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Farewell to the Terrace

The vision of
a radically

expanded

UCD campus

The evolution
of Belfield's
-ampus has put
UCD among
some of the best
in the world,
president Hugh
Brady tells
Louise Holden

5 the lnst UCD students
l=awe the Earlsfort Ter-
race campus, the Belf-
i=ld campus is reaching
A significant point im its evalu-
tion. President Hugh Brady has &
wisian for the physical develop-
ment of the campus which he
beelieves will position the college
amang the best in the world.

Thee Belfield campus is unigue.
Ar 132 hectares and with a staff
and student population of almost
30,000, Belfizld can be comparad
to a small city. Only 25 per cent of
the campus spece is built on, how-
ever, and 1{) percent of that space
is currently used for car parks
The rest of the space is green
fi=lds, sports felds and wond-
land. The patential is enormaus -
renlising it takes foresight.

*The care business of auniver-
sity is teachimg. learming and
research,” says Brady, “We want
LHCTr on the fi=ld with the bhig
players such as Princeton, and to
do that we must attract the
brightest and the hest. That
means developing the academic
infrastructure to the highest pos-
sible stamdards.

“However, there is more. Stu-
dents demand a great deal from
their universities = they want a
colleginl atmosphere, they are
leaking far a journey of dis
COVETY.

“That is why we want to draw
all manmner af

forming the UCD entrance off
the MUl = the anes with which
mast commuters will be familiar,

"W want to draw people into
the university with an exhibition
centre, arthouse cimema, retail
outlets, a hotel and signature
works of architecture that will
define  the campus,” Brady
explains,

It is his hope that the new
Gatewny space will be used by
the wider Dublin community in a
wari=ty of ways, performing n cen-
tral civic rale. For example, there
are plans to build a largs public
l=cture space where spenkers can

address wide

life and ,].,}_1 audi=nces, mot
activity inta Y PTYCO jost students.
the campus, l' "H[}"’H'Lh A pedestrian
doubling  the B walkway will
number of resi- hf:txil:l:n th-[." link the
dents and Gateway space
inviting the 1115 y to the existin
mme ie - buildings are i g
COmmMURity . ‘'spine’ that stu-
and the warld N T dents of UCD
into Belfield.” ]Uht "LH trend each day.
The . . - However, )
Gateway lmp{_]rtd"t .-_1';!,. change is
praject will ke pending right
the most wis- 144 . acrass  the
ihl= mamifesta- th{: hl"'dlngb CRMpOs.
tion of the ’ "We are

campus devel-
opment plan,
A shartlist of
10 architec-
tural firms is saon to ke whittled
down to ane, and the winning
groaup will be charged with trans-

themselves

taking a lang-
term, holistic
view of devel-
opment on the
campus,” according to the Presi-
dent. “We have pricritised the
retention of gresn spaces and
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UCD president Dr Hugh Brady at the Belfisld campus. Fratograph; Matt Kavanagh

wendland. Futurs boilding devel-
cpment will have a smaller foot-
priot tham what has gone befars,
and we plan to use the sites that
are alrendy develaped, rather
than building into the mataral
envircnment."”

This commitment includes a
10-frld imcr=nse in the haundary
wondland and network of pedes-
trinm walkways.

Mew buildings will be
required, especially for R&D
activity, UCD is committed to
plaving n central pal= in the r=ali-
sation of the Government's
Strategy for Sci=nce, Technology
and Innovation 2014 - 2003 This
will require ndded infrastructurs,
but the Campus Plan allows far
considernble development into
the future that makes the
smallest possibl= impact on the
envirenmental endowment of the
college.

"The spaces betwesan the build-
ings are just as important as the
bBuildings themszlves,” Brody
maintains. “All new buailding
wiork will give prierity ta circula-
tion and student spaces, contem:-
plative spaces and social spaces -
in shiort, nooks and cranmies.”

He gives the sxample of the
new law school design, which is
currently at the planming stape.
"The principles informing the
new law schoal provide a check-
list for all future building on
campus = sustainable, social
buildings complementing their
surrcunding landscapes. Land-
scape architecture will be just as
important as building archites-
tuare.”

