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Conference on Hunting and Gathering Societies (CHaGS) 

 

 
1. The Archaeology of Narratives or Towards a Narrational 

Archaeology 
Hunting and Gathering as narrative ritual in Ten Canoes: thou shall not covet thy brother�s wives, or, 

beware of what you wish for. 
Allen, Brenda (University of Auckland, Auckland, NZL) 

 
 

In the feature film Ten Canoes which was inspired to some extent by the works of Thompson following his visit to the Ramingining 

area in the 1930s, we are given two stories, both of which reveal clues to the probable shape of some early Aboriginal narratives. 

The film's story within-the-story is a didactic tale told by an older man to his younger brother, who, it is clear, covets the older 

brother's youngest wife. The structure of this tale resembles a tree, with a main line that can only be explored gradually as the 

listener is judged ready, and many branches that delay the delivery of the moral. While that tale is gradually unfolding we witness 

another story based directly on hunting and gathering goose eggs. These eggs must be gathered early in the season and 

preparations for the hunt are not only complex in themselves, but tied to the progression of the seasons. That hunting story is a re-

enactment of an older tradition and was designed by the people of Ramingining after much consideration of its suitability for sharing 

and its value as worth preserving. This paper will examine that narrative's progression through the film and compare its shape with 

the shape of the story-within-the story. To support the findings of that comparison the paper will refer to brief passages of writing by 

Central Desert healers and fragments of contemporary Australian Aboriginal poetry that references older, oral forms of Songpoetry. 
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Oral Tradition as Data: An example from the Great Papuan Plateau, Papua New Guinea 
Barker, Bryce (Univeristy of Southern Queensland, Toowooomba, Queensland, AUS) 

 
 

This paper explores the links between stylistically identical rock art from two geographically and 

linguistically separate horticultural foraging groups; the Gebusi and the Kasua from the Great Papuan 

Plateau region of Papua New Guinea. The detailed Kasua oral narrative which relates the movement of 

creator ancestors across the landscape from east to west into what is now Gebusi lands, clearly links this 

art to Kasua, while Gebusi disavow ownership or knowledge of its meaning. The traditional origin 

narratives as related to the author not only led to the ‘discovery’ of unique rock art sites, occupation caves 

and rockshelters as well as important ‘natural places’ of ritual significance but also provided a rich layer of 

contextual meaning to these locations through time and space allowing sense to be made of how and 

why these places came to be. The paper discusses the importance of Kasua and Gebusi oral narratives 

of their pasts to archaeological praxis, arguing that a meaningful synthesis of the archaeology of the 

Papuan Plateau is impossible without incorporating the indigenous world view in archaeological 

interpretation.  
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2. The Diversity of Hunter-Gatherer Pasts 
Experimental ethnoarchaeology 
Garcia-Piquer, Albert (Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Bellaterra, ESP); Carracedo-Recasens, Robert (Universitat Autonoma 

de Barcelona, Bellaterra, ESP) 

 
 

A lot of archaeological studies have discussed the adaptations and the subsistence of Hunter-fisher-

gatherer societies (HFG-S). But it has been frequently considered and argued that social relationships are 

not visible in the material record and thus that there is no possibility to have archaeological access to 

social organization. This implies that for a lot of scholars the study of prehistoric social organization 

remains in a speculative field that is fed consciously or unconsciously by inferences derived from 

analogies. Some biased or particular observations and explanations are transferred uncritically into the 

past. As a consequence, a static and fossilized view of modern HFG-S is build. Furthermore, given the 

inevitable archaeological reliance on analogy, it is important to ask whether conceptions of hunter-

gatherers are based on contemporary societies restrict our comprehension about past diversity and about 

how these HFG-S have changed over the long term.  

A huge corpus of middle range theory and experimental archaeology has been built in the field of 

technical features and procedures. The problem arises if we admit that social organization is not 

synchronized with subsistence and therefore cannot be derived automatically from the evidences of the 

management of resources, moreover if we hypothesize that some changes in HFG-S are indeed the 

consequence of the mismatch between strategies for acquiring the subsistence and those strategies of 

social organization for reproducing the society.  

Thus archaeology has to focus on a deep methodological research, not just empirical investigation, to be 

able to reach a complete knowledge of the development of any society and to formulate hypothesis to 

explain both changes and stability. This re-statement of our discipline must be done on the basis of a 

reflection of the theoretical bases from which we depart. The methods have to be calibrated; that is, to set 

up, evaluate and cleanse archaeological methodology, verifying at the same time explicative models or 

general laws of HFG-S mode of production. Contrasting the results of the archaeological method with the 

ethnographic records on a historical case of study would allow formulating an appropriate methodological 

approach to the integrated socio-economic study of HFG-S. Our research team has been doing this 

Experimental ethnoarchaeology, defined in a broad sense as an interface for methodological 

development of Archaeology, since 1986 studying the HFG-S of America southern tip. The results 

obtained by the contrast between the ethnographic image and the archaeological record on different 

types of sites (settlements, sepulchres and ceremonial contexts) of the same societies, allowed to gain 

insights and some relevant conclusions about the essential features of the mode of production and 

reproduction and the social relations of HFG-S materialized in the archaeological record.  
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FROM SOUTH TO NORTH: COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUNTER-FISCHER-

GATHERER SOCIETIES OF TIERRA DEL FUEGO AND THE NORTHWEST COAST. 
Estévez, Jordi (AGREST-Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Bellaterra, ESP) 

 
 

Cultural histories have viewed the development of societies with a particularistic approach denying the 

possibility of searching recurrences and emphasizing the differences instead. The adaptive approach on 

its turn also focuses on the particular features of ecosystems and particular environments. Criticism 

against the classical Evolutionism has contributed to a skepticism on the feasibility of a comparative 

analysis of development of hunter-gatherer-fisher societies. Those living on both extremes of the Pacific 

coast of America have been used to discuss the Evolutionist approach. Despite particular trends and the 

effort to concretize the differences of every case of study, if considering a macroscale, there are striking 

common traits in the evolution of the societies in both extremes. Their evolution began to diverge only 

after a particular point. The impacts of some sudden changes and mismatches show up as hiatuses in the 

respective developments. In Tierra del Fuego people manage to control and adjust their own 

reproduction, whilst the North West Coast entered into a spiral development that led to the complex 

societies described in the ethnographic record.  

We will point up those parallels and moments of divergence.  
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Making the familiar past: NW European Hunter-gatherers, analogies and comparisons 
Warren, Graeme (UCD School of Archaeology, Dublin) 

 
 

This paper reviews archaeological understandings of the hunter-gatherer settlement of Northwestern 

Europe following the Late Glacial Maximum (from c 13,000 cal BC; the Late Upper Palaeolithic and the 

Mesolithic periods) and the transformation of these societies associated with the adoption of agriculture 

(by c 4000 cal BC; the Neolithic). A rich and variable material record of these past human lives has been 

the focus of archaeological researchsince the formation of the discipline. This evidence has been 

interpreted in varied ways over this time period, but has always drawn on generalisations about hunter-

gatherer behaviour: sometimes developed formally and explicitly, sometimes based on implicit 

assumptions, both often derived from ethnographic or anthropological models. The study of European 

hunter-gatherers has, therefore, consumed generalised models of hunter-gatherers, rather than produced 

new understandings of what ‘hunter-gatherer’ might mean in terms of social, behavioural and cultural 

variability. In this sense archaeologists have rendered the past in terms of familiar models. Against this 

background, this paper highlights some of the important and distinctive characteristics of European 

hunter-gatherers, including resilience and creativity in the face of social and environmental change, as 

well as dynamism and variability in the creation of particular historical trajectories. Our models of the 

character of past hunter-gatherer societies are themselves influenced by the particular temporal 

resolution of the data available to us, and include insights into the long-term characteristics of change in 

hunter-gatherer societies  
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Modern Lessons in Reinterpreting, Reappropriating and Understanding Hunter Gatherer Studies 
Smith, Larissa (University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, USA) 

 
 

Studies of hunter-gatherers have recently garnered less attention than ever before. This has occurred in 

large part due to a correlation between a reduced number of forager societies and relevancy with such 

reduced numbers. In effect, there exists a dogma where studying hunter-gatherers is no longer pertinent 

to today’s society, nor to the anthropological subfield. However, my paper begs to differ. In actuality, 

hunter-gatherer studies, specifically my own amongst modern populations of the Ata of Negros Island of 

the Philippines, continues to provide fruitful and revitalizing information on hunter-gather studies, 

complexities associated with dealing with modernity, and most significantly, deeper insights into ways that 

scientists can understand multi-varied levels of resiliency amongst hunter gatherers diachronically and 

spatially. My ethnoarchaeological research that combines archaeology with ethnographic, geographic 

information systems, and historical accounts acknowledges that forager societies still remain resilient, 

even today, but additionally, advocates that the ways in which they remain resilient is almost 

uniformitarianistic in nature. It proposes that adaptations to modernity undertaken by forager societies 

described by researches for the past half-century, not only apply today, but can also be used to elaborate 

on multi-varied ways that foragers have adapted to modernity in the past. Due to our auspicious ability to 

tap into these still existing marginalized societies, lessons are still to be learned about foragers and these 

perspectives may be the keys to invigorating hunter- gatherer studies for the future. 
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The end of hunting and gathering 
Finlayson, Bill (CBRL, London, GBR) 

 
 

The social and economic transformations that took place in the early Holocene of SW Asia mark the 

beginning of the end of a world solely occupied by people reliant on wild resources and the shift to food 

production. This is a unique period in history, characterised by a huge autochthonous shift in lifeways for 

which we have no direct ethnographic analogy. Intermediary societies incorporating elements of low-level 

food production flourished for thousands of years over a region extending from the Mediterranean to the 

Zagros. Archaeological knowledge, and the sophistication of analytical techniques and models, has 

developed enormously over recent decades, however we still operate in an overall framework of simple to 

complex hunter-gatherer, followed by farmer, which permits us to fall back on oversimplified ethnographic 

analogy. In part this relies on a 'new archaeology' approach to analogy that relies on law-like assumptions 

regarding hunter-gatherer behaviour, even where the context is far removed from processualism, and in 

part requires the boundary shifts between hunter-gatherers and farmers to remain visible in a qualified 

terminology of 'complex' or 'incipient'. Smith, Harris, and others have discussed the intermediate zone 

between hunting and gathering and farming, but almost exclusively in economic terms. categorisation into 

food production and food procurement, although seeking to remove some of the dichotomies present in 

most models, continues to preserve boundaries.  

There remains a naive belief in much archaeology, that because people were dependent on hunting and 

gathering for all, or a majority of their subsistence, they can be squeezed into the modern definition of 

'hunter-gatherer', and their behaviour squeezed out of modern analogy. This appears possible because 

we are more tolerant to the idea of modern hunter-gatherer societies obtaining some of their subsistence 

from food production or domesticates, than we seem to be for ancient contexts. This may be because we 

see no middle ground, no intermediate zone, in the modern world, but a clear gap between forager and 

farmer. The world of hunter-gatherers that existed 10,000 years ago contained a far greater diversity of 

societies than the surviving, generally marginal and highly adapted, hunter-gatherers who live today. 

Rather than borrowing and simplifying modern ethnography to study the past, archaeology should be 

attempting to make a contribution to wider hunter-gatherer studies from its knowledge of the past. This 

presentation seeks to examine the nature of society and economy early in a process of transformation 

and consider what may be a very different form of hunter-gatherer society. This is important, as it is these 

ancient hunter-gatherers who engineer the first transition to food-producing societies.  
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3. What's New in What's Old? 
Group Sizes of Upper Paleolithic Cave Artists 
Van Gelder, Leslie (ZZZ) 

 
 

Since the first cave art was discovered two central questions have plagued the research. “Who made the art?” and “Why?” 

Multiple theories have been raised and explored, however, few lacked hard data to be able to narrow down to the 

individual level of artist and intention. Recent research focused on the study of finger flutings – lines drawn with hands 
and fingers in the soft surfaces of caves – has yielded a wealth of forensic data about their creators. While there is still no 

definitive way to know if the fluters are also the artists of the painted and engraved images, they leave increasingly 

clearer images and begin to answer some of the questions of what individuals were doing in the caves. One of the most 

promising areas of research, and the one on which this paper focuses, is the subject of group sizes as we are able to 

determine through forensics the minimum number of individuals who fluted the caves. By identifying individuals in 
various parts of the caves we are able to know who the artists were, where they went, and how many individuals 

participated in the creation of specific panels. Through this we are able to respond to some of the previously proposed 

theories on the use of the caves and raise new questions about specific cultures within the broader time frames of the 

Upper Paleolithic. 
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Gallus and the Altar of Symbolic Discontent 
Walshe, Keryn (South Australia Museum, Adelaide, AUS) 

 
 

Koonalda Cave, situated on the Nullarbor Plain of South Australia is well known for its antiquity, its finger 

flutings and flint mining. The archaeology of this very important site was first brought to public attention by 

Dr Alexander Gallus, a Hungarian immigrant to Australia post WW2. Gallus brought to the archaeological 

investigation of this site his extensive experience of working in various Palaeolithic caves of Europe. 

Gallus looked at the entire cultural spectrum revealed in Koonalda Cave. His interpretation of the 

artefacts was argued, as was the postulated 30,000 year old date for the cave, but it was his claim that 

naturally shaped nodules of flint had been deliberately placed as sculptural objects imbued with 

symbolism that caused the greatest controversy. Bluntly, his identification of a sacred space was scorned 

by serious academics and professional archaeologists. However recent revisions of the site and its 

assemblages; finger flutings and connected Indigenous knowledge have encouraged the author to revisit 

Gallus’s thinking. Can new methods of investigation, discussion with Indigenous people and a ‘lightening 

up’ of embedded cultural attitudes held by academics and professionals allow novel insight to a highly 

complex cultural space? Is it possible that there is not only merit in Gallus’s exploration of the naturally 

formed flint but a valid expression within the vast array of symbolic cultural expressions more readily 

identified in the site? This presentation will (bravely) explore this path and comment on the place of 

‘Gallus and his alter’ in 21st century exploration of Australia’s ancient caves.  
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Learning to See and Seeing to Learn: Children, Communities of Practice and Pleistocene Visual Cultures 
Nowell, April (University of Victoria, Victoria, Bristish Columbia, CAN) 

 
 

During the Late Pleistocene, children in southwest France and northern Spain grew up engaging with the 

world around them through the lenses of locally and historically-situated pictorial cultures. This particular 

period and region is not the site of the earliest example of symbolic behavior, nor is it the only example of 

the production of imagery during the Pleistocene but the rich record of Franco-Cantabrian visual material 

culture provides a unique opportunity to explore how children learned to decode and transform the world 

around them through imagery. In this paper, focusing on parietal art, I consider the biological, cognitive 

and social underpinnings of the uniquely human ability to move between two and three dimensional 

worlds and to perceive a fourth dimension—time—through the perception of motion from still images. 

These abilities, which can be traced through the archaeological record, allowed children and the adults 

they became, new ways of imagining and acting in the world and may be key to understanding our 

success as a species.  
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* 4. The society during the Late Pleistocene to the Early Holocene in 

East Asia 
New archaeobotanic data for the transition from hunting/gathering to millet farming in North China 
zhao, zhijun (institute of archaeology, cass, Beijing, CHN) 

 
 

China is one of the major centers for the origin of agriculture in the world. 

There are several independent sub-centers of origin within China, and an 

important one is North China along the Yellow River areas where the origin of 

millet farming is centered, with the foxtail millet and broomcorn millet the most 

representative crops. Recently, the study of the origin of millet farming has 

attracted academic attention due to the dramatic development of 

archaeobotanical research in China. For example, abundant charred millet 

grains have been recovered by flotation technique from the Yuhuazhai site, 

which is located at Shaanxi Province of North China, and dated to 8000~6000 

BP, provide direct archaeological evidence for the study of the process of 

millet domestication and formation of millet farming. The changes of 

morphological characteristics of the foxtail millets from different layers reveal a 

slow process of millet domestication. The quantitative analysis of millet grains 

and other plant remains recovered from the site also suggests a slow 

transition to millet farming, such as the time around 8000 BP appears to have 

been critical for the origin of millet farming, but the hunting-gathering scenario 

completely replaced by millet farming sometime around 6500 BP.  
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The discoveries and study on the archaeological sites dating to the Late UpperPleistocene to the Early 

Holocene 
Zhai, Shaodong (the Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, CHN) 

 
 

Recent years, more and more sites dating to 35,000 to 9,000 years BP were discovered in 

China. This period happens to be the late Upper Pleistocene to the Early Holocene. In this time, 

the global environment and climate greatly changed so that people’s production and life style 

greatly changed too. At present, there have been over 30 archaeological sites discovered dating 

to this period and these discoveries showed that people’s material life was obviously different 

from those before and after. The microlith industry became declined from prosperous, and the 

ground stone tools, pottery and domesticated plants occurred. With the quantity of the 

discoveries increasing, scholars put more and more attention on these discoveries. They carried 

out the study from chronology, the origin and development of the microlith, subsistence 

pattern, the settlement pattern change, and the transition mode from Paleolithic Period to the 

Neolithic Period, and are outlining the society of this period. This presentation will summarize 

the discoveries dating to this period in China and introduce the related studies, and then 

propose some suggestions for further study.  
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The significant achievement of xiachuan site excavated in 2014 
Du, Shuisheng (School of history, Beijing normal university, Beijing, CHN) 

 
 

In 2014, The excavation have important progress in the following two aspects.  

In terms of strata, we compared susceptibility data of 4 section from Fuyihegeliang and Niulu locality and 

clarify the stratigraphic distribution and preservation of the two locality, while there are 2-4 charcoal 

samples were collected in each section and measured 13 radiocarbon data, these data indicate that the 

earliest age of Xiachuan site can reach 40kabp and last to 22kabp. On this basis, we statistics each spit 

of stone artifacts. About 26 / 28 kabp, the knapping technology of the Xiachuan occupant has undergone 

a changes. Before the time, although there had long-distance transmission of high quality black chert, 

knapping technology is still simple core – flake technology, and the choppers tool is very unique. Since 

then there have been blade/microblade technology, mainly including blade, microblade, crest blade, 

conical microblade core, backed knife, end scraper, wedge. Also need to highlight is that the stone quern 

is mainly before 26 / 28 kabp. And have little to do with the blade /microblade technology.  

Blade technology is an important late Paleolithic culture factor in Europe, West Asia and Siberia, but also 

an important symbol of modern behavior. In China, it is mainly distributed in Shuidonggou site of Ningxia, 

Jinsitai site in Inner Mongolia, Jilin and Heilongjiang regions. The new discovery of blade technology in 

Xiachuan site will provide important information for exploring the modern human origin, migration and 

communication in north China.  

In the Loc. Fuyihegeliang, we also find 6 hearths, stone quern and hematite coexist and a large number 

of using fire remains. Among those hearth, one of them is conserved completely, the top of which 

complete sealed by gravel, opened the middle of the gravel, and found a large number of charcoal in the 

center, and under the Peripheral gravel, there are no charcoal, after cleared charcoal, there is a small 

shallow pit, soil of pit bottom has been red-hot. Around every hearth, there are several stone quern. And 

in the uncover process, we often found hematite, hematite powder. Although it is very tiny, but the color 

red is easily identified, the largest oneis more than one centimeter. These findings make us realize that 

the stone quern in Xiachuan site is not only processing plants seed, may also be related to the processing 

of hematite, and the latter may have more possibility.  

We also find boat shaped microlith core which have popular in north China after LGM in the upper strata 

which had disturbed by farming activity, although the age of the strata and the microlith core has not been 

determined, but it's indicate that the microlith have different developing stage in Xiahuan site, looking for 

the origin formation after 22 kabp is one of the main aim in the future.  
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The society of the Late Pleistocene hunters and gatherers in central China 
Wang, Youping (Dept. of Archaeology, Peking University, beijing, CHN) 

 
 

During the last two decades, many new Paleolithic sites were found in Zhengzhou region, central China. 

