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Abstract: The past three decades have evidenced a shift in understandings of heritage conveyed 

through the World Heritage Convention, with an increased emphasis on recognising nature-culture 

linkages; the potential of heritage in managing climate change adaptation; and the crucial role of 

Indigenous peoples and local communities in conservation. These issues are coupled with a growing 

concern for upholding human rights and the need for a participatory approach in World Heritage 

conservation, with the World Heritage Committee encouraging States Parties to the Convention to 

involve local communities, Indigenous peoples and NGOs in all aspects of the Convention’s 

implementation. However, the Convention’s Statist approach emphasises State sovereignty and 

property rights covered by national legislation, which can conflict with Indigenous peoples’ and local 

communities’ needs and rights to access and use sites and their resources. Resultantly, examples 

abound of States Parties exacerbating human rights violations under the auspices of implementing 

the Convention. Furthermore, the Convention has been critiqued for its Eurocentric approach to 

cultural and natural heritage which can fail to recognise worldviews and value systems of non-Western 

actors, and stymie the equitable participation of Indigenous peoples and local communities. 

This session invites oral presentations reflecting on the core idea of World Heritage conflict and 

collaboration. Participants are invited to examine major themes including nature-culture 

interlinkages; complementary or conflicting knowledge systems and values; sustainability and 

resilience; human rights; climate change adaptation; and site management conflict and cooperation. 

These themes are not mutually exclusive. Interdisciplinary contributions and approaches are most 

welcome.
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Conflict or Collaboration? The impact of World Heritage on hunter gatherers  

The Impact of World Heritage on Hunter Gatherers: An introduction 
Authors: Claire Cave (UCD) claire.cave@ucd.ie  

 

Abstract: his year marks the 50th anniversary of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention. It presents 

a pertinent time to reflect on how the implementation of the convention represents and has impacted 

on understandings of heritage and practices in heritage conservation.  For example, to date, the 

convention has resulted in the inscription of 1154 properties on the World Heritage List. The natural 

World Heritage sites alone account for an area of over 3.5 million km2, equivalent to 8% of the total 

surface covered by marine and terrestrial protected areas worldwide. The global protected area 

network is growing and increasingly includes indigenous lands. Approximately 37% of all terrestrial 

protected areas overlap with indigenous territories. As the international community sets new targets 

for land and sea areas to be conserved through protected area networks, indigenous peoples may 

come under increasing pressure to designate their landscapes. Protected area policies and 

management practices are typically shaped by national tenure and governance regimes, emphasising 

state sovereignty and property rights covered by national legislation. This can result in conflict with 

Indigenous peoples’ and local communities’ needs and rights to access and use sites and their 

resources. Similarly, states parties can approach world heritage nominations with a view to achieving 

prestige and economic benefits, resulting in the commodification of heritage values. The WH 

Committee has responded by stressing the importance of upholding human rights and the need for a 

participatory approach in conservation. This paper provides a brief introduction and reflection on 

World Heritage implementation and conflict and collaboration with indigenous peoples in 

conservation 
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Indigenous Peoples’ Rights and the Contradictions of World Heritage: A Brief 

Overview 
Authors: Irene Fogarty (University College Dublin) irene.fogarty@ucdconnect.ie  

 

Abstract: With regard to upholding Indigenous peoples’ human rights, the World Heritage system 

evidences dualities at multiple scales. Indigenous peoples’ participation in World Heritage is described 

as inadequate and in some cases, States Parties’ implementation of the Convention has exacerbated 

human rights violations. Furthermore, discourses conveyed through the Convention's text and its 

Operational Guidelines can adhere to a Eurocentric conceptualisation of heritage values. However, 

the World Heritage system also evidences a move away from its earlier roots in a Eurocentric, 

materialist conceptualisation of cultural heritage. Instead, implementation of the Convention in 

respect of cultural heritage is now grounded in constructivist-oriented understandings of heritage 

value, enabling recognition of Indigenous peoples’ heritage sites and landscapes and contingently, 

their collective right to culture. In parallel, a rights-based approach is being encouraged throughout 

the Convention’s implementation, coalescing with human rights law and positioning Indigenous 

peoples as rights-holders and partners in World Heritage conservation. 

