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sport

In November 2003, the UCD men and women
left the University of Ulster Jordanstown
(UUJ) Sports Centre in Newtownabbey,
Belfast with both Intervarsity Cup titles.
Four years on they repeated that same
extraordinary feat and earned the right to
represent Irish Students’ Volleyball in the
English Volleyball Association Students Cup
2008 in Leeds University in February.

The opening day of the event was highlighted
by the meeting of the UCD and UCC women’s
teams in their opening pool. With the final
score at 1-1, the points difference favoured
UCD and placed them first in the pool and into
a cup group containing UUC (Coleraine) and
Queen's, while UCC joined UUJ.

On the second day of competition, the UCD
men continued to show their fine form by 

beating RCSI and then champions UUJ in a fiery
encounter that saw the Dublin side come from
a set down to win 2-1 and go top of the table.

So to the finals, both to be contested between
UCD and UUJ. In the women's final, the
favourites and defending champions of the six
previous women’s cup titles, UCD, started the
stronger as they met the challenge of the hosts
and surprise outfit from UUJ, winning the first
set 25-13. Indeed their opening set form could
have seen them romp through the match,
however the second set saw a revived UUJ
team fight back to lead 13-8. UCD then turned
the set on its head as they scored 12 points
without reply. They claimed the third set 25-19
and their seventh Irish Volleyball Intervarsities
title in a row - a simply incredible achievement
and sequence of honours that seems almost
impossible to halt at present.

Yet this year’s Intervarsities event was to end
stunningly. Having produced fireworks in their
group game the previous day, nothing short of
that was expected in the men’s showdown, and
the large crowd that watched witnessed yet
another men's Intervarsity Cup Final thriller.
Having seen their female counterparts emerge
victorious, the hunger levels were high, and that
would prove vital for them going in as
underdogs to the final against the hosts and
defending champions. It was the men of
Jordanstown who would scoop the first set 
on a tight score line of 27-25. The scoreline 
was reversed in the second set in similar
fashion as UCD fought back tooth and nail 
to stay in the game.

UUJ broke the ice in the third set 25-18,
however UCD again fought back with a
powering display in the fourth to win 25-12.

Like last year's final between UUJ and UL, a 
tie-break set would determine whether the title
would be defended or go to a new home. UCD
narrowly led at the change-around, with no
more than three points separating the sides at
any stage in the final set. Lady-luck may then
have swung towards UCD in an instant when a
shoot volleyed free ball clipped the net and
dropped despairingly short of Jordanstown's
spike line, despite the desperate efforts of the
Jordanstown defence to pick it up. Bringing the
game to match point, it proved to be one of the
key moments of the tournament; it was to
boost UCD's confidence at the most critical
time of their Intervarsities as they powered on
to win the match at the net, sparking ecstatic
celebrations on court with the likewise
triumphant and vocal UCD women’s team.

UCD team captains Noemi Kuncik and Matteo
Sbrolla accepted the Intervarsity Cups on behalf
of their victorious teams, while MVP awards
were also handed out to UCD students Aileen
Minihan (best female setter) and Noemi Kuncik
(best female hitter).

UCD - Women’s Intervarsity Cup Champions
2007/08 

Claire Revert, Miriam Nolan, Noemi Kuncik
(Capt. and Coach), Leanne Dignam (Vice-Capt.),
Mary-Louise Coleman and Aileen Minihan,
Claire Walsh, Cara Davies and Lyndsey Condell.

UCD - Men’s Intervarsity Cup Champions
2007/08 

Gianmaria Marcetelli (Coach), Miguel Maglo,
Thomas Holz, Trevor Westmoreland, John Daly,
Lukas Folkman, Herbert Ip, Matteo Sbrolla
(Capt.) and Luigi Crucini.

Volleyball Club celebrates
another Irish intervarsity double

UCD student, Olympic hopeful and star
cyclist, Louise Moriarty, is enjoying
enormous success in her cycling career.
The UCD Cycling Club’s ‘Rider of the Year’
recently claimed yet another victory in her
quest for Beijing qualification.

Buoyed by her win in Melbourne where she won
the Points race, beating the second-placed rider
Tess Downing by two points, she contested a
highly competitive Points race, which was part
of the Devonport Carnival 2-day race series in
Tasmania in December. Of the five sprints in the
race, each had a different winner which only
highlighted the quality of the women’s field.

Louise’s latest success brings 2007 to a fitting
close. The Sports Scholarship student began her
UCD cycling career with a bang by recording a
time of 3 minutes 56 seconds for the 3km
pursuit at the Manchester Track World Cup
meet in February. In doing so, she became the 

first Irish lady cyclist to beat the four minute
barrier, thus smashing the Irish record.