Ten thousands stone artifacts and other information related the settlement and society of Late 

Pleistocene hunter and gatherers have been collected from the excavations in Zhijidong cave, and many 

other open air site such as the Laonainaimiao, Zhaozhuang, Xishi and Lijiagou and so on. The research 

result on new discoveries indicates that the hunters and gatherers with pebble tool industry occupied the 

leading position in the early Late Pleistocene in this region. The owners of flake tool industry also were 

found, and apparently succeed the pebble tool tradition during the middle of Late Pleistocene, and then 

were people with blade and micro-blade industry dominated this area until the end of Pleistocene. A basic 

chronological frame of the Middle and Upper Paleolithic in Zhengzhou region has been also established 

by recent studies. This paper will discuss those new achievements for a better understanding on the 

society of the Late Pleistocene hunters and gatherers in central China.  
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5. Investigating the Rise of the North Pacific Maritime Tradition 

(archaeology and history) 
Ancient Maritime Societies of Northern Bristol Bay, Alaska: The Togiak Archaeological and Paleoecological 

Project 
Prentiss, Anna (The University of Montana, Missoula, USA); Barnett, Kristen (The University of Montana, Missoula, USA) 

 
 

Bristol Bay is located in Southwest Alaska, within the eastern Bering Sea region and is widely recognized 

for its highly productive maritime ecosystems. With seasonally abundant marine and anadromous 

fisheries supporting diverse and extensive sea mammal populations, the Bristol Bay coast line was an 

attractive place for maritime adapted indigenous hunting, gathering, and fishing groups for many 

millennia. It is no surprise that the Bristol Bay coastline features frequent well-preserved villages such as 

Osviak Creek, Hagemeister Island, Old Togiak, Nushagak River, and Round Island to name a few. Given 

this substantial archaeological record and the thriving descendant communities, and despite the minimal 

archaeological research, north Bristol Bay presents significant opportunities for addressing fundamental 

questions regarding the ancient history of Yup’ik societies and their relationships to other groups in the 

wider North Pacific region. Data from archaeological research in this region also offer an excellent 

opportunity to investigate paleoecological change, human ecology, and the evolution of maritime 

adaptations. We have developed the Togiak Archaeological and Paleoecological Project as a long-term 

collaboration with the Togiak Community and the Bristol Bay Native Corporation and its subsidiaries with 

goal of exploring these questions. In this paper we review current knowledge regarding the archaeology 

and history of maritime peoples of the eastern Bering Sea region with a particular focus on Bristol Bay. 

We then introduce the Togiak Archaeological and Paleoecological Project and its potential contribution to 

anthropological archaeology, history, and paleoecology.  
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Introduction: the rise of the maritime tradition in the North Pacific 
Jordan, Peter (Arctic Centre, University of Groningen, Groningen); Fitzhugh, Ben (Dept of Anthropology, University of Washington, 

Seattle, USA); Kato, Hirofumi (Center for Ainu & Indigenous Studies,, Sapporo, JPN) 

 
 

This opening paper will provide a long-range overview of the maritime tradition in the North Pacific, 

identifying central themes and major new research questions. Updates on current research also provide a 

general point of departure for the following papers, which bring together archaeological and historical 

perspectives to understand the emergence, development and intensification of these maritime-focused 

cultural traditions. and cherished in the present (though under threat). 
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North Pacific Hunter-Gatherers Living on the Ring of Fire: Interdisciplinary Research in the Islands of the 

Four Mountains, Alaska. 
Hatfield, Virginia (University of Kansas, Biodiversity Institute, Lubbock, USA); West, Dixie (University of Kansas, Biodiversity 

Institute, Manhattan, USA); Nicolaysen, Kirsten (Whitman College, Department of Geology, Walla Walla, USA); McInnes, Breanyn 

(Central Washington University, Deparment of Geological Science, Ellensburg, USA) 

 
 

The Aleutian Islands extend 1800 km between North America and Asia, separating the Bering Sea from 

the North Pacific. This region is a complex coastal ecosystem with diverse sea mammal, bird, and fish 

populations--providing maritime resources upon which hunter/gatherers depended. By 10,000 years ago 

(ya), the glaciers receded and the archipelago was habitable. The Unangan (Aleuts) genetically are most 

closely related to Chukchi and other Chukotka populations. Most likely, Unangan ancestors crossed the 

Bering Land Bridge and then migrated across the Aleutian chain from east to west. Radiocarbon dates 

indicate humans colonized the eastern Aleutians 9000 ya, the central Aleutians 7000 ya, and the western 

Aleutians by 3300 ya. These hunter/gatherers used kayaks and umiaks for hunting and transportation. 

Adapting to the cold, rainy, and very windy environment, Unangan built semi-subterranean houses of 

stone, driftwood, and whalebone covered with turf. Because no trees grow in the Aleutians, they relied on 

driftwood, marine mammal fat, stone tools, and bone tools. Stone tools were mostly made of landsites 

with obsidian and jaspers used less often. Obsidian sources have only been identified in the eastern 

Aleutians, but occur in sites in the central and western Aleutians, suggesting some type of trade network. 

The Unangan adapted and thrived for millennia in the North Pacific despite periodic, abrupt volcanic 

eruptions and tsunamis, along with long-term climatic shifts. Their life-ways were dramatically changed 

during the 18th century when Russian explorers discovered the Aleutians. Subsequent massacres, 

disease, and population relocations diminished Native populations. Currently, an interdisciplinary team of 

archaeologists, geologists, and paleobiologist are conducting research in the Aleutians to reveal the 

natural and human systems involved in the human settlement of the Aleutians. This research seeks to 

identify and understand interactions among North Pacific human groups, environmental and ecological 

changes through the Holocene, and human response to catastrophic climatic and geological influences.  
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6. Detecting shifts in mobility strategies in prehistoric and 

contemporary forager societies 
Hunter-gatherer mobility around the Carpathians between 29 and 13 ka BP, Eastern Central Europe 
Lengyel, György (University of Miskolc, Deartment of Archaeology and Prehistory, Miskolc, HUN) 

 
 

Lithic tools, quite objective sources of archaeological data, are a heavy argument in the consideration of 

archaeological cultures. In spite of this, there is no consensus among scholars in the cultural division of 

the period between 29 and 13 ka BP in the region of the Carpathians. The consequence of disagreement 

is a diverse cultural interpretation of the period. Nonetheless, involving etnoarchaeology into the 

understanding of lithic remains seemed to overcome some problems of cultural classification. 

I conducted lithic technology studies, paired with raw material provenience analysis, on assemblages of 

Hungary of the period 29-13 ka BP. The goal of the research was to reveal the “technical behavior” of 

hunter-gatherers, which I attempted to interpret through models of hunter-gatherer etnoarchaeology. I 

realized that the regnant, also classical, archaeological approach to understand the archaeological record 

around the Carpathians between 29 and 13 ka BP frequently relied on the misinterpretation of 

radiocarbon dates, inconsistent typological classification of artifacts, and fine details in lithic technology. 

These all seemed to obstruct to achieve a reasonable view on the behavioral issues of Pleistocene 

hunter-gatherers and could have caused the disagreement on the understanding of this period. 

In this paper, I claim that the formation of the archaeological records between the territories of the 

Carpathians (Western Carpathians, Eastern Carpathians, and Carpathian basin) were closely related due 

to intense mobility in warmer periods, and on the other hand unrelated, due to  decreased mobility during 

the maximum extent of Fennoscandinavian ice sheet and local glacial areas in the Carpathians. Thus, the 

various conditions of subsistence, including climatic and environmental, too, and strategies of mobility 

may have caused the lithic artifact variability in typology and technology. 
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7. Hunter-Gatherers and the Law 
Filming Torture, Filming Indigeneity: The Use of Video to Secure Baka Rights in Cameroon's Protected Areas 
Barber, Nicholas (McGill University, Dept. of Anthropology, Montreal, CAN) 

 
 

In the 1980s and 90s the government of Cameroon demarcated large portions of that country’s forestlands as national parks. This expansion of 

protected areas prevented many communities from accessing territories traditionally used for a variety of economic and cultural activities (Ashley 

and Mbile 2005). In the case of some protected areas, however, policies and legislation envisioned limited continued usage rights for local Baka 

communities. These rights were predicated on the idea that Baka, as “primitive” “hunter-gatherers,” had a special and sustainable relationship to 

forest resources, and required that Baka use only “traditional” techniques and equipment for hunting and gathering in protected areas (Rupp 2011, 

31-54). 

 

In actuality, however, policies regarding Baka access to protected areas in Cameroon are unclear and not consistently enforced. This opacity 

makes it difficult for Baka to avoid conflict with government-sponsored “ecoguards”, whom they accuse of engaging in the torture and extra-

judicial killing of Baka suspected of illegal activities in protected areas. 

 

Drawing on ethnographic research conducted over 16 months with a Baka community video project in southeast Cameroon, this paper discusses 

the ways in which video-making can serve to protect and promote the human and land use rights of indigenous hunter-gatherer communities 

through a discussion of two distinct ways in which Baka communities are using video in order to negotiate access to protected areas in Cameroon. 

First, Baka are using video in order to raise public awareness of the ecoguards’ actions, which restrict access through the clear violation of 

national and international law. 

 

Baka also use video, however, to negotiate access in a broader, less-specific way: The special usage rights that the Baka enjoy (formally if not 

substantively) are predicated on that group’s perceived “indigeneity.” By enabling the performance of certain narratives and tropes of indigeniety 

for distant publics, Baka video thus plays a second, less direct, role in promoting and preserving usage rights. 
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Common Law Customary Title in Peninsular Malaysia: "Equality" for Hunter-gatherers? 
Subramaniam, Yogeswaran (Centre for Malaysian Indigenous Studies, University of Malaya, Petaling Jaya, MYS) 

 
 

Applying mainly common law jurisprudence from Canada and Australia within the Malaysian setting, the 

Malaysian courts have legally recognised the continuance of pre-existing customary land rights of the 

Orang Asli, the generic term used to describe the Aboriginal peoples of Peninsular Malaysia. In doing so, 

the Malaysian courts have ruled that the nature of such rights should be determined in accordance with 

the customs, practices and usages of the particular claimant community. These positive developments 

have fuelled domestic advocacy and aspirations for substantive equality in respect of Indigenous minority 

land rights. With particular reference to the requirements for establishing customary title at common law 

and the content of such title, this paper examines the effectiveness of the common law doctrine as 

applied in Malaysia in delivering equality to Indigenous groups who are categorised as nomadic or semi-

nomadic hunter-gatherers, such as the Batek community of Peninsular Malaysia. It will be observed that 

existing challenges faced by Aboriginal communities in negotiating a common law doctrine and legal 

process tainted with incongruous Western property and evidentiary concepts are potentially more 

pronounced in the case of hunter-gatherer-type societies. It is suggested that these potential challenges 

are rooted in the way in which “nomadic” or “semi-nomadic” hunter-gatherer societies have been 

constructed, measured and perceived by external forces compared to more “settled” Aboriginal 

communities. Consequently, complete reliance on the courts to deliver equal treatment for hunter-

gatherer societies without a nuanced appreciation and application of Aboriginal perspectives on 

territoriality, property, identity, language, alliances, kin ties, spirituality and resource use may potentially 

risk the injustices that the common law doctrine was intended to remedy in the first place.  
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Inherent Jurisdiction Lawmaking in Hunting-Gathering Societies 
Niezen, Ronald (McGill University, Montreal, CAN) 

 
 

Some of the early contributions to the anthropology of law concern what might be called legislation 

through inherent jurisdiction, that is to say, the creation of new laws through customary procedures 

considered distinct from colonial administration, even though changes imposed by colonization may have 

produced the need for legislative changes. The politically decentralized and geographically dispersed 

nature of hunting and gathering subsistence presents distinct challenges to this kind of legislative 

processes.  These include the difficulties of consensus-oriented decision-making in new village settings, 

the need to create formal “traditional” committees for the elaboration of written laws, and the structural 

limits of engagement with dominant state systems for laws to be "legible" and legitimate.  These issues 

will be explored both comparatively and using the example of a lawmaking exercise pursued by the 

Pimicikamak Cree Nation of northern Manitoba.  
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Subsistence Hunting and Legal Rights to Wildlife Resources in Botswana and Namibia 
Hitchcock, Robert (University of New Mexico, Albuquerque , USA); Miller, Judith (University of indianapolis, Indianapolis, USA) 

 
 

From 1979-2004, Botswana was the only nation-state in Africa (of 54 nation-states) that had a national-

level subsistence hunting law. This was made possible through state legislation covering the granting of 

Special Game Licenses (SGLs) to people had depended to a significant degree on hunting and gathering 

for a substantial part of their livelihoods. The purpose of the Special Game License was several-fold. 

First, it was aimed at legitimizing hunting activity by the poorest members of the population, those people 

who depended heavily on natural resources (i.e. wild foods) for a living. Second, it was seen as a means 

of assuring a measure of food security for rural poor people. Third, it was aimed at promoting more 

equitable access to wildlife resources. In Namibia, on the other hand, the only group that was allowed to 

hunt for subsistence purposes, although without hunting licenses, were the Ju/’hoansi of the Nyae Nyae 

area in Otjozondjupa Region. In January, 2014 Botswana imposed a country-wide hunting ban which 

applied to all citizens as well as to foreigners. A question remained as to whether this ban applied to 

subsistence hunters and to people hunting on private (freehold or leasehold) land. In both Botswana and 

Namibia people in community trusts and conservancies had the option of devoting a portion of their 

wildlife quotas to subsistence use under national community-based natural resource management 

(CBNRM) policies. In both countries, individuals engaged in subsistence hunting or possession of wildlife 

products have been arrested for violating wildlife laws. This paper addresses the complexities of the legal 

regimes relating to hunting and resource management in Botswana and Namibia. 
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Upriver Battle: Policy Impact on Subsistence Practices of the Upper Copper River Indians of Alaska 
smelcer, john (Ahtna Native Corporation, Kirksville, USA) 

 
 

The indigenous Peoples of Alaska have a precarious relationship with the State of Alaska, which has 

increasingly challenged and restricted their ability to maintain a traditional lifestyle of hunting and 

gathering. Today, eighty percent of Alaskans are non-Native, and policies regarding natural resources 

increasingly favor the non-Native population. For almost thirty years, one of the most important cases 

about subsistence issues has been The State of Alaska vs. Katie John. Katie was an elder of the Ahtna 

tribe who tried to maintain her traditional lifestyle of catching salmon on a tributary of the Copper River, 

one of America’s richest salmon fisheries. For perhaps a thousand years, her family had caught salmon 

to smoke and dry for winter. But the State tried repeatedly to stop her, despite numerous rulings in her 

favor and despite federal government intervention. On March 31, 2014, the U.S. Supreme Court decided 

it would not review the latest ruling, a huge blow to the State of Alaska. The same tribe (Ahtna), was also 

impacted by new regulations regarding the harvesting of caribou. For decades, the State used a tier 

system for allocating hunting permits, which favored the local Natives, but recently, under pressure by the 

non-Native population, the State changed permit allocation to a lottery system, which favors non-Natives, 

even though the Ahtna people depend on the resource for their survival, and in fact, the caribou herd’s 

name—Nelcheena—derives from the Ahtna language.  

Presenter John Smelcer, Ph.D. is a member of the Ahtna Tribe (Tazlina Village), and for years he was Ahtna, Inc.’s tribal archaeologist and 

executive director of the Ahtna Heritage Foundation. He is related to Katie John and lived a subsistence lifestyle for much of his life.  
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11. Hunters and gatherers on display 
Playing with you and Displaying us! 
pandya, vishvajit (DA-IICT, Gandhinagar, Gujrat , IND) 

 
 

This paper based on last few years f field work among the Angs, (Jarawas) of Andaman Island. Jarawas 

maintained self imposed isolation and hostility towards the outside world. They have been undergoing a 

rapid transformation since 1999, with the outside world coming closer and closer to them. In this paper I 

will present how the Jarawas (Angs) have expressed about what they would like to be represented as in a 

museum. The museum has been proposed on the lines of the various "Primitive Tribal Groups" of the 

island being co-curators of the museum. The paper is an analysis of how the Andaman Islander perceive 

the museum representations, how and what they would like to present and represent themselves as in 

the museum.  
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12. Historical ecology of indigenous people in Amur region 
World-system network and center � periphery pre-industrial interaction in North-Eastern Asia: Ussuri valley 

region 
Kradin, Nikolay (Institute of History, Archaeology and Ethnography of the Peoples of the Far- East: Far-Eastern Branch of Russian 

Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok, RUS) 

 
 

The world-system methodology can be applied to the systems of any order – from the global system of the present to the mini-

systems of hunters-gatherers. The world-system relations are formed by four networks: bulk goods networks (BGN), prestige goods 

networks (PGN), political and military networks (PMN), information networks (IN). In this paper will discuss the different types of 

networks among the prehistorical and traditional peoples of Northern Primorye region in Ussuri valley region: the basins of Iman and 

Bikin rivers. More than 199 archaeological sites of different periods and places of camps and villages of traditional cultures were 

discovered there in the heart of the forest. The IN contributed to development of trade contacts, expansion of religions and different 

knowledge, development of technological exchanges between different civilizations. In Ussuri forest area it contributed to the 

circulation of economical innovations – fishing (Neolithic), primitive agriculture and domestication (Bronze age), metallurgy (Bronze 

and early Iron age), agriculture (Iron Age). The Neolithic peoples engaged in hunting, gathering and fishing. The catch of passing 

salmon was of great importance for this period. They had periodical contacts and exchange with populations of Amur river basin and 

central and maritime areas of Primorye region. In the Iron Age and this region was included into the sphere of the influence of the 

Chinese periphery early states. Archaeologically the results of formation of political and military networks reflected in the formation 

of complexity in settlement pattern, fortification, and PGN. In the mediaeval period there lived the Heishui Mohe of the Amur River 

and population of Pokrovka culture. It was pre-state complex society and periphery of Jurchen Empire. In this period, different non-

bulk goods trade and different PMN, PGN, and IN with regional empires were established. After Mongolian conquest these networks 

were broken. Only to Tyr cliff Ming dynasty expeditions in 1413 and 1433 were the effort of constitution of PMN in North-Eastern 

remote areas. The Udehe people are studied best of all, the Russians got acquainted to them 150 years ago. Territories of their 

settlments included diverse complex of hunting, fishing and gathering resources. This people had seasonal trade network with 

remote administrative units of the Qing dynasty. PMN and PGN don’t play the significant role through simple political organization of 

local population. This situation was changed in the period of industrialization, cutting woods and orientation of local hunting and 

fishing for the market. 
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Limiting line of farming on the Lower Amur River basins: from historical records on the ancestors of the 

present indigenous hunter-gatherers 
SASAKI, SHIRO (National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, JPN) 

 
 

In this paper I will discuss the selection of the life strategy of the hunter-gatherers in the Amur River 

basins in Russian Far East, focusing on the movement of the limiting line of farming seen in some 

historical documents.  

In border areas between subarctic and temperate zones like the Lower Amur River basins, many people 

engaged in the complex productive activities consisting of the subsistence hunting, commercial hunting, 

fishing, gathering, agriculture, and stock farming. However, the limiting line of the agriculture or farming 

has often moved from south to north and visa versa, depending on the change of some conditions. 

Though historians and archeologists often emphasized the influence of the climate change for the 

selection of their life strategy, types of productive activities, and settlement patterns, I think that the 

political and economic conditions of their living times were more important and decisive. In this paper, I 

will analyze the data on the movement of the limiting line of the farming in this region from the 13th 

century to 20th century seen in the historical documents, and discuss what factors were decisive for the 

movement. From this discussion, I will clarify the adaptation and survival strategies of the people, and 

reevaluate their society as “hunter-gatherers” in the regional history.  