The 10 per cent of campos land
currently given ower t0 on-sur-
face car parking will he
reclaimed, and <ars will bhe
heused in multi-starey car parks

further away from the heart of
the campus, and linked back by
pedestrinn mialls

The considerable architectural
wealth of Bzlfield is also to be mur-
tured by the Programme for Pres-
ervation of Pericd Houses, The
origimal estate houses hawve
alresdy been subject to major res-
Loragion.

THE BELFIELD CARMPUS was i.'\-r]gi-
nally made up aof 11 differ=nt
estates: Ardmaore, Belfizld, Bel-
grove, Merville, Roshock Castls,
Rosbuck Grove, Roehuck Houss,
Richview, Resemont, Thornfield
and Wopdview, Seven of the orig-
inal houses have survived o b
restored and allecated mors
APPTIOpriale useEs over recent
FEArs.

Merville House, for exampls,
is now the site of MovalJC D Inna-
vatian Centre, the nerve cantrs

of knowledge transfer. Situated
at the cormer of Foster Avenus
and the M1, it was the first site of
architectural impomance to be
tackled onder the Programme for
Preservation of Period Houses.

Merville was bailt areund 1750
far the Right Homourable
Anthony Foster, then chief baron
of the Irish Exchequer. Since it
was purchased in 1958, 0 number
of restoration projects were car-
ried out, but only under the
recent Programme for Preserva-
tion has Merville House hesn
comprehensively  refurbished
and return=d to its original
beauty.

Flaars, plasterwark and recep-
tion racms have been reclaimed,
with =mcademic activities now
housad in the modern wing and
converted coach houses,
designed to complement the old
hiouse.

Other key spaces for students,
such as the arts block and the
sports complex, are undergaing
relling development as well The
sddition of a swimming pool and
gym will considerably enhance
thie university's attraction for rec-
reational and professional ach-
letes = thers are already 100
sports schalarship students stud-
ving at UCD, including several
Qlympians.

“We want this campuos to offer
much of what a small city might
affer, up there with top universi-
ties across the globe. Successful
physical development of the
campus will lend tself o the
sttraction of the brightest stu-
dents, the hest acndemics, busi-
ness partnerships, res=arch and
development activity, commer-
cinl transfer and comnmenity par-
ticipation at all levels,” says
Brady.

Checking your bona
fides at the Friday hop

Students todav could learn a lot
about unruly behaviour from those
who enjoved UCD's Earlsfort
Terrace hevday. John Holden writes

e  education and
wisdom gained from
going to university does
nat come exclusively

from the classrocom or bectore
hall. As Jahn Henry Mewman
once nated: "When a multiteds
of young men, kesn, open-
kearte=d, sympathetic, observant
.- - come tagether and freely mix
with each other, they are sure ta
l=arn ane fram anather, even if
there bhe no one o teach chem;
the comversation of all is a series
of lectares to exch, and they pain
for themselves new ideas and
wiews, fresh matter of thought,
and distimct  principles  for
judping and scting, day by day.”

According to former VICD
pradust= and stud=nt madin, pali-
tics ard sports enthusias, Gerry
Horkan, the extra-carricular
activities of Earlsfort Terrace
wers g huge part of what he and
his peers grew to become,

“In ey timse, thers was o great
sense that you could goin and do
anything in UCD" says Harkan,
“Being a young lad from the
morthside in 19505 Dwhlim, [didn't
have a great family background

in academin but [ settled into it
fairly quickly. [ got invelved in
pelitics and was on the Students
Representative Council (SRECH,
50 [ got to know a lat of peaple in
the coll=ge.”

Horkan was part of o poelitical
group bed by one Gerry Collins.
Their party, which came 1o b
knowm as “the Machine™, con-
tralled the student council for
several years because of the sup-
port far Callins as leader, and the
party's knack for electioneering
CAMPAIRRS

“In those days there was oo
l=ft amd right in student politics,
mare rural versus city,” says
Herkan, "We didn't have a lot of
power or maney. Ope campaign [
remembier b=ing involved in was
te get a orystal ball for the dance
flaar in Mewman House, We
mever got it though,”

Mewman House hall on &t
Stephen's Gresn was the location
for dances in the 19505 and 19605
“We called them the “Friday
might haps'," says Horkan. "They
were run by sccieties or the SR,
ard there would always be a few
cases of heer hidden under the

stxge where the drama societies
performed in the hall,

*The dances wers great for &
sing-song and, of course, for
dancing, bat they wersn't foreve-
ryones, There was a certain ele-
mient of stisdents - nsually seath-
siders with money - who
wouldn't be seen dead at a
dance.”

