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Headline: Community relations 'set back 20 years' in crime row
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no life is safe.”
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shaped the relationship Charlie Conroy was later Flannery, a Fine Gael researchinto Traveller
between the settled jailed for life for murdering ~ councillor from Mayo, involvement in crime and is
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Onthat evening thefour~  the manslaughter of Eddie with microchips to monitor  established that thereis a
Charlie Conroy, 31, and his Gilmore and of assaultmg .their movements. Travellers  poor relationship between
younger brother F:ddie 18 Connell. in Mayo were outraged at how scared people are and
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broke into the home of the

simmering tension between
Travellers and the seftled
community. A headline in the
Western People in 1982 read:
‘Castlebar Like Dodge City:
Itinerant Problem at
Flashpoint’.

This tension has

“fluctuated in Mayo over the

past 25 years and was last at
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them becoming a vietimof
crime,” he said. -
Meanwhile, with the .
deferral this weekendofa
rally in Athlone organised by
the Padraig Nally Support

:Group, and of a press

conference in Galway
orgahnised by three Traveller
support groups, hope

‘remains that tensions can be

alleviated. ,

“We want to have peae
and reconciliation andthisis
the challenge that both
communities have to meet,”
said Berhard Sweeney. *
“Thingshave got betterin
thelast 10 years and we don’t
want to revert back and have
all that good work derailed.”
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