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CHIBA UNIVERSITY 

Dr Naonori Kodate (Nov. 

2024) was appointed as 
Adjunct Research Professor, 
Center for Frontier Medical 
Engineering, Chiba University, 

Japan 

At the signing ceremony of the MoU (UCD Quinn School of 
Business, 18 Nov 2016) . (Left to Right: former Director of UCD 
Research, now Vice-President for Strategy and External 
Engagement, Ms Triona McCormack, then Registrar, Prof._ Mar~ 
Rogers, former Ambassador of ~apan to Ireland Mrs Man M1yosh1, 
Prof. Wenwei Yu and Prof. Sayun Suwa) 

RESEARCH PROFESSORSHIP 
Research Professorship position at the Center for Frontier Medical 

Engineering,,Chiba University, Japan 

Assoc. Prof. Naonori Ko date has been offered a 

Research Professorship position at the Center for 

Frontier Medical Engineering, Chiba University, 

Japan. Dr Kodate's research collaboration with 

Prof. Wenwei Yu (School of Engineering, Chiba 

University) started in 2016, and expanded to 

include Prof. Sayuri Suwa (former Vice President & 

Dean, Graduate School of Nursing, Chiba 

University), Prof. Mina lshimaru (Graduate School 

of Nursing, Chiba University) and Prof. Mayuko 

Tsujimura (Shiga University of Medical Science) on 

the team. 

UCD signed an MoU with Chiba University in 2016. 

This appointment, unanimously approved by the 

Center's committee, recognises past and ongoing 

international research projects co-led by Dr Kodate 

and Prof. Yu. It is expected that as Research 

Professor, Dr Kodate will continue fostering and 

strengthening research culture and infrastructure 

that have been built over 8 years between the two 

universities , while conducting his research 

collaboration with engineers and medical/care 

practitioners in the area of robotics-aided care at 

home and in communities. 
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Dr Sarah Donnelly, Assoc. Prof. of Social 

Work, UCD School of Social Policy, 

Social Work and Social Justice was 

selected as one of four participants in 

the Universitas 21 Mid-Career 

Researchers Programme 

UNIVERSITAS 21 MID-CAREER RESEARCHER 
PROGRAMME 
Four UCD colleagues have been selected to 
participate in the Universitas 21 (U21) Mid­

Career Researchers Programme. Universitas 21 
(U21) is a global network of 30 world-leading 
research-intensive universities, fostering 
collaboration and internationalisation to benefit 
staff, students, and institutions. 
The U21 Mid-Career Researchers Programme is 
designed to help researchers at a pivotal stage 
in their careers develop new skills, build 
international networks, and collaborate with 
peers from around the world. Participants work 
together on projects and attend workshops that 
enhance their professional and personal 
development. 

You find out more about the programme via this 
Ii n k: httRs://un iversitas21.com/get-
i nvo lved/resea re her-orrno rtu n ities-a nd-
fu nding/u21-mid-career-researcher-Rrog ramme­
reset-re 
Participating in this year's programme from UCD 
are: 

• Associate Professor Alessia Paccagnini, UCD 
School of Business. 

• Associate Professor Sarah Donnelly, UCD 

School of Social Policy, Social Work and 

Social Justice. 

• Associate Professor Shane Bergin, UCD 
School of Education. 

• Lecture Assistant/Professor Javad Zeinali, 
UCD School of Mechanical and Materials 
Engineering. 

4 



Willie Birmingham Memorial 

Lecture 2024 awarded to Dr 

Sarah Donnelly, Assoc. Prof. in 

Social Work, UCD School of 

Social Policy, Social Work and 

Social Justice 

(Left to Right: Bibiana Savin of Sage Advocacy, Dr Sarah Donnelly, 
Assoc. Prof. of Social Work, UCD School of Social Policy, Social 
Work and Social Justice and Dr Erner Ahearne, President of the 
Irish Gerontological Society 

WILLIE BIRMINGHAM LECTURE, 2024 
Dr Sarah Donnelly, Irish Gerontological Society Conference, 2024 

Dr Sarah Donnelly was invited to give the prestigious 

Willie Bermingham Memorial Lecture at this year's 

Irish Gerontological Society Conference in Athlone on 

'Ageism, Human Rights and Growing Old with 

Dignity'. The Willie Bermingham Lecture, which is 

sponsored by ALONE, is the keynote address at the 

Annual & Scientific Meeting of the Irish 

Gerontological Society. The theme of the lecture is 

generally reflective of the presenter's special 

interests and perspectives on ageing and older 

people 

Sarah was also awarded the ALONE Willie 

Bermingham Medal in recognition of her work in 

this area. Previous recipients include President 

Mary Robinson, Seamus Heaney and Dr Mike 

Ryan of the World Health Organisation. Sarah is 

pictured with Bibiana Savin of Sage Advocacy 

and Dr Erner Ahearne, President of the Irish 

Gerontological Society. The lecture can be 

viewed here: https://youtu.be/RUKC0C41fxM? 

