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Abstract: Historically, many Indigenous societies of hunter-gatherers have been invisible, 
unquantified, and ostracized, facing derogatory remarks and inequity from wider society. Although 
some governments and organizations are starting to acknowledge and protect the rights of indigenous 
people globally, there are still numerous issues faced among certain regions, countries, communities 
and even individuals.  A key challenge for community-based research is the lack of mechanisms to 
connect experts (researchers, public and private actors) with the local people who play a central role. 
The solution to this challenge requires a theoretical and practical framework that allows for the 
development of interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary approaches. In this regard, we wish to actively 
discuss conditions which could enable these connections and the bold intersections of disciplines 
aiming to work towards the realization of sustainable life across diverse regions.  

 
We particularly focus on three contexts in the session to propose key solutions to the existing issues: 
Indigeneity, Indigenous heritage, and health and lifestyle. More specifically, this session spotlights 
themes of Indigenous repatriation, alloparenting, and the sense of belonging of Indigenous societies. 
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Session 1: 14.00-16.00 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Introduction to our session 
Authors: Hirofumi Kato (Hokkaido University) h-kato@let.hokudai.ac.jp; Taro Yamauchi 

taroy@med.hokudai.ac.jp  

 

Abstract: Historically, many Indigenous societies of hunter-gatherers have been invisible, 

unquantified, and ostracized, facing derogatory remarks and inequity from wider society. Although 

some governmentsand organizations are starting to acknowledge and protect the rights of indigenous 

people globally,there are still numerous issues faced among certain regions, countries, communities 

and evenindividuals. 

A key challenge for community-based research is the lack of mechanisms to connect experts 

(researchers, public and private actors) with the local people who play a central role. The solution to 

this challenge requires a theoretical and practical framework that allows for the development of 

interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary approaches. In this regard, we wish to actively discuss 

conditions which could enable these connections and the bold intersections of disciplines aiming to 

work towards the realization of sustainable life across diverse regions. 

We particularly focus on three contexts in the session to propose key solutions to the existing issues: 

Indigeneity, Indigenous heritage, and health and lifestyle. More specifically, this session spotlights 

themes of Indigenous repatriation, alloparenting, and the sense of belonging of Indigenous societies. 

Keywords: alloparenting, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle, Indigeneity, send of belonging 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Collaborative archaeology and the reciprocity of knowledge transmission 

within a Sel’kup community, Western Siberia 
Authors: Tanja Schreiber (Kiel University) tschreiber@roots.uni-kiel.de; Morgan Windle (Kiel 

University) mwindle@roots.uni-kiel.de  
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Abstract: Contemporary hunter-gatherer communities face mounting challenges that inhibit the 

preservation of their languages and traditional knowledge around the globe. Opportunities for cultural 

transmission, through story telling and practical experiences, are fraught with barriers despite being 

crucial to forming cultural identity. Fostering a sense of belonging amongst Indigenous youth through 

education has been demonstrated as an especially effective way to preserve culture heritage.  

Ongoing collaborative archaeological research in the West Siberian taiga, with Sel’kup hunter-fishers 

has been observed as as a trigger for knowledge transmission and education of the youth in this small 

Indigenous community. Through their close interaction with the researchers and the archaeological 

excavation, Indigenous youth learned about their traditional culture and history. Parents and 

extended family acted as mediators between the youth and the researchers by providing instruction 

in different traditional skills and by giving advice on archaeological data of past Sel’kup material 

culture. Observations from the co-authors during fieldwork revealed a strong correlation between 

engagement on site during archaeological excavation and the intensity of social learning processes 

among Sel’kup youth. Knowledge transmission between adults and researchers can awaken an 

interest amongst Indigenous youth, prompting an engagement with their traditional practices, 

language, and past. Within the scope of this research, the production and exchange of knowledge 

evolved with mutually beneficial outcomes and could be a potential framework of conditions to 

connect researchers with local communities. In this paper, we will discuss the synergies and outcomes 

of transdisciplinary objectives between researchers and a local community. 

Keywords: collaborative archaeology, knowledge transmission, Sel’kup, social learning, cultural 

heritage 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Traditional Mentoring among Alaska Natives Settlement Societies and its 

Application to a Support Activity for Adolescents -failure case of Practical 

Anthropology 
Authors: Toshiaki Inoue (Josai International University) tosinoue@jiu.ac.jp  

 

Abstract: The Gwich’in is one of the Indigenous hunter-gatherer of interior Alaska and northwestern 

Canada. Even in developed countries, they still actively continue their hunting fishing and gathering 

activities and share foods in their community.  

