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PLENARY SESSION 

Working well together. Indigenous perspectives and collaborative 

approaches in hunter-gatherer archaeology 
Wednesday 29th June 2022; 11.15-13.00 

Room: Th. P 

Zoom link: tbc  

Chairs: Henny Piezonka (Kiel University, Germany); Martin Porr (University of Western Australia) 

Emails: hpiezonka@ufg.uni-kiel.de; martin.porr@uwa.edu.au  

Abstract: Archaeological research into hunting and gathering societies is traditionally dominated by 

approaches towards the deep past of humanity that attempt to explain human behaviours in 

universalist terms with reference to evolutionary frameworks. However, postcolonial critique and 

ontological awareness are increasingly counteracting this orientation through research conducted 

collaboratively together with or under the leadership of Indigenous communities. This situation not 

only has an impact on the aims and practice of archaeological research and the role of the latter in 

cultural heritage management; it also impacts on the understanding of archaeological inference 

itself through the inclusion of multi-vocal approaches, the consideration of traditional ecological 

knowledge and critical approaches to the concept of humanity. Community-based, symmetrical, and 

long-term collaborative research projects can contribute much-needed new perspectives onto 

contemporary global concerns such as social inequality, climate change, and Indigenous sovereignty. 

They can be transformative through an openness towards ontological possibilities and variable life 

worlds/ways and can contribute to progressive social and political agendas in the fields of cultural 

continuation and survival. 

For this plenary session, we have assembled a global and diverse group of outstanding researchers, 

Indigenous academics, and research partners, who employ archaeological theories and methods to 

understand, support, and engage with hunting and gathering populations. In the papers in the 

plenary and in the subsequent panel discussion, contributors will reflect on their ongoing work at 

the interface between Indigenous knowledge holders, academia, and cultural heritage management. 

The plenary participants will specifically focus on the following questions:  

(1) What is the value of archaeological research for Indigenous communities today?  

(2) How can Indigenous knowledge enhance the understanding of the deep past of humanity?  

All talks of the plenary session will be streamed live on YouTube. 
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11.15-11.20 Martin Porr, Henny Piezonka 

Working, living, and learning well together? Some 
reflections on Indigenous perspectives and 
collaborative approaches in hunter-gatherer 
archaeology 

11.20-11.30 Kellie Pollard, Claire Smith  
"Let us decide: we know our priorities in history 
and heritage and then you can work for us" 

11.30-11.40 Tiatoshi Jamir  

Community-based archaeological research in 
Northeast India: Some views from Naga ancestral 
sites 

11.40-11.50 Chris Low, Magdalena Lucas  Time to decolonize human origins? 

11.50-12.00 Kirstine E. Møller  Towards a Kalaallit Archaeology. 

12.00-12.10 
Danae Fiore, Jose Luis Vazquez 
Chogue  

Fuegian dialogues. Constructive interactions 
between Indigenous Communities from 
Karukinka/Usin (Tierra del Fuego) and 
archaeology. 

12.10-12.20 Bill Angelbeck  

Collaborative Archaeologies as Decolonizing 
Practices:  Potentialities for Descendant 
Communities and Archaeologists 

12.20-13.00 Discussion   

 

PLENARY SESSION: Working well together. Indigenous perspectives and collaborative approaches in hunter-
gatherer archaeology  

Working, living, and learning well together? Some reflections on Indigenous 
perspectives and collaborative approaches in hunter-gatherer archaeology 
Authors: Martin Porr (University of Western Australia) martin.porr@uwa.edu.au; Henny Piezonka 

(Kiel University) hpiezonka@ufg.uni-kiel.de  

 

Abstract: Archaeological research into hunting and gathering societies has experienced significant 

changes over the last decades. The field has diversified considerably and has shifted from 

universalising narratives and explanatory frameworks to more locally oriented approaches. The latter 

are most often driven by the demands and needs of Indigenous communities, researchers, and 

collaborators. In this introduction to the plenary “Working well together. Indigenous perspectives and 

collaborative approaches in hunter-gatherer archaeology”, we want to provide an overview of current 

developments and discuss some key common threads. These themes are located at the interface 

between Indigenous knowledge holders, academia, and cultural heritage management. We want to 

critically focus on today’s value of archaeological research to Indigenous communities and how 

Indigenous knowledge and involvement in research can enhance the understanding of the deep past 

of humanity. 

