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We are Ireland’s leading business school 
- our programmes are highly ranked 
and we have been triple accredited for 
more than 20 years. We are the only 
Irish member of the leading business 
school alliances CEMS and the Global 
Network for Advanced Management 
(GNAM) and are proud to be amongst 
the top 1% of global business schools.

The UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School MBA is Ireland’s leading MBA 
programme. Globally ranked and triple accredited, we offer you a unique experience to 
study in one of Europe’s friendliest capital cities.

Our aim is to empower you to create a meaningful impact in business and society at 
the end of your studies. We are very focused on learning by doing and this means that 
we give you a unique set of business and behavioural skills. We will equip you to think 
creatively, nurture a global mindset and in addition to excellent academic outputs we will 
develop your leadership skills looking at negotiation, communication, networking and 
collaboration, as well as building your critical thinking skills.

Our experienced faculty ensures your curriculum features the very latest business 
thinking. Our academics are highly engaged with industry carrying out international 
research and consultancy.

In tandem we have developed deep corporate connections with many global brands. Our 
careers network team is here to support you through your journey, helping you apply your 
learnings to further your career.

We have been delivering our MBA since 1964 and this has allowed us to develop an 
extensive global network of more than 4,000 MBA alumni worldwide. Our reputation 
attracts a diverse, talented cohort to our programme each year.

Embarking on an MBA is a life changing decision – we are here to support you every step 
of the way and would be delighted to welcome you to our beautiful campus in Dublin.

Professor CAL MUCKLEY

Academic Director MBA Programmes

THE SMURFIT MBA
G R A D U AT E  B U S I N E S S  S C H O O L
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Globally Ranked
Our MBA programme has been highly ranked globally 
for more than ten years, climbing to No. 67 in The 2021 
Economist Full-time MBA Ranking.

Triple Accreditation
We are Ireland’s leading Business School and have been 
triple accredited for more than 20 years by AACSB, 
EQUIS & AMBA. 

Leadership Development 
Programme 
The Smurfit MBA is designed to develop global leaders, 
who are able to manage diverse teams and organisations 
anywhere in the world.

Career Impact 
Earnings can rise on average by 77% in the 3 years after 
graduation (based on class of 2020).

Corporate Connections 
Strong industry links between the school and national 
and global organisations. Our graduates have secured 
employment in leading companies such as McKinsey, 
Microsoft, Google, PwC, KPMG, Apple, EY, Accenture, 
Aer Lingus, 3M, Liberty Insurance and Amazon.

Global Alumni Network 
Connect with an active network of over 4,000 MBA 
alumni and over 98,000 business alumni worldwide. 

International Partnerships  
& Opportunities
Part of the Global Network for Advanced Management 
(GNAM), a collaboration between 30+ top graduate 
business schools, along with Yale, IE, ESMT, Hass and 
EGADE. Our students can travel to partner schools for 
selected modules and take online courses. Students also 
have the opportunity to travel to Asia and Europe as part 
of their consultancy projects.

Academic Excellence 
Among the keystones of our reputation is the quality and 
expertise of our 100-strong faculty, comprising leading 
teaching specialists in subjects spanning the core 
disciplines of business and management, recruited from 
across the world.

International Diversity 
88% of our full-time MBA participants come from 
overseas, including Europe, North and South America, 
Africa and Asia. This global perspective contributes to a 
rich and stimulating learning environment.

Expertise 
Over 50 years’ experience in delivering an international 
MBA qualification. 

See below the profile of our 
current cohort of students:

Class Profile &  
Statistics 2020/2021*

*Modules may be subject to change. Please refer to our website.

FOUNDATION WEEK
August

AUTUMN SEMESTER
September ~ December

SPRING SEMESTER
January ~ May

SUMMER SEMESTER
June ~ August

ACADEMIC PROGRAMME*

MBA teaching is a dynamic mix of theory, implementation, guest speakers, group discussion and analysis and experiential learning. 
Case studies, simulations and capstone project are used to build expertise and analytical skills. Strong emphasis on team work and skills.