They also maintain their traditional way of mentoring. Non-parent adults who are experts of specific 

traditional activities take young pupils as disciples to teach them. This mentoring has been an 

important way of passing not only on skills and knowledge, but especially on their own philosophy and 

discipline to younger generations. Nowadays, this mentoring is also used to support adolescents who 

face social problems, But the educational disparity is exist. On one hand, there are children who can 

meet several good mentors who fit their educational needs, but on the other hand, there are children 

who cannot obtain any opportunities to be taught from mentors.  

As a practical anthropological activity, presenter who have been doing field work in Alaskan Gwich’in 

society since 1994 and also doing social work education in Japanese university for over 20 years, tried 

to build and propose a matchmaking system to mediate between troubled adolescents and mentors 

by using the way of Japanese social work, But Gwich’in activists were not interested in it.  
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In this presentation, characteristics of Gwich’in tradition of mentoring and their modern teaching 

activities will be reported. Also, reasons that this proposal was not accepted by the Gwich’in will be 

examined to understand their mentoring. 

Keywords: mentoring, Practical Anthropology, Alaska, Indigenous community, support for adolescent 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Participatory Action Research in Community-Based Research: A 

methodological example of a heritage project in Mpumalanga, South Africa 

during Covid-19 
Authors: Lauren Dyll (University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa) dyll@ukzn.ac.za; Dr Mary Lange 

(University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa) marylange7@gmail.com; Jean-Pierre Celliers (Lydenburg 

Museum, Mpumalanga) jcelliers75@gmail.com; Dr Julie Grant (University of Johannesburg) 

juliegrant70@hotmail.com; Roger Fisher (University of Pretoria); David Morris (McGregor Museum 

Kimberley/ Sol Plaatje University); Izak Kruiper (ǂKhomani traditional healer) 

 

Abstract: The “Mashishing Marking Memories Project” (funded by the National Heritage Council) 

incorporates indigenous voices, while bringing together participants from diverse cultural 

backgrounds to promote a sense of social cohesion. It includes Bushmen hunter gatherers, museum 

specialists, teachers, and academics, many of whom are not only team members but also co-authors 

on the various collaborative outputs. The project operationalises different forms of knowledge in the 

inclusion of diverse African languages in the readings of engravings across time and cultural context 

in Mashishing, Mpumalanga, South Africa. The multivocal oral reception project included skills 

transference workshops and the creation of an educational booklet for schools, a tourism brochure 

and documentary video for the popular dissemination of research findings. Participatory Action 

Research (PAR) was employed to explore these cultural identities and identification processes from 

precolonial to contemporary times. However, when Covid-19 hit, the world was simultaneously more 

connected, but socially distanced. How could a PAR heritage project with a team of interdisciplinary 

academics, heritage practitioners in different parts of South Africa, and local as well as indigenous 

peoples, actually work under these circumstances? Communication changed from interpersonal 

dialogue in the field, to digital communication to facilitate intercultural readings and co-authored 

project outputs. This paper will share the adapted Covid-19 responsive PAR methodology to account 

for the project’s collaborative design, the forms of communication involved in implementation, the 

structures that needed to be negotiated with flexibility, the opportunities and difficulties faced, and 

how potential obstacles were overcome. 

Keywords: Engravings, participatory action research, multivocal readings, collaborative outputs, 

South Africa 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

How hunter-gatherer children become adults in the forest?: Children's hunting 

and gathering activities 
Authors: Taro Yamauchi (Hokkaido University) taroy@med.hokudai.ac.jp  

 

Abstract: I would like to introduce two field studies on the relationship between hunter-gatherer 

children and the forest, concerning life activities in forest camps. The first is an investigation of the 

changes in behavioral patterns that accompany growth and development. As children enter 
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adolescence and begin their growth spurt in body, not only do their physical stature increase, but their 

mental development accelerates as well. How does a child's behavior change in adolescence? We can 

easily speculate that the physical range of activities, such as distance traveled and radius of activity, 

expands, but the pattern of activities (i.e., places to visit and stay) may also change as socialization 

increases, such as socializing with friends and visiting more places. 

The second is a study of hunter-gatherer children's behavior in the forest. Comparing the subsistence 

activities between agricultural societies and hunter-gatherer societies, generally speaking, cultivation 

of grains and vegetables requires intensive labor, and thus relatively high labor is required for farming. 

Throughout history, agricultural societies have also relied on the labor of children for food production. 