feature=shared 
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Webinar I HHIT Series 
Episode 14: "Automation, 

robots and care", with 

Naonori Kodate I 1 sth 

October 2024. 2pm I via 

Zoom Webinarl 

UCD Institute for Discovery 

(i) 

H HIT ·(!)· 
· @~ 

Human I Hulth I Impact Tt<hnoloev 

WEBINAR: AUTOMATION, ROBOTS AND CARE 
Organised by Dr Naonori Kodate 

An Interdisciplinary approach 
Dr. Kodate's passion for interdisciplinary 
research is driven by two main factors. First, 
health and social care are fundamental pillars of 
welfare states, making the link between policy 
and practice crucial. He says effective policy must 
be grounded in evidence, but it loses its 
significance if practitioners do not embrace and 
implement it. Having collaborated with care 
professionals and engineers for more than a 
decade, his commitment to interdisciplinary 
research has naturally deepened. Secondly, his 
work addresses a pressing social challenge that 
demands a collaborative approach. His central 
research question explores how we can safely and 
sustainably leverage technological innovation in 
care. The relationship between technology and 
society-and indeed, prosperity-has long been 
recognized. However, the rapid advancements in 
robotics and Al amplify the importance of this 
issue, necessitating collaboration among 
researchers from diverse disciplines. 

Integrating Person-Centered Robotics in Care 
Systems 
Dr. Kodate is co-leading a project involving UCD, 
La Fondation France-JaRon (FFJ de l'EHESS)_ in 
Paris, and Shiga University of Medical Science, 
funded by Toyota Motor Corporation and the 
Toyota Frontier Research Center. 
This initiative coincided with the refurbishment 
of a 500-bed regional hospital in central Japan, 
which incorporated autonomous transfer robots 
into its new care delivery model. While Toyota is 
widely recognized for its automobiles, the 
company is also exploring mobility-related 
transfer robots to alleviate the time spent on 
caregiving tasks in the hospital. 
In this study, social scientists are working 
alongside engineers and care professionals to 
assess the impact of these robots on care and 
service delivery. They aim to understand the 
perceptions of users and stakeholders, including 
patients, regarding the implementation of a 
specific transfer robot known as Potaro within 
the hospital. 
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A distinctive aspect of this project is the 
collaboration between robotics developers and 
healthcare practitioners, who have engaged 
together from the design phase through to 
deployment. 
Beyond short-term effects, the study seeks to 
understand the long-term implications for the 
workflows of nurses, medical technicians, and 
pharmacists, focusing on performance, 
efficiency, and overall well-being of the staff 
and patients. 

Woven City: A Community for All Generations 
Toyota is also developing Woven City_ in Susono 
City, aiming to enhance community well-being 
through technology. The Woven City project 
illustrates Toyota's commitment to exploring 
technology in a broader community context. 
It is designed to benefit all generations, not 
limited to specific needs such as dementia care. 
Instead, it serves as a testbed for integrating 
advanced technologies into everyday 
community life, catering to younger families 
with children as well as individuals requiring 
care. 

Ethical Concerns in Using Robots in Care 
Settings 
Dr. Kodate highlights the ethical dimensions of 
his research on robots in care environments, 
emphasizing a recent international comparative 
study he co-led with colleagues from UCD and 
researchers in Japan and Finland. This tri­
country questionnaire surveyed actual and 
potential users of home care robots, including 
care recipients, family caregivers, and care 
professionals, to gather insights into their 
ethical perceptions. 
Unlike previous studies that focused on non­
users, this research prioritized the perspectives 
of those directly affected by robotic care. 

A key finding across all three countries was a 
significant concern about robots replacing human 
caregivers. Respondents expressed a desire for 
regulations and legal guarantees ensuring the 
right to human care, even as automation becomes 
more prevalent. Dr. Kodate's research in nursing 
homes, where various assistive technologies are 
already in use, underscores the importance of 
trust among all stakeholders, including care 
recipients, professionals, care managers, and 
families. Ultimately, he argues that trust in Al and 
robotics hinges on fostering trust between 
humans. 

