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FACULTY OF MEDICINE: competitive times

(Good diagnosis for ongoing moves

If medical
students survived
the trials of the
Terrace, they
were well
prepared for the
testing road
ahead, writes
Louise Holden

rof Muiris X Fitzgerald

as had a relationship

with Earlfort Terrace for

five decades. From his

enrclment as a medical student in

1958 to his position as the last

dean of medicine in 2006, 2007,

he has a long view of the distin-

guished history of UCTFs medical
faculty,

The faculty has o closer associa-
tion with Earlsfort Terrace than
any ather, as it held on at the Ter-
race after other disciplines such
as arts, science and enginesring
hiad mowved out of the city.

Prof Fitzgerald remembers his
early days at the medical faculty
as competitive. In his first year he
was constantly reminded that the

road io Eardsfort Terrace was lic-

tered with medical casualties. " A
shrieking zoclogist, [ir Mahel
Eane, warned us to loak to the stu-
dent on cur right and the srudent
on our beft, becanse only one of
the thres of us would survive io
enter first medical in Earlsfor
Terrace,” he recalls.

Having survived the massacre,
Prod Fitzzerald was keenly awars
of the distinguished company he
was aboat ta join at Earlforn Ter-
race. He was taking his place inn
long line of famous medical stu-
dents who were taught in RCD,
like Kevin Harry who was hanged
in Mountjoy jail; Eathleen Lynn,
chief medical officer of the Cit-
izen Army and insurgent leader
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at the City Hall in 1906; and Jam
Ryan, the LWCD final yvear medical
student whao was medical afficer
in the GO in 19064,

(One aspect of the UCD med-
ical education that has prevailed
from that day to this i its diver-
sity of intake, "Medical school
classes were extraordinarily cos-
mapolitan by UCTD standards of
the time,” says Fitzgerald. *0One
of the great advantages was to
mingle with fellow classmates
from the U5, Sputh Africa, the
West Indies, Malaysia, Maurioes
and many other corners of the
globe®

Former students of the medical
faculty enjoyed a roll-call of
teachers ranging, he says, from
the inspiratiomal to the fright-
ening: Brendan Coakley, Paddy
Meenan and John-Willie Harman,
Faul Canmnon, *The Earl” McCa-
rthy, Ma Crawley, Monsignor
Horgan and E] Conway., Mone
recent students will remember
the lectures of Teaching Award
winners like John Moynihan,
Philip Molan, Shay Giles, [ason
Last, Amanda McCann, Dhenis
Cusack and *Chan the Man".

As the longest course on offer
in LHCO, it takes six years for a
medical student to reach the final
medical examinations, no longer
to be held in the beloved Grear
Hall. UL graduates have made
this journ=y far many decades
and many have achieved the
highest pesiticns in academic
medicine abroad from Harvard to
Cambridge - Martin Carey, Praf
Garrer  Fitzgerald, Stephen
("Rahilly, Trever McGill, Paddy
Boland, Paul CFByrne, Martin
Tabin and many cthers

"The camaraderie between
medical stndents is bound by six
years tagether confronting dead
bodies, the harrars of hespitals
and dying at first-hand,” Prof Fit-
rgerald explains. *Groups of
DCT medical students chartered
planes to the US in an era when
that was not common. We had
spme considerable bonding expe-
riences."

Fitzgerald was cne of a select
group who returned o the Ter-
race. “Following my postgrad-
uate education abroad in Narth
America, the UK and Australia 1
came back to taks up a faculty
pasiticn im our alma mater.
Indeed our president, Hugh
Erady, and the current head of
the school of medicine and med-
ical science Prof Bill Powderly -
and many others = made that
same journey,” says Fitzgerald.

In the past 30 yvears medical
education in the Terrace has
been subject to sweeping change,
from a variety of sources. Palit-
ical intervention has seen student
numbers slump and swell, recrait-
ment stall and rally, budgets rise
and fall The faculty has reached
out, farming cellahorations with
the Rayal College of Surgeons ta
form the Penang Medical Col-
l=ge. At last count there were
over 30 nationalities stodying at
the faculty.

One aspect
of the
medical
education
that has
prevailed
from that
day to this is
its diversity
of intake

Medical Swudents Overseas
Relief (MS0OR} provides badly
neaded services in underdevel-
aped countries and hrings funds
from UL for much needed med-
icnl supplies.

Lectures are now available an
the internet and systems-based
teaching is now part of the educa-
tional menw. The rapid growth of
the schonl of nursing and mid-
wifery has hrought a new and
exciting dimension o medical
education at UCI, and the sister
schoals of diagnostic imaging and
physiotherapy  hawe  alsa
expanded,

These developments have
added impetus to the move from
Earlsfart Terrace to o
stabe-pi-the-art unified campus in
Belfield. "The Terrace, as it was
destimed to do sometime, will
close for the final time,” says Fit-
rgerald.

“0OF course there is a sense of
loss. However, our feelings of nos-
talgia are balamced by our excite-
ment at moving to the magnifi-
cent Health Sciences Complex
that opened in the wianter of 2006
under the a=gis of Prof Rill Pow-
derly, Dr Marie Carney and Dir
Catherine Blake., It now stands
beside the Comway [nstitute for
Biomedical and Biomolecular
Research = a fitting reflection of
the importance of teaching and
research in medicine.

¥The housing of awide array of
healthcare disciplines under one
roaf also reflecis the long-held
philosophy of the UCD medical
faculty that inter-disciplinary
teaching and research is given the
highest pricrity.”

A Praf Muiris Fitzgerald wnas
professar of medicine and thera-
pentics CD 1997-2006 and
dean of the TICD faculty of medi-
cime 2000- 200

An academic
conlerring at
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