The people of the Amur River basins experienced some radical changes in their political conditions since 

the 13th century. The first one was the conquest and rule by the Mongolian power (the Yuan dynasty in 

China) in the 13th century that changed the people’s life style from its basis. The second one was seen in 

the end of the 17th century, when the Qing dynasty got the victory in the war against Imperial Russia on 

the territory on the Amur River basin. After that the local people, who were organized into tribute payers, 

enjoyed a privileged life in the society under the rule of the Qing dynasty. The third change occurred in 

the late 19th century. By the agreements concluded between Qing and Russia in 1858 and 1860, the vast 

territory covering the areas northward from the Amur River and eastward from the Ussuri River was given 

to the Russian Empire. This event implies the beginning of the modern age for the local people, in which 

they could not but become indigenous minorities. The forth one occurred in the Russian Revolution in 

1917. The socialist government encouraged them to engage in the agriculture and stock farming.  

Taking such a historical process into consideration, I will analyze the historical documents on the limiting 

line of the farming, especially focusing on the movement of population and the distribution of some 

technologies, which were influenced by the political and economic conditions of each time.  
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Ornamented Bones of the Uilta in Sakhalin 
Samar, Andrey (Institute of history, archeology, and ethnography of the people of the far-east: far-eastern branch of Russian 

Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok, RUS) 

 
 

Traditional artifacts made of bones by the Uilta are now losing the functional and decorative implication in 

the present days. However, in the past, the forest hunting and sea mammal hunting gave them so many 

bones as raw materials that various kinds of products of this material were distributed among them. They 

called geometric carvings of wood or bone irg, ami. Images of simple geometric motifs seen on bone 

products belong to an ancient tradition. For the people of the ancient times, bones were the most 

commonly used materials for the manufacture of tools and household items. In the past, the influence of 

elements of the Evenk ornament was seen in the products of solid materials of the Uilta, e.g., incomplete 

concentric circles, arcs, semicircles. They are often found in the framework of children's reindeer saddles 

eme. When the Uilta gave up the reindeer herding, they replaced the former economic complex 

dependent on the reindeer to a new economic structure that is not associated with nomadism. The Uilta 

borrowed a bear cult and its whole range of ceremonies, ritual utensils, and so on from the Nivkhs and 

Ainu. A tangible acquisition, i.e., the Amur spiral ornament, was also one of the elements of this cult 

complex. The Uilta developed unique ornaments of a mixed type under such influence. They were often 

used for the ornament of women’s costumes. The Uilta accepted the ornaments for solid materials 

without any changes. A traditional belt with an elegant decorative buckle, which was widely seen among 

the Tungus-Manchu peoples and Nivkhs is also one of the items borrowed by the Uilta and spread over a 

new ethno-geographical environment. The spiral ornament is characteristic for plaques, and the fishnet-

like openwork, which is figured in intricate outlines of elegant forms, is often used. Decorative motifs on 

the surface of the buckle are fully corresponding with the culture of the Lower Amur region. A bone 

needle case with the spiral ornament is often attached to the belt. Additionally geometric elements of 

ornament in the form of short and long notching aimed toward each other are often done on it. A small 

box made of large mammal bone (elk or reindeer) is also hung from the belt. The box is decorated with a 

spiral ornament consisting of two large spirals ending at the double circle in the center A variety of bone 

awls with a cone-shaped point is one of the attachment items of the belt. The Uilta use it to untangle 

knots on belts and ropes and to dig out plant roots. One can see the spiral ornament, which shows us that 

it belongs to the culture of the Lower Amur region, on its handle. The ornament made on the bone items 

of the Uilta people belongs to the type of Amur-Sakhalin region. The Uilta took the bear cult into their 

traditional culture together with a complex ritual sculptures and utensils, with a huge variety of figurative 

making lines, and variations of spiral and braid elements. 
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Subsistence Activities of Indigenous People Before and After the Collapse of the Soviet Union: A Case Study 

of Two Nanai Villages in Amur Region 
Onisihi, Hideyuki (Doshisha Women's College of Liberal Arts, Kyotanabe,Kyoto, JPN) 

 
 

The policies of the Soviet Union caused one of the most drastic examples of socio-economic development in the 20th century. 

During the Soviet era, however, it was difficult for anthropologists from the Western Bloc to visit and do research. Therefore, 

ethnographic information on those socio-economic changes was very limited. Actually, resources about the past during the Soviet 

era tend to be narratives gained through interviews, which are affected by personal views and experiences, and/or socio-political 

discourses in the archives, which are rarely free from ideology. This paper attempts to analyze the village landscapes during the 

Soviet era of the Nanai, who were originally regarded as indigenous foragers in the Amur region, with GIS analysis using satellite 

imagery. In particular, this research examines the Corona satellite images that gathered information on landscapes in the Soviet era, 

and compares those to the ALOS images giving information on the present landscapes. In addition, it clarifies information on past 

landscapes in the satellite images through oral histories based on interviews with local people conducted as part of the ethnographic 

research in two Nanai villages imaged by both satellites. The aim of these researches is to understand the products of subsistence 

activities in the Soviet era which cannot be observed directly as geographical factors on the past satellite imagery. The results of 

these researches lead to the conclusions that Nanai villages in the Soviet era, which were founded and managed by Kolkhoz, were 

not sustainable with the work force of local villagers only, and that such a situation was already difficult to sustain before the 

collapse of the Soviet system. On the other hand, ethnographic data shows that the daily socio-economy of Nanai villages has been 

sustained by fishing, hunting and so on as indigenous subsistence activities which were based on a delicate balance of relationships 

with outside economies until the present, even after the collapse of the Soviet Union. These findings help to clarify political and 

economic factors as driving forces behind subsistence activities of an indigenous forager society in the Far East Asia from the 

Soviet era until the present. At the same time, it examines the transition of foragers’ adaptation strategies under the Soviet Union, 

about which there has been very limited information. Therefore, this case study will show new perspectives for studies on hunter-

gatherer society. 
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The role of trade caravans of the 18th century in the flow from China to Russia on ethnographic information 

about the indigenous peoples of the Amur 
Bereznitskiy, Sergey (Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography: Russian Academy of Sciences, Saint Petersburg, 

RUS) 

 
 

Russia and China have scientific information, art and other cultural achievements on long exchange. 

Some aspects of this process can be traced based on the study of the Russian-Chinese caravan trade of 

the 18th century. In the middle 18th century, a Russian trade caravan under the control of director A. M. 

Vladykin brought the fundamental work "gūsai uheri ejetun bithe" from China to Russia. It was translated 

from Manchu language by orientalists A. L. Leont’ev and I. K. Rossokhin. In 1784, the translation was 

published in St. Petersburg: "The detailed description of an origin and status of the Manchu people and 

troops consisting in Eight Banners". Scientific works of Leont’ev and Rossokhin are studied well enough. 

For example, it was cleared that the translation "...description Manchu people..." contained valuable 

ethnographic, historical, geographical materials on the Manchus, the Chinese, and the ancestors of 

modern Nanai, Nivkh, Udege, and Ulchi. However, little is known about research and collecting works of 

participants of the caravan. Meanwhile, geodesist E. Vladykin made a description on the route of the 

caravan and made a map of the Priamurya on the basis of the Chinese and Manchurian sources. In 

general, the review of the activities of the Russian trade caravans will help to highlight the important 

process of collecting ethnographic and historical data on indigenous peoples of the Amur River. 
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14. Research and Activism among the Kalahari san today: Ideals, 

Challenges and Debates 
!Khwa ttu San Museum: the visions, ambitions� and challenges� for creating a museum with the San 
Low, Chris (Bath Spa University, Bath, GBR) 

 
 

!Khwa ttu is a San Education and Culture Centre 70 kms. north west of Cape Town. Since its 

founding in 1999, !Khwa ttu has strived to build a museum as  an integral part of its wider 

strategies for seeking cultural restitution for the San. After two painful false starts planning 

finally commenced in January 2014. This paper will report on the progress of the museum some 

nineteen months down the line, now that a solid template exists  from which the primary 

fundraising initiative is being launched. It focuses on the difficulties of achieving cultural 

restitution through a museum, the challenges of adequately representing an outdoor hunter-

gatherer people in the closed environment of a museum and some of the solutions proposed 

for making the museum truly significant for the San.  The paper will be presented by the co-

founder of !Khwa ttu, anthropologist Irene M. Staehelin, and Dr Chris Low, co-ordinator of 

contents and main liaison to San communities and scholars. The plans are presented in a 

spirit of dialogue  and in the hope that issues might be raised that will enhance the planning 

and future quality and relevance of the museum for the San and  visitors and users alike. 
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Building Alliances: tensions, expectations, and cunning conundrums 
sapignoli, maria (Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Halle Saale, GER) 

 
 

San mobilization and activism at different levels and scale have increased in the past forty years. 

In the process, people have engaged with states, with national and international institutions, non-

governmental organizations, civil society, and indigenous movements. This has happened 

through the creation of San organizations, San groups and individuals taking part in 

international, national, and local-level meetings, drawing up and disseminating declarations and 

statements, social networking and advocacy on the web, taking positions on governments’ 

policies, and provision of information to lawyers, donor agencies, anthropologists, civil society 

organizations, and the media. In this paper I will consider the tensions and conundrums that have 

arisen in the interactions between San and the state and the publics. Through these interactions, 

different perspectives on rights, equality, and resource use emerged, both in discussions about 

the land and its peoples and in the debates over Botswana government policies, programmes, and 

forms of governance.  
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Nyae Nyae Village Schools Project: 1990-2015 
Heckler, Melissa (Kalahari Peoples Fund, Cross River, New York, USA) 

 
 

 

Nyae Nyae Village Schools Project 

1990-2015 

Melissa Heckler 

 

The Nyae Nyae Village Schools Project began in 1990 under a small thorn tree in /Aotcha, 

Namibia.  The initial goal was to introduce Ju/’hoan children, in their mother tongue, to literacy, 

numeracy, and the lesson oriented structure of a public school day, in order that they would be 

better prepared to succeed in the government school in Tsumkwe and elsewhere.  However, 

this apparently straightforward goal belied a much more complicated cultural process that was 

taking place.  This paper explores some considerations involved with the transition of Ju/’hoan 

children to the formal education system, and describes how the Village Schools aimed to 

address them to support 5 fully functioning Village Schools  with Ju/’hoan teachers teaching in 

Ju/hoansi. This paper also addresses the many challenges that had to be confronted and 

challenges that are still addressed daily.  

Ju/' loan  traditional educational practices can be described as one of the oldest field-tested 

curricula on the planet.  Ju/’hoansi decision-making process epitomize direct democracy: one 

person, one vote and group consensus in decision making.   The values underlying this system 

are communicated and practiced from childhood, and form the basis of their educational 

approach.   These include the practice and idea of child autonomy – the importance of this 

approach in Ju/’hoan culture cannot be over-emphasized.   Although this can be a foreign 

concept to most Western educational practices, it makes logical sense: to be a thriving 

democracy, a society must give children autonomy to make decisions and experience the 

consequences. In essence, democracy requires a problem-solving approach to classroom 

practices.  
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Performing Our Past to Secure Our Future: A Look at San-Owned Cultural Tourism in the Kalahari 
Giraudo, Rachel (California State University, Northridge, Northridge, CA, USA) 

 
 

San peoples have long been involved in various forms of cultural tourism. For over a century, 

they hosted explorers, anthropologists, and leisure tourists who sought to experience firsthand 

their distinctive cultural practices, languages, and physical appearance. Non-San tourism 

operators, many of whom employed or even coerced San individuals and families to perform 

cultural stereotypes, mediated and profited from leisure tourism encounters. Visitors often 

treated the San as “primitive” objects of fascination to be gazed at and photographed. While 

these exploitative relationships still occur, there is an important shift in San involvement in 

cultural tourism. Increasingly, San peoples are participating in their own community-based 

tourism ventures. Mindful of outsiders’ fascination with their cultural heritage, they are 

establishing cultural activities and accommodation facilities in order to entertain and educate 

guests. The San use these projects to take pride in their culture, correct tourists’ 

misunderstandings about them, and, above all, to earn an income. These tourism projects not 

only contribute to San livelihoods but also help increase political recognition by governments 

that support the expansion of national tourism economies. Based on a survey of San-owned 

cultural tourism projects in Botswana, Namibia, and South Africa, this paper addresses how San 

peoples exert political agency by commodifying their own identities in the cultural tourism 

industry. Specifically, it addresses how they engage their “strategic essentialism” by sharing their 

heritage through cross-cultural encounters with tourists.  
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Fresh Field data from my work among the Hai||om and !Xun of Tsinsabis and Ekoka 
Goodwin, Charlie (University of Cologne, Köln, GER) 

 
 

Following twelve months of research (September 2014 - September 2015) among Hai||om and !Xun San 

groups at the field sites of Ekoka and Tsinsabis in North Eastern Namibia, I will present here fresh data 

concerning the transmission of folk knowledge among these groups in an increasingly rapidly-changing 

environment. Working under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Thomas Widlok and Prof. Dr. Michael Bollig at 

the University of Cologne as part of the E3 branch of the SFB806 "Our Way to Europe" project, these 

findings will contribute to the modelling of the mobility of ancient hunter-gatherers, as well as being useful 

for analysis of different "theatres" of folk knowledge transmission. With the theme of "forager failure" in 

mind, these findings will illustrate some of the many challenges involved in life for Kalahari San people 

across multiple environments, as well as the challenges involved in conducting research on what the 

author has termed "folk knowledge" in these environments. Data on memories, mobility, teaching, 

taxonomy, gathering and hunting will be presented, as well as some of the possible implications of these 

findings. 
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Land, Livelihoods, and Empowerment among the San of Western Zimbabwe 
Begbie-Clench, Benjamin (Legal Assistance Centre, Windheok, NAM); Hitchcock, Robert (University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 

USA); Ndlovu, Davy (Tsoro-o-tso San Development Trust, Dlamini, ZWE) 

 
 

The Tshwa San of western Zimbabwe, like other San of southern Africa, have been dispossessed of 

much of their land as a result of the establishment of commercial farms, state forests, and protected 

areas, notably the Hwange National Park. In the 21st century, the Tshwa have sought to promote their 

land and resource rights, to form community-based organizations, to encourage the recording and 

teaching of the Tshwao language, and to expand educational and economic opportunities for Tshwa 

children and adults. Zimbabwe Tshwa are taking part increasingly in national and regional symposia and 

workshops on minorities and indigenous peoples in southern Africa and they hope to attend international 

meetings such as the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the African 

Commission on Human and Peoples Rights. There is a widespread desire on the part of Tshwa in 

Zimbabwe to work more closely with their relatives and friends in Botswana and to improve cross-border 

relations. This paper assesses the challenges facing the Tshwa as they seek to empower themselves as 

citizens of Zimbabwe alongside other historically disadvantaged populations in the country and the roles 

that applied anthropology and linguistics can play in assisting such communities and states. 
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People of the Eland/People of ELAN:The Ju|'hoan Transcription Group and Ju|'hoan Mother-Tongue Literacy 
Biesele, Megan (Kalahari Peoples Fund, Austin, Texas, USA) 

 
 

The Nyae Nyae Village Schools Project (VSP) in Namibia, a primary-grade, mother-tongue literacy 

undertaking, is a community-based project with professional linguistic credentials. Begun in 1990 and 

ongoing, the VSP made possible the formation of the Ju|'hoan Transcription Group (JTG) in 2002. Local 

JTG members received computer literacy and transcription training with ELAN software. They participated 

in the creation of national literacy education curriculum in Namibia as well as Ju|'hoan enrichment 

materials, drawn from their own traditions, for English-medium schools in the Ju|'hoan speaking area. The 

JTG provides a case study of a community-based language documentation project that is being used as 

an example by other San and Khoe language groups in southern Africa. JTG transcribers process, 

publish, and archive verbal materials ranging from folklore and oral history to political meetings and local 

creative writing. A growing international reputation has brought them recent work with archaeologists, 

anthropologists, and filmmakers from around the world. At the same time they are amassing a community 

archive available to Ju|'hoan-speaking students and their teachers, leaders, and fellow community 

members.  
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The Bushman Brand: Imagery of nature and culture for tourists in neoliberal times 
Koot, Stasja (Institute of Social Studies, Erasmus University, Rotterdam) 

 
 

Various scholars (Gordon and Douglas 2000; Sylvain 2014) have explained that the primordial image of 

Bushmen is an important construct that contributes to their contemporary marginalized status. This image 

perpetuates in the post-independence and post-apartheid contexts of Namibia, South Africa and 

Botswana, not least in tourism. In this industry, the ‘authentic’ Bushman image tends to be fortified, 

growing rapidly as an important drive of neoliberal discourse. This has created a setting where images 

are commodified more and stronger than ever before. In this paper, I explore how the image of the 

Bushmen has changed throughout history, where it stands today and what the consequences of this are. 

Building on literature about the neoliberalization of ‘nature’ (or Nature Inc.™, e.g. Arsel and Büscher 

2012) and ‘culture’ (or Etnicity Inc., e.g. Comaroff and Comaroff 2009), I develop the argument that the 

Bushman image has now become a brand suiting Western ideas about nature and culture evermore. 

Today Bushmen show a strong dependency upon market forces in tourism and development. This is an 

uncomfortable contradiction for those working in or supporting tourism (such as the state, NGOs, 

anthropologists and local farmers). All for their own purposes, they seem to need and use this ‘Bushman 

brand’, although they are aware that it distracts from another reality of marginalization. However, all this 

does not necessarily mean that Bushmen are only victims of more powerful forces in the market; they 

also show agency and sometimes strengthen their own brand where it suits them.  
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15. InuitStudies today: New Approaches to old Issues 
Looking Back to the Future: Traditional Resources, Harvest Data and Inuit Food Security 
Wenzel, George (McGill University, Montreal, CAN) 

 
 

Hunting and use of wildlife has long been a dominant element in the literature on Inuit. However, a recent 

trend in writing about Canadian Inuit is that a dietary transition from traditional to market foods in well 

underway. Among the reasons postulated as drivers of this change are: Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

and land skills are in severe decline; equipment, fuel and other costs are prohibitive; the biophysical 

environment has been radically altered by climate change; and, simply, the desire for traditional foods is 

waning. Whether taken together or singly, the overall conclusion tacitly suggests that wildlife is no longer 

(or soon will cease to be) a critical element in the Inuit food system. Despite this assertion, there is 

considerable, albeit mainly anecdotal, evidence that traditional resources remain materially and culturally 

critical to Inuit. This paper is based on the analysis of recent historical data on Inuit wildlife harvesting in 

the Qikiqtaaluk (formerly Baffin) region of Nunavut for two periods, 1980-1984 and 1996-2001. The 

analysis indicates a downward trend in traditional resource availability with respect to the considered 

consumer population and relates this reduction to:  

1) demographic changes in the Qikiqtaalummiut population;  

2) weakness in the monetized sector of the regional mixed economy;  

3) even in the weakest harvest year (2000-2001), nearly 300gms of country food were available to the 

region’s Inuit.  

  

Keywords: Inuit Food Security; Traditional Resources; Country Food Availability; Diachronic Analysis  
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Understanding the Relationship between Health, Well-Being, and Food Insecurity in Ulukhaktok, NT, Canada 
Collings, Peter (University of Florida, Gainesville, USA) 

 
 

Five decades of research among Eskimo peoples in North America has established a trend of declining 

health and increasing health disparities that corresponds with the rapid socioeconomic and environmental 

changes occurring in the region. Most research is descriptive, documentary, and epidemiological. Recent 

work on food insecurity in the Arctic follows this trend, focusing on the issue at the community level and 

attending to imported food and market systems while ignoring the continued importance of sharing 

networks and the contribution of country food to local economies.  

