
Student Reading List 
Sutherland School of Law, UCD



Many of our prospective first year 
students find themselves at home 
this summer with time on their 
hands.

We asked colleagues to recommend 
some reading material for students 
who are considering coming to UCD 
to study Law. 



This is not an essential reading list. 

It is an extracurricular summer reading  
list, and we have also included 
podcasts and movies which we think 
students will enjoy.



We think that anyone who wants to 
study law will find something here to 
interest them, whether they are 
interested in crime, social justice, 
history, politics, human rights, lawyers, 
immigration, gender, legal processes, 
law school, privacy, punishment or legal 
systems.



We are mindful that access to libraries and 
bookshops is currently very limited. 
We have included links to e-books where 
possible, and some are also available as 
audiobooks. 

Many of the movies are available on 
streaming services, and podcasts can be 
accessed online or using podcast apps.



Feel free to pick and choose items 
from this list which look interesting 
to you. 

If you do not read, watch or listen to 
anything on this list before coming 
to UCD, don’t worry. You will not ‘fall 
behind’.



Non-Fiction Books



Angela Davis, 
Are Prisons Obsolete? 
(2003)

https://www.feministes-radicales.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Angela-Davis-Are_Prisons_Obsolete.pdf


Phil Scraton, 
Hillsborough: The Truth
(1999)

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/1116201.Hillsborough_The_Truth


Ruadhán Mac Cormaic, 
The Supreme Court
(2016)

https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=ZfSpCwAAQBAJ&rdid=book-ZfSpCwAAQBAJ&rdot=1&source=gbs_atb&pcampaignid=books_booksearch_atb


Tom Bingham, 
The Rule of Law 
(2011)

https://books.google.ie/books/about/The_Rule_of_Law.html?id=6UsjcX-IUJ4C&redir_esc=y


Behrouz Boochani, 
No Friend but the Mountains
(2018)

https://books.google.ie/books/about/No_Friend_But_the_Mountains.html?id=cjxSDwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false


Sir Alfred Denning, 
Freedom Under the Law
(1949)

https://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/media/universityofexeter/schoolofhumanitiesandsocialsciences/law/pdfs/Freedom_Under_the_Law_1.pdf


Helena Kennedy, 
Eve Was Framed
(1993)

https://books.google.ie/books/about/Eve_Was_Framed.html?id=22Bvs_DkOXcC&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false


Úna-Minh Kavanagh, 
Anseo 
(2018)

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/49895179-anseo


Fiction, Plays and Poetry



Philippe Sands, 
East West Street 
(2016)

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27068666-east-west-street


Charles Dickens, 
Bleak House 
(1853)

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1023/1023-h/1023-h.htm


Melatu Uche Okorie, 
This Hostel Life 
(2018)

https://skeinpress.com/product/this-hostel-life/


Arthur Miller, 
The Crucible
(1952)

https://books.google.ie/books?id=6fpzY7MygR0C&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+crucible&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjg6rbT19vpAhXVShUIHcVmAI0Q6AEIKDAA#v=onepage&q=the%20crucible&f=false


Rachel Dilworth, 
The Wild Rose Asylum: Poems 
of the Magdalen Laundries of 
Ireland 
(2010)

https://ideaexchange.uakron.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1143&context=uapress_publications


Colm Tóibín, 
The Heather Blazing
(1993)

https://books.google.ie/books?id=2UuitRYys8QC&pg=PT9&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false


Jane Austen, 
Pride and Prejudice
(1813)

https://books.google.ie/books/about/Pride_and_Prejudice.html?id=kQ0mAAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=kp_read_button&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q&f=false


TV and Movies



Knock Down the House
(2019)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9358052/


Maria, Full of Grace
(2004)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0390221/


Pan's Labyrinth 
(2006)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0457430/


To Kill a Mockingbird
(1964)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0056592/


The 34th
(2017)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7288652/


When they See Us 
(2019)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7137906/


Maya Angelou: 
And Still I Rise
(2018) 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5142750/?ref_=vp_vi_tt


The Great Hack
(2019)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4736550/


Legally Blonde
(1996)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0250494/


Let Him Have It
(1991)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39DHY3k-zWs


The Fourth Estate 
(2018)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8106552/


Hannah Gadsby: Nanette
(2018)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8465676/?ref_=vp_back


Twelve Angry Men
(1957)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0050083/


Denial 
(2016)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4645330/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1


On the Basis of Sex 
(2018)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4669788/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1


In the Name of the Father 
(1994)

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107207/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1


Blogs and Articles



Conor Gearty, 
'What is Law?' 
(2019) 

https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/blog/what-is-law/


Nicola Lacey, 
'Jurisprudence, History, and the Institutional 
Quality of Law'
(2015) 

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/63471/1/Jurisprudence_history_combined.pdf


Podcasts



First 100 Years 
(2019)

https://first100years.org.uk/digital-museum/podcasts/


Carr Center for Human Rights Policy 
Justice Matters

(2018-)

https://carrcenter.hks.harvard.edu/podcasts


Elizabeth Joh, 
What Trump Can Teach Us About Con Law

(2017-)

https://trumpconlaw.com/


RTE, 
The Law Makers

(2013)

https://www.rte.ie/radio/radioplayer/html5/#/radio1/search?searchTerm=The%20law%20makers


WYNC Studios 
More Perfect 
(2016-2018)

https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolabmoreperfect/season-one


The Bar of Ireland, 
Green Street Lectures

(2020)

https://www.lawlibrary.ie/News-Media/-Green-Street-Lectures-relaunched-in-audio.aspx


Marcus Cleaver, 
UK Law Weekly 

(2017-)

http://uklawweekly.com/podcast/


Malcolm Gladwell, 
Revisionist History, 

(season 2, episodes 3, 4, 7 and 8)

http://revisionisthistory.com/seasons?selected=season-2


News



Irish Times court reports

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/courts


Conor Gallagher, 
Pets, Kids and Dance Music: The Perils 
of Virtual Courts (2020)

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/pets-kids-and-dance-music-the-perils-of-virtual-courts-1.4268895

