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Remembering the centre of that life

After spending 10
vears studving
medicine in UCD,
Maurice Neligan
has happy
memories of the
campus, the pubs
and the parties

enrplled as a medical stu-

dentin UL D in Earlsfort Ter-

race in the autumn af 955,

Once [ had decided ta da
medicine, UCTr had been the nat-
ural chioice for a Blackrack boy.
Those were the days of the ban
on Cathalic students entering
Trimity. [t was a traly illiberal Ire-
land.

1 did not know what to expect
on my first foray to the Terrace,
where a5 an undergraduate and
pestgraduate, [ was to spend the
reext 10 years, [t was not without
tr=pidation that [ lzft the cocoon
of my hays' secondary schoaol and
entered a strange new warld.

We registered by faculties and
I remember a long queoes of

strange faces, handing aver their
fees and state exam césults and
receiving their student cards.
This latter acquisition 1 fondly
imagined to be the key to univer-
ity life and to the wealth of pleas-
urahle experiences that awaited
e i thas student fubure.

Two things struck me that first
day. There were girls, loads af
themn, amd there were clerical sta-
dents and nuns, loads of them
te. In Eact, tbe arcival of the cler-
peal students from the seminaries
in the moroing was like a crowd
of black craws settling an the Ter-
race. This black crow is now a
rara avit. Self-consciously, we
began ta explore this new “liber-
ated” enviranment. We deferred
ti alder students showing us the
ropes and were @asy prey foc
those selling us useless or aver-
priced books and “must have” lee-
ture nobes.

We learned early that moss stu-
dents were habitually broke and
that a gart of commuunistis view
of money prevailed. IF youw had it,
you shared it & dim wiew was
taken of thase whao failed to get
their round, or were adept at pro-
ducing lit cigarettes from their
pickers.

We gradually came to know
wur classmates from all aver Ire-
land and abroad and came o
spcialise with cur new college
proupings from clubs and classes,
rather than with the now dis-
persed friends from school

Early an, I noticed that there
werne twa basic groups of stu-
dents - the airy aneg and the
garthy ones. The latter group
bemdied towards the scignces, med-
icine, dentistry, engineering, vet-
erinary and, [ suppase, the “ags"
Cagricultural students). Mabody
was quite clear as to whether the
agricultural sorts really connped
as they spent muoch time away
from the centre doing unspeak-
able things to cows.

Earlsfort Terrace In the 19608, above, and Neary's pulby off Grafton streset, 2bave nght

The airy ones were centred an
the Terrace and kept their hrains
fres for the later complexities of
lif=, by studying arts and Law, The
drama society and the literary
and historical society (L&H) pro-
vided the fora for their exhibi-
tiomism, a5 well as the hockey and
beagling which exposad them to
the open air.

Commerce sat uneasily in the
middle, not quite sure of its sto-
dent gender, Where were the
archit=cts in such an achitrary
grouping? It was hard encugh in
that amarphous duffel coated

group o discern which wers
male or female.

The earthy group had a lot of
their student life located away
from the Terrace, Future sngi-
reeers and scientists were located
in the Callege of Science, Mer-
rion Strest (now Government
Buildings) and we medics, after
am initial year thers, were redis-
tributed owver the years to the var-
ions hospitals we had to attend.

Lectures, the library and the
ultimate exams were the umbil-
ical cord that bound us to the ter-
race. The sports clubs and the

spcieties also fostered the spirit
of the college and it seemed n
rare spul that was nat invelved in
some extracurricular activity.

It was a canstrained space and
could hardly be called a campus,
but for us the immedinte snvi-
rans were part of it. A back routes
from the Terrace led through the
Ivengh Gardems to 84
5t Stephen's Green, where the
Students' Union and committes
raams of various clubs and socie-
ti=s wers lacated.

Thers was also the Awla Max
where student theatricals and

dances were held, As regards the
latter, many students simply
would mnot be seen dead there.
The rughy clubs' "hops™ and flat-
land parties provided more attrac-
tive social outlets.

The Crystal, Metropale and
Four Provinces provided more
duhivus venues, where some pur-
sued Hthe other thing™, that in all
henesty 90 per cent of us would
kawe run from if proffered on a
plate, That reality didn’t stop us
all talking aboue it in talk and
drink we were mighty men.

Whe then amongst us could

forget the pubs and cafes? Harti-
pan's and the Gresn Bar, the
Galden Orient and abave all the
Sinping Kettle. Further afi=ld, the
Inca, the Eilimanjaro ard Raob-
erts and, off two-way traffic
Graftan 5t, Davy Byrne's and
Meary's. Geperations of students
skipped Friday lectures for mare
rel=vant afferings in the Gresn
Cinema.

Colours matches in these days
were conducted with the ferocity
of the Battls of the BEoyne and for
the same reasons - them and us.
In fact it was evervbody and us,

Who then amongst us could
forget the pubs and cafes?
Grafton St, Davy Byrne’s and
Neary's

we were UCD students from the
Terrace and the waorkd had betzer
bz mweare that it was our aysier.
The graduates of my time
spread through Irish life leaving
thieir youthful prejudices behind.
Even some of the airy group
became gainfully employed,
which says a lot about Newman's
concept of & university. The Ter-
race is A fond memory o those
wha studied and played thers.

J Maurice Maligan iz a cardiac
surgeon and celumrist in The
Irish Times' Haalth Supplement