MBA Immersion Week

- Introduction to Report Writing/ 
  Persuasive Writing
- Introduction to Financial Reporting
- Leading Cross Culturally
- Presentation Skills
- Case Study Analysis

Core Modules

- Financial Reporting
- Performance Driven Marketing
- Competitive Strategy
- Leadership & Organisational Behaviour
- Business Economics
- Corporate Finance

Core Modules

- Management Accounting
- Entrepreneurship
- Operations & Supply Chain Management
- Digital Transformation
-  International Study Abroad Trip.  

Previous destinations: Brazil, China,  
UAE, Peru, Singapore & Argentina

Core Modules

-  International Consulting Project - previous 
destinations: Iceland & Portugal

- Capstone Project
- Strategies for Human Resources
- Global & Corporate Strategy

Option Modules

Global Network of Advanced Management 
(GNAM) - opportunity to take a module at a 
partner business school

Option Modules

- Managing the Negotiation Process
- Corporate Governance
- Strategy Execution

Option Modules

- Business and Society (Block)
- Executive Decision Making (Block)
- Data Analytics

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME - DEVELOPMENT OF THE SELF
Extensive programme of workshops to develop leadership and team skills and to develop the soft skills which add real value to career and personal development

- Accelerating Team Performance
- Intercultural Competence
- Presentation Skills

- Team Building
-  Self Awareness
- Skill-building Master Classes
- MBA Masterclasses
- IMPACT MAKERS Lecture 1

- Careers/Alumni Mentoring
- MBA Masterclasses
- IMPACT MAKERS Lecture 2

- Presentation Skills Follow-up
- Putting Theory into Practice
- MBA Masterclasses

MBA CAREERS IN ACTION

- MBA Job Search Strategies
- Personal Branding and Storytelling
- CV Book
- Strategic Networking
- Alumni Careers Panel Discussions

- Alumni Mentoring Programme
- Interview Skills
- Getting Hired on LinkedIn
- Mock Interviews with Recruiters
- Company Visits and Presentations

- 1-2-1 Support

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Welcome Reception - MBA Alumni Events, MBA Sporting Competitions / Sports Clubs
- International MBA Case Study Competitions / MBA Blog / MBA Clubs / 
   Networking Events / Thought Leadership Events / MBA Christmas Reception

- MBA BBQ
- MBA Summer Reception

Full~Time MBA Overview*Why UCD Michael Smurfit  
Graduate Business School?

“It’s the opportunity to fill in all aspects of your 
business knowledge, to understand what’s unique 
about you in a leadership context, and to build 
the career you’ve always wanted, or never knew 
you wanted.”

Ciara Close  
Full-time MBA 2019, 
Director at Umbrella Foundation

Average GMAT646

Female students27%

International participants88%

Average years work experience

Average EA score

Average student age

8

151

31

Male students73%

* Stats as of September 2021
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A key feature of the Smurfit MBA is our Smurfit 
Leadership Development Programme (LDP), which we 
have designed to develop the skills and competencies 
required by modern businesses. Our LDP combines 
three core elements of leadership: Self, Teams and 
Organisations.

Through a series of interactive workshops, self-
assessment and one-to-one alumni mentoring, students 
gain insights into their own motivations, behaviour, 
interaction and communication with others. Students 
engage in team coaching and Master classes on topics 
including Agile, Market Research, Presentation Skills and 
Working in Teams. The MBA sponsors the UCD Smurfit 
IMPACT MAKERS speaker series, featuring prominent 
business leaders in conversation with Smurfit MBA 
faculty. Furthermore, you have the opportunity to get 
involved in one of the many MBA clubs, or to compete 
in an international case competition or intramural 
Hackathon.

Leadership Development Programme

“The UCD Smurfit School MBA was the catalyst 
for a huge amount of change in my life both 
professionally and personally. The leadership 
development course gives you an unrivalled 
opportunity to improve how you work in teams, 
both in leadership and follower roles. The 
further you advance in your business career the 
more you realise that being right or being the 
idea champion is far less important than being 
someone that contributes to the overall dynamic 
in a team. In the modern business environment 
only teams can solve complex problems 
effectively. It is now a prerequisite for career 
success that you can thrive in this environment. 
UCD Smurfit School equipped me with the skills 
and mind-set that I need to succeed in this 
environment.” 

“There are few conversations with business 
people that you will feel unqualified to take 
part in after completing the MBA. The faculty is 
brimming with inspiring lecturers, and a diverse 
student body makes the extensive teamwork both 
challenging and enjoyable. Completing it has 
been one of the most memorable experiences in 
my life to date.” 

