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Abstract: This session includes formal oral presentations (10 minutes in max duration) that did not 

fit with the themes of the other proposed sessions. Presentations on all aspects of hunter-gatherers 

are welcomed 

 

16.30-16.42 Bureau Nicolas 
values of food - examining food and their 
relationships with territories and spaces 

16.42-16.54 FUKUDA Pero Batwa Emotions 

16.54-17.06 
Monica Mulrennan, Katherine 
Scott 

Centering research in Eeyou Ischee: COVID-19 
induced opportunities for transforming research 
relationships 

17.06-17.18 Nupur Tiwari  

Beyond the Mesolithic: recognising the presence 
of hunter-gatherer communities in Indian 
prehistory through microlithic evidence 

17.18-17.30 Shakti Lamba  

Building well together: A study of cooperation 
among the Pahari Korwa hunter gatherers in 
India 

17.30-17.42 Xiaojie Tian 

The Economic and Livelihood Conditions of the 
Educated Generations in Marginalized Societies in 
the Era of Education for All: From the Experience 
of Pastoralist Maasai in Southern Kenya 

17.42-18.00 Discussion   

 

 

 

Current Research 

Values of food - examining food and their relationships with territories and 
spaces 
Authors: Bureau Nicolas (Laboratoire d'Anthropologie Sociale - Collège de France) 

naeburo@gmail.com  

 

Abstract: Based on a field survey encompassing several villages in Yakutia and Russia, this presentation 

aims to analyse how certain foods are closely related to indigenous conceptions of the taiga and 

tundra. Taking into account populations living from hunting (Evenks), herding (Evens, Nenets, Koryaks, 

Yakuts) or being urban (city of Yakutsk), we would like to first present the results of interviews carried 

out by several teams in different regions of Russia.  

After identifying the shared values of these different peoples, we will then examine the way in which 

the exchange of food products corresponds to a social division of space, delimiting nomadic camps, 
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villages and urban centres. The aim is thus to analyse how the exchange of products conveys links to 

the taiga and to a way of life considered as 'healthy', in contrast to industrial products and the lifestyles 

of villages and cities. Finally, we will show that more than food, these particular products are also in 

direct relation with the cosmology of these peoples, links between humans and the spirits of the taiga 

and the tundra. 

Keywords: Food - space representation - ways of life - cosmology - Siberia 

 

Current Research 

Batwa Emotions 
Authors: FUKUDA Pero (Ritsumeikan University) fukudapero@gmail.com  

 

Abstract: In the thrust of singing, dancing and fighting almost every night, the Batwa people of Central 

Africa claim that these are instruments of emotions, something significant in their ‘culture’. If so, how 

are such emotions socially nurtured, controlled and institutionalized (Ikeda 2013, Rosaldo 1980)? The 

interlocutors of this paper, the Batwa, former hunter-gatherers have been forced to evacuate from 

the forest and prohibited to hunt for nearly 20 years, yet maintain collective identity as Batwa. And 

engage in activities which they deem characteristic to them; musicking (Small 1998) and fighting. In 

general, happiness kwishima is assigned to musicking and anger kurakara to fighting. Yet further 

investigation reveals a more complex reality. Joy, happiness bear testimony in physical fights and the 

utmost height of escalation akin to that of fighting can be found in musicking. Not to mention musical 

fights, where two groups fight against each other in music. This compound matrix of emotions and 

actions cannot simply be assigned to a certain social category such as generation or gender. Given that 

those who favor music and fight range from women to men, young to old. The key concept to these 

domains is sense of escalation, madness amahane. By examining the relationships of such emotions 

and actions closely, this paper attempts to approach the collective emotions and how they are 

expressed, controlled socially within modern Batwa community. 

Keywords: Batwa, Africa, emotion, music, fighting 

Current Research 

Beyond the Mesolithic: recognising the presence of hunter-gatherer 
communities in Indian prehistory through microlithic evidence 
Authors: Nupur Tiwari (Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Mohali, India) 

nupurtiwari05@gmail.com  

 

Abstract: The presence of microlith producing hunter-gatherer populations or the pre-Mesolithic 

microlithic industries in Indian prehistory have been overlooked for decades of hunter-gatherer 

research. Such research bias can be observed through the historical literature dealing particularly with 

the Mesolithic studies and regional microlithic record. The use of various nomenclatures such as 

Mode-IV, Late Stone Age, and finally Mesolithic period has changed from time to time due to the 

comparative studies carried out with the European Mesolithic and African Middle Stone Age and Late 

Stone Age to understand microlithic technology in India. Due to such changes in the terminology, the 

narratives related with these small tools were associated with the hunter-gatherers, generally of the 

Mesolithic (10,000 B.P onwards to the Neolithic period). Nevertheless, microliths are one of the 

features of the Mesolithic period. However, this association led to a synonymous use of Mesolithic 

and microliths, thus, directly affecting the recognition of microlith producing hunter-gatherer 

communities that preceded and succeeded the Mesolithic period. The pre-Mesolithic microlithic 
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industries have been identified at various sites, which are attributed as Mesolithic. They are generally 

distinguished based on non-geometric and geometric microliths and the presence and absence of the 

pottery with microliths. Such distinction only identified microliths independently (not associated with 

a culture, hence overlooking the presence of a hunter-gatherer population), and no further 

understanding of the tool typology and technology has been researched distinctly. Therefore, this 

paper aims to present a discourse on these microlith producing hunter-gatherer communities, which 

have been under-represented for a very long time in Indian prehistory. 