For this element and athers,
sacialising took place in howss
parties ar in the pob, Dwyers,
[now Houricans), Hartigans
acress the read, and the Green
Bar, all an Leeson Strest, were
popular hamgouts far Earlsfort
Terrace's student population.
*The medicine, law and arts
crowd bhung aut in Dwyers and
Hartigans, while the Gresn Bar
was for GAA heads and Ags”
explains Harkan.

““Students also took advan-
tage of the Bana Fide Travellers
law. This meant you could get
served after hours if yvoo could
prove that you were at least five
miles away from yvour place of
residence 5o some people would
go up to Lamb Doyles and Matt
Smiths in Stepaside for late
primts”

A5 is the case today, societies
were an impartant part of coll=ge
life, *The Literary and Historical
[LAHD debate was somewhers o
g0 on Saturday nights hefore you
went out,” recalls Horkan. *T
wasn't the debating type myself,
bae [ liked to have a vote for the
mzditership”

As youwers a stand at UCD Freshans Week at Earlsfort Terrace In the 19608,

Protagragh: Bill Hastings

Speakers st LH debates over
the vears include the lave Dermot
Bouchier Hawyes, Richard
[obnson, Louls  Courtney,
Charles Lysaght and Maeve
Bimchy. “Listening to some of
them debate would make you
wonder how they could ever
amount o anything. But they
did,” jokes Horlgan

Sport wae aleo s much a pan
of LREDY student Life then a: it is
now, Horkan played soocer and
badminton,

The badminton club had been
set up by a number of Malayan
medizing students in the 1%60s
ard became the breeding groand
for eome of Ireland’s beet-known
female plavers: Mary O'Sullivan
ard Hazel Irwin, s well as Ma-
reen CFBrien and  Parricia
O'Gorman, who beth became
tennds internarionals.

The student media kept Earls-
fort Terrace awthorities on its
toes, “We started with a pews-
paper called You-Wha, but it got
tanned because they printed a
cartoon of a glrl with & small
bump on her belly standing our-
side a door with a sign saying
Chaplain's  Office,”  staes
Horkan,

Afver this small editorial hitch,
A new paper, Awaeke came into
bzing, “ Awake was a grest instiog-
tbon,* says Horkanm, “It was &
whoelly  independent  paper
brought out in the college with
come very gond edicors over the
YEArs, ™

There were aleo a number of
staffl members in Earlsforn Ter-
race whoe made more of an
impact on life in the college than
they might have known, The por-
ters, who went about thelir dally
duwties, became the friends and
role models of many studenss,

“Paddy Eeogh, who jeined in
1918, was well loved by owve-
rvone,” says Hoerkan, “We all
called him Mr Keogh, and he
would alwaye call vou Mr
Horkan, Only when you qualifled
waonkd he call you by your firse
AT,

“If & lecoarer was owt sick he
would come imto the hall and
giwe a liccle discourse on one sub-
ject or another. He was & lovely
man and knew evervbody in the
college. Then there was [ack
Mugent whe lived in the base-
ment of the building, He got on
well with “the Machine' and weed
to Jet us speak into the bullding
the weskend before sudent elee-
tlons to put uwp posters before
amyons ¢lse,”

Very litthe In student life, i
appeears, has changed,

Being predictable can be bril

Steve Dasds bsn't knorn Sor wangng his routine, Bt
with 73 professioral snocker titkes under his belt. he
does prave that being predictable can be brilliart - 2
bit like the rish Lfe Consersus Fund. Consistently

amang the highest perfomming funds in Ielard,

Irish Life

the Consensus Fund has ghen an average netom
of cover T0R6 @ pesar grver the past 10 wears, To find cut
hova wou can get more for your money cortad your
financial achiser, drop into your local permanent tsh

branch or comtact ish Life,

Elgl

Warning: The value of your investment may go down as well as up.
Warning: This fund may be affected by changes in currency exchange rates.
Warning: Past performance is not a reliable guide to future performance.
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