Impact of Automation on Human Interactions in 
Care Settings 
Dr. Kodate emphasizes the necessity of 
interdisciplinary international research 
collaborations to address the implications of 
automation on human interactions in care. He 
advocates for discussions with policymakers and 
citizens to understand how automation affects 
relationships and practices across different 
cultural and organizational contexts. he long-term 
consequences of these changes remain unclear, 
but trust in human caregivers is essential for 
effective communication and care delivery. In 
nursing homes, the quality and safety of care have 
often been evaluated based on specific tasks 
rather than holistic care experiences. While 
physical assistive robots are being used to aid in 
tasks like patient transfers, Dr. Kodate expresses 
concerns about socially assistive robots 
potentially isolating elderly individuals from 
human contact. If the caregiving responsibilities of 
family members and care workers are reduced, 
the risk of inadequate emotional support 
increases, highlighting the critical need for human 
presence in caregiving. 
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Robots Supplementing, Not Replacing Care 
The care sector is facing a significant shortage 
of professional workers, a challenge not only 
in Japan but worldwide. While there are both 
advantages and disadvantages to integrating 
technology into healthcare, Dr. Kodate 
emphasizes that these tools should be used to 
supplement, not replace, human care. 
Concerns exist about the potential loss of 
essential communication and interpersonal 
skills among care professionals, leading some 
managers to hesitate in adopting new 
technologies. However, in demanding 
situations like night shifts, where the workload 
can be particularly challenging, technology 
can play a crucial role in supporting care 
delivery. This support may help alleviate some 
of the burdens that deter individuals from 
pursuing careers in this sector. 

Great Policy = Great Practice 
Dr. Kodate began his research focusing on 
human-robot interaction, which attracts 
interest from various disciplines exploring the 
interface between technology and humans. 
However, during his visits to nursing homes 
that utilize these technologies, he consistently 
observes the critical importance of human-to­
human interactions. Care professionals try to 
use robots not only for assistance but also to 
foster social connections among themselves, 
highlighting the necessity of human contact in 
care settings. 

As the use of technology increases, it's vital to 
remain mindful of the entire care delivery 
process and its impact on individuals, 
particularly those with cognitive impairments 
or disabilities. Dr. Kodate believes that 
researchers, care professionals, managers, 
policymakers, and community members must 
address this issue from multiple societal 
perspectives to ensure that the human 
element of care is not overlooked. 

You can watch the conversation on YouTube: 
httRs://www.ucd.ie/discovery/hhitseries/naok 
odate/ 
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5th Meeting of Le Cercle de la FFJ 
"International research partnership: A 
unique research framework for 
universities and companies". Date: 
October 17th 2024, 2 - 6 pm. Venue: 
French Embassy in Japan 

My experience 

University College Dublin - National University of Ireland 
N onorlKodate 

17 October 2024 

- •11. 
UA"P-? 

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP 
SEMINAR 
Organised by Dr Naonori Kodate 

Assoc. Prof. Naonori Kodate contributed to a 
one-day seminar (Le Cercle de la Fondation 
France-Japon Annual Meeting 2024) by giving 
a presentation for a session entitled 
"International research partnership: A unique 
research framework for universities and 
companies" which was held at the Embassy of 
France in Japan. 
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Adjunct Prof. John Neary's Book 
Launch at Moll (22nd Oct), 

organised by Dr Naonori Kodate, 

Assoc. Prof. of Social Policy 

BOOK LAUNCH 
Organised by Dr Naonori Kodate 

On 22nd of October, 2024, the UCD Centre for 
Japanese Studies (JaSt) and the UCD Centre for 
Asia-Pacific Research jointly hosted a book launch 
and celebration event to mark the publication of 
Adjunct Prof. John Neary's book 'Public Diplomacy 
in Ireland and Japan' (published by Amsterdam 
University Press). 
His Excellency Ambassador Mr Maruyama Norio and 
President of UCD, Professor Orla Feely gave a 
speech while the JaSt Director, Assoc. Prof. Kodate 
served as Master of Ceremonies for the evening. 
Both Ambassador and President underscored the 
significance of Prof. Neary's book in light of the 
current world affairs. President Feely emphasised in 
her speech that the book highlights the value of the 
UCD Centre for Japanese Studies (established in 
April 2020) by showing the important role that 
educational and academic links can play in the 
development of relations between Ireland and 
Japan. 

Left to right: Dr Steffen Rimner (Dir. Centre for Asia­
Pacific Research/School of History), His Excellency Mr 
Norio Maruyama (Ambassador of Japan to Ireland), 
Adjunct Prof. John Neary (Former Ambassador of Ireland 
to Japan/the Kingdom of the Netherlands), Prof. Orla 
Feely (President, UCD), Assoc. Prof. Naonori Kodate 
(Dir. JaSt/Co-Dir. Public Policy Proragmme in UCD) 

Adjunct Prof. Neary was appointed by the School 
and the College of Social Sciences and Law in 2017, 
and the book project began then. Therefore, it was 
several years in the making, and the team at the 
UCD Centre for Japanese Studies was particularly 
delighted with the publication. 
Prof. Neary's family and former colleagues from 
the Department of Foreign Affairs joined this 
celebratory event as well. 
The UCD Centre for Japanese Studies came out of 
its precursor, UCD Japan Group (which still exists, 
providing outreach activities for secondary schools 
and other bodies in the community) and the group 
has been active for nearly ten years. The 
publication of his book marks a very important 
milestone for the entire team and the university 
community. 
We thank Ms Hannah Lyons at Moll and Mr Hugo 
O'Donnell (UCD Japan Group) for their help and 
assistance with the preparations for this event,1q]ld 
thank everyone for joining us along this journey so 

far! 