Keywords: hunter-gatherers; Indian microliths; Nomenclatures; Microlithic technology; Indian 

Mesolithic 

 

Current Research 

Centering research in Eeyou Ischee: COVID-19 induced opportunities for 
transforming research relationships 
Authors: Monica Mulrennan (Concordia University) monica.mulrennan@concordia.ca; Katherine 

Scott heritage.research@wemindji.ca  

 

Abstract: Disruption to the relationship between researchers (mostly non-Indigenous) and Indigenous 

communities caused by the COVID-19 pandemic impels us toward innovation and transformation. The 

groundwork for centering Indigenous people within research has already been laid (e.g. Smith, 2019, 

Wilson et al. 2019). In Canada, following testimonies from Indigenous survivors of the residential 

school system, 94 Calls to Action were released to promote reconciliation between Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous people. These Calls align with undertakings within post-secondary institutions to 

support principles of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Decolonization (EDID), including attention to the 

roles and responsibilities of researchers in enabling reconciliation. 

Drawing on our recent experience of COVID-19 induced disruptions to partnered research with Crees 

of Eeyou Istchee, we share reflections and observations on emergent conditions for a transformation 

in research relationships. Travel restrictions combined with health and safety protocols and limited 

bandwidth resulted in restricted and uncertain access to the community for academic researchers. At 

the same time Crees asserted their desire and readiness for autonomy in research. To support the 

transition the Cree Trappers’ Association have invited us to partner with them in providing training on 

TEK documentation methods to local wildlife officers.  

Our paper reports on progress in identifying what forms of training best contribute to Cree visions of 

community-led research. We position ourselves as partners in research co-design and pay special 

attention to the value of listening, sharing, naming, returning, celebrating, restoring, connecting, and 

reframing as pathways for the protection of Cree knowledge and Cree ways of teaching and learning. 

Keywords: education, COVID-19 pandemic, community-led research, reconciliation 

 

Current Research 

Building well together: A study of cooperation among the Pahari Korwa hunter 
gatherers in India 
Authors: Shakti Lamba (University of Exeter) s.lamba@exeter.ac.uk  

 

Abstract: I will describe a study investigating cooperation in building wells for water conducted among 

the Pahari Korwa, a hunter-gatherer community from central India. We offered 10 Korwa villages the 
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building materials to build wells, but labour had to be provided by the community. Villages collectively 

decided whether to build wells or not, and if so how many. Completed wells are a community resource 

and therefore their construction presents a public goods dilemma. In 6 villages that decided to build 

wells we measured who contributed to the well building, how much and whether their contributions 

were linked to their kinship networks, socioeconomics and other individual and village demographics. 

We also conducted follow-up surveys on the use and maintenance of the wells once they were built. 

We live filmed the study with prior informed consent to make a film that will be used for dissemination 

in the participating villages and beyond. This study sheds light on the factors that affect cooperation 

in a public goods dilemma in a hunter-gatherer community and measures cross-village variation in 

cooperation. It provides an empirical test of the value of participatory models of development and 

helps identify factors that enable communities to live well together. It provides a new model for 

combining experimental and field methods, behavioural, ecological and social data as well as novel 

dissemination techniques to study human behaviour in a way that allows the studied communities to 

shape the study, its outcomes and its narrative. 

Keywords: cooperation, participatory development, behavioural ecology, social dynamics, empirical 

field study 

 

Current Research 

The Economic and Livelihood Conditions of the Educated Generations in 
Marginalized Societies in the Era of Education for All: From the Experience of 
Pastoralist Maasai in Southern Kenya 
Authors: Xiaojie Tian (University of Tsukuba/Japan Society for the Promotion of Sciences) 

tian.xiaojie.88w@kyoto-u.jp  

 

Abstract: In Africa, several unsolved challenges in the Education for All (EFA) discourses have been 

addressed among people in small-scale societies whose livelihoods strongly rely on the resources of 

the commons, and who are marginalized in the modernization and national development regimes. To 

meet the learning needs of these groups, two directions are highlighted in recent discussions: first, to 

develop educational programs that complement local ways of learning, and second to consider new 

learning needs for marginalized groups who are gradually sedentarized. While the first challenge 

remains to be further improved, positive attitudes shifting towards formal education are commonly 

observed across small-scale societies in recent years, for the potential socioeconomic benefits and 

positive livelihood changes it might bring. Despite such expectations, we still know very little about 

the actual sociocultural, political, and economic impacts that formal education had actually brought 

to the educated generations. What kind of job opportunities did the educated ones obtain? How do 

they make living with the knowledge and skills learned from school? And how do they maintain 

connections with the communities they were born from?  

In this presentation, I report some findings from a quantitative survey of the economic and livelihood 

conditions of educated youth (n=526) in pastoralist Maasai society. Pastoralists are experiencing 

similar sociopolitical constraints with hunter-gatherers in Africa, with increased number of youths 

participate in education and wage labors. The findings can contribute to a more general discussion of 

new needs of marginalized groups in the era of EFA. 

Keywords: Educated Youth in Small-Scale Societies, Impact of Formal Education, Learning Needs, 

Africa 
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