This paper reports on fieldwork conducted during June and July, 2014, in the Inuit settlement of 

Ulukhaktok, in the Northwest Territories of Canada. Data collected include (1) Cultural Consensus data 

on Inuit models of well-being; (2) Self-reports of depression and anxiety via the Hopkins Symptom 

Checklist; and (3) Perceptions of food insecurity as measured by the Household Food Insecurity Access 

Scale (HFIAS). This paper addresses the links between these three assessments, focusing in particular 

on how Inuit responses to the HFIAS are informed by cultural understandings of well-being. This 

presentation also examines the implications of these results for linking culture and cultural practices to the 

perceived stresses of contemporary settlement life, and to the longer term health consequences of 

chronic activation of the physiological stress response.  

Keywords: Food Security, Inuit, Health, Well-Being 
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17. Religious Beliefs and Practices as definig Features in Small-Scale 

Hunting-Gathering Societies 
Hunter-Gatherers and the Origins of Religion 
Peoples, Hervey (University of Cambridge, Cambridge, GBR); Duda, Pavel (University of South Bohemia, Ceské Budejovice, CZE); 

Marlowe, Frank (University of Cambridge, Cambridge, GBR) 

 
 

Religious behavior is unique to humans. The universality of religion in human society points to a deep evolutionary past, suggesting 

that religious beliefs and behaviors may have emerged before the appearance of the first modern human foragers. Recent studies of 

the evolution of religion have focused on the cognitive underpinnings of belief in supernatural agents, the role of ritual in 

communicating cooperation, and the relationship of morally punishing gods to the growth and stabilization of human society. 

However, the specific traits of nascent religiosity have remained unknown. Until the advent of agriculture about 12,000 years ago, all 

human societies foraged for wild foods by hunting, gathering and fishing.  Little attention has been paid to the religion of hunter-

gatherers whose religious beliefs and behaviors developed during the prior 99% of   human history. Although ethnographic hunter-

gatherers are not direct analogues of those early societies, they can provide a window onto traits selected for in the Pleistocene, 

including the origins of religion. Here we reconstruct ancestral states for seven characters describing traits of religiosity in a global 

sample of ethnographic hunter-gatherers using maximum likelihood methods on a time-calibrated phylogenetic supertree, based on 

published genetic phylogenies and linguistic classification. We test for correlated evolution of characters to investigate possible 

coevolution of characters and infer patterns of trait emergence. We show that probably the oldest traits of religion, shared by the 

most recent common ancestor of present-day hunter-gatherers, were Animism, Belief in an Afterlife, and possibly the concept of a 

single creator deity or High God, albeit one that is not active in human affairs.  
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The 'New Animism' and the San 
Guenther, Mathias (CHAGS 11, Milton, CAN) 

 
 

Despite resurrecting its central concept from one of the discipline’s Founding Fathers, the so-called “new 

animism” is a very much current branch of symbolic anthropology (amongst scholars such as Philippe 

Descola, Eduardo Vivieros de Castro, Tim Ingold, Rane Willerslev and Nurit Bird-David). With its focus on 

the rituals and beliefs and modes of thought specifically of small-scale hunters, hunter-gatherers, hunter-

herders and hunter-horticulturalists, it is concerned with how humans conceive of their being in relation to 

non-human beings, in particular animals. Studies of the relational ontologies of such peoples in 

Amazonia, sub-arctic America, Siberia and south Asia have revealed a number of commonalities, chief of 

them human-non-human ontological instability and continuity, and deriving from it, the attribution of 

personhood to non-humans. This suggests that a human-animal relational framework may be integral to 

the belief systems of hunter-gatherers and peoples like them. African hunter-gatherers have been 

excluded from the purview of the researchers who work with the relational ontology paradigm. The paper 

looks at one of them, the San of southern Africa, in order to examine the extent to which this hunter-

gatherer group falls in line with the new animism schema.  
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18. Hunter-Gatheres' Metaphysics - does it exist? 
In pursuit of the firefly: The poetics and politics of "lightscape" in the Jarawa forests. 
Pandya, Vishvajit (DA-IICT, Gandhinagar, IND) 

 
 

Based on ethnographic work among the Jarawas (Angs of Andaman Islands) for over two decades, has 

pushed me towards exploring ‘shifts’ in Jarawa engagements with their lived space in the context of the 

cessation of their hostilities with the outside world and their increasing contact with the settler villages on 

the fringes of the Jarawa Reserve Territory. This paper addresses the problem of space and spatiality in 

historical and anthropological studies, from a larger and more sustained engagement with questions of 

state-indigene relations in the Andaman Islands. It seeks to draw attention to the ways in which concepts 

of space and spatiality are deeply embedded in contemporary debates on indigenous futures in the 

Andaman Islands as it is elsewhere. However debates around the community of the Jarawas of the 

Andaman Islands are often framed within polarized positions on their futures in the forest and futures in 

the settlement. Proponents of both positions seem to assume that the Jarawas have a clear ‘either/or’ 

position on their preferences for a life in a forest insulated from the settlements or for a life in the 

settlement outside the confines of the forest.  

Jarawas however argue that the political/academic interventions on indigenous futures must engage with 

the problematic of indigeneity and spatiality not just in terms of land, territory, settlement and related 

rights and opportunities within it but also as part of a larger ontology of ‘dwelling’ that defines indigenous 

engagements with their lived spaces created around the idea of luminosity and darkness. For Jarawas 

there future is based on a nuanced notion of lightscape derived from idea of cosmology and environment.  
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The Deceitful Hunter-Gatherer anthropological category 
Désveaux, Emmanuel (Ecole des hautes d'études en sciences sociales (EHESS), Paris, FRA) 

 
 

The hunter-gatherer category is defined by a deficiency, deficiency of agriculture and animal 

domestication. The definition reflects a Western conception that gives privilege to the material dimension 

of social life. It is noteworthy to observe that the category emerged as a paradigm in the late sixties. It 

offered an opportunity for ecological culturalism and Marxist intellectual traditions to converge and for 

American and European anthropologies to speak the same language after decades of mutual ignorance 

or misunderstanding in the respective names of Boasian culturalism and of Malinowskian functionalism. 

In that sense, it was beneficial to all the discipline. But seen today with retrospect the paradigm appears 

mainly as the ultimate avatar of primitivism. Like totemism at the beginning of 20th century, it is an 

anthropological illusion. The ethnographically-known hunter-gatherer populations belong to regional 

cultural configurations that carry much more weight in terms of designing theirs worldviews than any 

determination by means of production. A comparison between North-American Natives and Australian 

Aborigines will support the case.  
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19. Conflict and Resilience in Hunter-Gatherer Religions 
The Birhors: A Case Study among the Adivasis of Jharkhand (India) 
Beggiora, Stefano (Ca Foscari Venezia, Venezia, ITA) 

 
 

The authors of the presentation are two: Stefano Beggiora and Deborah Nadal (we ask if 

possible additional 5-10 minutes on the scheduled time)  

Within the greatly diverse Indian tribal context, the State of Jharkhand stands out for the 

abundance of Scheduled Tribes present in the area, the remarkable presence of hunter-

gatherers and the relatively low influence of Hinduism and Christianity on their traditional 

religions. If State religions do not seem to represent a serious thread to hunter-gatherers’ 

animism, the same cannot be said when it comes to the capitalism-oriented public policies 

which are currently converting Jharkhand into an important pole of the Indian industrial sector. 

Possessing 40% of the mineral resources of the entire country and a remarkable forest 

coverage, Jharkhand is sacrificing its environmental and cultural heritage to pursue economic 

development. Profit-oriented forest policies and culturally homologating social policies are 

causing profound changes in the lives of hunter-gatherers, affecting their lifestyle and their 

worldview.  

Based on the assumption that the elements of the natural environment in which these 

communities live, represent a significant part of their cultural systems, this contribution wants 

to analyze the strain of religious resilience shown by the Birhors. Nomadic hunter-gatherers till 

the 50's of the past century, then settled down by the Government turning to employment as 

farm labourers, nowadays Birhors have to dramatically readjust their material and spiritual lives 

to this State-imposed way of life. They have been deeply affected majorly by the removal from 

the forest they lived in and with which they shaped their identity. In Birhor language “Birhor” 

means “Men of the forest”: this demonstrates not only the strong link with the environment 

they claim to belong to, but also, as Descola teaches us, the utopia of believing in the “man-

nature” dichotomy that for Birhors is simply unthinkable. This is the reason why, now that 

Jharkhand’s blind longing for economic development is de facto creating such a dichotomy, 

they are obstinately trying not to loose their ties with the more-than-human world they have 

always lived in.  
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21. Ritual Action 
Innovation in Mbendjele women's Ngoku rituals 
Oloa Biloa, Camille (University College London, London, GBR) 

 
 

  

The Mbendjele of Northern Congo Brazzaville are very creative when it comes to men and women’s 

rituals. Young people are often encouraged by the elders to catch or purchase new spirits in order to 

perform news rituals, and each village has a slightly different version of each spirit ritual they practice. 

Despite an incredible resilience of ancient spirit rituals such as Edjengi, Bolobé or Ngoku, during my 

fieldwork (November 2012-June 2014) I observed great differences in the way these rituals are performed 

from one community to the other. As rituals are re-invented each time they are performed by different 

individuals in different places, rituals are in constant evolution. At the heart of Mbendjele culture, spirit 

performances are at the same time a reaffirmation of a long tradition as well as a way for individuals to 

express themselves in a unique way that allows them to differentiate from one another. New songs, 

dances and settings are constantly introduced in the performance of Ngoku rituals, and I will show that 

this constant evolution is part of the ritual itself.  

In this paper I will focus on Ngoku, one of the most widely spread and practiced women’s rituals in 

Mbendjele society. I’ll show that despite a common symbolic and religious meaning, innovation in the way 

the performance in held can have a great impact on the ritual itself. I will focus on the way the Mbendjele 

from the village of Bonguinda (Likouala region) transformed this ancient ritual through innovation 

processes to make it their own in a very specific way. Through this case study, I aim to analyse the way 

aspects of a performance can be reinvented without changing the ritual structure itself.  

 



 

46 

 

 

Ritual, sharing and honey collecting among the Maniq 
Kricheff, Daniel (University College London, London, GBR) 

 
 

The Maniq people of Southern Thailand are one of the least studied groups of hunter-gatherers in the 

Malay peninsula. This paper will present recent findings from field work among the Maniq, focusing 

specifically on the dynamic relationship between ritual and economic and political practices. Ritual among 

the Maniq is highly decentralised, and often performed in an ad hoc, personalised manner. The paper will 

consider the ways in which Maniq cosmological conceptions and ritual performance are closely related to 

conceptions of proper social and political behaviour. It will consider how everyday actions such as sharing 

practices, foraging technology and the avoidance of felling large trees are placed at the centre of Maniq 

cosmology. It will also consider how these very actions - especially sharing and redistributing food and 

other desired objects between individuals within the camp - become incorporated into ritual actions 

associated with the seasonal collection of honey.  
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The ritual construction, use and efficacy of the sihap-talisman among the Eastern Penan, Sarawak, Malaysian 

Borneo 
Rothstein, Mikael (University of Southern Denmark (SDU), Odense M, DNK) 

 
 

Based on fieldwork data, as well as ethnographic literature, this presentation offers an in-depth analysis 

of amulets and talismans of the Eastern Penan, Sarawak, Malaysian Borneo. These artefacts, sihap, are 

ritually designed, made and used in many different ways, and serve as valuable, and sometimes 

indispensable, elements in ritualized processes, hunting not least. Apart from showing how the efficacy of 

the sihap is created by means of micomythology, classification, storage, combination of materials etc., I 

shall argue that the sihap itself constitutes a kind of ritual, a ”battery” that works like any other apotropaic 

ritual, but without or with only little manipulation. It works in itself, and automatically implies, or relates to, 

other ritual spheres. Furthermore, my presentation will discuss the social and political implications of 

sihap exchange and trade, and show how the otherwise non-ritualized Penan in fact may be perceived as 

extraordinarily ritualistic.  
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YOLNGU DANCE REMIX AS LAST FAREWELL 
Tamisari, Franca (Ca' Foscari University of Venice, Venice, ITA) 

 
 

The papers will discuss a type of dance that is performed at the end of mortuary ceremonies in Northeast 

Arnhem Land, Northern Territory, Australia. To the tune of Yolngu pop music by local groups such as 

Yothu-Yindi and Saltwater Band, these dances are usually choreographed and performed by a group of 

women who thus want to show their love and respect to their deceased relative.  These performances 

characterise one of the most emotionally charged phases of a mortuary ceremony by drawing from 

ancestral events constituting the deceased’s individual and collective identities. As in other Yolngu dance 

events (music festivals, Christian performances, sports and other public events), these original 

compositions can be referred to as ‘tactics of cultural remix’ that sampling ceremonial and pop elements, 

eliminate the boundary between ritual, contemporary and popular performances and thus, as Yolngu 

would say: “activate connections between present circumstances and the living wisdom of the past”. 
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22. Theories from the Field? Siberian Ethnography of Hunter-

Gatherers and Anthropological Theory 
From Chicago with Love: Sol Tax, The Peoples of Siberia and Soviet Anthropology in the 1960s 
Smith, Joshua (The University of Western Ontario , London, CAN) 

 
 

Sol Tax’s politics of action anthropology extended to the political relations with Indigenous communities, 

but also to the international anthropological community. Through archival research, this paper offers 

insights into the history of Siberian Ethnography through the lens of Tax's involvement in Soviet 

Anthropology.  Originally published in Russian (1956), The Peoples of Siberia was translated into English 

(1964) and published by the University of Chicago with attention to the scope and intimacies of the 

networks between Tax and others, such as Eleanor Leacock; they were both involved in the 

establishment of the journal Soviet Anthropology and Archeology (1962).  Moreover, Tax organized both 

a 1958 conference in  Moscow as part of his world tour for launching Current Anthropology and the 

7th Congress of the International Union of Ethnologists held in Moscow around 1963. Altogether, letters 

and documents from Tax’s notes, correspondences with editors of The Peoples of Siberia as well as 

records from Current Anthropology, and the Chicago Press archives, are utilized in drawing out the 

relationships and political sensibilities regarding the Soviet Anthropology of the 1960s with a particular 

focus on Siberian Ethnography and Ethnographers.  
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25. Challenging those who think only advanced cultures have rights 

or values 
Progress and Ethnocentrism 
Gardner, Peter (University of Missouri, Columbia, MO, USA) 

 
 

As Chair, I wish to open Session 25 with an 8 minute report of my own:  

Abstract : Although many countries and individuals today find the idea of progress to be appealing, this is 

not universal. Tribal peoples who get swallowed up by countries, but who don’t get fully acculturated, can 

find themselves being viewed by others ethnocentrically as childlike, lacking in discipline, or having 

undeveloped values.  

In 1975, a federal judge was appointed by Canada’s Government to elicit testimony from both Dehcho 

Dene (in the Northwest Territories) and a major gas company concerning a massive planned pipeline 

across Dene’s ancient hunting and trapping territory. Two Dene elders got the court’s consent for me to 

testify along with them. Because of Canadian attitudes, one of the two things I spoke about was the 

Dene’s impressive social values. And Dene faces showed that they strongly endorsed my testimony. A 

news reporter recorded my statement and it was broadcast that night nationally on Canada’s “CBC 

Evening News.”  

Euro-Canadians in Alberta and the NWT often refer to Native Canadians as “drunken Injuns,” whether or 

not they are drinking. That is blatantly ethnocentric; it expresses things precisely backwards. During the 

1896 Yukon Gold Rush, many Euro-Canadians in the north took up drinking home brew for recreation, 

then got heavily drunk and had fights. Ironically, by contrast, after cooperating at work, Dene drink home 

brew together and air any complaints they have. They then “forget” all that has been said and their issues 

are considered resolved. They did this with me, too.  

Although Canada badly needs the pipeline, the judge found need to delay the planned project and he 

made it clear in his published findings that he knew and appreciated the social values of the Dene. Also, 

Canada began taking steps at that time that brought huge, positive changes in the status of both northern 

lands and northern peoples.  

My contribution was minor, but it taught me that anthropologists, with care, luck, and the right publicity, 

may be able to help effect positive change in public policies. It could at least be a potential goal.  
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26. Hunter-gatherers, archaeology and the emergence of symbolic 

culture 
Reconstructing a source cosmology for African hunter-gatherers 
Power, Camilla (University of East London, London, GBR) 

 
 

This paper draws on the rich ethnography of ritual and myth for populations of African hunter-gatherers (Khoisan, Western and 

Eastern Pygmies, and Hadza). These groups on genetic evidence conserve the most ancient human lineages with the highest 

phylogenetic diversity. They show a potential time-depth of separation in the range of 50-100,000 years, equal to or greater than the 

first movement of modern humans out of Africa (Pickrell et al. 2012, Rito et al 2013).  

 

In terms of shared cultural roots, what is the implication of the ancient common ancestry, with deep-time subsequent separation of 

populations? Each of these African hunter-gatherer populations bears a cultural heritage independent of the others over long time 

periods. If significant shared features of magico-religious systems were demonstrated, these could be of considerable antiquity, 

tracing back to source cosmologies contemporary with the emergence of modern human symbolic behaviour. The most 

conservative aspects of cultural continuity, including archaic structures of ritual and cosmology, could therefore stem from the 

Middle Stone Age.  

 

Using Grauer’s ‘triangulation’ method (2011: 44), I propose a number of key features likely to belong to a ‘hypothetical baseline 

culture’ which could correspond to the first symbol-using modern humans. These features include healing dances; return to first 

creation at initiation; a lunar framework of ritual; species facilitating earth-sky movements and transformation; respect rules of game; 

and an ideology of blood. 

 

From this perspective, a comparative ethnography of African hunter-gatherer ritual and myth could illuminate the archaeological 

record of early symbolism. Can we pursue a kind of cultural cladistics, identifying shared derived characteristics likely to have 

belonged to ancestor populations? At the very least, can we constrain the possible models for the emergence of symbolism by 

attention to such ethnographic detail? 

 

Grauer, V. 2011 Sounding the Depths. Pittsburgh: CreateSpace. See http://soundingthedepths.blogspot.co.uk/ 

Pickrell JK, Patterson N, Barbieri C, Berthold F, Gerlach L et al. 2012. The genetic prehistory of southern Africa. Nat Commun 3: 

1143. doi: 10.1038/ncomms2140. PubMed: 23072811 

Rito T, Richards MB, Fernandes V, Alshamali F, Cerny V, et al. 2013. The First Modern Human Dispersals across Africa. PLoS 

ONE 8(11):e80031. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0080031 
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27. Oral Tradition, Sociolinguistics, Language Contact in Hunting and 

Gathering societies. An Ethnol 
Hunter-gatherers and farmers in Borneo: assessing dual linguistic influences, the relative persistence of 

linguistic features, and the resulting ethnocultural identity 
Sellato, Bernard (Centre Asie du Sud-Est, EHESS, Paris, FRA) 

 
 

The Müller-Schwaner central mountain range of Borneo is home to a handful of small ethnic groups that are historically derived, at 

least in part, from forest hunter-gatherer groups (Punan) and which I collectively called the Müller-Schwaner Punan (MSP; Sellato 

1981), and they appeared as such in Wurm & Hattori’s (1983) Language Atlas of the Pacific Area. Although MSP languages have 

tentatively been included in the Kayanic Group (Hudson 1978), their position has remained quite ambiguous. In the same way that 

MSP people display cultural features clearly originating from two distinct major clusters of farming people, the “Kayan” groups (to the 

north and east) and the “Barito” groups (to the south and west), both of which they had extended historic contact with, MSP 

languages show phonological and lexical affinities with both the Kayanic and Barito language groups. By examining various features 

of MSP languages, this study endeavors to discriminate between those that may belong to original Punan tongues and those 

resulting from contact with either the Kayanic or Barito language groups; to assess these features’ relative persistence through time; 

and to ponder the effect of this dual linguistic contact situation on MSP groups’ ethnocultural identity in the region. 
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Oral Tradition as a field of research in HG history, language and identity. Case studies from Africa and 

Indonesia 
Micheli, Ilaria (University of Trieste, Trieste, ITA); Soriente, Antonia (University of Naples L'Orientale (IT), Napoli, ITA) 

 
 

Oral tradition, with its huge and precious heritage of legends, tales, songs and riddles, is one of the fields 

where cultural identity is usually best preserved and perceived. Specific genres can be witnesses of 

determined historical contact and influence from external groups, or represent an original, indigenous 

form of expression. Loanwords and other external syntactic or morphological elements, if present, can be 

analyzed as traces of contact, while the context in which these phenomena appear (religious or not, for 

example) can give the researcher important hints about the socio-political weight of external groups in the 

daily life of the people he/she is studying.  

