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From a city centre campus

0 playing the

From daisy chains to
pubs, some notable
alumni have their own
unique memaories.

%1 Louise Holden writes

= Earlsfort Terrace

campus was always

hursting at the seams.

Beyond the seams, hap-

pily, was all that Dublin city had

to offer. Famous former students

of Earlsfart Terrace hawve vivid

memaries of this charismatic city

campus with its eclectic mix of

priests, rebels, budding politi-

ciams and students from all over
the warld.

*The place was crawling with
priests,” journalise Clivia O°Leary
recalls. °1 came from a convent
schoal, where the nuns believed
in rights for wamen, to a univer-
sity where | wasn't allowed to
wear tronsers. Omne day all the
female students turned op in
jeans, in protest at the ban [t was
lifted that year = 1968, | believe,”

Clothing marked the memary
of many former Earlsfort Terrace
students. *I'Ll never forget the
clerical students, all dressed in
black, arriving in pairs on their
bicycles,” says broadcaster and
former history student Brian Far-
rell

*They were nat allowsd to
sp=nk to the ather students, In the
Terrace cantesn, known as "The
Anpex”, they never had 1o queus
for their lunch, as it was all laid
out for them. | developed a desp
anti-clericalism over the matter.”

The Greas Hall, centre of
campus life at the Terrace,
formed the backdrop for Dr
Garret FitzGerald's richest recol-
l=ctions of the period. *1t was the
place where all students cams
together to read the notice-
beards, collect exam resualts and
to 5it an the radiators. We wers
always warned that we would get
piles. One fine day in May (944 [
and my friends weaved n &3-foot
long daisy chain and hung it
ncross the hall. I'm sure we brokes
a record, The drawing pin that
keld the last daisy remained im
the wall for years afte rwands.”

Earlsfort Terrace students had
a ready supply of flora. Mo remi-
miscence of the campuas is com-
plete without stories of languid
afternacns under the irees in the

Iveapgh Gardens and 5t Stephen's
Green. “We sat under the apple
blassams, making daisy chains,
gazing ag the statwes of civil serv-
ants and vowing that we would
rever join them," Olivia (FLeary
r&CHUnts.

Another life-sustaining organ
of the campus was the sciepce the-
atre, which bubhled with chem-
istry by day and dehate by night.
Would-be politicians and law
makers fought it oot thers ot ses5-
sions of the L&H debating
EOCIBLY.

*There was an electric atmas-
phere in the science theatrs when
the L&H used to meet,” says jour-
malist and broadcaster Vincent
Browne. *There were great acous-
tics and the room was steeped in
atmasphere that could not be rep-
licated anywhers eke. As o result
the debates were more vibramt
ard alive than they are today.”

Every former student of Earls-
fort hins besn irrevecably marked
by at least ope provocative aca-
demic. "Denis Doncghue wos
abselutely mesmerising,” says
Olivia (FLeary, who experienced
an epiphany in one of her early
lsztures with the Professor af Eng-
lish.

T was only 17, barely ouwt of
schaal, a culchis who hadn't read
mearly encugh. When Denis
Domoghue began to lecture on
Wordsworth | could scmally feel
my mind stretch as he spoke. He
was arrogant and difficalt; he
used to0 say that these sessions
were not so much lectures as
opportunities for the students to
kear him think cue kawd.”

Brian Farrell was especially
struck by the lectures of Pro-
fessor Dudley FEdwards, pro-
fessor of Moedern Irish History,
an "eccentric character”, and
Aubrey Gwyn, o Jesuit and Pro-
fessor of Medieval History, "If
the weather was fine Professor
Gwyn woald move the lectures to
thie [venph Gardens Once there,
ke would invariably draw

cromds."
Farrell also recalls large
crowds pgatherimg for  the

world stage

Wain piciure. braadeaster and journalist Vincant Browna; above (&7 Garrel FiteGerald, former taoiseach and asonomist, addressing
an audience In Earlsfort Terrace in the 1080s and ©2ht. broadcaster Olivia O Leary

addresses of Patrick Eavanagh,
enlisted ns n puest lectursr by
Soean Costella and John Charles
MeQueaid as "a hit of kindness"
after losing a libel action and a
considerable ampunt of money.

Dir Garret FitzGerald was alsa
struck by the lecturing talents of
the Earlsfort Terrace history fac-
ulty, especially those of Johm
Marcus O'Sullivan

Wincent Browne, a graduntes of
economics and palitics, cannat
forget the inspiring lectures on
economics by Paddy Lynch = he
remembers the metaphysics l=c-
tures of Desmond Connell for dif-
ferent rensons, he says

Anyone that studied in Earlsfort
Terrace was very attached to it.
[ never wanted to leave

THE BAMMED TROWSERS, the
gueses far registration and the
files aof silent clerical studenis,
keeping the blink=red *custody of
the eyes”, slipped inte the past as
Earlfore Terrace modernised,
rationalised ard finally closed. As
ome faculty nfter amother said

gaodbye to the terrace, they also
spid  farewsll to Hartigan's,
Lamb’s and Eirwan's pubs, the
Linging Eettle on Lesson Strest,
the Green Cinema, the Iveagh
Gardens and other retreats and
watering-holes.

Feelings about the move wers

mixed and toe this day, alumni of
the Terrace cannot agres. "] was
ane of the few peaple in favour of
the miove to Balfi=ld,” says Brian
Farrell. *The Terrace was an
extraordinary place but we lived
in each other's pockets. Thers
was no scope to expand in any
direction.”

[rr Gearree FitzGerald feels dif-
ferently. “It was a small campus
and the students were close. Mow-
adays you dom't get to mingle
with students from lots of dif-
ferent disciplines on campus.
Anyene thar studied in Earlsfore
Terrace was very attached to it 1
never wanted to leave”