Address to Seanad Eireann by Mr. 
Kazumi Matsui, Mayor of Hiroshima, 
Oct. 22nd 2024. Seanad Eireann 

debate - Wednesday, 23 Oct 2024 
Vol. 303 No. 10. 

SEANAD EIREANN ADDRESS 
Organised by Dr Naonori Kodate, Associate Professor of Social Policy & Director of UCD Japan Centre 

On Wed. 23rd of October, 2024, Hiroshima Mayor 
Kazumi Matsui addressed the Seanad Eireann, the 
upper chamber of Ireland's parliament, seeking 
cooperation over the fight against nuclear weapons 
and over calls for peace. 

Director of the UCD Centre for Japanese Studies 
(JaSt), Assoc. Prof. Naonori Kodate, Assist. Prof. 
Declan Downey (School of History) and Mr Hugo 
O'Donnell (UCD Global Engagement/ Founding Chair 
of the Japan Festival in Ireland, Experience Japan), 
alongside Prof. Nathan Hill and two TCD colleagues 
(Trinity Centre for Asian Studies) were invited to 
attend the session. 

Jast, in collaboration with the Hiroshima Peace 
Culture Foundation, Hiroshima City University and 
Hiroshima University, hosted a seminar and a 2-week 
long post exhibition in February 2024. 
https://www.ucd.ie/japan/newsevents/hiroshimase 
minarposterexhibition/ 
You can access the address at the following web linki 

httRs://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/sean 
ad/2024-10-23/9/ 
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A cross-European project to meet the challenges 
of political conflict Case studies from Northern 
Ireland, Bosnia Herzegovina, and Cyprus: Report 

on the findings from three seminars 

1. Emeritus Professor Jim Campbell, University College 
Dublin, 

2. Professor Gregory Neocleous, University of Nicosia, 

3. Professor Sanela Basic, University of Sarajevo 

4. Professor Joe Duffy, Queens University Belfast 

5. Professor Vasilios loakimides, University of West Attica, 

6. Professor Rei ma Ana Maglajlic, Sussex University 

A European Schools of Social Work sponsored project 

This is a photo of some of the participants during the 
Belfast seminar in the the George J Mitchel Institute 
for Global Peace, Security and Justice, Queens 
University Belfast. From let to right: Emeritus 
Professor, Jim Campbell, UCD; Dr Paul Gallagher, 
WAVE; Carolyn Ewart, CEO British Association of 
Social Workers, NI; Patricia Higgins, CEO, Northern 
Ireland Social Care Council; Professor Joe Duffy, 
Queens University Belfast, Professor Gregory 
Neocleous, University of Nicosia; and Dr Hanife Serin, 
University of Nicosia. 

REPORT: Three Cross-European Seminars 
focused on Meeting the Challenges of Political 
Conflict 
Organised byUCD Emeritus Professor Jim Campbell 

Introduction 

This report describes and discusses the outcomes 

from the EASSW sponsored Project, led by Professor 

Jim Campbell and colleagues, that took place 

between June 2023 and June 2024, across three 

seminars in Nicosia, Belfast and Sarajevo. The 

seminars focused on, and debated, the developing 

knowledge base about the relationships between 

social work and political conflict in these regions 

(Campbell et al, loakimides et al, Maglajlic et al). Over 

200 participants (students, practitioners, victims and 

survivors and policy makers) were involved, and 28 

presentations took place across five days. 

Five key themes emerged from the discussions. 

• Victim and survivor needs were largely unmet 

because of failures in political and policy 

making processes. 

• Social work academics need to use a variety 

of interventions better to understand how the 

profession can meet these needs and develop 

alliances with victims and survivors. 

• The social work classroom is a space where 

students can learn more about the skills, 

knowledge and values that are necessary in 

meeting the needs of victims and survivors. 
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Future outcomes 

1. Each of the lead participants will incorporate 
selected aspects of the seminar activity and 

discussion into respective social work programmes 
2. An abstract on the content and process of the 

seminar series has been submitted to the European 
Social Work Research Association 

Conference, Munich, March 2025. 

3. A paper, based on the findings from the seminar 

series will be submitted to a peer review journal in 
2025. 

4. The lead participants will build upon these 
experiences to further widen the network of 

academics, students, practitioners and victims and 
survivors of political conflict, in 2025 

References 

Campbell, J., Duffy, J., Tosone, C., & Falls, D. (2021). 
'Just get on with it': A qualitative of study of social 

workers' experiences during the political conflict in 
Northern Ireland. The British Journal of Social Work, 
51(4), 1314-1331. 

loakimidis, V., Neocleous, G., Zachariades, A., Serin, 

H., Erzeybek, B., & Ozada, A. (2024). Working for 

peace: Conflict and social work practice in the 
divided Cyprus. International Social Work, 67(1), 166-

179. 