In contrast, in hunter-gatherer societies, children have been rarely expected to acquire food. Previous 

studies suggested that in hunter-gatherer societies, children went to the forest with their same-

gender parents, relatives, and friends, but "play" by imitating hunting and gathering activities while 

adults are engaged in food acquisition. Are the children really just playing in the forest? 

Keywords: Adolescence, behavioral pattern, children, food acquisition, forest 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Indigenous identity: Hunter-gatherers and displacement from the forest 
Authors: Akira Sai (Hokkaido University) akirasai.meiji@gmail.com; Sikopo Nyambe 

s.p.nyambe@gmail.com; Taro Yamauchi taroy@med.hokudai.ac.jp 

 

Abstract: Economic development conveys and advances lifestyle changes in many ways in many 

different parts of the world. This includes modernization, which may pose an unwanted change to 

indigenous societies. In this regard, in Sub-Saharan Africa, Baka pygmy hunter-gatherer societies in 

Cameroon are faced with identity issues caused by policies which may affect their mental health. We 

collaborated with a local NGO, Association Okani, which targets and supports indigenous societies in 

Cameroon, and focuses on ensuring human rights, equity, and development in their communities. 

Their focus is to improve living conditions by investing in capacity-building and highlighting the voices 

of and awareness among hunter-gatherer communities, such as the Baka communities, residing in 

various parts around the country. In this study, we conducted a semi-structured interview with Bakas 

on their lifestyles. In the first instance, they explained their lifestyle and the significance of their 

natural habitat, which is within the forest. Based on their accounts, their historically profound 

connection with and dependence on the forest for their living has been shown. Also, participants 

reported feeling anxiety about an unwanted change in their lifestyle, which was brought by the 

government. More specifically, displacement from the forest in which they have lived in by the 

government triggered discomfort in their ‘sense of belonging’. Such concerns need to be considered 

when determining interventions and policies. This study provides valuable insight for organizations 

that aim to support indigenous societies internationally, and scholars interested in identity issues 

among indigenous groups. 

Keywords: Baka pygmies, displacement, forest, mental health, sense of belonging 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Health and Life style scenario of Andamanese in 21st century 
Authors: Ramesh Sahani (Department of Anthropology, Panjab University) 

rameshrksahani1966@gmail.com  
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Abstract: Andamanese were divided into four groups, viz, Great Andamanese, Onges, Jarawas and 

Sentineles. Sentineles are almost unexposed group, wherasa Jarawas are recently come into closer 

contact to their neighbouring settler population since the year 1997, wheras Onges and Great 

Andamanese have longer contact history with the settler populations. In other words, it can be said 

that the four groups have different degree of acculturations or outside exposures, Sentineles have the 

least wheras the Great Andamanese have highest. Accordingly their life styles and health status are 

influenced and changed to a great extent. Whenever, changes happened, it have impact on it and 

acculturation have also played role for the changes.As typical hunter-gatherer life style differ from 

other mode of subsistance and also they were exposed to new kind of diseases. Considering these 

prevailing situation, the present study is an attempt to explore the health and life style of the 

Andanese. For the present study, Sentineles were not considered, as they are still not contacted and 

not allowed outsiders to their territory. 

Keywords: Andamanese, Jarawas, Health and Life-style. 

Session 2: 16.30-18.00 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Whose Property Rights of Ethnographic Records?: Ainu Studies of IZUMI Seiichi 

as the Case Study 
Authors: Hideyuki ŌNISHI (Doshisha Women's College of Liberal Arts) honishi@dwc.doshisha.ac.jp  

 

Abstract: Recently, the repatriation of Ainu ancestral remains plundered by Japanese and foreign 

anthropologists to their community has been a pressing issue in academic circles and the general 

public. On the other hand, property rights of narratives and knowledge as data collected from the Ainu 

by ethnographers have not yet been discussed sufficiently or have reached any agreements. 

Considering this situation, this paper attempts to rethink the property rights of records related to Ainu 

studies through collaboration with the Ainu people who are the parties concerned. Specifically, it will 

mainly research the document: “IZUMI Seiichi Archives” in the National Museum of Ethnology, Japan. 

This document includes ethnographic records from the Saru River basin that led Japanese 

anthropologist Izumi Seiichi to develop the model of Ainu society represented by the concept of 

“iwor”. Additionally, “iwor” has also been adopted an important key concept for contemporary 

activities and projects concerned with the revival of Ainu culture; therefore, rethinking property rights 

through this information is significant academically and socially. Particularly, in this paper, this issue 

is discussed with lineal descendants of Ainu informants who gave Izumi various information for 

constructing the concept of “iwor”. Hence, the results will be from the case study raised from 

indigenous people treated as research objects in the past. 