This paper, presenting two different case studies, aims to discuss some of these significant elements, 

which can be used as key factors in the new wave of a socio-political upheaval for the defense of 

“indigenous peoples’ rights”.  

In the first case study, Ilaria Micheli investigates specific genres and loans of the oral tradition of the 

Ogiek of Mariashoni, a Kalenjin (Nilo-Saharan) speaking group of Kenya, encapsulated in a Maasai and 

Nandi/Kipsigis milieu. While the language and themes used in tales and legends indicate a clear 

continuum with the Kipsigis (Kalenjin) tradition, their songs, especially those performed during tumdò, the 

Ogiek initiation ceremony, contain major hints witnessing their socio-economic relation with the more 

powerful Maasai.  

In the second case study, Antonia Soriente discusses themes and genres in the oral literature of the 

Punan Tubu’, a group of former hunter gatherers living in the Province of Northern Kalimantan in the 

Indonesian Borneo. Through the description of several stories collected for a language documentation 

project it will be analyzed: a) whether there are themes that are typically shared by hunter gatherers in 

Borneo and, b) whether oral literature is one of the fields where language and cultural contact is evident. 

In their interaction with the Kayan and Kayanic settled neighbors the Punan Tubu’ people have the 

tendency to collect and borrow ideas, artifacts, linguistic, and cultural elements from their neighbors 

considered as their patrons and holders of more prestigious languages and cultures. In particular the 

nearly disappeared genre ketuya’ will be addressed as an example of a poetic oral tradition considered by 

the Punan Tubu’ people as a symbol of group identity but where, more than elsewhere, the key of 

interpretation is the linguistic and cultural influence from their settled neighbors.  
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The Medium is the Message: Markedness and Intra-Ethnic Communication among Penan 
Sercombe, Peter (Newcastle University uk, Bishop Auckland, GBR) 

 
 

This paper considers language behaviour among Eastern Penan in interaction with fellow Penan, residing 

elsewhere. This paper provides examples of ‘marked’ discourse and attempts to account for their 

occurrence. It is argued, here, that some non-Penan variants in Penan language use are marked not, for 

instance, examples of codeswitching, nonce occurrences, or cultural borrowings. The frequency and 

type(s) of non-Penan occurrences are such that they reflect larger innovations in Penan. Many Penan 

continue to demonstrate residual behavioural features evident among hunter-gatherers (e.g. lack of 

domestic resource conservation; a highly limited set of personal and family possessions; short intensive 

spells of labour). In terms of language, unmarked speech among Penan in Borneo can include: the use of 

Penan without code-mixing; the use of Iban or Malay as a default code in interaction with non-Penan 

(depending on language repertoire); or the use of non-Penan items, in a Penan language matrix, for 

which there are no Penan equivalents, i.e. unmarked culture-specific borrowings, the features most 

commonly ‘borrowed’ across languages. From an etic perspective, occurrences of language-mixing in 

discourse appear marked when Penan are addressing other Penan and where there occur features of 

Iban and Malay for which there are Penan semantic equivalents. Further revealing areas of marked form 

include the exclusive use of Iban for communicating with Penan relatives and friends in neighbouring 

Sarawak, many of the latter being unable to comprehend these messages.  
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28. Hunter-Gatherer Languages in Contact 
Living at the Fringe - hunter-gatherer traditions of interior Papua-New Guinea (PNG) 
dosedla, henry (CINDIS, stuttgart, GER) 

 
 

In spite of the apparent dominance of horticulturist and pig breedingsocieties throughout mainland New 

Guinea there were still sometribal territories where subsistence was mainly based on hunting,fishing and 

gathering. 

While this applies the most to the lowlands near coastal regions withabundant sago swamps which until 

recently still provided the mainfood source there, ratheß little was known of distinct areas along thefringes 

of the interior highlands which remained untouched by Europeancontacts until just a few decades ago. 

Field research carried out there during the Seventies prior to the crucial yearsof cultural change in the 

course of national independence of PNGresulted in intricate insights into the life patterns of the last 

hunting andgathering groups of the island. Sharing a nomadic life style their interactionswith neighbouring 

highlands tribes were restricted to seasonal visiting partieson the base of a communication idiom known 

as “karuka” language.  
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Paliyan Linguistic Acculturation 
Gardner, Peter (University of Missouri, Columbia, MO, USA) 

 
 

Paliyans are South Indian hunter-gatherers in hills overlooking the Tamil plain and they speak what is 

ostensibly a dialect of Tamil. Yet my ’62-4 field notes show that Paliyan phonology, vocabulary, and 

grammar require much rethinking.  

First, a sociolinguistic note: Paliyan children learn from casually watching and from their own 

experience, rather than from deliberate lessons. This leads to significantly different idiolects––with which 

they are comfortable.  

Phonology: Unlike Tamil speakers, Paliyans verge on having free variation between long and short 

vowels.  

Vocabulary: The Paliyan vocabulary is a small subset of Tamil vocabulary, with 2 anomalies:  

a) The Paliyan color term set is small (what evolutionists call a “Stage 1” terminology) and, unlike the 

Tamils’, its terms refer to processes, not hues.  

b) Southern Paliyans, use 3 important species of yam, for one of which they have two names, one having 

no identifiable Dravidian cognate. Can it be a pre-Tamil word?  

Grammar: Instead of using complex Tamil past tense verbs, Paliyans use “completive aspect” to indicate 

that an action is already finished. This resembles aspect being used elsewhere to get around complex 

grammar in creole formation. When slaves or indentured laborers are forcibly moved they learn 

vocabulary relatively easily, but grammar can pose difficult challenges.  

Contact: The Paliyans have a different situation from indentured workers, because they have lived 

beside Tamils for centuries or millennia, conflicts between them have tended to be localized, trade will 

have softened intergroup relations, and Paliyans have avenues of escape.  

Even so, as Tamils frame intergroup relations as dominant vs. submissive and, as Tamil language 

instruction has been non-existent, Paliyans approach Tamils shyly and they long used “silent trade” to 

minimize direct contact. I also recorded: a) violence against Paliyans by police officers, b) murder of 

Paliyans by a honey contractor, and c) intended murder of a Paliyan youth by plantation workers. While 

Paliyans have not been in a situation nearly as bad as that of Caribbean slaves, violence and 

discrimination against them are a matter of record. I suggest that Paliyans are little more motivated than 

Caribbean creole speakers to take the language lessons that would be needed for them to master the 

intricacies of the dominant peoples’ grammar.  
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30. Is hunter-gatherer kinship special and (how) does it change? 

Perspectives from anthropology, lin 
Beyond �universal kinship categorisation� in hunter-gatherer research 
Boden, Gertrud (currently none, Köln, GER) 

 
 

The concept of ‘universal kinship categorisation’ has been introduced and employed in several of BARNARD’s publications. It 

means that everyone in the socio-environment is classified as a member of one or another kin category. It was further considered a 

fun¬damental feature of San kinship systems as well as kinship systems of hunter-gatherers more generally. The paper challenges 

the notion of universal kinship categorisation, both in theoretical and empirical terms. Based on data from the Namibian !Xoon, it 

suggests to look at different ideas, strategies and degrees of including people into kinship categories or excluding people from them.  
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Can hunter-gatherer and agricultural societies have the same type of kinship system: Tlingit and Trobriand 

societies compared 
Rubel, Paula (Barnard College, Columbia University, New York City, USA) 

 
 

All of the hunter-gatherer societies of the Northwest Coast had potlatching as an important component of their social organization, 

not typical of other hunter-gatherer societies. The Tlingit had a kinship system which included matrilineal descent, Crow kinship 

terminology, etc. We will show that Trobriand society, based upon sweet potato horticulture, had the same type of kinship system 

and feasting system, potlatch-like, which was identical to that of the Tlingit. 
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Extending your family across Australia: mapping pragmatic equivalence of sections and subsections 
McC, Patrick (ANU, Canberra, AUS) 

 
 

The two authors of this paper are ngaji-rlang ’father and son‘ in Gurindji. Pat is of jampijina subsection (‘skin’)  and Billy jangala.  Pat 

was given skin names in 8-subsection and 4-section systems in various other parts of Australia based on this initial assignment by 

Gurindji hosts. This kind of system of ‘pragmatic equivalence’ remains active in many regions over very long distances for 

Indigenous (and some non-Indigenous) people: an almost limitless ‘universal kinship categorisation‘. ‘Pragmatic equivalence’ refers 

to which social category terms are used as equivalents between different language groups. Sometimes the pragmatic equivalents 

are also related in form, which means normally that diffusion of the forms occurred without permutation. In some areas however 

related forms occupy different positions – this has been caused by permutation during diffusion, such as the various variants of 

subsections in Arnhem Land (McConvell 1985). In other cases, particularly in Eastern Australia, the terminological systems of 

sections are often unrelated to each other in form in different areas, but we know the pragmatic equivalences between them 

because they were recorded by observers like R.H.Mathews. This paper will map the majority of pragmatic equivalences between 

sections and subsections across the whole of Australia. This will be presented initially in three parts: 

(1) Western Australian sections and Northern Territory subsections; 

(2) Queensland and New South Wales sections. 

(3) To complete the picture it is necessary to make the link between the westernmost subsections of  (1) and the Western 

Queensland sections of (2). Here Breen (2002) provides assistance especially on Warluwarric. Once pragmatic equivalences are 

revealed between these and other Western Queensland systems, equivalences fall into place with the neighbouring and widespread 

Queensland General Sections and other eastern systems. The mapping will be available on a website linked to the AustKin kinship 

and social category project and promises new insights into how the section and subsection systems diffused and why permutations 

occurred. 

Breen, J.G. 2002. Making your "skin" fit properly : displaced equivalence in "skin" systems in the Barkly. In Henderson, J. and Nash, 

d. (eds.), Language in native title, 259-290. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press.  

McConvell, P. 1985. The Origin of Subsections in Northern Australia. Oceania. 56:1-33. 
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Hunter-gatherers and tetradic kinship: why the lack of fit? 
Parkin, Robert (University of Oxford, Oxford, GBR) 

 
 

The strong version of N.J. Allen’s tetradic theory postulates that all humanity at one time had a prehistoric form of affinal alliance he 

calls tetradic society, this being conceived as a back-extension of attested systems of symmetric prescriptive alliance (i.e. restricted 

exchange, or bilateral cross-cousin marriage) such as the Kariera in Australia or the Cashinhua in the Amazon. Given the extensive 

terminological equations between alternating generations in such systems, they explicitly count as examples of Alan Barnard’s 

‘universal kinship’. When it comes to modes of livelihood, hunter-gatherers are given a similar evolutionary priority, suggesting that 

the search for similar systems of alliance should be prioritized among such populations. Unfortunately, very many hunter-gatherer 

populations seem to lack any form of prescriptive alliance, let alone true tetradic kinship (e.g. the Austroasiatic-speaking ‘Negritos’ of 

the interior of the Malay peninsula). This suggests either 1) that tetradic theory is wrong’; 2) that most contemporary hunter-

gatherers are not in fact survivals of early humanity but have adopted this mode of livelihood from agriculture or pastoralism; or 3) 

that surrounding settled populations, where they exist, have profoundly influenced how certain hunter-gatherer populations practice 

kinship, a possibility that still seems under-researched. The third possibility is indicated by secondary data on two Munda-speaking 

populations in east-central India, namely the Birhor, until relatively recently a genuine hunter-gatherer population with a classic 

‘band’ form of social organization; and the Kodaku, some of whom have apparently moved to this mode of livelihood from 

agriculture. Like other Munda and many other local ‘tribes’, both have a partially symmetric prescriptive terminology but do not 

practice cross-cousin marriage as such. 



 

61 

 

 

Kinship and naming practices among the !Xun of north-central Namibia 
Takada, Akira (Kyoto University, Kyoto, JPN) 

 
 

Researchers have recognized kinship and naming practices as the center of Ju (also known as !Kung) 

socio-cultural organization. However, it is less well-known that the majority of studies on Ju societies 

have been primarily carried out in only a small number of similar locations. Recently, linguists have 

distinguished between 11 to 15 Ju sub-branches. Among them, the !Xun of north-central Namibia merit 

particular attention . Although people who seem to be !Xun appear in studies by revisionists, the 

distinction between these people and the famous Ju|’hoan has been vague in such studies . In contrast 

to the Ju|’hoan , about whom there has been heated debate concerning the extent of interaction with 

neighboring peoples, the !Xun have clearly had a historical relationship with various ‘others’, such as the 

ǂAkhoe (another group of San), the Owambo (a neighboring Bantu agro-pastoral people), colonial 

governments, missionary organizations, the Namibian government, non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs), and international organizations. In this talk, I will discuss the role of kinship and naming 

practices in !Xun society in the hope of encouraging an intensive regional structural comparison of Ju 

societies .  

My study reveals that, although several cognate kinship terms are recognized among the !Xun 

and Ju|'hoan, their kinship and naming practices are also characterized by the following considerable 

differences: (1) Instead of the homonymous method, a practice that was prevalent among the Ju|’hoan, 

the standard generational method predominates in the use of !Xun kinship terms. (2) The !Xun 

categorize both cross and parallel cousins as classificatory siblings, while Ju|'hoan cousin terms are 

different from their sibling terms. (3) The !Xun terms for the father's siblings differ from those for the 

mother's siblings, while the Ju|'hoan employ one term for both the father's brothers and mother's 

brothers, and another term for both the father's sisters and mother's sisters. (4) The !Xun have a 

surname called ǁ 'honi , which is passed on by cross-descent, whereas the Ju|'hoan have no such name. 

(5) Most !Xun individuals have multiple names, such as the !Xun name, surname, teknonym, nurse 

name, ǂAkhoe name, Owambo name, and Christian name. Based on these findings, I will discuss how 

the kinship and naming practices of the !Xun not only reflect the history of relationships between the 

!Xun and ‘others’ in north-central Namibia but have also provided a basis for establishing such 

relationships.  
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The Changing Face of Penan Nomenclature 
Sercombe, Peter (Newcastle University uk, Bishop Auckland, GBR) 

 
 

Among the Eastern Penan of Borneo, over the last twenty-five years, there has been an increasing 

application of personal names from other (often ‘neighbouring’) languages, e.g. Iban or Malay. 

Traditionally, three categories of Penan name have been documented: ngaran usah an ‘autonym’, or a 

given personal name; ‘teknonym’, a kinship name particularly in relation to parents (tamen ‘father’, or 

tinen ‘mother’, followed by the name of the eldest child);1 and ngaran lumo’ a ‘necronym’ (a death name 

designating one’s relationship to the immediate kin member most recently deceased). However, there 

appears to be ongoing attrition across these name categories; in a number of community settings, only 

necronyms, uyau (‘deceased father’) and ilun (‘deceased uncle’ or ‘aunt’), are still known, and then only 

by those above a certain age. There is also ngaran ai, a ‘friendship name,’ (Needham 1971: 206), given 

to an other by a close friend in memory of a shared experience. Some younger Penan report never 

having used ngaran ai, although they are aware of its use by other Penan. Needham (1954 & 1965) 

argued that the Penan system of death-names is an important indicator of group solidarity, erosion of 

which was tantamount to the evanescence of Penan identity, suggesting a correlation between decline of 

necronym usage and assimilation to wider society, with the loss of Penan autochtonous values-system. 

This paper proposes that changes in Penan nomenclature do not necessarily indicate a loss of solidarity, 

rather they suggest wider patterns of reconfiguration that reflect changes in what it means to be Penan, 

as opposed to no longer being Penan.  

References 

Needham, R. (1954). Penan Mourning Usage. Bijdragen tot de Land-, Taal- en Volkenkunde van 

Nederlandsch-Indië. 110: 263-267. 

Needham, R. (1965). Death-names and Solidarity in Penan Society. Bijdragen tot de Land-,Taal- en 

Volkenkunde van Nederlandsch-Indië. 121 (1): 58-77. 

Needham, R. (1971) Penan Friendship-names. In T.O. Beidelman (ed.), The Translation of Culture. 

London: Tavistock, pp. 203-230.  

1 Teknonyms also occur in other Austronesian languages of Borneo, but not to the same level of 

complexity as in Penan. 
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31. Boundaries: Encroachment, Competition, Cooperation, and 

Conflict in the Hunter-Gatherer Past 
Crossing Boundaries and Changing Identities in the Transition from Hunting and Gathering to Maize 

Horticulture on the North American Great Plains 
Bamforth, Douglas (University of Colorado Boulder, Boulder, Colorado, USA) 

 
 

The concept of a hunter-gatherer and the idea of a social boundary both depend on distinctions 

in identity, but identities are complex, multifaceted, and changeable, and boundaries can be 

porous and indistinct, when they exist at all.  This paper focuses on changes in identity and 

subsistence over the course of the transition from hunting and gathering to maize horticulture 

on the Great Plains.  This transition occurred over three or four human generations and was 

complex and geographically variable.  Sedentism preceded food production in some areas and 

the change likely involved both the movement of horticultural households onto the Plains and 

the acceptance of horticultural ways of life by local hunter-gatherer communities, some of 

whom adopted some of the material trappings of their horticultural neighbors without growing 

crops.  Interaction between hunter-gatherers and their horticultural neighbors over this 

transition is undoubted, and it is clear that this interaction involved movements of goods, 

people, and knowledge. 

  

Human populations over much of the western Plains in Wyoming and Colorado appear to have 

dropped during this time without any obvious environmental or other material cause, 

suggesting that people in these regions may have moved elsewhere, perhaps towards 

developing horticultural communities to the east.  The King Site, a late 12th century habitation 

site in the Pine Ridge in northwestern Nebraska, may document this movement.  The site has 

produced small amounts of maize, along with wild plants and a wide array of fauna (including 

bison, antelope, fish, turtle, rabbits, and others), but the density and distribution of material in 

the site suggest a far more temporary occupation than at contemporary horticultural sites.  

Imported objects leave no doubt that the site’s occupants knew people to the west, and styles 

of projectile points and pottery mix together characteristics of earlier hunter-gatherers and 

later farmers.  Perhaps most suggestive, while settled farmers on the Plains built fairly 

substantial and standardized houses made from wood, daub, and thatch, residential structures 

at the King Site appear to be small, shallow pit structures identical to those built by hunter-

gatherers on the Northwestern Plains.  Fortifications and combat victims in horticultural and 

hunter-gatherer sites elsewhere on the Plains at this time imply sharp distinctions in identity 

and some kind of clear social boundaries in at least some settings.  However, the King Site 

implies the existence of more fluid relations, more ambiguous and changeable identities, and 

more porous boundaries than we often assume, helping to paint a picture of variable and 

changeable relations between and among foragers and farmers on the grasslands. 
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A Frame of Reference for First Encounters between Paleolithic Foragers and Neolithic Farmers in Taiwan 
Yu, Pei-Lin (Boise State University, Boise, ID, USA) 

 
 

The Paleolithic-Neolithic transition in Taiwan occurred abruptly at c. 6000 BP, and archaeological 

evidence indicates that seed crop farmers immigrated across the strait from the Southeast China 

mainland. The transition to agriculture in Taiwan was varied but ultimately total. However, we know little 

about the transition due to scarcity of securely dated sites from that period. What happened when 

foragers met farmers? In this paper, I propose an evolutionary model of the transition based upon 

ethnoarchaeology of subsistence and mobility, query certain assumptions about Paleolithic foragers, and 

propose specific lines of evidence to assess the utility of the model.  