Keywords: Indigenous knowledge, hunter-gatherer archaeology, community archaeology, research 

ethics, heritage 
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"Let us decide: we know our priorities in history and heritage and then you can 
work for us" 
Authors: Kellie Pollard (Charles Darwin University) kellie.pollard@cdu.edu.au; Claire Smith (Flinders 

University) claire.smith@flinders.edu.au  
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Abstract: Indigenist archaeology is a new paradigm of research in archaeology for Australia. Indigenist 

archaeology uses Indigenous ways of knowing, being and doing to direct what priorities exist in 

protecting knowledges about the past and present for Indigenous people. Indigenist archaeology 

privileges the voices, worldviews, values and philosophies of Indigenous people to decide what is 

important in archaeological research. In this way Indigenist archaeology takes decolonisation in the 

discipline to the level of emancipation in research. This presentation will discuss how Indigenist theory 

and Indigenous standpoint theory are frameworks for empowering Indigenous people to assert their 

aspirations and priorities in archaeology to transform the equality of the collaboration in the research 

to an archaeology of "with, by and for us". 

Keywords: Indigenist philosophy; grounded theory; ground up theory; Indigenous standpoint theory; 

history 
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Community-based archaeological research in Northeast India: Some views 
from Naga ancestral sites 
Authors: Tiatoshi Jamir (Nagaland University) tiatoshijamir@rediffmail.com  

 

Abstract: The relevance of community-based archaeological research in Northeast India is least 

explored, although it offers great potential and scope, extending right from prehistoric sites, ancestral 

sites, and historical sites. Given its vast potential, my study seeks to situate the relevance of oral 

tradition to the archaeological study of Naga ancestral sites where descent communities continue to 

live within the proximity of such ancestral sites. At the same time, these few case researches from 

Nagaland offers to demonstrate the participatory role and involvement of local communities in 

archaeological research in Northeast India. 

Keywords: Northeast India, Nagaland, Naga ancestral sites 
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gatherer archaeology  

Time to decolonize human origins? 
Authors: Chris Low (!Khwa ttu San Heritage Centre) chris@thinkingthreads.com; Magdalena Lucas 

(!Khwa ttu San Heritage Centre) magdalena.lucas1@gmail.com  

 

Abstract: Our presentation explores the proposition that if ‘the San’ looked for the birth of human 

origins, would they be looking for the same set of characteristics or expressions of new behaviour that 

are the current focus of archaeologists. If what the San would look for is considerably different from 

that of academics, how might this inform our reading of the past? The presentation builds on the work 

!Khwa ttu has undertaken to involve San in discussions of human origins. 

Keywords: San, human origins, symbolism 
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Towards a Kalaallit Archaeology. 
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Authors: Kirstine E. Møller (Nunatta Katersugaasivia Allagaateqarfialu - Greenland National Museum 

and Archives /Memorial University of Newfoundland / Ilisimatusarfik - University of Greenland) 

kirstine@natmus.gl  

 

Abstract: Traditionally, archaeology in the North American continent has been and continues to be 

predominantly euro-centric. Pre-European contact cultures have been labelled prehistoric, 

undermining the oral histories informing their living descendants. The terminology affects the 

archaeological discourse and affects Indigenous peoples and the policies dictating their lives.  

Historically, Kalaallit, Greenlandic Inuit, have been used as informants in archaeological and historical 

projects, where Western researchers have exerted control on our belongings, pushing our knowledge 

and concerns to the margins. In this paper, I discuss the ontological turn toward Indigenous knowledge 

in relation to our unique Kalaallit point of view, positioning the current theoretical and practical 

movements in archaeology in Kalaallit Nunaat. Community-based, symmetrical, and long-term 

collaborative research projects can contribute much-needed new perspectives within archaeology. 