Maglajlic, R. A., Vejzagic, H., Palata, J., & Mills, C. 
(2024). 'Madness' after the war in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina-challenging dominant understandings 
of distress. Health, 28(2), 216-234. 
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Dr leva Zumbyte and Asst. 
Prof. Dorota Szelewa, "Work­
Life Balance Policymaking in 

Ireland", Oct. 15th 2024, Moll, 
St. Stephen's Green, D2 

WORK-LIFE BALANCE POLICYMAKING IN 
IRELAND 

The Geary Institute for Public Policy hosted an 

event on Work-Life Balance Policymaking in 
Ireland on October 15 at Moll. The event featured 

a presentation by leva Zumbyte (UCD Geary 
Fellow and UCD Postdoctoral fellow on Horizon 
Europe project TRANSEUROWORKS) (Pl: Asst. 
Prof. Dorota Szelewa) on Ireland's compliance 

with the EU Work-Life Balance Directive, followed 

by a panel discussion. The panel included Pauline 

Cullen (Associate Professor of Sociology, 

Maynooth University), Alice-Mary Higgins 

(Senator, Seanad Eireann), Laura Bambrick (Head 

of Social Policy & Employment Affairs, ICTU), and 

Donal Swan (Women's Economic Equality Co­

Ordinator, NWC), with moderation by Dorota 
Szelewa (Geary Fellow and Asst. Prof. in Social 
Justice). 

The discussion explored key issues related to 
care, gender, and work in Ireland. A key 

takeaway from the roundtable was the need to 
shift the perception of care policies from being 

seen as concessions or obstacles to economic 
competitiveness, to recognizing and valuing 

care as a cornerstone of societal prosperity. 

14 



Dr leva Zumbyte, UCD 

Postdoctoral fellow, School of 

Social Policy, Social Work and 

Social Justice was selected to 

attend the "Transform Your 

Dissertation into a Book 

Workshop", Madison, USA, 

Oct 29-30, 2024 

Part of the Annual Conference on South 

Asia at the University of Wisconsin in 

Madison, this workshop aims to help a 

select number of recent PhOs to re·vision 

their doctoral dissertations as books. 

Spo,isorH by rl'>t A,,,.,,con 111sr;ru1t of Ind/on srwi.s wir/1111, 

~on 1nnl1urtof PokinonS1ud,.S.""'-tkon1nulru1,of 
Bonitoffsll Sruo,n. ond ,._m;on lnJr,rur, to, Srl t.ontc,n Suxtlts. 

Senior Faculty Participants 
• Sarah Lamb (convener, Anthropology, 

WGS, Brandeis U) 

• Laura Brueck (South Asian & Comparative 

Literature, Northwestern U) 

• Tejaswini Ganti (Anthropology, Culture & 

Media, NYU) 

To Apply • Douglas Haynes {History, Dartmouth U) 

Submi t the following items as one PDF to • Arsalan Khan (Anthropology, U of 

Dr. Sarah Lamb at sarahlambAIIS@gmall.com: Tennessee-Knoxville) 

• Cover page • Arvind Rajagopal (Media, Culture, and 

• CV Communication, NYU) 

• Dissertation or book abstract • Haimanti Roy (History, U of Dayton-Ohio) 

• Dissertation or book table of contents • Akshya Saxena (English, Vanderbilt Ul 

• Draft book prospectus • Anand Yang (History, U of Washington) 

• One sample chapter 

WORKSHOP. OCTOBER 29-30, 2024 APPLY. SARAHLAMBAIIS@GMAIL.COM 
APPLICATION OEAOLINE· JULY 31. 2024 MORE INFO BIT LY/AUS-WORKSHOP 

WORKSHOP: TRANSFORM YOUR 
DISSERTATION INTO A BOOK 
Sponsored by AIIS, AIBS, AIPS and AISLS and attended by Dr leva Zumbyte 

Dr leva Zumbyte (UCD Geary Fellow and 
UCD Postdoctoral fellow on Horizon 
Europe project TRANSEUROWORKS) (Pl: 
Asst. Prof. Dorota Szelewa) was selected to 
attend the competitive and prestigious 
"Dissertation-to-book workshop" in 
Madison, USA, October 29-30 organized by 
American Institute of Indian Studies. 
This competitive workshop selected recent 
PhDs, aiming to support them in 
transforming their dissertations into 
publishable books. 