Ethnoarchaeological data indicate that, where environmental conditions permit, foragers balance food 

security with mobility by practicing vegeculture of hardy root and tree crops that are adapted to local 

ecosystems and may be resistant to predators due to breeding for toxic characteristics. Compared to 

native crops, imported seed crops require fertilization, pest control, and irrigation, which curtails foraging 

mobility. Thus, costs of seed crop farming include mobilization of available labor (if available) and loss of 

access to alternative resources as well as critical information about conditions in the foraging territory. 

Intensive seed crop agriculture is feasible only when populations reach a critical threshold of numbers 

and sedentization for an on-call labor force.  

These data indicate that small scale gardening of native crop species (roots, trees, and weedy wild 

annuals) should regularly precede the adoption of non-native seed crops in sub-tropical sequences. In 

Taiwan, it is expected that archaeological evidence for taro (Colocasia esculenta) and possibly djulis 

(Chenopodium spp.) will precede millet (Panicum and Setaria spp.) and rice (Oryza spp.). Given that 

humans reached Taiwan by land bridge during the Pleistocene, and the strait has been flooded since the 

onset of the Holocene (c. 11 kya), it is highly likely that densely packed Paleolithic foragers were already 

practicing intensified foraging – and possibly, vegeculture, by 6000 BP. Thus Neolithic farmers likely 

encountered foraging groups who were familiar with plant selection and cultivation. Adoption of seed 

crops by Paleolithic peoples would be variable, according to the degree of food stress and local 

population density. This model of Neolithic transition predicts that a) Late Paleolithic sites and tools will 

show evidence of vegeculture prior to the Neolithic immigration; b) Rapid adoption of seed crops would 

occur in low-diversity settings (i.e., the coastal plain) with dense, semi-sedentized foraging populations 

(i.e., near estuaries and river deltas of high aquatic productivity); and c) seed crops were adopted last in 

areas of high wild species diversity, including Taiwan’s mountains.  
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Geopolitical Histories and Boundary Configurations of North America's Mobile Big Game Hunters 
Zedeño, Maria Nieves (University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ, USA) 

 
 

Anthropological understanding of aboriginal territories and boundary configurations among mobile big 

game hunters of North America's Plains region has been tainted by historical biases about the identity 

and geographical position of different groups at different times. From brief observations by European 

traders and explorers to legal boundary descriptions by government officials, historical documents are 

plagued by misunderstandings about who was where at critical points in time. Knowledge of the 

movement, advance, and retreat of competing tribes across vast expanses of land shortly before and 

after the arrival of European goods and people to the region is mired in conflicting accounts by Natives 

and Non-Natives alike. Until recently, archaeological theory and methods have not been systematically 

deployed to obtain an independent assessment of these geopolitical conflicts. Through a perspective that 

emphasizes political agency, wherein decision-making processes, actions, and solutions to problems of 

land and resource access are understood as having political consequences for humans as actors and 

transformers of the landscape, this presentation attempts  to redress discussions of ethnic boundary 

formation among mobile big game hunters, and particularly bison hunters.  The biographies of 

archaeological areas that may be “bounded” by their natural characteristics, by permanent human 

modifications of the landscape, or by differential distributions of archaeological artifacts are explored 

through time, compared to one another, and contextualized within the geopolitical histories of hunter 

groups that came to be associated with them.  The resulting boundary configurations are then examined 

to identify indicators of exploration, colonization, entrenchment and encroachment, as well as cultural 

continuity (or lack thereof) and naturalization of territorial boundaries.   
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Hunter-gatherer Ethnogeographic Mosiacs in Short- and Long-term Perspective 
Hull, Kathleen (University of California, Merced, Merced, CA, USA) 

 
 

With its rich ethnographic and archaeological records of hunter-gatherer sociopolitical life, California 

provides an excellent venue in which to consider the creation and maintenance of boundaries between 

small-scale, autonomous societies over both the short- and long-term.  Whether such boundaries were on 

the ground—in terms of spatial demarcation and geographic referents—or embodied in individual 

habitus—in the case of communal identity and meaningful material signifiers—they were subject to 

internal and external negotiation, reflecting decisions about the quality of, or necessity for, distinction in 

contexts of perceived difference.  Drawing on both ethnographic and archaeological data from California, 

this paper explores the mechanisms of hunter-gatherer boundary maintenance in contexts of persistent, 

regular, and intense inter-group interaction punctuated by episodes of substantial emigration. 
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Macroecological exploration of variation in Kalahari site structure 
Johnson, Amber (Truman State University, Kirksville, USA); Hitchcock, Robert (University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, USA) 

 
 

In the 1980s, Lewis Binford (1931-2011) started an analysis of hunter-gatherer site structure. This 

analysis was later put on hold in order to organize ethnographic and environmental data to use as frames 

of reference for the analysis. Although the frames of reference were constructed by 2001, Binford never 

completed his analysis of site structure. This paper represents an initial attempt to realize Binford’s vision 

of a controlled analysis of site structure at global and regional scales using a macroecological strategy to 

analyze both data Binford organized for this project and data organized more recently by Robert 

Hitchcock. Most of the site structure data comes from the Kalahari. Variables include site area, distances 

among huts in and between clusters, numbers of occupants, duration of occupation, seasonality, and 

presence of domesticated animals. Additional data will be used to provide a global perspective on the 

range of variation in the Kalahari.  
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* 32. Human-bird relationships in the study of hunters and gatherers 
Oracle Birds and Spirits of the Forest: Hunters and their Avian Companions on Formosa 
Simon, Scott (Université d'Ottawa, Ottawa, CAN) 

 
 

The island of Formosa (Taiwan), home to some 500,000 indigenous people, is known to Oceanists as the probable foyer of the 

Austronesian dispersal throughout the Pacific and Indian Oceans. Their traditional territory comprises over half of the island, mostly 

on the treacherous forested mountains that historically held little interest to rice farmers who came from the Asian Mainland 

beginning in the 17th century. The indigenous groups, now divided into 16 “tribes,” have maintained rich knowledge of the wild fauna 

and flora, especially “mountain reserves” in the Highlands. Hunting, fishing, horticulture, and gathering are still important aspects of 

life in rural areas; and highly valued activities even for those who work in the cities for most of the year. Because of these activities, 

they remain conscious of their relationship with mammals and birds of the forest. This paper focuses on the avian knowledge of the 

Truku, a people once known for the arts of warfare and for head-hunting in the mountainous forests. Hunters and horticulturalists 

observe bird behaviour for pleasure, to protect their crops, and for divinatory signs. The sisil bird (Grey-cheeked Fulvetta, Alcippe 

morrisonia), which has become the national symbol of both the Sediq and Truku tribes, predicts success or failure in the hunt. The 

owl announces the sex of unborn children. Another mysterious bird augurs death. The Truku understand these bird auguries as 

ways in which the ancestors (utux) communicate with the living. Attention to these birds is thus part of a wider ritual context of 

hunting that involves activities of ancestor offerings, dream interpretation, and the use of hunting charms. Although various churches 

have attempted to label these practices as superstition and eliminate them, many hunters have adopted syncretic practices rather 

than abandoning the rituals entirely. In recent years, there has been a gradual revalorisation of these practices, especially since the 

2005 Indigenous Peoples Basic Law calls for the government to promote bio-diversity as well as Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

and Practices. The goal of this paper, based on field research in Taiwan, is to place knowledge of birds within a wider ritual and 

cosmological context. Systems of bird divination, according to Lévi-Strauss, seem arbitrary, but become coherent within the larger 

context of cosmology. This paper explores the avian cosmology of the Truku within its historical complexity and across the social 

change of contemporary life. Which birds are most salient to the Truku? How do Truku hunters and trappers relate to various birds 

of the forest? How do they perceive these birds as living beings, and incorporate them into a larger religious system? How do they 

negotiate between the sacred world of the forest, the demands of their Christian churches, and their relations with the wider society 

in a postcolonial context? 
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Bird divination among the Eastern Penan, Sarawak, Malaysian Borneo: amen juhit 
Rothstein, Mikael (University of Southern Denmark (SDU), Odense M, DNK) 

 
 

Like most indigenous peoples of central Borneo, the Eastern Penan will observe the movements of birds 

and listen to avian sounds for divinatory purposes. No questions, however, are presented to the oracle, 

and no rituals are instigated in order to attract a response. The Penan only use spontaneously occurring 

divinatory revelations. Many observers, not least Christian missionaries eager to ‘civilise’ Penan and bring 

the traditional Penan religion to a halt, have argued that the birds annoy and confuse the primitive 

foragers, and ethnographic analysis rarely go beyond mere description. By means of ornithological 

insights, a deeper analysis is, however, possible. In this presentation I shall offer a rather detailed 

discussion of how, more precisely, the amen juhit-system works by criss-crossing between ornithology, 

ethnography and comparative religion. My main concern is to show how the behaviour of one species 

(humans) is, in fact, influenced, or even determined, by another (various species of birds), and that this 

interconnectedness between very different beings is a prerequisite for the long-time survival of humans in 

their rainforest environment. 
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Birds, Hunters and Praise Singers: Symbolism and Meaning in Mande Narratives, West Africa 
Konkouris, Theodore (Queen's University Belfast, Belfast, GBR) 

 
 

In Mali, West Africa, hunters form secret societies which hold regular ceremonies that can be either public 

events, or private and sacred ones. Musical performance is central to all hunters’ events and is often 

recorded and released as cassettes but also transmitted through specialised hunters’ radio shows. In 

song, a hunters’ master musician, accompanied by his apprentices, calls hunters to dance. He challenges 

powerful hunters to step out of the audience and demands from them his share of the game. In doing so, 

he moves around the performance site, dancing and singing the praises of hunter-heroes. Based on 

eighteen months apprenticeship under a master hunters’ musician, this paper considers the manifold 

ways in which the lives of birds and Mande hunters interweave. Birds have played a significant role in the 

cosmology and worldview of the Mande people, in general, and hunters in particular. They appear as 

symbols in religious rites and rituals and feature as mythical figures in oral histories. Birds, in Mali, 

conceptually reside between the domestic and the wild, blurring their boundary. The paper frames 

theoretically birds in the Mande context and provides ethnographic examples of birds in Mande hunters’ 

narratives; more specifically in myths, epic songs and stories, in order to show diverse modes of 

symbolism and tropes of interpretation in Mande systems of thought.  
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Heard but not seen: humans, birds, and music in a forest dwelling society 
Rudge, Alice (UCL, Mayfield, GBR) 

 
 

In this paper, I present ethnographic data collected during ongoing fieldwork with the Batek of Malaysia. I 

combine data on human-bird interactions with an analysis of Batek musical behaviour. I consequently 

illuminate the intertwining roles of human-bird relationships and music in Batek everyday life.  

The sounds made by birds are a great source of musical inspiration for the Batek. The two musical 

instruments they use are each ideally suited to imitating these sounds. Much of their flute repertoire is 

based on the songs of various birds, and the rhythmic vibrations of the mouth harp evocatively recreate 

the sensation of large flapping wings. Both the sounds of the birds themselves and the realisation of 

these sounds in music are often associated with emotional reactions of longing and nostalgia.  

The relationship between the Batek and birds is also practical. Birds are useful as a food source, and 

their calls are manipulated as a tool for hunting. Batek can use birds' calls as signs to predict and read 

events such as comings and goings, deaths, and sickness. I discuss how this practical understanding of 

the birds around them manifests itself in Batek musical behaviour.  

I consider, with reference to birdsong, how the Batek embed the sounds of their environment in their 

music. In doing so, I explore further how the sonic qualities of their forest environment are used and 

understood, and shed light on the role of music-making in Batek everyday life.  
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Saving Birds Left Behind: An Ethnography of Non-Domesticating Taming in Interior Alaska 
Kondo, Shiaki (University of Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks, USA) 

 
 

In several Athabascan societies of Interior Alaska, it is known that there are a few individuals from among 

the migrating summer birds (e.g. White-crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Rusty Blackbird) that are left 

behind every year after others have left for warmer places. On occasion, people took pity on them and 

provided the birds left behind with food and shelter. They let the birds go in spring when they could 

survive on their own. In this paper, I describe this practice as "non-domesticating taming" and explore the 

ways in which it can be understood in the context of northern hunting cultures, which have been 

traditionally known for their reluctance to domesticate wild animals.  

The practice can be characterized as "non-domesticating taming" because it does not aim to control the 

reproduction of the bird species involved. In this sense, it is not domestication, which has the connotation 

of multi-generation relationships, resulting in significant mutual influence to both parties. On the other 

hand, it alters the individual birds enough to accustom them to human presence and adapt them to a new 

environment (e.g. foraging on the dining table and consuming human food such as salami sausage and 

chocolate milk).  

To understand this practice, it is important to note that care for survival and reciprocity are an important 

values in Northern Athabascan society: they have survived the harsh subarctic environment for 

thousands of years and helped resource-impaired persons in need of assistance (e.g. American Army 

explorers and homeless people in Anchorage). This inclination, which I would call "strategies of 

maximizing the survival of the maximum number of persons," applies not only to human persons but also 

to non-human persons such as the White-crowned Sparrow.  

My analysis was inspired by the recent discussions on human-animal sociality and reciprocity in northern 

hunting societies by Tim Ingold and Paul Nadasdy. However, I disagree with Nadasdy`s assertion that 

human-human relationships in Athabascan ontologies are governed by "generalized reciprocity," while 

"balanced reciprocity" informs human-animal counterparts. Rather than recognizing two separate 

principles in human-human relations on one hand and human-animal ones on the other, I propose a 

context-dependent view. What matters more is whether the persons involved retain survivability. Animals 

in self-sufficient conditions (e.g. summer birds in summer) are not supposed to be the target of such care, 

but the same species of songbird can be so when they lack necessities to be self-sufficient persons 

including sufficient food, warm clothes and/or long-distance mobility. 
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33. Verbal and non-verbal communication among human and non-

human animals 
"FORWARD TO THE PAST" - MULTIMODALITY OF TEMPORAL MARKING IN EASTERN KHANTY 
Filchenko, Andrey (Tomsk State Pedagogical University, Tomsk, RUS) 

 
 

In the metaphorical extension from space to time, languages normally code the speaker as facing the flow of time and approaching events, or the 

events are viewed as approaching the speaker, thus future events are conceptualized as «in front», while the past events are «behind» (Núñez, 

Sweatser, 2006).  

Co-gesturing is a universal phenomenon, which adheres to the same principles of conceptualization and metaphorization as the spoken language 

(McNeill, 1992; Smith 2003). Co-gesturing supplements the spoken language, and as such can be a valuable empirical resource for the study of 

cognitive processing of abstract notions, perhaps, even as leading data register (Kendon 1982; McNeill, 1992; Iverson & Thelen, 1999; Mayberry 

& Jaques, 2000; Kita & Essegbey, 2001; Goldin-Meadow, 2003). Spatial co-gesturing is directly iconical as it operates in the spatial domain: 

speaker's body serves as a reference point in space in relation (Haviland, 1993; Levinson, 2003). Eastern Khanty consistently demonstrate the 

metaphoric extension «space»-«time», both in the domain of verbal means (postpositions, adverbs, case system) and in the domain of co-

gesturing. Following the methodology for the analysis of co-gesturing in Ayamara (Núñez & Sweatser, 2006), video recordings of Eastern 

Khanty speech events were used in the study. Spontaneous spatial and temporal co-gesturing was registered in the data within the spoken 

language contexts, and cross-checked in elicitation, blind to the exact controlled parameters, study objective and hypothesis.  

Overall, in co-gesturing, spatial gestures dominating over temporal, and when temporal, gestures prevailingly refer to the plain of the Past. In 

temporal gesturing, prevailing majority are within the sagittal plain (<front-back>), manifesting <Past=In front>, while the minority were 

<Future=Behind>. The types <Past=Behind> and <Future=In front> are not registered. Both, the spoken lexical means and the gestured 

‘forward’, were used for coding absolute and relative temporal relations. Eastern Khanty appears to demonstrate the use of a dynamic conceptual 

metaphor, preferring specifically the construal «Known=Visible» thus «Past=In front» to the construal «Path covered=Known» thus 

«Past=Behind». The preference is likely associated with the salience within the system of the evidential status of the information. In Eastern 

Khanty, the key TAM opposition is between Future-Present and Past, that is a typical irrealis-realis dichotomy. The importance of the temporal-

evidential status of information maybe seen as an evidence of the visual conceptualization of knowledge (Núñez & Sweatser, 2006). The study is 

its early stages and awaits further methodological and empirical development. The prospects of the project include a more exhaustive inventory 

of the spatial and temporal coding means, both lexical and gestural, as well as the aspects of their individual and coordinated distribution. 

Naturally, extension of the empirical data, both genetically and areally is anticipated.  
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They Say They Have Ears Through the Ground: Verbal and Non-Verbal Communication Between Human and 

Non-Human Persons in Southwest Alaska 
Fienup-Riordan, Ann (Arctic Studies Center and Calista Education and Culture, Anchorage, USA) 

 
 

Animal-human-environmental relations form a critical nexus among hunters and gatherers worldwide. These relations remain 

especially significant among Yup'ik people in southwest Alaska where subsistence hunting and fishing are everyday activities during 

which animals are not viewed as resources but as co-inhabitants of a sentient world and as non-human persons who, like the 

environment, are responsive to human thought, word, and deed. My brief remarks will touch on the many qanruyutet (oral 

instructions) surrounding the treatment of animals. These include admonitions against speaking without reserve to animals, all of 

whom hear what we say and, conversely, speaking to animals exhorting their compassion. The availability of animals depends on 

the care they are given; careless treatment causes animals to disappear. Just as qanruyutet guide relations among humans and 

between humans and animals, they guide human relations with the world around them. Yup'ik elders speak at length about these 

qanruyutet to teach their youth not merely the physical features of land and sea but ways in which one's actions elicit reactions in a 

responsive world. Elders encourage young people to pay attention to qanruyutet, believing that if their values improve, correct 

actions will follow. 
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Talking to and about Animals among Cree People in Northern Alberta, Canada 
Westman, Clint (University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK, CAN) 

 
 

I present ethnographic data and analysis on speech practices among Cree hunters in semi-isolated 

communities of northern Alberta, Canada, where I have been conducting research since 1996. I will 

discuss the following: ritual and symbolic communication with animals; speaking directly to animals in 

Cree and English; calling animals through imitations of animal calls; talking respectfully about animals; 

lexical data on animal sex/age categories and body parts. Most of the data I will be discussing I collected 

in Autumn, 2013 while on a one-week hunting trip with a Cree elder and his extended family. Other data 

are selected from my discussions and experiences with multiple elders, hunters, language teachers, and 

community members since 2004. While most of the data are focused on moose (the principal terrestrial 

food species), I also discuss data regarding other species of birds and mammals. In this discussion I am 

emphasizing discursive and interpretive, rather than cultural/ecological or ethnoscientific approaches.  

A brief discussion of ritual, symbolic, and mythological approaches to contacting and influencing animals 

will set the ontological stage for a discussion of Cree relations with animals. I then share some of the 

principles of how to speak to and about animals, based on said ontological principles. I then provide 

examples of utterances to animals to consider how these utterances reflect some of the ontological 

principles. Finally, I share some lexical data on moose bodies and life stages, demonstrating the 

considerable knowledge in which these discursive practices are embedded.  