A month later, she competed at the Road Inter-
varsities, winning both the Individual Time Trial
and Road Race. She captained UCD to overall
team success.

Louise won the ladies section of the Gorey 
3-day, The Corkman 3-day and Rás Dún na
nGall stage races. She took the gold medal at
the National Time Trial Championships and a
bronze medal in the Road Race Championships
the following day.

She represented Ireland at the European Track
Championships in Germany, where she finished
16th in the points race. Soon afterwards, she
competed in the 5-day Tour de Bretagne in
France, finishing 4th, 9th and 11th on stages
and finished 8th overall.

We wish Louise every success in her quest for
Olympic qualification.

Cycling success for Louise
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forum to showcase the work of UCD people throughout the university.

Published five times annually by the UCD Communications Office, UCD today also includes major feature interviews by well known Irish journalists.

UCD today keeps the UCD community up-to-date with campus, people, news and activities and showcases UCD’s excellence in teaching, learning and research.

Mumming - new focus
on an old tradition 
The age-old tradition of mumming, a fusion
of folk drama, storytelling and song,
is documented in ‘Border-Crossing’,
published in November 2007. ‘Border
Crossing’ examines the phenomenon of
mumming, a tradition which has retained
popularity in certain areas of the country:
Ulster, the border region, Wexford, and
North County Dublin. While Irish mumming
has engaged the attention of several writers
in ‘Border Crossing’, the setting is broader
than Ireland itself and accordingly, the
volume contains much about mumming in
parts of England, Scotland and northern
Europe.

“This is of particular interest to folklorists and
social historians”, says Críostóir Mac Cárthaigh
(UCD School of Irish, Celtic Studies, Irish
Folklore and Linguistics). He attributes the
changes in the nature and structure of
mumming to “rural depopulation and the
spread of urban culture. This dramatic practice,
among others, has reflected changes in the
social landscape of Ireland, and its role in Irish
society has changed and evolved since its
inception.”

It is thought mumming provided an important
opportunity for positive social interaction and
community engagement; in Ireland, mummers
were believed to bring luck to the homes they
visited, and their hosts, in turn, rewarded them
for their efforts most frequently in the form of 

small monetary contributions. Today, the
performances tend to be held in local halls 
or pubs.

For centuries, mumming has formed an
essential part of the celebration of seasonal
festivals, particularly around the Christmas
period. Masked individuals visited private
homes, giving performances of music, song and
dance and sometimes enacting a rudimentary
play as part of the proceedings. Mumming is
often characterised by behaviour which is
inverse to social norms; disguise is a vital
element in activities of this sort, enabling
participants to transgress accepted social
boundaries. There is an element of the
grotesque in the distorted voices and bizarre
masks the performers wear.

According to Professor Séamas Ó Catháin 
(UCD School of Irish, Celtic Studies, Irish
Folklore and Linguistics): “Mummers are no
shrinking violets. Their wild appearance and
rumbustious behaviour made a powerful impact
as they literally exploded into country
kitchens.”

Border Crossings was edited by Anthony D
Buckley from the Ulster Folk and Transport
Museum, Críostóir Mac Cárthaigh and Professor
Séamas Ó Catháin from UCD and Séamas 
Mac Mathúna, University of Ulster. The book,
published by Dundalgan press, contains research
from a wide body of folklorists who chronicle
the past and present of the mumming tradition.

Déantar taifeadadh ar chleamaireacht i
leabhar nua ‘Border Crossing’ foilsithe i mí
na Samhna 2007. Is éard is cleamaireacht
ann ná meascán de dhráma tíre, scéalaíocht
agus amhránaíocht. Déanann ‘Border
Crossing iniúchadh ar fheiniméan na
cleamaireachta. Maireann traidisiún na
cleamaireachta in áiteanna áirithe sa tír:
Cúige Uladh, ceantar na teorann, Loch
Garman, agus Tuaisceart Chontae Átha
Cliath. Cé go ndíríonn ‘Border Crossing’ ar
chleamaireacht na hÉireann, tá réim níos
leithne ná Éire i gceist agus dá réir sin, tá
neart san imleabhar faoi chleamaireacht in
áiteanna i Sasana, in Albain, agus i
dTuaisceart na hEorpa.

