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24  5A .  ADMISSIONS 

— DARE - The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) is a higher education admissions 

scheme for students with disabilities. Students who are eligible for DARE may compete 

for a targeted reduced-points place on a programme. Eligibility for DARE is determined 

through a national application and review process as part of the CAO process and is 

based on evidence of disability and educational impact. Offers are made as part of the 

CAO process in late August/Early September. Students who are eligible for DARE, and 

all those who disclose a disability before or during their programme, are offered a 

Needs Assessment where appropriate supports are agreed and implemented to remove 

barriers which they may face at university. 

— Mature - students who are at least 23 years of age on the 1st of January of the year of 

entry can apply to most UCD programmes on the grounds of mature years. Application 

on the basis of mature years can vary depending on the UCD programme and can include 

provision of a personal statement and other information on application, completion 

of an assessment such as the Mature Students Admissions Pathway (MSAP), Health 

Professions Admissions Test (HPAT) or the Nursing Written Assessment. Mature 

Students can also choose to take any Open Learning module for credit instead of taking 

the MSAP exam. Application via the mature entry pathway is made through the CAO 

and offers are usually made in July each year. Each year UCD also offers two University 

Access Programmes. These are one year long, part-time courses designed to prepare 

adults, who may not have formal qualifications, for successful study at university. These 

are Special Purpose Awards (Level 6) which equip mature students with the skills 

and confidence required to take the next step to selected degree courses at UCD. The 

University Access Courses offered in UCD are: 

– Access to Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Law | (AHSSL) 

– Access to Science, Engineering, Agricultural Science and Medicine | (SEAM) 
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