Linguistically, my topic allows for reflection on a wide range of data, including Cree language terminology 

and modes of address. Given that Cree is a language with a large number of speakers and strong 

prospects for survival, the opportunity to study its use (as well as use of English, nonverbal 

communication, and paralanguage) in this particular sociolinguistic domain is a valuable one. By studying 

data from speech practices and considering the ecological knowledge and ontological power that 

underwrites these practices, we can learn more about human-animal relations generally, in particular how 

people are able to predict, communicate with, predict the actions of, and influence animals in the context 

of circumpolar societies and hunting societies generally.  
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34. Relationships of no small significance: Invisibility, animals, and 

the Domus. 
Annual cycles of proximity in southern Siberian human-horse relations 
Oehler, Alexander (University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, GBR) 

 
 

This paper draws on ethnographic and ethnohistorical data gathered on Soiot human-horse relations in 

the Saian Mountains of southern Siberia, collected between 2012 and 2014. The author challenges the 

horse's secure position as a fully domesticated species in this mountain region and argues that the role of 

the horse in the domus of the Saian region can only be understood in the context of a regionally shared 

history of reindeer herding. Contemporary Soiots, who traditionally are known as 'hunters who herd 

reindeer for transportation purposes,' have referred to their now diminishing reindeer herds as 'semi-

domestic' animals, possessing a high degree of human-independent will power. Similarly, human-owned 

horses are seen to possess a strong sense of independence, spending approx. eight months out of the 

year fending for themselves in locations often far removed from human settlement. The paper draws on 

divergent local accounts of the dynamics involved in annual catch and release procedures, while 

examining the seasonal re-negotiation of intentions between riders and horses. At the heart of the 'semi-

domestic' argument lies a suite of Soiot practices, tools, and structures purposed to harness and direct 

horse intentions in an annual rhythm between landscape, predators, and human users, and which attests 

to the relative severity of this ever recurring inter-special encounter of intentions.  

Keywords: Domestication, horses, Soiots, catch and release, intentionality, southern Siberia  
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35. Animal auxiliaries among hunting and gathering societies 
Warlpiri dog tales: of protectors, companions, and collaborators 
Musharbash, Yasmine (The University of Sydney, Sydney, AUS) 

 
 

Through analysis of ethnographic vignettes of contemporary relations between canines and Warlpiri people at Yuendumu, central 

Australia, I revisit and revise key themes of the Australianist dingo/dog debate of the 1960s and 70s. In particular I focus on (1) 

hunting and alternative motives for canine/human domestic co-existence; (2) the particular nature of Aboriginal canine domestication 

and its neo-colonial permutations, and (3) the meanings that flow from canines’ “inbetweenness” in regards to Warlpiri ways of 

understanding and being in the world. During the great dog/dingo debate, hunting as a motive for the, as Meggitt (1965) called it, 

quasi-domestication of canines by Aboriginal people was already hotly contested. At Yuendumu today, with guns having replaced 

spears and spear throwers, and a sedentised rather than a hunting/gathering life-style being the norm for the last three generations, 

hunting as the primary raison d'être for the bond between humans and canines is even less plausible. Participants in the debate 

advocated other motives: the warmth dogs provide on cold winter nights, their eating leftovers around the camp fulfilling hygienic 

functions, their ritual importance and symbolic significance, and their providing an “emotional release for nurturant behaviour” 

(Hamilton 1972:294). Most importantly to my paper, all authors listed the same reason as secondary, namely the protection 

dogs/dingos provide by alerting a camp to the arrival of strangers, be they human or spirits. I put forward that today, dogs being “the 

mangy sentinels of the night” (Meehan 1965:100) is the first priority in continuing canine/human entanglements, and has taken on 

specific characteristics molded to sedentised camp life in remote neo-colonial Aboriginal towns. These I examine in tandem with the 

other purpose accentuating human/canine continued domestic co-existence: a culturally-specific kind of companionship (very 

different in both practice and meaning from that provided by, say, ‘pets’). Dogs at Yuendumu today, as during the 1970s, continue to 

be characterized by their “inbetweenness” (Kohlig 1978:109); they are ‘of the camp’ but not human, essential collaborators in 

boundary making and maintenance between not only the domestic realm and the world but also between Indigenous and non-

Indigenous spheres. In my conclusion, I contemplate this positioning to uncover what Warlpiri/dog relations can reveal about 

contemporary Warlpiri ways of being in the world.  
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38. Hunter-Gatherer Childhood 
Innovation, processes of social learning and modes of cultural transmission amongst the Chabu adolescent 

forager-farmers of Ethiopia 
Hewlett, Bonnie (Washington State Unversity, Vancouver, Vancouver, USA) 

 
 

Based upon an earlier study of innovations and their transmission and acquisition amongst Aka 

forager adolescents of central Africa, this study examines the same topic among Chabu 

adolescents of southwestern Ethiopia, a forager-farming society. Research with the Aka foragers 

questioned several evolutionary predictions about who should innovate and how innovations 

should be transmitted (i.e. adolescents, males in particular, should be more innovative than 

children and adults; innovations should spread by horizontal transmission and; adolescents 

should pay particular attention to prestigious, “successful” peers). In-depth and structured 

interviews, informal observations and systematic ranking and sorting techniques with fourteen 

Chabu adolescents and seven adults were utilized in this study. Results indicate that, as with the 

Aka data: 1) cultural terms specific to innovation existed; 2) innovations and innovators were 

easily identified by adolescents; 3) innovators actively sought out individuals who exhibited pro-

social qualities and were “good teachers” and; 4) adults were more often identified by the 

adolescents to be innovators. One result was inconsistent with the Aka study: Chabu adult 

females were more likely to be identified as innovators than were adult males. As the Chabu 

women produce highly valued and desired pottery with innovative designs, which sells well at 

the local market, these data suggest that innovative gender bias is domain dependent.  
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Darwin's Moral Sense and the Hunter-Gatherer Childhood Model 
Narvaez, Darcia (University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, USA) 

 
 

Darwin (1871; Gruber, 1974; Loye, 2000) proposed that humans have a “moral sense” that contributes to 

their evolution beyond natural selection. He described several evolved characteristics of the moral sense 

through the tree of life(e.g., social pleasure, sympathy for others, concern for the opinion of others, habits 

developed for the common good). Small-band hunter-gatherers (SBHG) demonstrate these 

characteristics (Ingold, 1999). Although often considered innate, the contrast between descriptions of 

SBHG and trends in the USA suggests that the characteristics may require post-natal support. Konner 

(2005) observed that SGHG universally provided a “hunter-gatherer childhood model” of caregiving to 

young children:  Extensive breastfeeding, continuous physical contact/closeness, responsiveness to child 

needs, free play in nature with multiple-aged playmates, extensive support of mother-child dyads and 

multiple adult caregivers (Hewlett & Lamb, 2005; Hrdy, 2009; Konner, 2005, 2010). Cultures have shifted 

over millennia but also recently (e.g., infant formula) in terms of how much and what kind of support for 

child development is provided. Does it matter? The hunter-gatherer model represents a developmental 

manifold that corresponds to the maturational schedule of neonate development (Gottlieb, 1991). Studies 

of child and adult outcomes of the practices embedded in the hunter-gatherer model (aka Evolved 

Developmental Niche; EDN) show that each of the components is related to health outcomes (Narvaez, 

Panksepp, Schore & Gleason, 2013).  Recent studies also indicate that they relate to sociality and moral 

outcomes in children and adults (e.g., greater social pleasures, sympathy and self-regulation) (Narvaez, 

Gleason, et al., 2013; Narvaez, Wang et al., 2013; Narvaez, Wang & Cheng, 2014; Narvaez, Wang et al., 

2014). Humans are especially immature at birth and, as dynamic systems, require intensive caregiving. 

Thus, Darwin’s “moral sense” may require EDN-consistent support in early life when early experience 

established brain and body system functions and trajectories.  
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Foraging, Energetics, and Play among Hadza children 
Benyshek, Daniel (University of Nevada, Las Vegas , Las Vegas, USA); Wells, G. Kilian (University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Las 

Vegas, USA); Crittenden, Alyssa (University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Las Vegas, USA) 

 
 

Play, often considered to be a universal activity of childhood, is typically discussed in the context of either 

psychosocial development or economic productivity, with limited emphasis placed on the dual nature of 

play and work among children in small-scale societies. Additionally, play is a critical component of 

juvenile energy expenditure that is largely ignored in the evolutionary literature on human energetics and 

nutritional ecology. Hunter-gatherer children offer a unique opportunity to analyze foraging productivity in 

the context of energetic profiles, work, and play. Here, we explore food collection, daily activities, and the 

play complex among Hadza forager children. We aim to situate children’s foraging in the larger context of 

play among hunter-gatherers and argue that foraging represents “work play” - both economic contribution 

and developmentally significant play. This talk provides a link between developmental psychology and life 

history, allowing us to situate children’s foraging and play in an evolutionary context.  
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39. Evolution of inequality (including warfare and violence) 
Explaining variation in inequality: Western North American foraging societies 
Smith, Eric Alden (Univ. of Washington, Shaw Island, WA, USA) 

 
 

Indigenous levels of socio-political inequality among Native North American foraging  societies varied greatly, from highly egalitarian 

(e.g., central Great Basin) to stratified (e.g., Northwest Coast).  This diversity has been variously ascribed to ecological, 

demographic, institutional, and cultural-historical determinants.  I use Jorgensen's (1980) compendium of trait lists for Western 

Native American societies, as well as controlled ethnographic comparisons, to evaluate some of these formulations.  Ecological 

hypotheses tested focus on control of dense, predictable resources (including trade goods) as drivers of differential bargaining 

power.  Demographic hypotheses consider population density and residential mobility, while institutional hypotheses focus on 

raiding/warfare and corporate kin=group structure.  The argument that cultural history explains variation in inequality is tested using 

language as a proxy.  Although interpretation of results is compromised by ambiguity or incompleteness in many codes, I conclude 

that ecological formulations explain more variation than other ones, and can in fact subsume some apparent alternative 

explanations.  While population density and low mobility do covary with political hierarchy, a closer look at the differences between 

most Native California societies and those on the Northwest Coast suggest that this covariation is tangential to the control of dense, 

predictable resources in a patchy landscape where patch 'owners' grant others access in exchange for labor and allegiance. 
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Surplus and inequality: What's the connection? 
Boone, James (University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, USA) 

 
 

Domestication was long seen as key to the development of social complexity because it 

“allowed” people to produce a surplus, which in turn financed the state (e.g. V.G. Childe, The 

Urban Revolution,1950). It is now well known that both surplus production or acquisition and 

social stratification can occur in complex hunter-gather societies in the recent and distant past, 

and in the absence of domestication of crops or animals. Yet the causal connection between 

surplus production and inequality continues to be debated. I discuss two current models. One is 

the “aggrandizer” model in which certain individuals are motivated to produce a surplus, which 

is then used to fund social competition that leads to ranking within communities. Another is what 

I call the “safety first” model, in which surplus production is obligatory for every household in a 

community, since average production over time must be adjusted to ensure survival through the 

very worst years. Ranking manages scarcity during infrequent downturns by maintaining 

differential control of surplus production during the more frequent good years. Using some 

simple graphical models, I attempt to show that the “safety first” approach provides a more 

general explanation for the development of ranking in small-scale societies.  
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The Magician of Namonte and the spirit medium of Pig-Bone-Place: Political magic and the fragility of power 

among Mikea foragers of Madagascar 
Tucker, Bram (University of Georgia, Athens, GA, USA) 

 
 

Anthropologists have argued that hunter-gatherer egalitarianism is the result of (a) a lack of heritable resources and an inability to monopolize the 

means of production, (b) high mobility coupled with low population density permitting easy avoidance of unequal situations, and (c) fiercely 

egalitarian social norms.  By contrast, Mikea foragers of Madagascar (a) acquire and inherit livestock wealth, (b) have restricted mobility due to 

clan obligations and outside political forces, and (c) share the same norms of gerontocracy and patriarchy as their non-foraging neighbors.  Yet 

Mikea still experience relative socio-economic equality, at least within Mikea society (but inequality relative to their farming and fishing 

neighbors).  In this presentation I explore the reasons for social equity among Mikea by presenting two stories of extreme cases when charismatic 

individuals exerted power and influence over others. The first story comes from oral historical accounts of the greatest Mikea magician in recent 

history, Tsiasinda, who attracted a large number of followers to the village of Namonte during the French colonial period. Tsiasinda's magic was 

particularly effective at combatting French colonial abuses, yet Tsiasinda was also the official Chef du Village for Namonte and so a member of 

the colonial government.  The second story is about a renowned spirit medium whose forceful personality and that of his possessing spirit 

allowed him to exert authority over the forest camp of Antaolandambo (pig-bone-place), where he lived in a fenced in compound and usurped 

others' resources and labor.  In both stories, Mikea accepted autocrats because they protected people from outside threats.  Mikea ultimately 

rejected both leaders when these benefits were eclipsed by the costs of being exploited. Consistent with anthropological wisdom, resource access, 

mobility, and norms were instrumental in evading control. 
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AGENT BASED SIMULATION OF THE IMPACT OF SOCIAL DISCRIMINATION NORMS ON THE 

DEMOGRAPHIC PATTERNS IN HUNTER-FISHER-GATHERER SOCIETIES 
Olives, Juana (AGREST- Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Bellaterra, ESP); Estévez, Jordi (ARESOCARE-research group, 

Bellaterra, ESP); Vila, Adrià (ARESOCARE research group, Bellaterra, ESP) 

 
 

Using computer simulations of demographic processes had a highlight some years ago, when the initial 

development of computer processes allowed confronting complicated calculation. These procedures had 

an important application in the analysis of population dynamics of hunter-fishers-gatherer societies. 

However they have been somewhat marginalized and sometimes poorly assimilated. 

By taking into account just some specific demographic studies, it has often been taken for granted, an 

almost simple and natural reproduction control in those societies with a null growing-rate result. But one 

look at the data in the half dozen of existing studies shows great variability in growth rates, from negative 

until those comparable to sedentary agricultural societies. However there is the paradox of reduced 

population increase that is documented in the prehistory of these groups. This paradox and the fact that 

the demographic data were collected in a post-impact moment after direct or indirect contact with the 

industrialized world, makes us ask about the maintenance of these sustainability systems by these 

groups. 

We want to try to assess the weight that different social norms, particularly sexual discrimination norms 

and strategies have had on the regulation and maintained demographics. So we've developed an agent 

based simulation system. This system has allowed us to simulate the different life-courses of men and 

women in four hunter-fishers-gatherer societies, ethnographically documented, and to experiment with 

the medium- and long-term effect on demographics of these social norms that have a link with 

reproduction. 

We present the system and the main results we have obtained so far.  
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THE ORIGINS OF STRUCTURAL INEQUALITY IN HUNTER-FISHER-GATHERER SOCIETIES. 
Vila, Assumpció (Departament d'Arqueologia i Antropologia, Barcelona, ESP) 

 
 

In all hunter-fisher-gatherer (HFG-S) historical known societies a sexual division of labor can be stated. In 

almost all those societies an equalized analysis points to a social dissymmetry between men and women 

being the firsts the more favored. These societies also invested a huge effort in organizing social norms 

that regulate their reproduction strategies. 

A comprehensive explanation for HFG-S has to account those three related issues departing from 

considering the need for those societies to control (regulate) the social reproduction. Like that what 

happens in societies where the vertical social inequality exists, isolating and identifying the production 

processes allows also attributing a different subjective value to producers. As a first step in the 

development of further inequalities, the sexual division of labor and the underestimation of women 

constitute a strategy, which allows a social control over women. Thus it facilitates a social control over the 

segment of the societies, which is most relevant for reproduction. 

The stated reproductive capability of the modern human species suggests that there was a need to 

establish some regulation strategies for the reproduction and sustainability. We link this with the division 

of labor. Therefore we consider that reproduction was the dominant variable, which required over time the 

major investment of social effort and ideological reinforcement. Thus our point is that the origin of the 

social inequality of men and women stated in the historical extant HFG-S has to be trailed back until the 

first fully modern human societies. 

The analysis of the subsistence in prehistoric HFG-S has received enough attention by scholars, but the 

reproduction has not. It has been considered instead a “natural” process. Our argument allows explaining 

the emergence of those social norms of reproduction. These norms are materialized in the archaeological 

record, in the existence of ceremonies designated to fix social norms and in ideological items that had 

been and can be further easily related to the management of reproduction and to the reinforcement of the 

structure of social relationships. 

Therefore we have been working in an experimental ethnoarchaeology to develop the methodological 

instruments to advance in the knowledge of the past relationships between men and women and to 

proceed beyond the pure analogy. We will discuss some examples and expose some conclusions 

obtained  
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40. Hunter-gatherers Behavioural Ecology & Evolutionary Modelling 
Determinants of reproductive success in Batek hunter-gatherers in Peninsular Malaysia 
Kraft, Thomas (Dartmouth College, Hanover, USA); Venkataraman, Vivek (Dartmouth College, Hanover, USA); Tacey, Ivan 

(Université Lumière Lyon 2, Lyon, FRA); Kawai, Aya (Chiba University, Chiba, JPN); Endicott, Kirk (Dartmouth College, Hanover, 

USA) 

 
 

Reproductive success is the fundamental currency of evolution and reflects the contribution of social, 

behavioral, physiological, and ecological factors. In humans, a correlation between reproductive success 

and hunting ability has been demonstrated in several hunting and gathering populations, but alternative 

predictors of reproductive success such as social properties or non-hunting foraging success have not 

been examined. In addition, the long lifespan of humans makes it difficult to measure lifetime reproductive 

success and previous studies have focused on the determinants of age-corrected reproductive success. 

In this study we used a historical economic dataset from the 1970’s in combination with long-term 

genealogical data to examine the determinants of lifetime reproductive success in Batek hunter-gatherers 

in Peninsular Malaysia. We examined the alternative hypotheses that hunting success, gathering 

success, and/or social attributes derived from cooperative foraging networks predict reproductive 

success. We present an information-theoretic analysis to test these alternative hypotheses and discuss 

the implications of investigating lifetime reproductive success rather than age-corrected reproductive 

success. Our results demonstrate the potential for using quantitative attributes from social network 

analysis to address outstanding questions in human behavioral ecology and attest to the critical 

advantages of collecting longitudinal data in hunter-gatherer studies.  
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Healthy hunters or unhealthy farmers? The behavioural ecology of health and transition in an extant foraging 

group 
Page, Abigail (University College London, London, GBR) 

 
 

Human behavioural ecology examines the variance in behaviour as result of environmental traits and 

constraints. The environmental disease burden is one such fundamental constraint which varies 

significantly, particularly theoretically between the atypical direct-return hunter-gatherer environment 

(small group sizes, mobility, lack of permanent residence) and farming populations (sedentary, permeant 

residence, higher population density). Major evolutionary theories, particularly in Darwinian Medicine, 

have arisen from the concept of the ‘original’ disease milieu of hunter-gatherers (chronic but low-level 

parasitic diseases) compared to the more ‘modern’ diseases (acute infectious diseases) prevalent after 

the Neolithic revolution. However, due to a multitude of practical limitations of data collection actually 

testing these theories in extant foragers has been overlooked. Such work is critical as modern day 

foragers come under significant societal pressure to confirm to sedentary ideals and alter key aspects of 

their lifestyle causing drastically different health consequences. By creating quantifiable risk indices for 

the transition between foraging and farming lifestyles, based not only on the disease load but the specific 

nature of this burden (nutritional, parasitic or infectious) we can develop context specific pathways to help 

improve the health of foragers today while understanding humanity’s evolutionary past.  

To examine these themes I collected data on the infectious and parasitic disease load and nutritional 

metrics from the Agta from Palanan. The Agta are a Philippine population of 1000 foragers who reside in 

North-Eastern Luzon. This is not a homogenous population, however. In particular, the Agta of Palanan 

reside in a range of habitats, including jungles, river basins and coastal areas. Furthermore, they vary in 

the degree of settlement and distance to non-Agta farmers. Therefore, the Agta present a perfect testing 

ground for the effects of acculturalisation on health.  