Participants received valuable feedback on 
their book proposals from experienced social 
science scholars and peer authors. Additionally, 
the workshop featured a session with insights 
and strategies for publishing with major 
academic presses. leva's tentative book title is 
"Professional without Profession: How 
Childcare Workers and Parents Co-Produce 
Better Childcare in Urban India". 
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N0.27 OCT.2024 

FUTURE RESEARCH EVENTS 

Professor Kosuke Imai, Prof. of Gov. and 
of Statistics, Harvard University, 5th 
Nov. 2024 at 5pm. 'Using Algorithims to 
Detect Gerrymandering and Improve 
Legislative Redirecting: Cases from the 
US and Japan', Old Physics Theatre, 
Moll, 86 St. Stephen's Green 

Organisers: 
UCD Centre for Japanese Studies 
UCD Geary Institute for Public Policy 
UCD Institute for Discovery 
UCD School of Social Policy, Social 
Work and Social Justice 
UCD Centre for Asia-Pacific Research 

SEMINAR "Using Algorithims to Detect 
Gerrymandering and Improve Legislative 
Redirecting: Cases from US and Japan 
Organised by Dr Naonori Kodate 

Before moving to Harvard, Imai taught at 

Princeton University for 15 years where he was 
the founding director of the Program in 

Statistics and Machine Learning. In addition, Imai 

served as the President of the Society for 

Political Methodology from 2017 to 2019 and 
was elected fellow in 2017. 

laltfTint 
ion, lilt,. Slh. 2t2 

\'twe:. IH ftfl, 
lh-Jtre. ~ 

lifill_c f IBLlk1C f 
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Dr Toshiaki Segawa & Mr Toshihiko Tsuda 
(JATCO ltd.), with Dr Yukio Honda (Univ. of 
Tokyo/ Osaka Univ./ Advisor for Care Robots, 
Health and Welfare Bureau for Older People, 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Japan), 
11th Nov. 2024 at 1 pm. 'Expanding the Mobility 
Potential of Ageing and Inclusive Society', 
SCIH 2.22, O'Connor Theatre, UCD O'Brien 
Science Building, Belfield campus. 

Expanding the Mobility Potential 
of Ageing and Inclusive Society 

Organisers: 
UCD Centre for Japanese Studies & 
UCD Geary Institute for Public Policy 
UCD Institute for Discovery 

SPEAKERS: Or Toshiakl Segawa & 
Mr Toshihiko Tsuda (JATCO Ltd.), 

wi th Or Yuklo Honda (Univ. of Tokyo/ 
Osaka Univ./ Advisor for Care Robots, 

Health and Welfare Bureau for Older People, 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Japan) 

UCO Gfflv• to, )ap,aMM St~ 6 UCO c..,y '"MIIA• fot Publk: Polky 
UCO 1~-.ll• f0t Oi~ 

Date/Time: 1:00-1:S0pm, 
Nov. 11th, 2024 

UCD School of Social Policy, Social Work and Social 
Justice in collaboration with The Embassy of Japan 
in Ireland 

UCO Sc hoot of Soc:.iat Poticy, Soc:W Wo.lt and Sociail M-lb 
11"1 c MOf O'I,... t The lfflbauy of,.,_,_ In ltit&Md 

For moNt .nbtNtlOl"I ~od.1"'4fucd.Je 

Venue: SCIH 2.22 
O'Connor Theatre, 

O'Brien Science Building 
UCO, Belfield Campus 

SEMINAR "Expanding the Mobility Potential 
of Ageing and Inclusive Society" 
Organised by Dr Naonori Kodate 

Tnis seminar involves speakers Dr Toshiaki 

Segawa & Mr Toshihiko Tsuda (JATCO 

ltd.), with Dr Yukio Honda (Univ. of Tokyo/ 

Osaka Univ./ Advisor for Care Robots, 

Health and Welfare Bureau for Older 

People, Ministry of Health, Labour and 

Welfare, Japan). JATCO is a company 

famous for manufacturing automatic 

transmissions (AT) and continuously 

variable transmissions 

(CVT) for automobiles. 

JATCO provides AT and CVT to domestic 

manufacturers such as Nissan, Mitsubishi, 

and Suzuki, as well as those around the 

world such as Renault. 

JATCO has also been developing welfare 

technologies to support the mobility of 

people wifh disabilities. The seminar will 

seek to engage attendees in the design 

process of these products currentfy under 

development. 
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Book Launch 'The Politics of 

Gender and Sexuality in Modern 

Ireland A Reader' Jennifer 

Redmond and Mary McAuliffe, 

editors, 
ISBN: 978-1-80151-139-1 

August 2024. 288 pages. 

Books Upstairs, Wed. Nov. 6th at 

6pm 

Please join us for the launch of 

The Politics 
of Gender & exuali 

in Modern Ireland 
ARootkr 

Jennifer R !dmond • 

Mary M uliffi , editors 

To b, laWKh«l b) 
r.or.- Undky &,......,.Bynoe 

(Pn,f, .,,oreon .. mpoq') Irish IIL<to,yatTCD) 

front 6 OOl1ffl l07,4 pm iii 

Boold J)'ta.irs 
t7 O'Olitr Slrttt, Dubht1 2 

on W«J"'"4.,y 6 NO\ffllbff 2024 

RS\'P " 

BOOK LAUNCH "The Politics of Gender 
and Sexuality in Modern Ireland A Reader" 
Organised by Dr Mary McAuliffe 

This book launch concerns 'The Politics of 

Gender and Sexuality in Modern Ireland A 

Reader' (2024) with Jennifer Redmond 

and Mary McAuliffe as editors and 

published by Four Courts Press. The book 

will be launched by Prof. Lindsev. Earner­

Bv.rne,_Prof. of contemporary Irish History, 

Trinity College Dublin. 