Keywords: ethnographic knowledge and narrative, indigenous rights, repatriation of cultural 

properties 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Ainu and Ryukyuan Culturally Focused Impact Assessments and Excavations: 

Indigenous Focused Cultural Heritage Management in Large Scale 

Development Impact Regions in Hokkaido and Okinawa, Japan 
Authors: Jordan Ballard (Hokkaido University) jordan.c.ballard@gmail.com  
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Abstract: This study looks at methodologies used to conduct rescue archaeology and cultural heritage 

management during large-scale development projects on formerly indigenous lands in Japan. This will 

be done through the analysis of the site reports generated at four different large scale development 

sites in Hokkaido (two dam development sites) and Okinawa (two US military Bases) to compare how 

each approach effected how the cultural heritage material generated from the rescue excavations has 

been handled. This preliminary study compares cultural heritage management methods that work 

with local indigenous members and factor in the importance of their culture, to Japanese government 

mandated, standardized, methodologies, to see which produce better outcomes for both indigenous 

groups, native Japanese, and the American government. Areas examined will be: Project Planning, as 

well as how and who surveys and excavates sites, analyses artifacts, and curates heritage material. If 

successful this model could be replicated in many other contexts such as between other majority and 

minority groups, or even between opposing groups in territorial conflicts. 

Keywords: Ainu, Ryukyuan, Japan, Cultural Heritage Management, Development Projects 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Towards the Development of Participatory Practices in the Promotion of local 

Ainu Cultural Heritage 
Authors: Amanda Gomes (Hokkaido University) amanda.gomes@gmail.com; Jordan Ballard 

jordan.c.ballard@gmail.com; Naoki Fujiya fujiya.naoki@town.biratori.lg.jp; Hideki Yoshihara 

yoshihara.hideki@town.biratori.lg.jp; Additional names to be discussed with community 

representatives 

 

Abstract: This paper presents a case study of a project aimed at promoting Ainu cultural heritage and 

developed through a collaboration of heritage managers, members of the Nibutani Ainu community, 

and scholars from Hokkaido University. In recent years, national and local heritage policies in Japan 

have encouraged the utilization of cultural properties for regional development through their 

engagement in regional revitalization, community building (machizukuri), education, and tourism. 

Local heritage managers throughout Hokkaido have the additional responsibility of utilizing Ainu 

cultural heritage, as outlined by the Ainu Policy Promotion Act enacted in 2019. Following these 

developments, the local government of the town of Biratori has placed emphasis on the inclusion of 

members of the Nibutani Ainu community in the active promotion of their cultural heritage. This paper 

will present some of the methods explored for facilitating effective collaboration in the promotion of 

Ainu cultural heritage, as well as some of the challenges encountered throughout the process. We 

offer a model for increasing accessibility to Indigenous heritage in Japan and including the 

perspectives of local Ainu communities in the management of their heritage. This model demonstrates 

the development of collaborative, sustainable, and ethical approaches to the management of Ainu 

culture, which we hope will be shared more broadly throughout cultural heritage management 

throughout Japan and the world. 

Keywords: Ainu heritage, utilization, collaboration, Hokkaido 

 
Current Issues and Futures for Indigenous Societies: Indigeneity, cultural heritage, health and lifestyle 

Evaluating and Interpreting the Historical and Cultural Heritage of Non-State 

Societies 
Authors: Hirofumi Kato (Hokkaido University) h-kato@let.hokudai.ac.jp; Peter Jordan (Lund 

University) peter.jordan@ark.lu.se  
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Abstract: Addressing the issue of Indigenous Cultural Heritage (ICH) generates several major 

challenges. The first is the difficulty of adapting normative archaeological terminology and 

chronologies and the second is identifying and defining ICH within the framework of western 

knowledge systems. On the other hand, the growing appreciation of the value of local historical and 

cultural heritage raises many new opportunities, including the definition of special places and 

landscapes up to and including their definition as a World Heritage Site. From this perspective, 

interests in protecting and promoting ICH may potentially align with local economic and wider societal 

interests, but have also generated major debate. A central theme is how best to include multiple 

stakeholders and interest groups – including local and Indigenous communities - in the complex 

process of planning and protection, as well as the wider promotion of heritage initiatives that include 

ICH. This paper presents an comparative and critical overview of current challenges and opportunities, 

drawing on case-studies from Hokkaido in northern Japan and other world regions. 

Keywords: Heritage, Indigenous cultural heritage, hunter-gatherers, Ainu, traditional and local 

knowledge 
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