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FACULTY OF ENGINEERING: learning on the move
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A less than harmonious past brought

The history of UCD
engineering is marked by

he UCD engineering school, in its entirety,
had a relatively brasf spell on the Earlsfort Ter-
TACE CAMUS.

I[n fact, the longest pericd its faculties were

civil, mechanical and electrical engineering had meved
to herrion Street in what was originally the home of
the RCScL "The whole school had only been in Earls-
fart Terrace from 1909-1826." says Prof MoCabe,

There were
differences in

and fourth years in BCScl as the expertise lay in the
Royal College, UCTH authorities made every effort 1o
enfarce their authority by demanding that their stu-
dents sit o separate examination from BCScl students.

Innovation

Then, in the 19605, UCD engineering welcomed its first
femnles students. “Prof John Kelly was dean at the time,”
says McCabe, “He had made great attempts to entice girls
inte engineering. We had seminars and open days exclu-

which paoint one-third of the faculty, civil and agricultural
engineering, returned to Earlsfont Terrace ngain.

[m 1984 plans were made to build phase one of the schaol
in Belfield nt a cost of £13 million. The faculty was then

. . ever located together was when it was on the groonds  “These were, however, very formative years for [rish The fortunes of Earlsfont’s engineers were to changs sively for interested female parties, Bit by bit it grew. The  spread out over two campuses. "We wanted to maintain 8 graduating class
CE.I'I1|JL1'.-1 MOVE = of a whally different college. engineering.” . after the foundation of the Free Stave. * After the War af percentage of female students increased to 18 per centinmy  some unity berween the departments but it was the students Hlﬂllﬂll;: 'ﬁ::“ﬂl'
: o . The history of ULCD engineering, therefore, can he In the early ypears, the UCD engineering school f 1 Independence, the RCScl hoped, im vain, that they time, by far the largest in the whele country. [ do, however,  wha suffered mast from this policy,” says McoCabe. i * Fau
sz IC‘d OIMIna [Cd Clﬂhh rooms sprend out over three different locations = Earlsfort Ter-  would be overshad pwed by the state-sponsored BCScl. lnﬂnclﬂ SUI}P{]I.L might be left alone to become a centre for research in also remember a time when there was only one single girlin “All students had o attend waripus lectures in Earlsfor Hussey, Brian
I,.",ld It}t"‘r l:'f iI'II‘l'f.WE!.[iL‘.I-I‘l race, Merrion Street in the former Royal Cellege of 5ci-  Based on earlier institutions, it was established in 1867 . . Irelapd,” says MeCabe, *UCT authorities, however, the whale faculty.” Terrace and Belfizld, which meant the poor things spent HFH'“.-FL““':
c - . ence for Ireland (RC5cl), and the Belfield campus =  and it had naccess to a far greater ponl of resources. 3 ]f oL 1 Y ] r had already made plams for the Merrdon Strest From a social perspective, enginesring became knowmn for half their time commauting.™ McRedmdand, Fran
I ] H Id > (s altheugh it could be argued that its time in Earlsfort Ter-  “Maney for the BRCScl was always much maore l I'L th]ﬂna I.l a I.} : premises and agreed terms with the Irish provisicnal its “¥Yarmwaddy dances™ in the 19405 and 9505 "Students Teday the civil and biosystems branches of enginesring Darcy, Ronan
onn olden re pﬂr = race was the most important. flaithidilach. We were meant to be financed by the gov- government in 1926 for the merger of the two colleges. use to raise the funds to pay for edocational trips to Ger-  are still located at Earlsfort Terrace. All students still make Kearne, Niamh

Praof Vincent McCabe was a DCD lecturer in mechan-
ical engineering from 1999, and dean of the focalty of

ernment of the day as well but we never got as much,”
says McCabe,

and a small amount

The University Education Act of 1926 leased the baild-
ings of the Royal College to UCTD for o period of 99

many by profits from these dances,” explains McCabe.
"They always wok place in the Olympic dance hall off

the trek to Dablin 2 for at least some of their lectures,
although improved public transport has made the whole

O Nelll {Stapieton),
Clizna Cusson,

engineering and architecture at TIET From FES-1992, Differences in Anancial suppart, professicnal rivalry, ﬂf r':]j ]'l[}us and years at a rent not excesding five shillings.” Camden Street with a half-crown entrance fee. They were  experience a little less painful. Muala @'Farrell,

He was ane of six hrothers who all did degrees in - and a small amount of religicus and sectarian division, b After this time the story of UC Iy enginesring is some- very popualar. In my time we made 0 profit of arpond £2,000 “We celebrate the move to Belfield of the Terrace engi-  Rosemary Gleeson
mechanical and electrical engineering in UCDL “At cne made relations berwesn UCD engineesring and the * % % whnt miore cohesive, sven if there were to be several which was enough to send 3 students away to Germany. neering depanmments, and think with fondness of our prede- and Miriarm
time there were four of us studying topether - cne in - RCSc] le2ss than harmonicus at times, S{:{:tarlﬂn d]"-.u"lﬁlﬂn mare moves. The whole school moved to Merrion We used o get the ferry to Liverpon] and hired aplans from cessors who spread their time hetween Merrion Street and Hederman.
first, second, third and fourth year,” laughs Prof When it was later decided in 1916 that UCTD engi- Street in 19206 where it then became possible for engi- there,” he says. [n the 19705 the government gave money o Helfield," concludes McCabe, *They contributed so much ta Photograph: U.':D
McCabe. By the time he began his studies, the school of  nesring stodents would have to complete their third neering to realby flourish, DCTF to move some of its facilities out of Merrion Screet, at the industrial welfare of the country.” A e