“Tá sé seo rí-spéisiúil do bhéaloideasóirí agus
staraithe sóisialta” arsa Críostóir Mac
Cárthaigh( Scoil na Gaeilge, An Léinn Cheiltigh,
Bhéaloideas Éireann agus na Teangeolaíochta
UCD). Cuireann sé na hathruithe ar structúir
agus ar chruth na cleamaireachta i leith 'bhánú
na tuaithe agus scaipeadh an chultúir uirbigh.
Taispeánann an cleachtadh drámatúil seo na
hathruithe i dtírdhreach sóisialta na hÉireann,
agus tá ról na cleamaireachta i sochaí na
hÉireann athraithe agus fabhraithe óna bhunú.”

Ceaptar gur thug cleamaireacht deis
thábhachtach do chaidreamh dearfach sóisialta
agus rannpháirtíocht pobal; in Éirinn creideadh
gur thug na cleamairí an t-ádh leo go dtí na
tithe ar thug siad cuairt orthu. Thug na hóstaigh
fochraig do na hiarrachtaí, don chuid is mó ar
airgead beag. Sa lá atá inniu ann, de ghnáth,

bíonn na cur i ngníomh i hallaí áitiúla nó tithe
tabhairne.

Leis na céadta anuas, tá ról lárnach ag an
gcleamaireacht i gceiliúradh féilte, go háirithe
um Nollaig. Thug daoine masctha cuairteanna
ar thithe, ag tabhairt aithrise de cheol agus
rince. Corruair déantar aithris ar dhráma
buntúsach mar chuid de na himeachtaí.
Aithnítear cleamaireacht trí iompar nach 
n-oireann do gnáthiompar sóisialta;is gné
riachtanach in imeachtaí den tsórt iad na
mascanna, tugann sé seo deis do rannpháirtithe
gnáthiompar sóisialta a shéanadh. Tá gné den
anchúiseach sna guthanna curtha as riocht agus
mascanna aisteacha a chaitheann na
haithriseoirí.

De réir An tOllamh Séamas Ó Catháin (Scoil na
Gaeilge, An Léinn Cheiltigh, Bhéaloideas Éireann
agus na Teangeolaíochta UCD)”Ní naoimh gan
smál iad na haithriseoirí seo.Théadh a gcuma
fhiáin agus a n-iompar scléipeach go mór i
bhfeidhm ar a mbíodh i láthair sna cistiní
tuaithe.”

Rinne Anthony D Buckley ó Mhuséam
Daonchultúr agus Iompair Uladh, Críostóir Mac
Cárthaigh agus an tOllamh Séamas Ó Catháin ó
UCD agus Séamas Mac Mathúna, Ollscoil Ulaidh,
eagarthóireacht ar an leabhar. Sa leabhar, a
d'fhoilsigh Dundalgan Press, tá taighde ó neart
béaloideasóirí a dhéanann taifeadadh ar stair na
cleamaireachta agus traidisiúin na
cleamaireachta sa lá atá inniu ann.

Cleamaireacht- Súil nua
ar sheanthraidisiún

Scannal, a bilingual documentary series
directed by Pat Butler, journalist-in-residence
in the UCD School of Irish, Celtic Studies, Irish
Folklore and Linguistics has been nominated
for an Irish Film and Television Award (IFTA)
for Best Documentary Series.

Pat was appointed as journalist-in-residence
last year as part of a new Irish language
Communications Master’s programme in the
School, MA i Scríobh agus Cumarsáid na
Gaeilge. Pat is a senior journalist with RTÉ and
reports in both English and Irish.

The documentary series charts controversial
episodes in Irish life encompassing politics,
social concerns, religion, entertainment and
sport. Scannal attracts an audience of between

200,000 and 300,000 weekly on RTÉ 1.
Memorable programmes include the story of
the sexual abuse of young swimmers by a high-
profile coach and a description of the violent
scenes that escalated from the Ireland versus
England soccer match held in Lansdowne Road
in 1995.

Never one to shy from controversy, Pat was at
the helm of the critically acclaimed
documentary ‘Ballyseedy’, which brought to
light an incident in the Irish Civil War in County
Kerry. Pat was awarded television journalist of
the year in 1998 for this production. There are
four other documentary series nominated in
this category, including two other Irish language
documentaries.

When asked about Scannal’s nomination for
best documentary series Pat said:

“The Scannal team are delighted to receive
recognition from the academy of The Irish Film
and Television Awards this year, especially as it
was voted for by our peers throughout the
country. This also illustrates that Irish language
media is at the forefront of cutting-edge
journalism and that Irish language
documentaries are of a standard that is hard 
to beat.”

This year's IFTAs are the fifth annual awards,
which recognise and celebrate Irish television
and film.

Scannal nominated for an IFTA
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