Using case studies, this paper explores the contradictions of World Heritage Convention in respect of 

Indigenous peoples’ rights, examining how its implementation both coalesces and conflicts with 

realisation of international human rights law through heritage conservation. 
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Conflict or Collaboration? The impact of World Heritage on hunter gatherers  

The World Heritage Trap: Statism and the fabled Joint-Management of Kakadu 

National Park 
Authors: Gareth Lewis (GLAnthropology) glanthropology@gmail.com  

 

Abstract: Kakadu National Park in Australia’s tropical Northern Territory is a magnificent World 

Heritage property. 

Half, and soon all, of the lands and waters which comprise the Park will be indigenous owned by virtue 

of successful land claims under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act, with land claim 

grants being conditional upon the leasing back of claim areas to the state to be run as a National Park 

under joint-management leases between the state and the Aboriginal Traditional Owners.  

The effectiveness of the joint-management relationship between the Federal government’s Parks 

Australia agency and the Traditional Owners has oscillated since its inception in the late 1970s. 

Recently it has been tumultuous with Parks Australia being charged with offences under the Northern 

Territory Aboriginal Sacred Sites Act for unauthorised works on an Aboriginal sacred site. Parks 

Australia has defended itself against these charges and carried the matter to Australia’s High Court on 

jurisdictional grounds. This conflict seriously threatens any remaining threads of integrity that may 

remain for the joint-management relationship. 

The World Heritage Convention sits behind dense layers of state administration largely inaccessible to 

the indigenous peoples whose cultural values form a key categorical basis for the inscription of Kakadu 

under the Convention. What options, rights and capacity do Traditional Owners have to run the Park 

themselves? How does the statist position of Convention contribute to a heritage paradigm which 

traps the Traditional Owners into an endless loop of state and non-indigenous oversight and control? 

Keywords: Kakadu Aboriginal Sacred Heritage joint-management 
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The ‡Khomani Cultural Landscape: A path to cooperation or conflict 
Authors: Julie Grant (University of Johannesburg) JulieGrant70@hotmail.com  

 

Abstract: In 2017, the South African side of the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park (KTP) was designated a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site (WHS): the ‡Khomani Cultural Landscape. The KTP was formed in 2000 

when the Kalahari Gemsbok National Park (KGNP), in the Northern Cape of South Africa, amalgamated 

with the adjacent Gemsbok National Park in Botswana for cooperative management. The KGNP was 

established in 1931 to conserve the wild-game. Between 1931 and the 1970s, local Indigenous hunter-

gatherer Bushmen, who lived in the area, were evicted and dispersed throughout the Northern and 

Western Cape. 

With the coming of democracy to South Africa in 1994, there was a shift in land ownership policy. 

Consequently, in 1999, under the land restitution programme, the Indigenous ‡Khomani Bushmen 

were awarded ownership of 6 farms close to the KTP in South Africa. In 2002, under the same 

programme, they received 25,000 hectares of land in the South African side of the Park; known as the 
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‡Khomani “contract park.” This is managed by South African National Parks on the community’s 

behalf. The ‡Khomani were also granted cultural/symbolic rights throughout the remainder of the 

South African side of the Park.  

Despite, having significant rights within the South Africa side of the Park the ‡Khomani have struggled 

to access the land, and conduct activities as they desire. This paper considers how, and if, the WHS 

designation has encouraged cooperation, or resulted in more conflict between the ‡Khomani and 

authorities in regard to wildlife conservation, cultural practices and knowledge maintenance, and 

human rights. 

Keywords: ‡Khomani Bushmen, ‡Khomani Cultural Landscape World Heritage Site, Indigenous, 

conflict, cooperation 
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Conflict or Collaboration? The impact of World Heritage on hunter gatherers: 

The case of the Karen Hill Tribe people  in the Keang Krachan Forest Complex, 

Thailand 
Authors: Margaret Gowen (UCD School of Archaeology) margaret.gowen@ucdconnect.ie  

 

Abstract: This presentation traces the protracted evaluation of the Keang Krachan Forest Complex, 

Thailand for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage (WH) List under natural criteria. First 

nominated in 2014, without consultation or agreement with the indigenous Karen peoples living 

within its boundaries, the property was referred back to the State Party in 2015, 2016, and 2019.  It 

was eventually inscribed on the WH List for its natural values in 2021 despite a recommendation from 

IUCN to defer (WH ref. 1461Rev). The property is home to four Karen hill tribes, one of which largely 

retains its Hunter-Gatherer (HG) traditions of temporary settlement and mobility. This natural 

property consists of protected  primaeval      forest, mostly located in the high mountain range which 

reflects the border between Myanmar and Thailand. Despite being hunter-gatherers (HG) by tradition, 

most of the hill tribe groups have had to      supplement hunter gathering (which is policed) with 

subsistence rice cultivation which they carry out on a small-scale, using rotational forest clearance. 

