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Remembering the early
days of gentle revolution

Law students
plaved a key part
in social and
academic life at
Earlsfort Terrace,
Writes

Peter McGuire

mw students have abways
besn at the centre of the
most important episades
in UCD's hiszary.

When Michael Tierney was
president of TCD, he was regu-
larly =ngaged in battles of will
with the students of the [iterary
and historical society, which was
dominated by law students.

Many law students went on to

npove Benlor Counsel Dermol Gleeson pictured with Darrie Finan attending a Literary and Historical society event in 1968,

play a role in the so-called
“Gentle Revaluticn” of the early
19¢0s, when UCD students
rebelled against the structures of
LHCD authaority.

Amn era of UCTYs histary ended
with the transfer of the faculty of
law ta the Belfizld campus in
18740, but many of the most signifi-
cant and infloential names in the
l=gal profession cam still trace

theeir resnts back o Earlsfort Ter-
race,

COmne of Ireland's maost eminent
barristers, Paal Conlon 5C, was a
law student in Earlsfont Terrace.
He has warked as a prosecutor
and defendsr on a range of civil
and criminal cases, constitutional
lawr cases and internaticnal law
CAses.

He has fond memaries of his

time in the Terrace, where he
studizd hath arts and law kefore
sitting his professional  law
EXAME

“I remember those times as a
periad of awakening," he says.
“*There was a great emphasis on
real study, analysis, communica-
tiom and transparency in the uni-
wersity, and that was sloly begin-
ning to feed oot into wider
society . . . Sadly, 1 think that
ethos is under constant challenge
in Ireland teday,” he belisves.

&L that time, students from all
the different faculties would have
mixed together a lot mone.

"Sindents from architecture,
arts, commerce, medicine and
dentistry woeuld all have been in
the same huoilding, so you could
get to know a large number of
other students. Students from dif-
ferent areas waouldn't have besn
fragmented.”

Students from the UCTr faculty
of law were heavily invalved in
Tunirim, a palitical discussian
group which amalysed and
debated some of the problems of
Irish society.

“Ecomomic and pelitical life
was at a low ebh in the 199505 and
this was when people began
think about how the country
could mowe forward,” explains
Conlon wha, along with other
lawr students, was a member aof
the group.

"We had discussiom groups
and from these groups emerged n
journal Wewere trying to formo-
late ideas for development and
emplayment in [reland. The
group and the journal were plo-
ralist in that we were apen ta all
ideas and opinions.

*We analysed problems ar
issues and we puot our results
before the relevant authaorities,"
hee says.

Within UCD, Tuairim was
engaged in regular discussions
about the move to Helfield and
often relzased pamphlets and
statements oppeosing it, which
were treated seriously ac the
highest levels aof gavernment.

According to Conlon, much of
the inspiration for the ideas of
Tunirim came from the teaching
staff of the faculty. "There were
great lecturers on the course who
could really stimulate interests,"
hee says.

*Seamus Henchy, for example,
who became a Suprems Court
judg=, wns an excell=nt l=cturer
in constitutional Law. He was
always very insightful and chal-
l=nging.

“Ewen autside the law faculty,
this was a time when peaple liks
Dudley-Edwards and Eevin
Molan were reviving the depart-
ment of history, while [che Eelly

was instilling students with a lowve
of, and interest in, palitics.”

Much studemt time, however,
was taken up by social life rather
than academin. *There was much
mare time to really get involved
in the college life,” Conlon
rescalls

“There was a great number of
clubs and societies, from the
bigger ones like the L&H to the
smaller ones like the commerce

or low society. They wers more |

like social centres than societies
focusing on a paricular area.

“The Tarrace was & Very
friendly place, and when wou
were walking through it, you
would always see someone you
knew. Wou could then walk from
the Terrace, through the [veagh
Gardens to Mewman House,

*Mewman House had newspa-
pers, sitting rooms and A large
raom for sacieties to meet. [t was
very much a part of the social life
ofthe college”

Conlom was a committes
member of the L&H while he was
in college.

He feels that the society may
have been less political in the
15505 than it was to become in
later years. “Fram the 19460s, yau
would have found more peoples
using it for persomal or pelitical
PUTPDSES.

¥We always got in interesting
speakers. One of my highlights
was when the writer Ulick
Flonnor addressed the society,
Seamus Sorchan, whe is now a
semior counsel, was A freguent
spenker at the L&H during my
time there. Other people who
were involved were Richard
REyan {who wounld go om to
become the minister for finance],
and Patrick Conmnolly {who
served as attarney general in the
198 0s)"

The sacisti=s were a vatal Life-
line for students im the 93905,
Conlon belisves.

“ioing to societies was a goad
way dor stodents to sacialise
when they wouldn't have had the
maney to drink.

“I remember there was so little
maney arcund that when [ gradu-
ated in 954, [ had a conversation
with Roman Eeane {later to
become chief justice of Ireland)
about how we might he able w
save up enough to go to the 1960
(Hympics in Rome, and that was a
long time away."

Those days of hardship are
mnow A distant memory.

Today, Roebuck Castle towers
over the Belfield campus. It aims
to continue where Earlsfort Ter-
race =it off, striving to produce
students who will bk=ave their
imprint on the social, political
and academic life of the naticn.
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A portion of the Kevin Barry memorkal window in Earlsfort Terrace. Fnotograph DCO arcaive