For more information on the book go to 

this link 
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WORKSHOP FOR 
SOCIAL WORKERS 
Organised by Dr Naonori Kodate 

Nihon Fukushi University 

(University of Social Welfare, 
Japan (Tokyo Branch)) & 

Obayashi Lab - Collaboration 

Seminar/Workshop for Social 

Workers, 9 Nov. 2024, 14:00-

17:00 JST 

CSJF Annual 
Conference 
Paper presenteed by Dr Naonori Kodate 

VSJF (Vereinigung fur 

soz ia I w i ssen sc haft Ii ch e 

Japanforschung) 

Annual Conference 2024. 

Online-Treffen der Fachgruppe 

Technik. Online Meeting of the 

Technology & Society Section, 

Friday 15 November, 8-11am 
(1ST) 

Jl#-1:f;! ~U20 I qlf.711 D>ti!if~D>fe.li'.~~. ~*'14/t I, ,'l-v-1-1~?-?D>*L'f: 
l!lt>,~ i l-t: , .ll#!t:!t.u2024lf.JII 1:111,u1.-,-, a *tltli**f:Ail~tl.t 1,t:o<. 

*L'IUf::lf::tl\'<\ '! lT! 
~ ei u~ 1,,.: 11 D>tt 4/tlttlti A•llt•tr• .11.*• t, ,-1-f 11 •1 ~D>* '14/D> 2••• t 

•llt~fll241t~il~llllfl\'f: l-ilT, 
Jl#'l:f ;!,<:.,,<-t::lt~U'•<IJl2!t.l:,t;(M.P HII~ ilT, Wllt~l:*tltlltil l,,t-, I 

2024~ I 1,EJqa (±) 12~ 17~ (-f'~) 

12:00 •llt•tr41;IM1:•-s- 14 :00 ~.tifflSJ!t:!t.llUl ~•tt•• ' l!IJtHio!-Jelilo•,;c,Y.•,~il~-• 
12: 45 itJ!l·ll~A;f;-A 70--,111• I 5: 00 Jl#fo'r!t:!t.tlUl railiD>Jl#ttt4/tiltia 

«Al¥tlllti "- ~71~111•.11.*• ~...:v-1-1L-?'~~ (?'-f1/:.,~,,;zoom•t1a> 
1'-f 11,-,:., l"llll'.t:lc:¥?"-f1/:.,~ ,J,UfjO:tJl:!t. 

VSJF 

UCD 
c-n 
I« 

Japanese 
Studies 

The conference programme is available for download 

here: VSJF-2024-Sustainabilitv.-in-JaP-an 

For more information please email: 
Naonori.Kodate@ucd.ie 
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Online Webinar, Social Justice 

Ireland Annual Policy 
Conference, 2024, Wed. 13th 
Nov, 9:30am-12 noon (1ST). 

Managing Change to Build a Just Society 
Policy Outcomes for a New Social Contract 

Social Justice Ireland Annual Policy Conference 

Join • Wednnday 13• Nowmbff t n 9.30 am Id 12 

To register please use this link 
.... ......... - ... ,I ... ___ .. ... -P-•-• 

to~• I"' $.0001y U$J09 oi., policy fr for .a 

°""' ,---~ ~- - ............ . .. ..... ~ .. -·-

Webinar: Managing Change to Build a 
Just Society 
Social Justice Ireland Annual Policy Conference, 2024 

This is an opportunity to join Social Justice Ireland • Sadhbh O'Neill , Independent Researcher, 
on line for their 2024 Annual Social Policy Climate and Environmental Policy; 
Conference, to hear from experts on what we need to • Michael Clifford, Journalist, Irish Examiner 
do to build a Just society and deliver change for a 
New Social Contract. The participants include the 
following: 

• Aoife Nf Lochlainn, Policy Officer at the Irish 
Environmental Network (IEN); 

• Ciaran Nugent, Economist at the Nevin Economic 
Research Institute; 

• Matthew Donoghue, Asst. Prof. in Social Policy, 
UCD School of Social Policy, Social Work and 
Social Justice; 

• Sean 6 Riain, Professor of Sociology, National 
University of Ireland Maynooth. 
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EQUALITY 
STUDIES 
CENTRE NEWS 

Dear members and friends of the Equality Studies Centre, 

Here are some updates about upcoming events - we hope 

you can join us for some! 

• The Equality Studies working paper series got off to a 
great start before the term break, and we are now 

looking forward to our second session with Dr. Showkat 
Ali, on 'Theorising Equality of Opportunity'. Showkat is a 

Leverhulme fellow with the the Equality Studies Centre, 
and though he continues to be based in London, he 

travels back and forth for meetings and events. I hope he 
can get to meet some of our equality community at UCD 

this week! A reminder that the session will take place in 
A102 in the Hannah Sheehy Skeffington Building, Arts 

annex (just out the back of the Arts block), from 1-2pm 
on Tuesday Nov 5th. 