Trevor Whelan 
Full-time MBA 2014, 
Director at Eastdil Secured

John Ryan 
Full-time MBA 2016, 
Founder & CEO at Gigable.com
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A Truly Global Perspective Career Outcomes

As well as exposure to our international student cohort 
and global faculty our programme offers a range of 
international elements.

An important feature of the Smurfit MBA is our global 
focus. Smurfit School is the only Irish member of the 
prestigious GNAM (Global Network for Advanced 
Management) network of 30+ top global business 
schools: through this network, our students can 
participate in ‘immersion’ weeks in any of our network 
schools such as Yale, Haas, IE, HEC and Fudan. Students 
also represent us in international case competitions. In 
2020 our students came third in the IBM Georgetown 
Case Competition in Washington DC.

Previous cohorts of students have travelled all over the 
world for our international modules , including South 
America, Europe, and South-East Asia. In 2021 students 
participated in a virtual international study tour around 
North and South America, meeting with executives in 
Argentina, Chile, Brazil, Mexico, and the USA’s Silicon 
Valley. Additionally in their homes across Ireland and 
abroad, students participated in a virtual Brazilian 
Carnaval percussion class as well as a virtual visit to a 
luxury coffee grower in Colombia. 

“Our experience working with the MBA Students 
from UCD Smurfit School was nothing short of 
what I would expect from a paid consultancy 
company. They dug deep to understand our 
challenges as a company and in the industry 
at large, and leveraged their personal skill sets 
and networks to add additional value in areas 
outside of the scope of work. The international 
growth strategy they presented us was concise, 
concrete, and actionable, with all the steps 
along the way clearly defined and considered. I 
look forward to staying in touch with them and 
maybe even collaborating again in the future.”

“The UCD Smurfit MBA offers a challenging but 
rewarding year of study, immersing oneself in 
a diverse and engaging learning environment, 
delivered by renowned business professors. The 
extensive business curriculum creates a thorough 
appreciation for the complexity of business and 
equips students with the necessary toolset to be 
successful leaders in their future careers. 

The programme differentiates you in what 
has become a very competitive marketplace, 
strengthening your ability to secure the  
preferred role. 

The Smurfit MBA facilitated my transition 
from the public sector to the world of business, 
offering endless opportunities in multinational 
organisations through its powerful alumni 
network. Not only did I develop a valuable 
business network during my studies, I gained 
some very close friends for life.”

“Apart from the amazing food, wine, and tango 
show, my favorite part was talking with the 
locals on the street. They were very willing to 
express their insight of the local economy and 
were extremely interested in our outsiders’ 
opinion of their country. This reinforced the 
importance of understanding the human 
element behind business theory.”

Bruno Gavino 
CEO Codedesign, Lisbon 
reflecting on the International 
Consulting Trip 2018

John Keegan 
Full-time MBA 2018,  
Manager, Business Consulting EY

Caroline Shakour 
Full-time MBA 2020,  
Program Manager, Strategy  
& PMO (EMEA) at TikTok

Employment Data for full-time MBA Class of 2020*

Employed after 3 months92%

Average increase in salary77%

Average base salary (Euros)72k

of accepted offers in Ireland96%

Changed sector63%

Recent Employers

* MBA Careers Network Stats Class of 2020
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Come Join Us: How To Apply

What do you need to apply?
• A university degree*

• A minimum of three years’ quality professional experience at time of application

• A competitive GMAT score (visit our website for more details)

• Two completed recommendation forms (template provided)

• English language requirements (if applicable) are detailed on our website.
 
* If you do not hold a university degree equivalent to NFQ level 8, please contact the MBA Admissions Team. 

Application Process
Apply online via our website. 

Fees
The application fee is €50. For course fees please visit our website.  
 

Scholarships & Financial Assistance
For details on financial assistance for students and our wide range of MBA scholarships visit our website.

Contact us
Email: mba@ucd.ie 
Telephone: +353 (0)1 716 8862 

W W W. S M U R F I T S CH O O L . I E / M B A

All content is correct at time of production (August 2021) but subject to change.  
Please visit our website for the very latest programme information, www.smurfitschool.ie/mba
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UCD Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School
Carysfort Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Ireland
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