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Dramatic times on stage

UCDY's DramSoc was the
starting place for many
well-known actors,
writes Peter McGuire

The dramatic and impoesing stracture of Earls-
fort Terrace onoe hosted a vibrant student
drama society. Here, faces which would Later
become household nomes gathered arouwnd
the Diram&oc notice koard, eagerly awaiting
reewes 0f the latest plays and castings

Mearby, in Wewman House, at 85 5t
Stephen’s Green, students staged shows in o
small theatre space.

D=z Keogh, well known in Ireland for his
theatre wark, was heavily involved in
Drram&oc during the mad-1950s. “As soon as 1
pat to MCD, [ headed straight for the drama
society,” Keogh recalls. He won a part in a
WER Years play, Words Upor the Window
Fane, This play was directed by a young man
mamed Erian Farrell who went on o become
the well-known brosdeaster with RTE

DiramSoc has a long, distinguished history.
In 1827, with the invelvement of UCDYs Lic-
erary and histarical {L&H) debating society,
students hegan staging original and known
works. The early days of DramSoc in Earls-
fort Terrace produced such actors as Roger
McHugh and Cyril Cusack.

During Keogh's time there, he met Lelin
[Dkaolin, wha Iater went on o work as artistic
directar of the Ahbey Theatre and as a pro-
ducerin RTE; Framk Ezlly, whao became a suc-
cessful stage and telewision actor, famoushy
portraying dranken priest Fr Jack in the
sitcom Fatfser Ted; Ann O'Twoyer, who
worked a5 a presenter with BTE; and Eate
Binchy, who became a successful television
ACIT=ss,

Ferhaps the most significant friendship

Eeagh made at Diramsoc, however, was with
Rosnleen Mcheniman and Fergus Linehan
{Rosalesn and Fergus later married). Linehan
began writing material for revues, which con-
sisted of songs, sketches, monalogues and sat-
ires, often poking fun at prominent people
and palitical figures of the day.

The shows, which had their humhle begin-
nings in Dram&oc, were to become so popular
that they began a nationwide toor in 1875
which is still mrring today.

“Hosie and 1 started towring the country
with the show in 1975, and it made a huge dif-
ference to our careers. [t's probably what
we're bast known for, but we don't ofien lke
to ndmit it, because we like (o be regarded ns
actars toa,” Keogh jokes.

He is carrently touring the country with
Rasaleen, performing bis popular revae
show, Dws and Raosie at Lorge. He also
recently starred in a ope man show, The Love
Hungry Fermer, which he adapted from a
show by John B Eeane.

At DramSoc, Keogh took on different roles
with relish. He played Lorenzo in Shake-
speare’s The Merchart of Verice, starring

alompgside Ronan Eeane {later chief justiced
wha played Shylock, At the Irish University
Dirama Pestival, he played the role of a knight
in T% Ellint's Murder in the Cathedral, while
one of his favourite productions was Irish
muthor Oliver Goldsmith's classic play, Ehe
Stooaps o Conger.

Much of E=pgh’s time ot the Terrace was
spent betwesn the Dram&oe natice kaard and
Hartignn's pub on Lesson Street.

“We used to spend a lot of time lounging
around there and observe sveryone passing
ky,” he says.

“The= noticeboard was a great mesting
place in hetween lectures. [t was beside the
main hall, which was always jammed full of
life and activity. [ suppose you could say [
wasted a lot of time in Dram%oc, to the detri-
ment of my studies . . . but [ don't regret a
second of iL”

UCTYs DramSoc continues to grow strong,
celebrating its #B0th anniversary last month
with a mumber of plays, performances, wark-
shops and talks, as well as an alumni night,
which hrought together many of the past and
present members of the society. [t continues
o produce famous names in theatre and £ilm,
inclueding Brenda Fricker, Dermot Morgan,
Meil Jordan, Jim Sheridan, Conor McPherson,
Chris OFDiowd and Gabrizl Bymne.

Dram&oc moved to the Belfield campus in
1972 and was given rebearsal and perform-
amce space in the lower floor of the ares
building. where it remnains to this day.

Students can still be found lingering
around the DiramSoc  motice-board,
rehearsing their lines and imvesting hoge
amounts of time and energy into productions
which they hope will rival the professionals.

*Dram&oc certainly had a huge influence
on my life," says Eeogh. “1t's where [ really
learned about acting and the theatre. It gove
me a huge amount of cpporunities and a lat
of breaks in the world of drama.

*Mast ofall, it's where [ l=arnt that acting is
really what 1 love and want towork in.™