• Equality Studies member, Dr. Deirdre McGillycuddy, is 

launching her new book, Educaring from the Heart: How 

to nurture v.our wellbeing and rediscover v.our RUrRose 
in education, on Thursday November 21st at 5pm in the 
University Club. Dr Niall Muldoon, ombudsman for 

children, will officially launch the book, and he will be 
joined in discussion with Profs Colin Scott, Judith 

Harford and Niamh Moore Cherry. 

• Advance notice! We are excited to welcome Dr. Louise 
Richardson-Self from the University of Tasmania, 

Australia, to give an Equality Studies lecture on '"Gender 
Critical Feminist' Speech as Oppressive Speech" on 

November 21st (time and venue to be confirmed). This 
presentation will argue that gender-critical 'women's 

rights' advocacy, which draws its seeming validity from 

appeals to science, nature, and common sense, 

constitutes a form of oppressive speech against the 
trans and gender diverse community. Dr Louise 

Richardson-Self is an Australian Research Council 
Discovery Early Career Researcher Awardee, and Senior 

Lecturer in Philosophy & Gender Studies at the 21 
University of Tasmania. 



Join Dr Deirdre McGillicuddy for her 

~~A 
EDU CARING 
FROM THE 

HEART 
How 10 Nunu~ Your Wdlbt1ng ud 
RNi~ffYoorPtl~lllEdoc,llioo 

DEIRDRE McGILLICUDDY 

In the company of' 
r Niall Muldoon, Ombudsman for Children 

& Special Guests 

Thursday / November 21st / 5pm 
""1',f/1,•-~· UCO University Club 

Pdi[te roimfi cfiacli! 

UCO School of Social Policy, 
Social Work and Social Justice 

•Gender 
Critical 

Feminist' 
Speech as 

Oppressive 
Speech 

November 21st 
RoomA201 
Hannah 
Sheehy 
Skeffington 
Bdg,UCD 
1-2pm Dr Louise Richardson-Self is an 

Australian Research Council Discovery 
Early Career Researcher Awardee, and 
Senior Lecturer in Philosophy & Gender 
Studies at the University of Tasmania. 
Her research interests are social 
imaginaries, oppression and liberation, 
speech and affect, and feminist 
theories. 

;;,.a~ For more info visit: 

~~:, www.ucd.ie/esc 

To register your attendence, email 
marie.moran@ucd.ie 
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L. Lucumi-Mosquera, M. Ugueto-Ponce, A. Felicien, and K. Ruette-Orihuela. 2024. 

DuRle Cacao-Chocolate and the Materialitv. of the Political Economv. of Pleasure. 

The European Journal of Development Research, 1-21. 

Abstract: 
This article expands on Walter Rodney's call to explore possibilities for 

redevelopment of the African diaspora due to its underdevelopment. Drawing on 
four experiences of rural everyday resistance in Colombia, Brazil, and Venezuela, 

it analyses fine-flavour cocoa (Theobroma cacao I.) ecologies, subjectivities, and 
economics in relation to craft chocolate production, commercialisation, and 

consumption. Our evidence suggests that farmers' liberation projects occur 
beyond the ambivalence between oppression and emancipation. It is argued that 

emancipations are rather shaped by complex non-binary power dynamics with 
multiple tensions that resist the materiality of a racialised administration of 

pleasure and pain. 

Velez Torres, I., Gough, K. V., & Ruette-Orihuela, K. 2024. "Una Raz gue se la 
lleva el viento" Efectos Y. alcances de la 'Raz territorial' en Colombia (2016-

2022)..Territorios, (51 Especial), 1-26. 

Abstract: 
Six years after signing the Peace Agreement between the Farc-EP and the 

Colombian government, the main rural transformations were delayed, while the 

violence figures show that peace had not materialized. Using an activist 

methodology, working in the Department of Cauca with 
rural communities, this article analyses three phases of the 'territorial peace' 

model: the local turn, characterized by the participatory and densely bureaucratic 
implementation of the Peace Agreement; the militarist turn, which replaced 

integral territorial development; and the new cycle of internal armed conflict, 
emphasizing the ethnic and racial dimension of violence. We conclude that 

peacebuilding has deviated from the roadmap to comprehensively address the 
structural causes of war, opting instead for militaristic securitization and 

stabilization, which generates the re-victimization and hopelessness of 
impoverished rural inhabitants, who are once again caught between new and 

recycled conflicts. 
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Contact the UCD School of Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice: 

Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington Building, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 
4, Ireland. 

T: +353 1 716 8198 I E: ~P--sw-sj@.ucd.ie 

https://www.ucd.ie/ socialpolicyworkjustice/research/ 
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