My research asks how ecology and behaviour interact to impact both disease type and the degree of 

disease burden. Specifically I examine the effects of sedentarisation and close contact with farming and 

further explore what this reflects about not only humanities evolutionary past but the Agta’s immediate 

future? To answer these questions I collected data from 420 Agta over three months (July – September 

2014). Data was collected on haemoglobin levels, white blood cell composition, faecal analysis, short-

term medical histories and anthropometric data. With this battery of data, analysed in multi-level models, 

it is possible to examine exactly the condition of the Agta in each location. Such data can go far to inform 

our understanding about the evolution of humans and the current processes impact modern day foragers 

and their survival.  
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Hunter-gatherer community composition; who lives with whom, and why? 
Dyble, Mark (UCL Anthropology, London, GBR) 

 
 

The social organization of modern hunter-gatherers has several distinctive features including low within-

camp relatedness and fluid and expansive meta-groups. I present data on co-residence patterns among 

Agta hunter-gatherers (Philippines) and compare them to the results of an agent based model which 

suggests that even if all individuals in a community seek to live with as many kin as possible, within-camp 

relatedness is constrained if both men and women are able to influence camp composition (multi-locality). 

I then present data on the frequency of between-person interactions and food sharing in Agta 

communities, exploring the extent to which individuals engage in cooperative or social activities with 

unrelated individuals. I explore the implications of this work for hunter-gatherer behavioral ecology and 

models of human social evolution.  
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41. Subsistence Practices and the Ways of their Transmission to 

Future Generations. 
A Reassessment of Ainu Subsistence Leading to Revitalization of the Ainu Culture in a "Symbolic Space for 

Ethnic Harmony" 
Tezuka, Kaoru (Hokkai-Gakuen University, Sapporo, JPN) 

 
 

Situated on the boundary between the farming domain and the hunting-gathering domain, Hokkaido has 

seen the incessant coming and going of people, objects, and technology since ancient times. One well-

known example of this is the migration of ancient farmers from northern Honshu to central Hokkaido, 

changing the way of life of local Epi-Jomon people from nomadic to farming in the latter half of the 8th 

century, even though this change didn't last long. In recent times, as more archaeological surveys are 

conducted throughout Hokkaido, more evidence of agricultural sites relevant to the Ainu cultural period 

has been found. This strongly contradicts the solid hunter-gatherer image of the Ainu constructed from 

modern ethnography. Both hypotheses remain controversial. Simplistic generalizations based on limited 

and unreliable evidence can lead us to an incorrect appraisal of the Ainu's subsistence, so a thorough 

reexamination of past studies is needed. An accurate understanding of Ainu subsistence will greatly 

contribute to the Ainu people gaining a deep understanding of their own culture in a zone which is to be 

developed around Lake Proto in Shiraoi, Hokkaido by 2020. In July 2012 the master plan for a “Symbolic 

Space for Ethnic Harmony” was set by the Japanese Government. The Symbolic Space will consist of two 

types of areas: the core area (with museums etc.) and related areas. The latter is expected to contain 

zones for the handing down of and hands-on experiences of Ainu traditions and culture, while 

regenerating natural resources including traditional agricultural plants. Ideal experiences in both areas will 

ultimately lead to the revitalization of the Ainu Culture today.  
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Selkup Folklore on Magic Hunt with Forest Spirits 
Kim-Maloney, Alexandra (Tomsk State University, Tomsk, RUS) 

 
 

Hunting was the most important mode of subsistence among the Selkups in Western Siberia until recent 

time. Selkup stories romanced hunting activities by eliminating borders between sacred and profane. 

Forest male and female spirits acquired anthropomorphic features while serving as hunting and sexual 

partners to Selkup men and women who persuaded their hunting luck.  
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42. Aboriginal Whaling and Identity in the Twenty-First Century 
A Comparative Study of Contemporary Indigenous Whale Hunts in North America 
Kishigami, Nobuhiro (National Museum of Ethnology, Suita City, JPN) 

 
 

A few indigenous groups in North America such as Inupiat and Yupiit of Alaska, and Inuit of Arctic 

Canada hunt bowhead w hales every year. On the other hand, gray and humpback whale hunts by the 

Nuucha-nulth and Makha of Northwest Coast of North America are under a temporary suspension. While 

these whale hunts are closely related to continuation of their ethnic identities, all of them are currently 

threatened by several common problems such as international anti-whaling activities conducted by many 

environmental and animal welfare groups, the impacts of climate warming on their hunting environments, 

the necessity of huge operating cost for the whale hunts, and so on. Also, it is necessary for them to have 

political support from the federal governments under which they belong to as indigenous peoples to 

maintain their whaling traditions in the contemporary world. This paper compares and examines the 

status quo, socio-cultural significance and problems of present and continuing whaling activities among 

the Inupiat, Nuucha-nulth, and Inuit whalers. The author argues that the contemporary indigenous 

whalers are carrying out their whale hunts in politically, financially, and environmentally critical conditions 

in North America.  
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Growing Anti-Whaling, Pro-Whale Watching Campaign on the Small Whaling Island of Bequia 
Hamaguchi, Hisashi (Sonoda Women's College, Amagasaki, JPN) 

 
 

The Bequians, having acquired whaling skills from American whalers, began whaling in 1875 or 1876, 

mainly targeting humpback whales. The islanders ate whale meat and blubber and exported whale oil to 

the U.K. and the U.S. The harvesting of humpback whales by the Bequians was approved as a form of 

"aboriginal subsistence whaling" at the 39th annual meeting of the International Whaling Commission 

(IWC) held in 1987, and a three-year catch quota of three humpback whales per year was agreed upon. 

The latest catch quota, approved at the 64th annual meeting of the IWC held in 2012, was 24 whales in 

total for the 2013-2018 whaling seasons. As of 2014, a dozen whalers are engaged in whaling with two 

whaling boats in operation. The regular use and consumption of whale products such as meat and 

blubber constitute a key component of Bequian culture; whale products are of economic and nutritional 

significance to the Bequians.  

However, at the 64th annual meeting of the IWC, a chairperson of an NPO requested the withdrawal of 

the aboriginal subsistence whaling status granted to Bequia on the grounds that this tradition had been 

learned from American whalers and was carried out by persons of mixed European and African descent. 

The NPO then launched an anti-whaling campaign targeting the island, with the ultimate aim of halting 

whaling in favor of whale watching. To this end, the organization recruited a former whaler to persuade 

active whalers to stop whaling and dispatched a skillful harpooner to Australia to introduce him to whale 

watching in 2013. Finally, in 2014, the NPO succeeded in purchasing a whaling boat from the harpooner; 

he retired from whaling. As a result, whaling boats have disappeared from one of the two communities 

with a whaling tradition. Although two whaling boats still exist on the island of Bequia, whaling is now 

restricted to one community. The chairperson of the NPO was born in Bequia. She is a lawyer and the 

daughter of the former prime minister and successfully used her connections and eloquence to gradually 

build the organization's influence in Bequia. The chairperson believes that the campaign will be 

successful and that whaling will disappear within 10 to 15 years in Bequia.  

In this presentation, I would like to take up the issues that have emerged from the anti-whaling, pro-whale 

watching campaign and offer a perspective on the future of whaling in Bequia.  
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Precontact Inuit Whaling and Identity in the Eastern Arctic 
Whitridge, Peter (Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John's, Newfoundland & Labrador, CAN) 

 
 

The bowhead (Balaena mysticetus) harvest is an iconic pursuit for contemporary Inupiat whalers, and 

was plausibly even more important for precontact arctic groups who also whaled intensively. In particular, 

up until the Inuit abandonment of much of the Canadian Central and High Arctic in the late fifteenth 

century, with the onset of the Little Ice Age, whaling in some regions was a core economic activity that 

thoroughly inflected all other aspects of early precontact Inuit (Classic Thule) life. Settlement systems 

accommodated the aggregation of regional groups at late summer whaling nodes and the persistence 

through winter, in shared-mound house groups, of the multi-family groupings that likely mustered boat 

crews. Many structures at such sites were directly connected to whaling (caches, boat rests, men’s 

houses) and dwellings and other features were often erected on whale bone frames. A large-scale spatial 

zooarchaeology reveals the massive scope and long-term persistence of bowhead harvesting, which 

provided the staple food and fuel for numerous Central Arctic communities. Figurative representations of 

whales and whaling, the focal location of men’s houses linked to boat crews, and special handling of 

certain skeletal elements, hint at the ritual priority of whaling as well. Significantly, whale bone, and to a 

lesser extent baleen, represented one of the dominant raw materials for manufacturing the everyday 

utensils and larger composite objects that outfitted the precontact Inuit lifeworld. Economically, socially, 

symbolically, and even phenomenologically, Inuit identity in the Eastern Arctic was bound up with the 

harvest of bowhead whales.  
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The Anglosphere and the Construction of Anti-Whaling Discourse 
Aramaki, Michiko (Concordia University, Montreal, CAN) 

 
 

In light of the recent development of Western anti-whaling discourse that target Japan, we observe the 

discursive production of “Japan as barbarian”in the various modes of English-speaking media. This 

discourse was largely distributed despite that it was the large-scale whaling for oil by the UK, the US and 

Germany that whale populations were reduced to near extinction and not Japanese whaling (Epstein 

2008). Based on the anti-whaling/anti-Japan discursive construction, we consider the global power of the 

Anglosphere (Vucetic 2011) as a form of oppression that is closely linked to capitalism and neo-

colonialism, or something that intensifies and creates new forms of violence against racialized ‘Others’. 

To illustrate my argument of the production of the discourse by the Anglosphere, I examine digital anti-

whaling and anti-Japan social and ecological activism such as Greenpeace, Global Ocean and Avaaz 

and I question how it works to subordinate racial Other in the international relations, while re-erecting a 

‘new’idea of the ‘West’, by which the Anglosphere masks its special race-based identity at work.  
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43. Food Transactions involving Money among Hunting and Gathering 

Peoples 
Aleutian Currency: Money, Markets and Wild Foods 
Reedy, Katherine (Idaho State University, Pocatello, USA) 

 
 

This paper chronicles the history of money in relation to people and natural resources in Aleutian 

communities. It shows the ways with which its presence has both supported and undermined the 

indigenous Aleut/Unangan over time since the islands were rapidly pulled into the export market economy 

following Russian arrival in the 18th century. Today, Aleutian communities are some of the most 

expensive locations to live yet also host high value commercial fisheries for which the local residents are 

a shrinking portion of the industry. A distinct moral economy of food embedded in socioeconomic and 

political power structures operates in this environment. This paper explores ways in which money is an 

integral part of wild food transactions in these complex local conditions.  
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Customary Trade in Finfish: A Case Study of Processes Leading to Authorization under Alaska State Law in 

the Norton Sound Region 
Magdanz, James (University of Alaska, Fairbanks, USA) 

 
 

In Alaska, customary and traditional subsistence uses of wild foods are given a priority over other 

consumptive uses, such as commercial fishing, in times of resource shortages. Federal and state laws 

that established the subsistence priority specifically recognized "customary trade" - defined as the limited 

non-commercial exchange of subsistence goods for cash - as a subsistence use. While the laws provided 

for customary trade, pre-existing state regulations generally prohibited customary trade. This presentation 

discusses efforts by a local non-profit Native corporation to amend state regulations to provide for 

customary trade in finfish.  
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Food-sharing traditions of Chenchus, India. An attempt to measure equality. 
Ivanov, Alexey (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow, RUS) 

 
 

Nowadays many hunter-gatherers are forced to give up their ways of life and subsistence practices, and 

in India, where my field surveys were made in 2010-2012, it is the government policy. Groups of those, 

who subsist on forest, are called as “Primitive Tribes”, and huge revenue is being spending every year for 

the resettlement of these people from forests and providing them land.  

 

Having these government programs as external factors, like climate changes, I would like to report how 

the Chenchus, a small tribe from Andhra Pradesh, cope with their new conditions. Their social structure, 

economy, polity and even unconscious feelings are being briefly clarified through their tradition of food 

sharing.  

 

The food in this community is divided into Sacred and Profane, the emic definitions of each type will be 

given. Each type of food relates with particular event of domestic life and picks up a type of group, for 

instance Sacred food is cooked from sacrificed animal meat during life-cycle ceremony and shared 

among clan members, while Profane food is normally shared by nuclear family members daily and it is 

vegetarian, except of hunter’s take, but in any case any type of food is shared in equal portions among 

participants.  

 

How does this equality correlate with division of labor, return system and mobility – all these questions I 

will be concerned briefly. I believe that Chenchus remain the main representatives of hunter-gatherers –

they expect their environments to fulfill their needs, they track down their daily job like those in pursuit of 

wild game, and share their take immediately among group of relatives and guests.  
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46. Economic and symbolic consumption among hunter-gatherer 

societies 
Lithic technology and consumption practices between hunter-gatherer societies from Isla Grande de Tierra 

del Fuego (South America). 
Briz i Godino, Ivan (CONICET- U. of York, Ushuaia, ARG); Alvarez, Myrian (CONICET, Ushuaia, ARG) 

 
 

The aim of this presentation is to explore the consumption practices of hunter-gatherer societies from 

Tierra del Fuego (Argentina) through lithic technology analysis. Traditionally, lithic research has been 

focused on identifying production processes, techniques, raw material variability or variations in 

assemblage compositions. The study of consumption strategies embedded in raw materials exploitation, 

in labor inversion and in tool usage has not been deeply explored in Archaeology of hunter-gatherer 

societies; nevertheless, it has a central role to understand innovations, continuities and changes in 

human societies.   

Consequently, we propose to discuss these topics taking into account lithic assemblages produced by 

Tierra del Fuego societies.  Tierra del Fuego  located on the southernmost part of South America 

constitutes the highest latitude landmass in the Southern Hemisphere populated by hunter-gatherer 

groups during the Early Holocene who developed a long-lasting social organization without contact with 

cultivating and pastoral groups until the moment of arrival of industrial society (in XVII Century). T he 

archaeological database of this area combined with the insularity conditions provide an ideal venue to 

explore the dynamic of consumption innovations to the extent that any change in their social trajectory 

can be assessed by internal development variables. The final goal is to assess the role of consumptions 

in social transformations.  
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48. Extractive Industries: impacts, benefits and participation of local 

communities 
The Other Rush: Inupiat Participation in the Nome Gold Strike 1900-1920s 
Demuth, Bathsheba (UC Berkeley, Oakland, USA) 

 
 

In U.S. history, the Nome gold rush is usually told as a story of enterprising miners risking everything for the mother lode, a romantic story of 

capitalism arriving in the barren north. Gold rush histories rarely deal explicitly with the people who inhabited the gold-filled land before the rush 

– in the case of Nome and the Seward Peninsula more broadly, the Inupiat who hunted and gathered the Alaska coastline. In this paper, I am 

interested in examining how gold mining changed the lives of the Seward Peninsula Inupiat in the first decades of the twentieth century, people 

who were by and large not actually miners, but who could not avoid – and often did not want to avoid – contact with the influx of European gold 

seekers.  I wish to argue that the Inupiat were far from peripheral to the mining process, but instead made it possible, especially in regions where 

indigenous hunters were intimately involved in miners’ survival. Without indigenous sources for food and guidance especially, much of the initial 

mining on the peninsula would have been impossible. Even later, since gold seekers came to an Alaska without well-developed transport or 

communications networks, their needs for food, sex, distraction, land, water, transport, and navigation often flowed through the Inupiat. As a 

consequence, miners introduced new diseases, new opportunities for trade, new settlement patterns, and new forms of labor relations. 

 

    Based on archival research conducted across Alaska as well as national archives in Washington 

D.C., this paper emerges from my larger dissertation project on development in the Bering Straits, both in Russian and the United States. The 

Nome gold rush is, in this context, a concentrated example of how the ideas and technologies of industrial capitalism came into rapid contact with 

a space endowed by the Inupiat with quite different meanings and ways of organizing economic life. In this paper, I will argue that the gold rush 

in Nome, and the decades of active, industrial mining that followed, both incorporated hunter-gatherers in the market economy – through wage 

work, market hunting, and other activities – but in a limited form, since the ideals of early twentieth century “civilization” and “progress” did not 

mesh well with semi-nomadic forms of production. Especially after the early years of the rush, white Alaskans were interested in re-creating 

American ways of living that agitated against using Inupiat labor or skills. This was not always to the detriment of Inupiat hunters, traders, or 

others for whom partial integration into the market economy could yield autonomy. The goal of this paper is to examine closely the double-edged 

nature of being initially critical to an industry but growing increasingly peripheral – the complex economic and social dependencies and 

independence that result.  
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50. Women's roles in contemporary hunting and gathering societies 
Use of Medicinal Plants and Transmission of the Knowledge by an Elderly Baka woman in Cameroon 
HATTORI, Shiho (Tenri University, Tenri , JPN) 

 
 

This study focused on “Pygmy” hunter–gatherers’ knowledge of medicinal plants and previously neglected aspects of the ways in 

which they use such plants for homecare. I conducted a case study of an elderly Baka hunter–gatherer woman in Southeast 

Cameroon and examined her role in Baka society, gender differences and characteristic in their therapeutic system. The data used 

for this study were collected from November 2003 to July 2004. Using the Baka language, I conducted interviews with an elderly 

woman, ‘M,’ about 653 plant types and their medicinal uses. I also observed her medicinal practice for 131 days. Of the plants 

collected, 60% were used for medicine. M used 392 plants for medicinal purposes and 496 uses were recorded. Compared with her 

knowledge of medicinal plants, M used only 11% of the available medicinal plants and just 6% of her uses which M answered 

before. I observed 315 medicinal uses over a period of 131 days. The materials for her medicines were 85% wild plants, 5% 

agricultural products, and 9% modern medicines such as tablets and ointments. She acquired her materials primarily from the 

village and from the forest, which was less than 3 km from the village. I chronicled those who had received medicine from M and 

their relationships to M. She gave medicine to 19 people including 11 blood relatives, four in-laws, three non-relatives in a group, 

and one relative from outside the village. She mainly gave medicine to herself and to close family members, including grandchildren, 

a daughter-in-law, a son, and a daughter. The ratio of male to female patients was 11:89. M cared for her pregnant daughter seven 

times over the course of a week, beginning the day before childbirth. She gave her medicine for physical and mental balance, for 

promoting labor, and for postpartum pain. The elderly Baka woman, M, used small parts of medicinal plants that she knew. She 

collected medicinal plants in the village and the nearby forest and mainly gave medicine to close female family members. She 

actively cared for her pregnant daughter. In only one case, that of an infant, were healing rituals needed; the other cases were 

apparently cured by M. She did not engage in any subsistence activities, but took the central role in domestic medical care. In a 

previous study, I analyzed the extent to which knowledge of medicinal plants was communicated among mothers, fathers, siblings, 

and other relations. Although there were individual differences regarding the source of knowledge, the female research subjects 

obtained most of their knowledge from their mothers, and the male subjects received such information from their fathers. Now, I can 

propose the hypothesis that there is a tendency for medicinal plant knowledge to be transmitted among women. There are 

insufficient data in this study to properly test this hypothesis. Further study should be carried out to consider the cases and the 

medicinal practices of other women.  
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Dingo: In the Shadow of Woman 
Balme, Jane (University of Western Australia, Crawley, AUS); O'Connor, Susan (Australian National University, Canberra, AUS) 

 
 

Dogs are perhaps the most widespread domesticated animal and the species that forms the closest 

bonds with humans.  Dingoes (Canis familiaris dingo) arrived in Australia about 5,000 years ago, 

presumably as a domesticate, as their travel must have been by watercraft.  After their arrival they formed 

wild populations across the diverse environments of the continent. The ethnohistoric record indicates that 

some dingoes were tamed and used by Aboriginal people for a variety of purposes including as 

companions, blankets, protectors and as hunting dogs. There is some controversy about the efficacy of 

dingoes as men’s hunting dogs to capture large game.  However dogs commonly accompanied women 

on foraging expeditions where they were used to help capture small animals, such as goannas.  These 

observations suggest that the arrival of dogs in Australia might have changed subsistence patterns and 

gender roles associated with subsistence of Aboriginal Australians. Archaeologically, this might be 

indicated by greater numbers and greater diversity of small animals in post-5,000 year old deposits.  Such 

a pattern is indeed evident in Aboriginal Australia and we argue that this has implications for early human 

dog relationships elsewhere in the world.  
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