The nomination of the property for WH status raised serious concerns regarding the impact on the 

Karen communities’ land rights and way of life. Concern over the treatment of the Karen Hill tribes 

prompted the High Commission on Human Rights to make a submission to the UNESCO World 

Heritage Centre on their behalf. This paper examines the issues for the Karen peoples and the areas 

of conflict that arose within the WH governance process as a result. 

Keywords: indigenous, rights, World Heritage, governance, conflict 
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Pygmic Tours' Revisited 
Authors: Stan Frankland (University of St Andrews) mcf1@st-andrews.ac.uk  

 

Abstract: In this paper, I return to themes first raised in a presentation given at CHAGS 8 concerning 

the profound impact of tourism among those labelled as ‘Pygmies’. As an ‘ethno-commodity’, 

‘Pygmies’ have a long and fluid history, their ‘value’ adapting to and reflecting changes within larger 
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social imaginaries and (geo)political contexts. Based on my long-term research with the Sua of 

Western Uganda, this paper reflects on their history as Uganda’s premier ‘Pygmy’ attraction and how 

that ‘value’ has been lost with the emergence of the ‘living museum’ that is Uganda’s ‘Batwa Trail’. 

Beginning in 2012 with the establishment of the ‘Batwa Trail’ in the Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, 

this product has now been reproduced among numerous ‘Batwa’ communities. In this context 

‘indigenous cultural tourism’ is seen as a tool for development, but crudely speaking, the old 

mythology of the ‘Pygmy’ has simply been updated under the new universalising moniker of ‘Batwa’. 

In 2019, I visited six different performances by six different communities, watching them struggle with 

varying degrees of success for a place within Uganda’s tourism industry. What did underpin all these 

performances was a sense of a reproducible ‘Batwa’ authenticity, a package that could be sold. The 

Sua have also reproduced a version of the trail, although the flow of tourists is now much reduced. 

However, the performative skills that have enabled them to exist as a particular ‘ethno-commodity’ 

have now been translated to meet the needs of the perhaps more profitable markets of development 

and salvation. Nevertheless, they remain bound up within complex interactions between the tourism, 

conservation, development, and missionary transnational industrial complexes. The possibilities of the 

‘Pygmy’/’Batwa as ‘ethno-commodity’ remain limited by contemporary structures of domination. 

Keywords: Pygmies', ethno-commodity, tourism, performance, Uganda 
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Access to water as human right, a case study at Lake Malawi National Park 

WHS 
Authors: Moses Mkumpha moses.mkumpha@ucdconnect.ie  

 

Abstract: United Nations has recognized access to water and sanitation as human rights. Lack of access 

to safe, sufficient and affordable water, sanitation and hygiene facilities has a devastating effect on 

the health, dignity and prosperity of billions of people, and has significant consequences for the 

realization of other human rights. The 2030 Agenda places clean water and sanitation as SDG # 6 hence 

recognizing the vital role that improved drinking water, sanitation and hygiene play in progress in 

other areas, including health, education and poverty reduction. State and international organizations 

are called upon to scale up efforts to provide safe, accessible and affordable drinking water and 

sanitation for all. Efforts by Malawi Government to provide safe, accessible and affordable drink water 

to local communities around Lake Malawi National Park World Heritage Site (LMNPWHS) and beyond 

through construction of a water tank located on a hill within the LMNPWHS and construction of an 

intake beyond the buffer zone of the LMMNPWHS have been blocked by local environmental NGOs 

through court injunctions. The NGOs claims that the project would negatively impact the protection 

of LMNPWHS while State Agencies responsible for heritage management claims that the project is 

safe for the property. The local communities and State Agencies have teamed up to challenge the 

NGOs to ensure that the project goes ahead. One court injunction has been lifted and the NGOs have 

sought another one. This paper examines the balance between protecting World Heritage status and 

the needs of local communities 

Keywords:  


