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WELCOME
Julien Mercille, Head of School
Hello everyone, and welcome to the new academic year!
It is great to see each other in person more often this trimester, even if we are operating
under certain Covid restrictions. On this, I would like to thank everybody for their ongoing
collaboration--it allows us to keep our activities safe and keep seeing each other.
I would like to extend a special welcome to those who are new to UCD Geography,
particularly undergraduate and postgraduate students and postdocs - if there is anything we
can do for you, or if you have any questions, don't hesitate to ask us.
This newsletter will be produced twice per trimester and is a way to get all your UCD
Geography news and learn about events and activities in the School. If you have anything to
share, please don't hesitate to let us know.
I hope you enjoy this newsletter, and let us know if you have any feedback - we want it to be
useful and entertaining to readers!
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UPDATE FROM UCD GEOG SOC
Eva Cahalane, Geog Soc Auditor

It's been a crazy year and a half for all members of the UCD
community through COVID times. I'm sure we all got too familiar
with the concept of zoom meetings, lectures and society events last
year that we've all had enough and want to go back to some sort of
normality. This new virtual way of life made running a society very
difficult last year, but the GeogSoc is back, better than ever, and still
going strong despite these past challenges.
The sole purpose of our society is to build a community of geographers within the UCD School
of Geography where people can get involved, feel welcome and connected with their peers.
Inclusivity is a key value of ours as we aim to create an open, friendly space where everyone
from all different backgrounds and stages of geographic knowledge can participate. We are
delighted to announce that in-person events will make a comeback this academic year. We
look forward to finally meeting all society members and faculty face to face once more. This is
definitely a huge step forward in the right direction, and we couldn't be happier, as I'm sure
many people are, for this progression. We will be hosting various fun society events
throughout the year, including our regular coffee mornings, guest speakers, geography film
nights, discussions, alumni career panels and lots more, so there is plenty to look forward to.
We also give a huge welcome to all new freshers entering UCD School of Geography, you are a
great addition to the school, and we hope you will engage and get involved within the
GeogSoc community. On behalf of the UCD Geography Society, we are excited to see what
this new academic year will bring!

Keep up to date with all thing GEOG SOC by following
them on Instagram on @ucdgeogsoc
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
The SDG Community Dashboard project, funded by the
Earth Institute and led by Assoc. Prof. Ainhoa González,
School of Geography, has delivered an online pilot
dashboard for the Dundrum area. It maps the status of a
selected number of indicators linked to the 8 SDGs
prioritised by the local community. The indicators
currently rely on available public data and set the basis for
monitoring progress towards sustainability at the local level
up to 2030. Two of our recent MSc students have
contributed data and input to the project. The project is
currently recruiting volunteers to collect data for the
various indicators - if you are interested, please contact
Ainhoa.
GEOG40750 ReImagining Dublin module was chosen by
UCD as an excellent example of community-engaged
teaching and learning and has been developed into a full
case study by the Irish Universities Association,
highlighting the importance of this approach to learning for
the development of graduate attributes. In late September,
this work was presented by Secretary-General of the
Department of Further and Higher Education, Jim Breslin,
as part of his discussion on Community Engagement in
Ireland at a global conference, with Harvard University,
Kennedy School of Government. You can take a look at the
case study video. Current Masters students from across
UCD can sign up for the module (GEOG40750), which will
run again in January 2022.

Following the publication of her collaborative research with
colleagues at the Bartlett School of Planning, University
College London, Assoc. Prof. Niamh Moore-Cherry copresented to the Greater London Assembly on her recent
co-authored paper on planning and governance in London.
This was the first of many conversations to exchange
knowledge and develop a research agenda on Opportunity
Areas in the London metropolitan area. The paper,
Documenting the ‘soft spaces’ of London planning:
Opportunity Areas as institutional fix in a growth-oriented
city, published in Regional Studies in February 2021, is
available Open Access.
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
Before the All-Ireland Senior Football final between Mayo
and Tyrone, in September, RTÉ Brainstorm published Dr
Arlene's Crampsie's research into the infamous Mayo
Curse. The article titled 'Uncovering the truth behind the
infamous Mayo Curse' is still available to read on the RTE
website.

Dr Arlene Crampsie spoke to RTÉ Radio One as ViceChair of the Oral History Network of Ireland detailing the
Network's response to the Commission of Investigation
into Mother and Baby Homes. The segement is still
available to listen to here.

Fresh off the press! You can read Assoc. Prof. Ainhoa
González' interview in the Earth Talks series from UCD'S
Earth Institute, where she talks about environmental
planning , GIS and public participation. It is available to
read here.