However, there are certain challenges within these themes in Arctic archaeology that I will present 

from an Indigenous perspective. 

Keywords: Indigenous archaeology, Community-based, Greenland, Ontologies 
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Fuegian dialogues. Constructive interactions between Indigenous 
Communities from Karukinka/Usin (Tierra del Fuego) and archaeology. 
Authors: Danae Fiore (CONICET) danae_fiore@yahoo.es; Jose Luis Vazquez Chogue (Corporación 

Selk'nam de Chile & Comunidad Indigena Covadonga Ona de Chile) 

joseprevencion.seguridad@gmail.com  

 

Abstract: We present some of the collaborative work produced between archaeologists researching 

in Tierra del Fuego and Indigenous Fueguian Communities based both in Chile and Argentina. The 

process started in 2013 with the initiative of a team of Argentinean archaeologists working in Fuego-

Patagonia, who sought to build bridges with the Fuegian Communities in order to: a) provide them 

with archaeological and historical-ethnographic information and materials produced by research 

projects in Karukinka (traditional Selk’nam territory) and Usin (traditional Yagan territory), as a way of 

paying tribute the Community-Ancestors-Territory links and to comply with their right of access to 

information; b) open a two-way dialogue to foster their involvement in all stages of archaeological 

research, thus abiding by their right to free, prior and informed consent; c) contribute to the process 

of increasing their visibility, raising awareness of their deep-time presence as Indigenous societies in 

both countries, and strengthening their social/legal recognition as Indigenous Communities in both 

countries. These are painful processes given the long histories of invasion, territorial dispossession 

and genocide suffered by Fueguian populations, which, combined with still operating 

malicious/misinformed “extinction” discourses, have led to an understandable situation of mistrust 

towards archaeologists. However, fruitful interactions have been built, and are at different 

development stages in each Community. We show how the resulting collaborations are not only 

empowering for the Fueguian Indigenous Communities, and deeply enlightening for archaeologists, 

but also help to build a sense of meaningful engagement which would otherwise not be achieved. 

Keywords: Tierra del Fuego - archaeology - Indigenous Communities - collaborative work 
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Collaborative Archaeologies as Decolonizing Practices:  Potentialities for 
Descendant Communities and Archaeologists 
Authors: Bill Angelbeck (Douglas College) angelbeckw@douglascollege.ca  

 

Abstract: In recent decades, collaborations between archaeologists and descendant communities 

have become much more common, which has been a positive development for the discipline, and has 

broadened the scope of understandings about the sites investigated. Collaborations, however, also 

can have greater effects than what might be immediately apparent. For instance, in 2017, colleagues 

and I presented how archaeological collaborations can be quite meaningful for Indigenous 

participants. In several cases, individuals reported that their fieldwork allowed them deeper 

engagements with the dwellings of their ancestors, and that it was impactful to handle the 

“belongings” of their ancestors during the excavations. This was an unexpected outcome of these 

projects. As archaeologists, we had considered collaborations primarily as an ethical practice in 

involving descendant communities that would improve the scope of our research questions and 

interpretations. Yet, for some Indigenous collaborators, they described the experiences as 

transformative for their conceptions of themselve s and for how they related to their traditions and 

cultural materials. We called referred to this as an “archaeology as therapy”. Here, I consider how 

archaeological collaborations, in turn, can be therapeutic for archaeologists as well, in being 

decolonizing practices. More than just decolonizing the structure of relationships between 

archaeologists and descendant communities, such collaborations allow archaeologists to recognize 

their own ethnocentric biases, helping to decolonize not just our practices but also our perspectives 

about our practices, interpretations, and relationships. 

Keywords: Indigenous collaborations decolonization therapy 

 

 


