UCD School of Politics and International Relations
Plagiarism: Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is plagiarism?
Plagiarism is any form of presenting the work of another person as your own. The most common forms of plagiarism are: 
a. Word-for-word copying from any source unless the words are enclosed in quotation marks and the source is appropriately referenced;

b. Paraphrasing a source without acknowledging that source in an appropriate reference;

c. Submitting academic work written in whole or in part by someone else.

2. Why is plagiarism wrong?
The main reason plagiarism is wrong in student work is because it undermines the central point of writing as a learning exercise: it prevents you from fully ‘digesting’ the material you have read and establishing a true understanding of the issues. Plagiarism is also unfair to other students who have made a genuine attempt to cope with the demands of the subject. Plagiarism is wrong in assessed work because if undetected it can lead to students getting higher marks than they deserve: it’s cheating. In addition to being lazy and dishonest, plagiarism shows contempt for the authors whose work it fails to acknowledge. 
3. Why do students plagiarize?
We realise that students often feel driven to plagiarism for ‘innocent’ reasons including poor training at school, a misunderstanding of academic standards, a difficulty in understanding course materials, a difficulty in expressing their thoughts, a failure of time management, an unmanageable work-load or a crisis in their personal lives. The answer to all of these problems, however, is to seek help rather than to engage in a serious breach of academic standards. 
4. What is the penalty for plagiarism?
An essay, project or examination answer that contains any significant plagiarism will normally be given a mark of 0%. This mark represents our assessment of the academic merit of the work in question. In addition, since plagiarism is an disciplinary offence that breaches the university’s Student Code, the case may be referred to the Registrar, who may in turn refer it to the Disciplinary Committee (see Student Handbook). Potential penalties include fines, suspension and expulsion. Please note that the mark of 0% given for plagiarized work is an examination issue that does not depend on whether the Disciplinary Committee goes on to find the student guilty of a disciplinary offence.
5. Is an essay that is only partly plagiarized more acceptable than one that is wholly plagiarized? 
No. The policy of the School is to award a mark of 0% to work containing any significant amount of plagiarism. The amount of plagiarized material is irrelevant. 
6. How many words can come from another source before I need to enclose them in quotation marks?
There is no hard-and-fast rule but as a rule of thumb you should not use a phrase containing more than three significant words (i.e. not counting ‘the’, ‘and’ etc.) without quotation marks.
7. What if my essay contains some words or ideas that happen to come from a source but I don’t remember that they do or I forget to reference them?
The School does not operate a mechanical rule but judges each case on its merits. Minor cases of material that has clearly been inadvertently unacknowledged may be returned for proper citation but are not otherwise penalised.
8. Is it plagiarism to present the work of another person as my own in an examination? 
Yes. An exam answer that is clearly a copy (either word-for-word or in its substance) of other published or unpublished material, including other students’ essays, counts as plagiarism and is marked accordingly, because it shows the same lack of academic knowledge and understanding as a plagiarized essay. 
9. Is it plagiarism to cooperate with other students in essay-writing and revision?
No. Cooperation with another student is like reading a book or going to a lecture: it can help you to improve your understanding of the subject. What is wrong is presenting the work of others – authors, lecturers or fellow students – as if it were your own.
10. Will I have to provide an electronic copy of my essay or project when I submit it?
Please follow the instructions of individual lecturers and tutors on submission of work. You may be required to provide an electronic copy of your work at a later time. 
11. How can I avoid plagiarism?
The best way to avoid plagiarism is to establish a good understanding of the topic you are writing about so that you can express this understanding in your own words. If you are having trouble, ask for help from fellow students, tutors and lecturers. Once you feel you have a good enough grasp to write something, be sure to use quotation marks when necessary, to cite your sources as you write and to include them all in your bibliography. If in doubt, ask for advice. If you are really desperate, remember this: even a bad essay written in your own words is unlikely to get 0%, while plagiarism is not only dishonest but will be marked at 0% and will make you liable for disciplinary action.
