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Farewell to the Terrace

A SPECIAL REFORT

The long and hard road to acceptance

Deirdre Raftery
looks back at the

‘place’ of women in

the early (and

not-so-carly) days
of UCD at Earlsfort

Terrace

e LD campus at Earls-
fort Terrsce closes
almast exactly 100 years
after the Mational Uni-

versity of [reland {NUI}
admitted woamen students and
staff on egual terms with their
male counterparts. With the
passing of the Universities Act
(I908) twea universicies were
established: (uesn's University
in Belfast, and the BUL with
three constituent colleges (Cork,
Drublin and Galwayk

Women could attend lectures
with men, they could take the
same examinations, and - impaoar-
tantly = they did not need to he
chaperoned.

The hupe change that this
brought about is perhaps only
fully appreciated when ane con-
siders the resistance o female
education that was common-
place in the lat= 19th century. It
was not uncommen to read the
wiews af prominent physicians in
thie popular press, sdvising par-
ents that education could greatly
dnmage their doughters.

In 1882, the prominent physi-
cian 5ir Thomas Clouston
declared: *T have se=n girls, the
dnughters of weall-proawn parents,
wha simply stopped growing ton
soam. - . this being caused, ns 1
believe, by the vital and nervous
forces being appropriated by the
mental part of the braim in
l=arning™.

His ideas were widely circu-
lated at exactly the time that the
first attempts were being made at
opening  higher education to
WO

Resistance o educationnl pro-
wision for Catholic women also
came from the Churche [t was
wiewed that women fulfilled
thieir destiny in marriage and
motherhood, an attitude neatly
reflacted in the Freemar's
foarnai {September 2Znd, 18831
“Mow Ireland as a Catholic
Mation wishes that women
shoald adarn socisty more by
wirtue than by learning . . . it is the
part of woman to become a
faithful wife, a loving mother, the
angel puardian of her family, and
am expert hausewite"

Against such a backdrop, it is
perhaps not surprising to find
thiat there was little int=rest in
university education for women.
However, in 1879 the Rayal Uni-
wersity of Ireland (BUIL was

established as an examining
body, which awarded degrees.

Activists such as [sabella Tod
(I836-946) managed o hawe
women included under the terms
of the Act, and this was to bring
ahout immediate changes. Stu-
dents entering for RUT examina-
ticns couwld be prepared at any
college or private institation, a
situation chat suited women per-
fecthy.

The first RUT women gradu-
ates were prepared st private
“grind schoals” such as Molntosh
and Tinkler's, and at Protestant
schools and colleges such as Alex-
andra College and Victoria Col-
l=ge, Belinst.

Very guickly. Catholics
expressed concern that Cathelic
girls who wanted degress wers
being prepared at Frotestant col-
lege=s. D Willinm Walsh, Arch-
bishop of Dubklin, responded by
asking the Diominican Sisters to
establish a Catholic woamen's col-

lege in Dublin, and in 1893, 5t
Mary's University Collzge
apened.

A year later, two more “wom-
en's colleges” opened: the Loreta
Collegs, 5t Stephen’s Green, and
St Angela's Callege, Cork.

In Jume, 1892, awer 10,000 Trish
woamen signed a memarial
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requesting that Trinity Caollege
he opened to women, The
response of the hoard was that
parents did not send their sons to
Trinity ta find themselves "entan-
gled in an imprudent match®.
Howewer, by the end of the cen-
tury almost every university in
Emgland and Scotland had
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allowed women to attend lec-
tures and sit examinations, and in
[reland thers was pressure todo
mway with the ssemingly inferior

“wamen's colleges™ and simply

ppen all universities to women.
[m 1908, with the passing of the

Universities Act, wamen could

finally enter the university col-
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l=ges as students and as staff
Amang the first distinguished
women ackdemics appeinted at
U D was the historian Professar
Mary Hayden, wha lectured
thiere from 1909 to I838, and
served om the UCD Governing
kody and the NLI] senate.

Within the same periad, Pro-

fessor Mary Macken kectured in
German, Maria Deganai was &
pradessar of Spanish and [taliam,
and Agnes (FFarrelly became
Prodessor of Irish in 1932,

AT EARLSFORT TERRACE, wamen
attended university bectures, hut
their contact with the opposit
sex was limived.

They lived at home, ar in uni-
versity residences such as Loreto
Hall and Drminican Hall on 5t
Stephen’s Green, and they sat
together in lectures

Women were often self-con-
sCiows, as they negotinted che pre-
dominantly male territory that
was Earlsfort Terrace, and =ven
the very steps of the LD baild-
ings on 5 Stephen's Gresn were
social minefields.

In the Uriversity Review
(1962, mowvelist Kate FHrie=n
(LCD 1906-19191 recalled “the
ardeal of coming out of the
(rreen at the gate that Fronted &6 .

-t The Nine Graces - the first
nine wamen 1o graduasts fram
university In Ireland. Salow [eft
waman students at Earlefart
Terrace, ard Dedow nght
Kaman lecturing at the Terracs

Anme

. the porch was filled all day
with mals genius=s, and though
ane was not finally concerned
with the opinions of one's hat, or
legs, orintelligence that might be
proncunced as one passed, hy
Eimar O'Duify or Long Jobn
Meagher. . . or Michaz] Tierney -
still one was young and momen-
tarily at their mercy”,

Like many of the early UCD
students, O'Brien had clear mem-
aries of the Physics Theatre
filled with hundrads of youths,
the *crumpled black™ of the semi-
narinms ard the groups of girls sic-
ting together ar the front

A student in the late 9440, Mil-
dred O"Brien (née Collins) alsa
recalls that the women students
sat at the front of lectures,
dir=ctly behind any nuns who
were studenis, and in front of all
the men.

She remembers the sccial life
at TIC T wiwidly: " We went to the
‘hops' an Tuesday and Friday
nights, which finished ahaowut
9.30pm, and we had to be back
into Loreto Hall on the dot of
lipm. &nd there were marvel-
lous dress damces run by the col-
lege societies, ard held in che Gre-
shiam Hatel, They cast 12564, and
we went to three or four of those
ench term, wearing the same
dress several times. We had a
husy social life at the Terrace.
And of course you could Ffail
exams forever and just repeat
them - there was no rush.”

Waomen wsed the Ladies'
Reading Room inside the main
hall, but they also had access o
the library and the college restaun-
rant there. The restaurant
allowed socinl contact with malke
stud=nts, as did the college socie-
5.

Wamen stsdents didn't typi-
cally frequent pubs before the
12%0% amd 19405, but stralled over
to the Monument Creamery, or
Raobert's Cafié.

University life was centred on
Earlsfort Terrace., And Belfi=ld,
= one graduate recalled: “Was
merely 0 place whers yoo went
to play tennis an paar courts.”
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