Interested in checking out some cool graphs in an
interesting report? Check out Dr Brad Garrett's 2021 State
of the Industry Report for Backdoor Prepper, which is
available now on their website.
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
Ainhoa González, in collaboration with UK consultant Riki
Therivel, has published a report and guidance for
practitioners on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Tiering. The
research outputs of this EPA-funded project provide key
recommendations to enhance current practice and improve
the links between SEA and EIA. It focuses on the need to:
• Facilitate more impactful two-way dialogue for SEA and
EIA practitioners
• Amend legislation, provide guidance with departmental
circulars to ensure that SEA and EIA “talk” to each other
• Future-proof SEAs to focus on identifying issues at lower
tiers, including projects, and thus better able to inform EIAs
• Set up SEA and EIA reporting and monitoring systems
based on Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
If you are interested, you can see the EPA report and the
guidance

Dr. Tobi Morakinyo participated in the Novi Sad NatureBased Solutions & Climate-Sensitive Urban Design Training
School one of the trainers. His PhD student, Benjamin OBE
also attended as one of the trainees.

A new website for the UCD Asia - Pacific Network has
launched. The Network, in which Dr. Christine Bonnin is
a Steering member, promotes cross-College research in
the area of Asia-Pacific Studies. You can check out their
new website.

Interested in Finding out what we get up to over the
Trimester? Follow us on social Media!
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RESEARCH SEMINARS
Every year, the School runs a series of Research Seminars that feature a series of contributors
from various backgrounds who come to talk about their research area of choice.
This trimester, the seminars will be online from 3 - 4 pm on the dates below. If you see a topic
that interests you, you can join us through our Zoom link: https://ucdie.zoom.us/j/66632988518.

DATE

SPEAKER

6th October

Dr Ted McCormack, Geological Survey Ireland
Topic: Groundwater, Remote Sensing and Risk

21st October

Dr Francis Butcher, Sheffield University, UK
Topic: Planetary Sciences

4th November

Dr Nicola Dempsey, Sheffield University, UK
Topic: Urban greening in Sheffield

18th November

Professor Teresa Dillon, UWE Bristol, UK
Topic: Art and Geography/Repair cultures

2nd December

Wane Chambliss, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK
Topic: Human. Physical. Art

Keep up to date with OUR research Seminar series via
our website
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CONGRATULATIONS
Assoc Prof Gerald Mills has been awarded the Luke Howard Award for Outstanding Contribution to
the Field of Urban Climatology from the International Association of Urban Climates. The award
citation notes his outstanding contributions to scholarship and science, his exceptional track record as
a mentor, and is co-authorship of Urban Climates, which has become one of the key texts not only for
urban climatologists but also for multiple disciplines interested in the urban environment. This is an
exceptional recognition of his international standing and we are delighted to offer him our sincere
congratulations.
Congratulations to Dr Carla Kayanan who has been awarded a highly-competitive 2-year Irish
Research Council Government of Ireland Enterprise Postdoctoral Fellowship for her project Achieving
regional equality: urban-rural dynamics in Ireland's Southern Region. The project partner is the
Southern Regional Assembly and will build on the work that Carla has undertaken as part of the Ireland
in the Metropolitan Century project. We are delighted that Carla will be staying in the School for
another 2 years and look forward to hearing more as the project progresses.
Assoc Prof Niamh Moore-Cherry has been appointed as Deputy Principal, UCD College of Social
Sciences and Law. She will be working closely with the College Principal and as part of the College
Management Team on progressing and enhancing a number of projects across the College. We wish
her well in the new role and are delighted to welcome Dr Alma Clavin who will take over some of her
teaching as well as work on a new research project.
Congratulations to Dr Alma Clavin who has been appointed as a Research Social Scientist for the next
academic year. Alma is currently working with Niamh Moore-Cherry on the National Economic and
Social Council (NESC) funded project Exploring Place-based opportunities and challenges for a Just
transition. Alma is no stranger to us as she has been working on the Mapping Green Dublin project in
the school for the last two years. This project recently reached a very successful conclusion and was
showcased by the Royal Irish Academy as an exemplar of Co-producing knowledge for sustainability at
their national event in June.
Prof Graeme Warren (School of Archaeology) in collaboration with Dr Christine Bonnin (School of
Geography) and Dr Sam Kelley (School of Earth Sciences) have been awarded strategic priority funding
from the EI to develop a UCD Mountain Research Group (UCD MRG). The aims of the MRG are to:
highlight the importance of mountain landscapes and the value of interdisciplinary study of mountains;
raise broader awareness within and beyond UCD of the dynamism of mountain landscapes, especially
in the context of the climate crisis, and their role in the UN SDGs; promote research on mountain
landscapes within UCD and provide platform for expansion; and to establish networks of researchers
and relevant agencies within and outside of UCD
Congratulations to Colm Casserly and co-authors on the UCD Reconnect team for the publication of
the paper "Coarse sediment dynamics and low-head dams: Monitoring instantaneous bedload
transport using a stationary RFID antenna", which is available in early view in the prestigious Journal of
Environmental Management. This paper is the third and final instalment of Colm's PhD thesis by papers
which was submitted this September 2021. We wish Colm every success on his upcoming Viva Voce
examination.
Professor Alun Jones who received an award from Agence National de la Recherche for project titled
Au miroir de la politique Européenne de voisinage: Explorer les imaginaires géographiques d’une
macro-région (IMAGEUN).

SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY NEWSLETTER

VOL 5 (1)

Picture from Dr Christine Bonnin's GEOG40830 Global South Fieldwork module 2019

NEW PUBLICATIONS
Blennerhassett, C., Moore-Cherry, N. and Bonnin, C. (2021) ‘Street markets, urban
development, and immigrant entrepreneurship: Unpacking precarity in Moore Street, Dublin’,
Urban Studies (online first). https://doi.org/10.1177/00420980211040928
Buckley, N., Mills, G., Letellier-Duchesne, S. and Benis, K. (2021) ‘Designing an Energy-Resilient
Neighbourhood Using an Urban Building Energy Model’, Energies, 14(4445), pp. 4445.
https://doi.org/10.3390/en14154445
Buckley, N., Mills, G., Reinhart, C. and Berzolla, Z.M., 2021. ‘Using urban building energy
modelling (UBEM) to support the new European Union’s Green Deal: Case study of Dublin
Ireland’, Energy and Buildings, 247, p.111115. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enbuild.2021.111115
Brady, J., McManus, R. (2021) Building Healthy Homes: Dublin Corporation's First Housing
Schemes, 1880-1925. Dublin: Four Courts Press.
Dekeyser, Thomas and Bradley Garrett (2021) ‘Illegal ethnographies: research ethics beyond
the law’, Routledge Handbook of Research Ethics, Routledge, London, England.
Kayanan, C., Moore-Cherry, N. and Clavin, A. (2021) ‘Cities Under Lockdown: Public Health,
Urban Vulnerabilities, and Neighborhood Planning in Dublin’ in Doucet, B, Filion, P and Van
Melik, R (2021) Global Reflections on COVID-19 and Urban Inequalities. Volume 2: Housing and
Home. Bristol: Bristol University Press. pp 189-197
Lau, K.K.-L., Tan, Z., Morakinyo, T.E., Ren, C. (2021) Outdoor Thermal Comfort in Urban
Environment. 1st edn. Singapore: Springer
Liu, Z., Cheng, W., Jim, C. Y., Morakinyo, T. E., Shi, Y., & Ng, E. (2021). Heat mitigation benefits
of urban green and blue infrastructures: A systematic review of modeling techniques,
validation and scenario simulation in ENVI-met V4. Building and Environment, 107939.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.buildenv.2021.1079390
McCarthy, J., Meredith, D., and Bonnin, C. (2021) ‘Actor motivations to engage with
collaborative agri-environmental policy: An assemblage based exploration’ Journal of Rural
Studies 87:88-98.

SCHOOL OF GEOGRAPHY NEWSLETTER

VOL 5 (1)

NEW PUBLICATIONS
McCarthy, J., Meredith, D., and Bonnin, C. 2021. ‘Highs and lows of collaboration’, TResearch
16(2):36-37
Moore-Cherry, N., Kayanan, C., and Tomaney, J. (2021) ‘National planning principles and
regional and local governance –Ireland’s NPF three years on’, Town and Country Planning
(July/August), pp. 257-260
Ouyang, W., Morakinyo, T. E., Ren, C., Liu, S., & Ng, E. (2021). Thermal-irradiant performance of
green infrastructure typologies: Field measurement study in a subtropical climate city.
Science
of
The
Total
Environment,
764,
144635.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2020.144635
Ren, C., Wang, K., Shi, Y., Kwok, Y. T., Morakinyo, T. E., Lee, T. C., & Li, Y. (2021). Investigating
the urban heat and cool island effects during extreme heat events in high‐density cities: A
case study of Hong Kong from 2000‐2018. International Journal of Climatology.
https://doi.org/10.1002/joc.7222
Seery, C., Andres, A., Moore-Cherry, N. & O'Sullivan, S. (2021) ‘Students as Partners in Peer
Mentoring: Expectations, Experiences and Emotions’, Innovative Higher Education.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10755-021-09556-8

KEEP IN TOUCH
Twice a trimester not enough to get your fill all things Geography? You can keep track of us
on our social media: Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn
And remember, if you have any questions, you can always get in touch with Kate, our School's
administrator by email: geography@ucd.ie
Wishing you all the best for the upcoming trimester!

