
 " � � * * � � " � 
 � ( � � - 	�  � �  � � � � � � � %�

? � * � � � � ) 	� � ) � � � �$ � � 	� � � � �%�=� - � � � � �4 � � � 	� " �( � 
 " � � * * � � " � 
 � ( � � . � 	� " � �  � � � 1) � ( � 	
 � � +�

� D

6D

� � D

� 6D

� � D

� 6D

; � D

; 6D

5� D

56D

6� D

� " �%
�V

� �

� � �
� �

%�?
�

$ � � 	�
� �

� �
%� =

� -

� � "
	�

� �
� 	�

" �
%��

� )
 

? � �

�  

� �
) 	

� �
) �

4 � � �
	�

"

� ) 	
� �

) �

� / � �
� 





. � � / � � � " �� � �� � 
� � � � 
= � 
" � � � � � � � 
 � 
= � 

� � � � � � � � � 
5 � � � "

3� �

3� �

3� ;

3� 5

3� 6

3� 7

3� �

3� 8

3� �

3� � �

� �
Figure 26:  Non-Completion rate by preference by Programme Group 
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Figure 28:  Non Completion rate at each points level 
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Figure 29:  Non-Completion Rate by English Grade 
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30 Although English is a required subject for entry to all courses in UCD, it is possible to compensate a fail grade at 

higher-level. 
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Figure 30:  Non-Completion Rate by Mathematics Grade 
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Figure 31:  Overall Non-Completion Rates by Entry Route 
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Figure 32:  Ranking of Sources of advice prior to leaving college 2005 
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Figure 33:  Ranking of Sources of advice prior to leaving college 2006 
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Figure 34:  Occupation of 2005 Students since Leaving UCD 
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Answer 
Only option for particular 

course 26.3% 5.3% 5.3% 0.0% 52.6% 10.5% 

Good general academic 
reputation 26.3% 31.6% 15.8% 5.3% 21.1% 0.0% 

Good facilities 21.1% 15.8% 21.1% 10.5% 21.1% 10.5% 

Close to home 10.5% 0.0% 10.5% 0.0% 73.7% 5.3% 

Guidance Counsellor 10.5% 0.0% 5.3% 15.8% 57.9% 10.5% 

Horizons options 10.5% 15.8% 15.8% 5.3% 36.8% 15.8% 

Did not want to be too close to 
home 5.3% 5.3% 5.3% 0.0% 68.4% 15.8% 

Parents or older siblings 5.3% 5.3% 10.5% 10.5% 57.9% 10.5% 

Good social/sports life 5.3% 21.1% 21.1% 10.5% 26.3% 15.8% 

Friends 0.0% 5.3% 15.8% 10.5% 52.6% 15.8% 
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interesting 

4 3 2 1 no 
interest 

No Answer 

Personal 
development 33.3% 33.3% 0.0% 8.3% 16.7% 8.3% 

Study skills 25.0% 50.0% 25.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Academic 
planning and time 

management 25.0% 33.3% 25.0% 8.3% 8.3% 0.0% 

Career exploration 
and professional 

development 25.0% 41.7% 8.3% 8.3% 8.3% 8.3% 

Writing and 
research skills 25.0% 41.7% 8.3% 25.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Campus resources 16.7% 50.0% 8.3% 16.7% 0.0% 8.3% 
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� � � 7� � � 5� � ; � � � � � � � � � � � �

Deceased � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ; �
Currently on Leave of Absence � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Still studying in same college � � � � � � � � 6� � � � � � 7�

� � ; 7� � � 7� � 7� � � � 7� � � 75� � ; � 7� � 85� �Graduate (interim or final 
degree) % 85+� D � � 5+5D � � � +� D � 87+5D � 87+; D � � � � +� D � 8� +� D �

N ; 8� ; 6� � 5; � ; 7� � 8� � � 8� 6� � �Total Non Completers 

% � ; +6D � � � +� D � 7+6D � � � +� D � � +6D � � � 6+� D � � 7+; D �

� � � � � �2 6 0� %� � � � � � � � �+6 6 6 � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �++ �	 � � 
 � � 
 � �2 8 8 = �
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Entrants � � 8� � 6� � � � � 7� � � 6� � ; 5� � � 688� ; � � 8�
Withdrew before 1st Feb Year 1 � 5� � � � � 6� 8� 8� � � ; � � � 8� �
Withdrew after 1st Feb Year 1 � � � ; � 5� � � � � � � � � � � �

Absent from year 1 exams 7� 65� 5� � � � � � � 8� � � �
Left having failed year 1 exams � ; � � � � � 5� � � � � � � 55� � 85�

Left having passed year 1 exams � � � 8� � � � � ; � � � 8� 56�
Changed to a different College ; � ; 8� � 5� 6� � � � � ; � � � � �

Re-entered same college � � � � � 6� 5� � � � � 5� ; ; �
Successfully entered year 2 and 

subsequently left 
� � � 7; � � 5� � 8� 6� � � 5� � ; 7�

Deceased � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Currently on Leave of Absence � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Still studying in same college � � 5� � � � � � � � � � � � 7�

N � ; � � � � � 8� 75� � � 57� � � 6� � 5� � � � � � � �Graduate (interim or final 
degree) % � � +6D � � ; +8D � � � +� D � 8; +5D � 8; +; D � � � � +8D � � 8+6D �

N 68� ; 6� � 5; � ; 8� � � � � � � 5� 7; � �Total Non Completers 

% � � +6D � � � +5D � 7+� D � � � +� D � 8+� D � � � � +� D � � � +� D �

� � � � � �3 8 0� %� � � � � � � � �2 8 8 8 � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �++ �	 � � 
 � � 
 � �2 8 8 = �
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Entrants � 68� � 7� � � 7� ; � ; � � � � � 7� � 6� ; � ; � � � �
Withdrew before 1st Feb Year 1 7� � � 8� � � � 6� 6� � � � 7� � 8� �
Withdrew after 1st Feb Year 1 � � � � � ; � � � � � � � 5� ; � �

Absent from year 1 exams ; � ; � � � � � � � � � � 8� 6� �
Left having failed year 1 exams � � � � 8� 7� 8� � � � � 67� � 76�

Left having passed year 1 exams 5� ; � � ; � ; � � � � � � � � 66�
Changed to a different College � � � 8� � � � 5� 6� � � � � � 8�

Re-entered same college � � 8� ; � � � � � � � � � 7�
Successfully entered year 2 and 

subsequently left 
� � � 8� � � � � 7� � � � � � 6� � 68�

Deceased � � � � � � � � � � � � � 7�
Currently on Leave of Absence � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Still studying in same college ; � � ; � 5� ; � � � � � 5� 5� �

N � � � � � � ; 7� 7� 7� � 6� � � ; 8� � ; 7; � � � � 5�Graduate (interim or final 
degree) % � 8+; D � � 5+� D � � � +6D � 87+; D � 87+� D � � 7� +5D � � 8+� D �

N 6� � ; 85� 5� � � ; � � � � � � ; � � 75� �Total Non Completers 

% � � +5D � � ; +� D � 7+� D � � +� D � ; +7D � � � 6+� D � � � +; D �

� � � � � �3 +0� %� � � � � � � � �2 8 8 + � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �++ �	 � � 
 � � 
 � �2 8 8 = �
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Entrants � 7; � � 77; � � � ; � � � � � ; 65� � � ; � 6� � � ; � � � �
Withdrew before 1st Feb Year 1 � � � � 5� � � � � � � � � 5� � � � � 6; �
Withdrew after 1st Feb Year 1 � � � 8� � � � � � � ; � 7� � � �

Absent from year 1 exams 8� 5� � � � � � ; � ; � 7� 7� �
Left having failed year 1 exams 8� � � ; � 8� 8� 7� 5� 65� � � � �

Left having passed year 1 exams � � � 6� ; � � � � � � � 6� ; � �
Changed to a different College � � � ; � � � � ; � � � � � � � � � � �

Re-entered same college � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Successfully entered year 2 and 

subsequently left 
� � � � 7� � 5� 8� � � � � � � � � � � ; �

Deceased � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Currently on Leave of Absence � � � � � � 5� � � � � � � � �
Still studying in same college � � � � 6� � � � � � 6� � ; � 6� � � � �

N � � 8� � � 6� � 7; � � � ; 7� � 76� � 7� � ; 7� � ; � � � �Graduate (interim or final 
degree) % � � +� D � � 6+� D � � � +� D � 86+� D � 57+7D � 8� +� D � 7� +5D � � 7+� D �

N 5� � ; 77� 5; � � � � � 8� � 8� � � � � 767�Total Non Completers 

% � 7+� D � � � +� D � 7+� D � � +� D � � +� D � � 5+6D � � ; +6D � � 7+6D �

� � � � � �3 2 0� %� � � � � � � � �2 8 8 2 � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �++ �	 � � 
 � � 
 � �2 8 8 = �
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Entrants � 55� � 775� 78� � � 7� � ; 75� � � � � 5� 5� ; � � � �
Withdrew before 1st Feb Year 1 � � � � 8� � � � 6� � � 5� � � � � ; � �
Withdrew after 1st Feb Year 1 � � � � � � � � � � � � � 7� ; � �

Absent from year 1 exams � � 5� � � � � � � � � � � � � 75�
Left having failed year 1 exams � 5� � � � � � � � � ; � � � � 5� � � � � �

Left having passed year 1 exams ; � ; � � � � � � � � ; � � � � 6� �
Changed to a different College 5� � 7� � � 5� � � � � � 7� � � �

Re-entered same college ; � � � ; � � � � � � � � � � � �
Successfully entered year 2 and 

subsequently left 
� � � 8� � � 6� 6� 8� � � � � � � � 75�

Deceased � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Currently on Leave of Absence � � � � � � 8� � � � � ; � � � �
Still studying in same college 8� � 7� � � � � � � � � � � � � 5� ; � � 5� � �

N � 6� � � 87� 7� 8� � � � � � � ; � � 5; � ; � � � � 78� �Graduate (interim or final 
degree) % ; 8+� D � � � +; D � 8� +5D � 8; +7D � ; ; +8D � � � +� D � 7� +� D � 78+7D �

N 6� � ; 8� � ; � � � � � � � � ; � � � � � � 75� �Total Non Completers 

% � � +6D � � � +� D � 5+7D � 5+7D � 5+� D � � 6+� D � � 5+; D � � 7+5D �

� � � � � �3 3 0� %� � � � � � � � �2 8 8 3 � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �++ �	 � � 
 � � 
 � �2 8 8 = �
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Entrants � 6� � � 7� � � 77� � � � 5� ; 8; � � � 6� 5� � � ; 87� �
Withdrew before 1st Feb Year 1 � � � 8� � 7� 6� 7� � � � 5� � 5� �
Withdrew after 1st Feb Year 1 � � � ; � � � � � � � � � � � � 8�

Absent from year 1 exams � � 55� � � � � � � � � 8� 67�
Left having failed year 1 exams ; � � ; 6� � � � � � 5� 7� 5� � � � � �

Left having passed year 1 exams � � ; 5� ; � 6� 5� � � 7� 66�
Changed to a different College � � ; ; � 8� 8� � � � � � � � 7� �

Re-entered same college � � 5� ; � � � � � � � � � � � �
Successfully entered year 2 and 

subsequently left 
� � � � � � � � � � � � ; � � � � 5� � 56�

Deceased � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Currently on Leave of Absence � � � � 5� 5; � � � � � � � 75�
Still studying in same college � � � � ; ; ; � � � 6� � 8; � ; � 7� � � � � � ; ; � � 75� �

N � � 85� � ; � 7� � 6� 56� � � � ; � � � 56� �Graduate (interim or final 
degree) % � +� D � 6� +� D � 5� +� D � 6+6D � � � +� D � � +� D � 5� +; D � ; � +6D �

N ; 6� ; � 6� ; 5� � � � � 8� � � � � � 7� 7; � �Total Non Completers 

% � 5+� D � � 5+5D � 6+� D � 8+� D � 5+� D � � � +; D � � � +7D � � 7+; D �

� � � � � �3 : 0�  %� � � � � � � � �2 8 8 : � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �++ �	 � � 
 � � 
 � �2 8 8 = �
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Entrants � � � � � 67� � 78� � � � 7� ; 75� � � � � 5� � � ; 858�
Withdrew before 1st Feb Year 1 � � � � 6� � � � � � 5� � � � 8� � 5� �
Withdrew after 1st Feb Year 1 � � � ; � � � � � � � � � 5� � � �

Absent from year 1 exams � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ; �
Left having failed year 1 exams � � � � 8� � � � � 7� � � 7� 7� � � � 5�

Left having passed year 1 exams ; � � � � ; � � � 7� ; � � 5� 6; �
Changed to a different College ; � ; 8� 6� 6� � � � � � � � � 5�

Re-entered same college � � 7� � � � � � � � � 5� � � �
Successfully entered year 2 and 

subsequently left 
6� 57� 8� 6� � � 5� � ; � 8; �

Deceased � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 5�
Currently on Leave of Absence 5� � 7� 6� � � � � � � � � ; � �
Still studying in same college � � � � � � 5� � 7� � � � 6� � ; 57� � 8� � ; 6� � ; � � � �

N � � � � � � � �Graduate (interim or final 
degree) % � � � � � � � �

N 6� � ; 68� ; � � � 6� � 5� � 6� � � � � 7� � �Total Non Completers 

% � 8+6D � � � +� D � 6+� D � 6+5D � ; +8D � � +6D � � � +� D � � 6+7D �

� � � � � �3 ; 0�  %� � � � � � � � �2 8 8 ; � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �++ �	 � � 
 � � 
 � �2 8 8 = �
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Entrants � � 5� � 65� � � 77� ; ; � � 5� 5� � 5� � 587� 5� 78�
Withdrew before 1st Feb Year 1 � � � � � � � � 5� � � 7� 7� � � � � 8� �
Withdrew after 1st Feb Year 1 6� � 7� 5� � � � � � � � � 57�

Absent from year 1 exams � � ; � � � � � � � � � � � 5�
Left having failed year 1 exams � 5� � � ; � 8� 6� � � � � ; 5� � � � �

Left having passed year 1 exams ; � � � � � � � 5� � � 7� ; � �
Changed to a different College 5� ; � � 6� � � � � � � � � � 7� �

Re-entered same college � � 6� � � � � � � � � 5� � ; �
Successfully entered year 2 and 

subsequently left 
� � � � ; � � � � � 5� � � � � �

Deceased � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Currently on Leave of Absence � � � 5� � � � � � � � � � � � 56�
Still studying in same college � ; 8� � � � � � � � � � ; � ; � ; 8; � � ; � � ; 88� ; 5� 5�

N � � � � � � � �Graduate (interim or final 
degree) % � � � � � � � �

N 5� � � 78� ; 7� � � � � 8� � 6� � � � 5� 5�Total Non Completers 

% � 7+� D � � � +5D � 5+� D � 6+� D � 5+6D � 7+� D � � 5+7D � � � +� D �

� � � � � �3 9 0� %� � � � � � � � �2 8 8 9 � � � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � �++ �	 � � 
 � � 
 � �2 8 8 = �
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